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A father was very excited to take his two pre-teen children on a fishing trip. After a twenty minute drive to the
lake, the father told his kids to turn off their electronic devices and leave them in the car. He showed them how
to attach bait to the hook and he cast the line into the water. Within a few seconds, one of the children said
“Dad, why didn’t we catch any fish yet?”

We live in an age where “instant” is becoming more and more desirable. We have instant access to
information; food items are being produced so that the food is ready to eat as quickly as possible; even
items used for observance of mitzvot are marketed so that no preparations are required to observe the
mitzvah (e.g. oil lamps for Chanukah, pre-packaged charoset). Instant access to everything can make us
more productive and finish projects at a quicker pace. However, a recent Pew study of technology
experts showed that one of the concerns of instant access to everything is that it leads to a lack of
patience.' Let’s consider the following questions:

QUESTION  While we may value patience, when we are patient, we may not perform tasks as quickly
ONE and won’t accomplish as much. How do we balance the two values?

If we are helping a friend or relative learn how to do something and they are not able to
QUESTION figure it out, at what point can we give up and stop? How do we know if we are lacking
TWO patience or the matter is beyond the comprehension of the person we are trying to
teach?

QUESTION How do we decide whether to prepare for a mitzvah ourselves, purchase a pre-
THREE packaged item or have someone else do it for us?

Let’s Examine the Sources

The very first lesson of Pirkei Avot is about patience:

[The Men of the Great Assembly] said three things: Be 1972 @O 17T 107027 AWHW 1K O
patient in judgment, teach many students and create N7 20 WY 7277 22 7RN 1TRYm
safeguards for the Torah. N:R MaN
Pirkei Avot 1:1

Question for the Table:

While the simple interpretation of this statement is directed towards rabbinical judges, what universal
lessons about patience can we learn from the Mishnah?




Patience in Our Actions

In the Shabbat Table Discussion on zerizut (acting with promptness), we noted the comments found in
the anonymously written Orchot Tzaddikim about balancing zerizut with patience:

Although promptness is very positive, one should make sure ROW 7T ,TIRM 720 MY *9-5Y-AK
not to rush in one’s work too much. One who rides [a horse] X177 MT°7712 29177 °D °71 N INTIAYA IR
too quickly is likely to get hurt and one who runs very quickly MARI ¥ R 2 191507 TIRD 2R

will fall. One cannot complete a task properly if it is rushed; 127122 TP W PN 1907 KDY 901 N
21190127 1R 191 .20V 3PN IR DaR
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one should act quickly and when one should act with patience. oTares

doing something properly requires patience. This is why our
rabbis stated “be patient in judgment.” Promptness is to be
awake, alert and ready to act, but never to rush what one is
doing. These issues require great wisdom to determine when

Orchot Tzaddikim, Sha’ar HaZerizut 919937 YW nqpy-fg AN

A similar idea is presented by R. Aharon Levine:

Although patience is praiseworthy and there is no greater T2 777 77 PRI MIPNAT R DNWA QIR
trait, this is only while one is contemplating whether a X921 QTR 119207 KOW TW 92 P17 19K,
specific action is proper. However, once one decides that itis | DMWY? NITI IR 7277 210 °3 7757 °72 X2
proper, patience is no longer a good idea ... If a person is DRI 7727 2779 X2W WIND 22K . Amwy? 11
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quick in one’s actions and swift in one’s ways before thinking
about the virtues of it, then this is not promptness but rather
haste and sloppiness that one should avoid whenever
possible. However, if a person is quick in one's actions after

contemplating and recognizing that the action is good and DRI MR IR IM@Y 11971 1277 270 09
proper, then this type of promptness is praiseworthy and the IR7 7297 919w DR
reward is great. X7 ' ,7INY WD LIV wITh

HaDerash VeHalyun, Parashat Re’eh, no. 211

Questions for the Table:

1) Orchot Tzaddikim interprets "be patient in judgment" as referring to patience in our actions. How
does patience in our own actions relate to the patience required of judges?

2) Orchot Tzaddikim states that one should act quickly to begin an activity but patient when one carries
out the activity. R. Levine states that one should be patient while deciding whether to engage in an
activity and then quick once the decision is made. Are the two ideas contradictory or complementary?

Patience With Others

R. Menachem Meiri, based on the comments of Avot D’Rabbi Natan, extrapolates a different lesson from
the first Mishnah in Pirkei Avot:

In Avot D’Rabbi Natan they added that being patient is not only | 172 X% 1272 19°037 "7 8"5 11 Hw Mara
applicable in judgment but that a person should be patient in 932 N7 TN DTR RTW ROK 19 K1 720
everything and shouldn’t be quick to get impatient because one 22w 12T 9¥ TOPAY IARI KT K91 12T




who gets angry will inevitably forget things (i.e. make mistakes). °727 DR 1OWR XIAW 710 0137
Beit HaBechirah, Avot 1:1 R:R MR 77997207 no2

R. Meiri’s comments focus on the bein adam lachaveiro (interpersonal) aspect of patience. A lack of
patience can sometimes lead to taking our frustrations out on others. R. Yisrael Tausig quotes his father-
in-law, R. Yosef Pressburger, who explains the Mishnah’s connection between this type of patience and

teaching many students:

The three ideas [in the Mishnah] are all connected: If you are 1IN OR 7T AT 02170 19K 00027 Awhw
patient and interact with people with a positive disposition, X1 ,N19° 219 7202 Q7R 92 122pM 2NN
not with impatience, you will merit teaching many students 2¥1 1277 077020 THYR? 131N ,0°I79p 1N

and through them you can create safeguards for the Torah ... .. TIN? 270 MWy 19010 o7
Beit Yisrael, Shemot 3:5 TR NI L ORWS N3

Questions for the Table:

1) How can “teach many students” be applied to those who are not teachers by profession?
2) Based on R. Meiri and R. Tausig, why is it important for everyone (not just judges and teachers) to
have patience for others?

Patience and Experiencing the Process

Have you ever made something yourself rather than buy it ready-made? Did the fact that you made the
item yourself impact your experience of using it? The Talmud relates how R. Chiya prepared
educational materials to teach his students:

R. Chiya said: I make sure that the Torah is never forgotten from TN AnONWR K27 072V RIR X0 MR
the Jewish people. I bring flaxseed and plant it and then weave nets | RXI2732) RI™TW1 RIN°D RINVKT 2XWN

from the plant to trap deer. I feed its meat to orphans and with its R RIPDRM) RV RITVX) 20
skins I prepare scrolls and head to a place where there are no RP2VT "DWR KNP RIDIRY 2N
school teachers and write the Five Books of Moses for five different PTIT IR 12 M7 K2 K1p70)

I RWAMY Wi RWAN X120
7 939,11 XMWY 77°0 RNOW R1PINAT
277219 777°0 CINK °0 R TM

3P M2

students and I teach the Six Orders of Mishnah to six students and
tell them “teach what you have learned to your fellow students.”
Ketuvot 103b

Questions for the Table:

1) Why did R. Chiya go through all of the preparatory steps to attain the scrolls? Wouldn't it have been
a better use of his time to purchase the scrolls from a professional?
2) Why do you think R. Chiya excluded the children from the initial preparations?

R. Azriel Hildesheimer explains why R. Chiya went to such an extreme to prepare everything personally:

The commentators all wondered: Why was it necessary for all of I3 93 7% 1% AN DwNonn 9
these peculiar preparations from planting the flax, [making the] ,NITIN07 ,INWO NI 1920 MImnnn
nets, trapping, preparing the parchment and writing the scrolls M2°37 NN 2°09p7 NP°N 77X
with an effort that had no limits? Why didn’t he just purchase 1 NPY? A KD M MW 292 1w
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written versions of the Five Books and Moses and the Six Orders of TR VWD PIW 7231 TIT2 ...AANK
Mishnah? This is very puzzling! ... [One can answer] in a simple MO AR TN ORT 11011 NAR 1M¥Y
and logical way that if a student sees how much effort the teacher 12 707 17Y2 MDA 70T Y MR
exerted on behalf of the student, the student will be more interested MY 27 N7
in listening. NI2IND ,RNIDTH DRITY 927 W
Novellae of R. Azriel Hildesheimer, Ketuvot 103b $ap

R. Chiya’s students had a greater appreciation for the process involved in production of the scrolls that
they learned from and it greatly enhanced their experience. At the same time, R. Chiya specifically did
not involve the children in the beginning stages of the process; they only participated in its final stages.
Perhaps he felt that they didn’t have enough patience to go through the entire process and instead of
appreciating it, they would have resented it. R. Chiya’s method allowed his students to reap the benefits
of connecting to the process by ensuring that they had an appropriate and balanced level of involvement.

Questions for the Table:

1) R. Hildesheimer’s comments focus on the impact that R. Chiya’s actions had on his students. What
impact do you think these actions had on R. Chiya?
2) What are some factors to determine whether it is reasonable to perform a specific preparation personally?

Patience, like all traits, is an especially valuable characteristic when we learn to balance it with other traits
and values. We can benefit greatly from patiently weighing decisions and carrying out our actions with
precision as long as our patience doesn’t become an excuse for indecision or procrastination. When we
help others, we should be patient and understand that not everyone has the same talents and abilities. If
one is truly patient, it will be easy to determine when we can no longer help someone else with what
he/she needs to be taught. Whether teaching others or doing something ourselves, we should realize
that the more patience we have for the experience, the more we will appreciate it.

Compiled by Rabbi Josh Flug, Director of Torah Research, CJF
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