XX Do - GALUS MITZRAYIM

Avraham Avinu’s trip to Mitzrayim was the Maaseh Avos that set into motion
historical laws which were to be activated for and by the banim®. This was the Egyptian
exile. Galus Mitzrayim, in turn, was the archetypal galus®. All other exiles are but
another twist in the forces unleashed through Egypt®. And, in turn, our redemption from
Egypt ensured a built-in redemption from every exile’. Galus Mitzrayim was also an
archetype for personal exile, which refers to any situation where we fail to actualize our
spiritual potential®, for the soul is in exile in the body, and the redemption from Egypt
gave all of us the inherent potential to redeem those souls®.

Galus Mitzrayim was not only the archetypal exile, it itself resulted in the other
exiles, for Galus Mitzrayim was never completed. Had we completed Galus Mitzrayim,
that is to say had we completed all the tikun that was inherent in the potential of Galus
Mitzrayim, we would never have needed another Galus’. We would have gone straight
into Israel after receiving the Torah and never come out again. Moshe Rabbeinu would
have been Moshiach. His spiritual power was such that had he led us into the land of
Israel, no force on earth could have overturned that.

THE EXILE IS A PART OF THE REDEMPTION

The Hagadah of Pesach says that not only were we o°72y to Pharaoh, but had we
not been released, we would have still been o>72ywn to Pharaoh, a change in the
language. Later it also says: And therefore G-d took us out of m7ay to man, and from
Tavw to 77w Whereas nmay refers to physical slavery, mavw refers to a debt or an
obligation. In the case of the Jews, we might have been freed physically, but we would
still have been slaves to the culture and impurity of Egypt. Hence, the Exodus was as
much a spiritual redemption — a 79%3, as it was a physical one - man 2
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The ironic thing is that the exile was as actually a part of the spiritual
redemption. o»x» Mavw, as much as the redemption, came to purify and to elevate the
Jews to the highest levels possible. The suffering of the slavery was a purification for
sure. But beyond that, G-d develops His relationship with the Jewish people through
their slavery, and begins to hold them to a higher standard.

At the end of last week’s parsha Moshe Rabbeinu asks Pharaoh to let Bnei
Yisrael go. In response, Pharaoh makes the Jewish People gather the raw material (the
straw) for making their bricks, without reducing their quota®. The Jewish people are
forced to spread themselves over all of Egypt in an attempt to meet this new decree
(This is actually the fourth decree as described in 3973 " in the essay cited in
footnote 3 below)?® They are so pressed that they are forced to stop keeping Shabbos,
with all its benefits, a day when they not only rested but congregated together, giving
them a sense of unity. Now that unity, and its power, is gone®. The Jews are now also
more exposed to the Egyptian man in the street, who shows himself no less cruel than
Pharaoh and his taskmasters. (Hence, when the plagues do come, no Egyptian is
spared*.) The Jews now suffer not only the hardship of the slavery, but the total despair
of thinking that nothing will help — they will be slaves forever’. Moshe Rabbeinu
complains to G-d that his Shlichus made things worse®.
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Chidushei HaRim says that Moshe was indeed the source of things getting
worse, for Moshe Rabbeinu was operating at a level of Midas HaDin, and, as the new
leader of the Jewish People, he caused the whole Jewish nation to now be judged by
this higher standard®. At some deeper, spiritual level, the Jewish people were indeed
able to be held to this higher standard. But, in the world of action, wyni 22w, they still
needed the cushion of “onmm nn.

G-d responds by speeding up the redemption®. However, there is a price to be
paid for this: the Jewish people leave Mitzrayim early but have to go through
subsequent exiles to make up what was lost*. Moshe Rabbeinu can now no longer lead
the Jewish people into Israel, for his level of spirituality was such that it would preclude
further exiles®. The nature of these future exiles must perforce reflect the exact
conditions to complete the tikun of Klal Yisrael. Hence, since the fourth decree --
gathering straw for bricks causing the Jewish people to spread throughout Egypt -- is
ended prematurely, our exile will also reflect that spreading of the Jewish people
throughout the nations®.

All of this was a part of the Divine plan. In fact, as things seemed to be getting
worse G-d was putting all the elements of redemption into place. From the time that
Moshe was taken into the palace by Pharaoh’s daughter, this redemptive unfolding had
been going on’. The first verse of Sefer Shemos testifies that all the sons of Yaakov
went into Egypt with names of redemption®, for the purpose of the exile, of any exile,
was the redemption that came after®.

!Sfas Emes explains as follows: When G-d first made the upper worlds, he made it according to Midas

Hadin. But, when He made the lower worlds, He made them according to a mixture of Midas HaDin and

Midas HaRachamim. The higher worlds, however, continued to remain as pure Midas HaDin. Moshe

Rabbeinu came to elevate the Jewish people so that they would be operating according to the level of

these higher worlds:
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The Jewish people are the only people in history about whom exile was
announced — by G-d Himself to Avraham Avinu — even before they came into
existence'. The Ramchal tells us - 7> mox» My3m M%7 M7 2ow 7. The
principle is counter-intuitive but true that, the more that evil expresses itself, the greater
is the revelation of G-d’s Oneness, when that revelation occurs. The increase in the ¥9
appears to contradict 17>, But G-d is busy under the surface of history. His m»w» of
HaSh-m is growing inside the ¥n. In the end, when His Revelation emerges out of this
hiddenness (and annuls the v1 in the process), it deepens our appreciation of its
greatness and strength. The evil of the Egyptians was not just the price to be paid for
allowing choice. The growth of the ¥n reflects the expanded potential of His later
Revelation®.

This, says the Sfas Emes, is clear from the verses themselves. Our parsha brings
four languages of redemption:

S0mP91 o N9RI S NPEY DRI
Each one of these redeemed the Jewish people from an Egyptian decree, each
decree harsher than the next*. Within every one of the first three decrees lay the seeds

of one of the levels of redemption:
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The fourth and worst decree was that Bnei Yisrael should gather their supply of
straw®. What this means is that each new level of slavery triggered a deeper and fuller
level of redemption. The decree of the straw allowed for a level of redemption defined
as ay? *% oonxk °nnp, that the Jewish people were redeemed to the point of being taken
as G-d’s Chosen people. (Here, the redemption from the decree illustrates that the
decree itself was the lack of unity of the Jewish people.)’
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And so, slavery produces the Exodus — the birth of the Jewish people — and
finally the purpose of the creation can begin. What this means is that the slavery and the
Exodus, with all its attendant miracles, paralleled the creation.

Central to this were the n1on. The nion come to show G-d’s total involvement
with His world. Three times during the m>» the word “vn” is used:
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The first testified to His reality (7> 1°R), the second to His Hashgacha ( 292 "7 1x
yax7) and the third to His omnipotence ("3 px)* - one of the 13 principles of our
faith®. Faith was not to be left as an abstract philosophy or even as a tradition. It was to
be tangibly demonstrated!®

The miracles show that G-d not only once created the world, but continues to be
involved - G-d’s Providence permeates all levels of reality (the ten plagues). But the
plagues were also a yav nawma "w’, a change in the very order of creation. By
showing a new set of laws, essentially a new creation, the plagues proved that not only
does aw: provide ongoing anawn but that He is the Creator of the Universe as well. The
plagues worked backwards, re-establishing the purity of creation® and its moral
purpose’. They too are ten, like the ten sayings of creation.
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"According to the Maharal (v nn»i vup 2% ,5 ' nma3) it is only the river turning to blood which is of
this order. All the other things do happen in some form, he states, and their miraculous nature lay in their
size, their timing, their not entering Goshen and other factors.
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There was a further group of ten, the Ten Commandments. These reflected the
purpose of the creation®. (There are other groups of ten and the Maharal says that they
are all connected with the unfolding of the order of creation’.) The Exodus was the
transition in fact, from the ten sayings of nature to its inner content, the Ten
Commandments®.

THE NATURE OF GALUS

The Jewish nation is considered to be in Galus when it is subject to the
pervasive values, culture and ideals of the Galus civilization®. Ultimately, it is our
minds which are in Galus — we begin to think about issues and values — about medical
ethics, politics, economics, the family ... like the host nation®.

But there is more. Our lowered spiritual level causes the Shechinah to go into
Galus, i.e. to be revealed in places where it is mixed with & and therefore cannot
fully glow®. But when G-d taught us this principle, He taught it as a source of comfort —
that He would accompany us into exile and stay with us there: Tny 79X *21X :7 1% nPWRI2
79v Ox 7Y oIk . In fact, He would count Himself as one of the Jewish people
who went into exile!”
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*Therefore the Greeks are considered to have exiled us spiritually, in the sense that Hellenistic culture
rapidly took root on the very holy Israeli soil where Judaism ought to have been strongest. This is why
the Greeks are considered one of the exile nations. The Jews were never in fact physically exiled by the
Greeks. The Greeks conquered Israel but let the Jews stay on the land. But the Greeks did, very
consciously, impose their Hellenistic culture on the Jews. And what was not done consciously was done
by osmosis and seepage, similar to the way aspects of American culture and language can be found in
every corner of the globe today. Greek culture was so powerful that about half of the Jewish population
became Hellenistic, a term which in the Jewish historic literature refers exclusively to Jews who bought
into the Greek culture. Thus the Greeks sapped Jewish civilization of energy, milking away reservoirs of
the best of its youth, creeping insidiously into the head space of anyone not alert enough to fully
understand its dynamic.
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G-d is with us, but the Shechina is IN EXILE!" And exile means that G-d’s presence is
more hidden®. Galus HaShechina is a situation where even the slightest, faintest idea
that something else is independent of Him — be that nature or the Egyptians - has any
power whatsoever®, The power that is lost to the Jews then gets transferred to the Galus
Civilization. The Egyptians drew their power from exactly the same source as the Jews
lost their power from — Galus means, in part, a 917 vow to the nations of the world*,

So the real understanding of Galus is that it is an outward expression of our
inner spiritual state. Our lowered spirituality leads to Galus HaShechina — the lowering
of G-d’s light to its minimum® - which in turn leads to our physical Galus.

Galus, however, is not only a consequence; in its abject impurity, it provides the
opportunity for tikun®. It is both the illness and the medicine, for G-d promises that He
will exit the Galus, and that He will take us with him".

The Maharal explains that Galus is ultimately an unnatural phenomenon, a
breach in the natural order of the world®. It is not natural for the Jews to be dispersed®
and it is not natural for us to be subject to other nations. And, being unnatural, it is
therefore destined to end. Neither the Shechinah nor the Jewish people belong in Galus.
Perforce the laws of spiritual nature will prevail to end our exile. Geulah is no mere
wish or hope; it is the intrinsic natural forces of history that will drive the world to this
resolution™®, for only that which is natural has continuity™*.

The reason that Galus is possible to begin with, explains the Maharal, is because
the world is composed of both physical/material and spiritual components. These two
dimensions, the material and the spiritual, reflect mirror images of each other. The
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Jews, who chose to attach themselves to core spiritual endeavors, are able to unify all
forces. On the other hand, their failure to do so leads to a dissipation of these forces into
the fragmented reality of the material. In the material world, things have their own
identity and separate themselves into different directions. The four Galus nations
represent this reality”.

The Jews owe their existence to their spiritual content — they are pure form.
Remove that form, and the Jews have no power in a pure world of material might. The
Egyptians were just the opposite — pure matter and no form — slaves to themselves, to
their drives and their self-made gods?, totally reactive to their environment and captives
captives of their own whims®. It makes perfect sense that the nation of form would be
subjugated to the nation of matter when that form got lost®. But this very insight tells us
us how the march towards Sinai — towards the spirit - was the secret of the Jews'
physical redemption as well®.
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