DEFINING ONE’S ROLE IN LIFE

Achieving Greatness

any of us look at ourselves and may not see anything special. From a Torah
Mperspective this is incorrect. The Torah views each individual as vitally
important and understands that each person’ role in life is completely unique and
distinct. This shiur will help to point the way to making this idea real by helping
us discover what one’s unique role actually is. By discovering one’s role in life and
realizing how each one of us is vitally important in the general scheme of things, we
will find it easier to overcome the corrosive emotions of envy and jealousy that so
easily destroy one’s happiness in life.

This class will address the following questions:
& Is every Jew supposed to be doing the same thing?
@ How can I determine my unique purpose in life?
2 How can [ use my profession as a way of serving God in my unique way?
2 How can I avoid feeling envious of those whom I feel are more gifted than I?

Class Outline

Introduction
Section I.  Each Person is Incredibly Important
Section II. Everyone Has a Unique Mission
Section III. Detecting One’s Unique Mission
Part A. Discovering One’s Mission
Part B. Looking Inside and Out to Gain Perspective
Part C. Becoming a Complete, Refined Individual
Section IV. One’s Vocation as a Major Part of One’s Mission
Part A. Selecting A Vocation

Part B. The Potential for Serving God through One’s Vocation

Section V. There is No Room for Envy
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INTRODUCTION

1. Rabbi Mattisyahu Rosenblum, Morasha - Each of us is a Chosen One.

The concept of a Chosen One is one of the recurrent motifs in all of literature. From Arthur to Luke
Skywalker we read again and again of someone who seems to be nothing special who is revealed to be
the Chosen One. This theme has not ceased to resonate. Is anyone not stirred when Arthur pulls the
sword out of the anvil and, revealed to be the true king, goes on to lead Britain to a golden age? Does
anyone not rejoice when Luke Skywalker turns out to be “the Last of the Jedi” and frees his galaxy
from the evil empire? The biggest cultural phenomenon in the last decade has no doubt been the story
of Harry Potter. Millions rejoiced when poor Harry, cruelly oppressed by his aunt and uncle, and his
true nature kept from him, found out that he was connected to a higher dimension of reality, that he
was a wizard. Millions followed intently as Harry slowly discovered that even within that “wizarding
world” he was the Chosen One with the unique ability to defeat the murderous Lord Voldemort. And
millions rejoiced when Harry fulfilled his destiny and defeated that evil.

Why do such stories have such a universal appeal? By the time this class is over the answer will be
obvious. The power of these tales comes because each of us identifies with these figures. In the depths
of our soul we recognize that, in God’s profound plan, each and every one of us really is completely
necessary. Not that we are striving for externally acclaimed stardom. Rather, each and every one of us
is a Chosen One who has a unique mission that only we can fulfill in the full revelation of God’ glory.

SECTION I. EACH PERSON IS INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT

Many of us look at ourselves and do not see anything special. Even if one has not fallen into the modern cult
of empty fame, the question still exists: “In this great world what do I matter? There is nothing special about
me.” In the eyes of the Torah, this outlook is simply wrong. The Torah views the importance of each and
every individual as being vast beyond human comprehension.

1. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Sanhedrin 37a — Every individual is a world unto himself.

Therefore, man was created alone to teach WHI TINDT SO T P DTN X33 T5
that destroying one life is tantamount to NOP DD TN 1ORD N0 YOV TOYL L RN
destroying an entire world; and sustaining one TN 25T DY oM . AIFIN WY DRI 5

life is tantamount to sustaining an entire world. 15 M TN TN 53 TS ... NS DS DR

Therefore, every individual is obligated to say, T

“The world was created for my sake.”

Not only is each person of infinite value, an individual even has the capability of sustaining the entire world
by refining his character and actions.

2. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 38b — One righteous individual is enough to keep the world running.

Rabbi Chiya bar Abba said in the name of Rabbi D78 Hawa 9N MY 94N IR 93 N1 039 [TR1]
Yochanan, “The world can exist even in the merit O IO DT8Y NI 0P DWW TN
of a single righteous person, as it is written, ‘A

righteous person is the foundation of the world.

%
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3. Rambam (Maimonides), Hilchot Teshuvah (Laws of Repentance) 3:4 — The world depends
upon your actions.

A person should view himself all year long as PRI IR 91D W 5D MY IR DIR 5O P8
if he is half meritorious and half guilty ... If he FIN 9099 O0R TID T L. 3% PR ONDS
performs one meritorious act he has tipped the AR D915 DTN St A5 B 5O XY 1Y
balance favorably both for himself and for the “OSY TIDY RN AN ORI

entire world, thus bringing himself and the whole
world salvation and deliverance, as it is written,
“A righteous person is the foundation of the
world.”

The Rambam teaches in Hilchot Teshuvah (5:2), that each of us can be as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu
(Moses), our greatest leader! Righteousness is developed by overcoming the challenges we encounter in life.

4. Rabbi Yitzchak Hutner, Pachad Yitzchak, Michtavim 128 — Overcoming challenges is the path
to greatness.

There is a common misconception in our midst TS NN DOPOPI MR WOIR X7 T Y
regarding our attitude to the appreciation of PN D103 DY5O0N 13T T S bW
our great individuals. We tend to focus on their Dow PSW 1597 Sy N D00 Dby S

current elevated status, neglecting to recall the SN mRAY 30T DINI 5 05T WNY Ava

P78 5100 paw” N 0T Son 0om L...owDa
N %5 DALT DWHM (19,7 9Wd) “Op
NI 0D 2278 DI yaww DUYN — MY TIT3
Y N NS 2000 DY D90 PaR 0P
JOW MDD AT 7T N YIRS TR

many mistakes and hardships they encountered
on their path to greatness. King Solomon
wrote, “A righteous person falls seven times,
yet rises again” (Mishlei/Proverbs 24:16). The
uninformed assume the meaning to be that
greatness can be achieved despite experiencing
an occasional stumble; however, the wise know
well that the verse’s intention is to instruct us
that the very path to greatness is solely attained
by encountering obstacles and then overcoming
them.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION I

& Though we might not perceive this truth, the Torah makes it clear that each of us is the hero of an
epic. Each of us is called to achieve glory by fulfilling his role in the world.

& To achieve greatness, we need to be prepared to work to overcome the many challenges that we
will encounter throughout our lives.
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SECTION II. EVERYONE HAS A UNIQUE MISSION

The reason for the cosmic importance of each person is that each person is completely unique. We may

not see this truth. Our eyes only see the surface; we usually only notice “outstanding” talents and abilities.
Sometimes we even look outside of ourselves for success when it really exists within us, if we could only see
it. Judaism sees things differently — everyone is unique, or else he would not exist.

In Kracow there stands a synagogue known as the Shul of Izik Reb Yekale’s. Legend has it that Izik was
a simple man, a builder by trade, who was haunted by the same dream over and over again, that under a
particular bridge in Prague was buried a huge treasure, which would belong to whomever unearthed it.

At first Izik dismissed the dream as absurd, but after a while he become obsessed, and could hardly sleep at
night. Although his wife told him to get the crazy idea out of his head, he decided once and for all that he must
go to Prague and find the treasure. So, one day he took some meager provisions and set out for Prague.

When Izik was fortunate enough to hitch a ride on a passing wagon, he rode. Otherwise he walked, stopping
only at nightfall, sleeping in the shelter of the trees.

After many weeks, Izik arrived at Prague and sought out the bridge he had envisioned in his dreams. But alas,
the police were always patrolling the area and there was no way he could begin to dig.

For days he loitered near the bridge, hoping that perhaps there would be a break in the patrol, allowing him to
dig for the treasure.

Finally one of the police patrols approached him. “Why are you constantly loitering around this area day after
day?” the policeman asked. “What is it you want here?”

Izik was a simple man, and saw no other way but to tell the truth. He related his dream to the policeman, also
telling him of the travail of the long journey he had made in order to get to Prague from his humble village near
Kracow.

When Izik had finished telling his story, the policeman howled with laughter. “You fool!” he said. “And because
of a silly dream you came all the way here? Well, I have had a repetitious dream, too. I have been dreaming
that in a tiny village near Kracow there is a little hut that belongs to an idiot named Izik Reb Yekale’, and in
that hut there is a tremendous treasure. Believe me, friend, there is no treasure for you here.”

Crushed, Izik returned home, only to find out that in his absence the plans he had set in motion before chasing
a dream were actually coming to fruition: his hopes to build a bigger house were finally realized because the
price of lumber had fallen drastically; the lot he had set his heart on was available and affordable since the
owners had left the area and the rumor was that they had instructed their agent to unload the land quickly, at
any price. Best of all, his wife had discovered that they were to have a child. Out of all this good fortune Izik
Reb Yekale’s prospects flourished, and he was able to build not only a bigger house for his growing family, but
a large new synagogue for his community. He regarded building the temple as his mitzvah in return for having
learned a valuable lesson.

Neither wealth, fame, prestige, nor anything external can give us more than a fleeting sense of satisfaction. As

corny as it sounds, the only true lasting happiness is within ourselves — which, sadly, is too often the last place
any of us look for it. (Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D., Do Unto Others, Andrews McMeel Publishing, p. 99.)
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1. Blessing over the renewal of the moon, ArtScroll Siddur p. 612 — Everything in the universe

has a role.
Blessed are You, God ... Who with His utterance PO M DR NI TTORDI TWR... TN T3
created the heavens, and with the breath of His .DTREI N B NOW DS 1773 10 PIF DNAE 55

mouth their legion. A decree and a schedule did
He give them, that they not alter their assigned
tasks. They are joyous and glad to perform the
Will of their Creator ...

D0 PR MWYS DM D

2. ArtScroll Siddur, Commentary, ibid. — The principle of having assigned roles is built into
Creation itself, and fulfilling one’s unique role is what brings joy.

“A decree and a schedule did He give them” — after creating the heavenly bodies, God set them in their
specified orbits, giving each an unchangeable role in the cosmos.

“They are joyous and glad” — despite the apparent tedium of their permanently assigned tasks the
heavenly bodies joyously serve their Maker because they know that by doing His Will they have a role
in Creation. This is a lesson to man to revel in his opportunity to serve God.

3. Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) 4:3 — Everyone has a place in God’s scheme.

He [Ben Azzai] used to say, ... “There is no one 15 PRI,V S PRY DTN TP PN .e. TN T NI
who does not have his hour, and there is nothing DI 5 PRY 937

that does not have its place.”

4. Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto), Derech Hashem (The Way of God) 2:3:1 -
Selections from Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan translation, Feldheim — Everyone has his unique role in
vanquishing evil.

Good and evil were created within this world IR 193 M50 DIND O ATy Y
and man is placed between them. Mans task, in a 925 DPPa DTN DY Y 0PI 210 Y DA
general way, is to choose good over evil ... LA IR
The Supernal Wisdom, however, has distributed SN PDIT IV IR TIVOYT INOM RN DN
various aspects of this test [of choosing good SN PO P2
over evil] amongst the individual members of

humanity ...

So that each individual has his own share in T POM DTN 31 wANY R 595 R
the battle between good and evil. This is his o593 IR WTPD NI L7 [alainilamhl oI
assignment and responsibility in this world, and 519 PAW T, NI D 55 13 TS TR T
within its framework he must strive for success o D983 DM 52 5

... Through everyones efforts together, all of the
necessary work will be carried out.

5. Ramchal, Mesillat Yesharim (The Paths of the Just), Ch. 1 — Each person and his own world.

The very foundation of plety and the root 588 9995 RO STV U YTonD TID°
of Divine service is the clarification of one’s LAPOWY AMT T DING
obligation in his world.
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Clarifying one’s unique obligation and mission in this world is the cornerstone of Divine service.

6. Daily Prayer Book — Even within the discipline of Torah study each person has his own
unique nature.

Grant us our portion in Your Torah. MM RS

7. Talmud Bavli, Berachot 58a — No two people are alike.

One who sees a vast number of Jews together D19 DOM I3 N SR DD FIRINT

recites the blessing, “Blessed is ...He Whose I T YT DRI PNY S T YT OrYT PN
wisdom encompasses (all) the secrets.” For no

two people have the same psyches, and no two
people look the same.

Rashi:

“He Whose wisdom encompasses (all) the N 52 353w [ PTYE-0T DM
secrets” —i.e. God knows what is in the inner

thoughts of each of these people.

8. Avraham Aryeh Trugman, The Mystical Power of Music, p. 111 — Each individual has a part
in the symphony of the universe.

It is taught throughout Jewish tradition that each person has a unique soul and a unique mission in
the world. No one can complete anothers task for him or her. We all have our special contribution to
make, our own instrument to play in the cosmic symphony.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION II

& Far from demanding uniformity, Judaism insists that each person has his or her unique mission,
and all of one’s service of God should be based around fulfilling that mission.

SECTION III. DETECTING ONE’S UNIQUE MISSION

A seamstress living in early 20th century Poland, Sarah Schenirer had a profound and invaluable effect on
Jewish women. After centuries of pogroms, persecution, and poverty, Jewish learning had drastically declined.
Only a small percentage of Jewish men had any real knowledge of their heritage. Women’s education was even
more neglected. For lack of alternatives, young women from traditional homes attended nonreligious schools
and were led away from Judaism.

Greatly disturbed by the situation, Sarah Schenirer cried out, “Watch how the girls pray without motivation,
as if it were forced upon them. Some are here to please their parents; others, as if God needs their prayers. My
sisters! When will you understand that our main purpose for being on this earth is to serve God?”

A bright and warm-hearted woman, Sarah Schenirer understood that those who left Judaism did so out of

ignorance. She wished to show them the great beauty and depth of the Jewish tradition. Leading rabbis blessed
her endeavors and wished her success.
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In 1918, Sarah Schenirer opened her first school with 25 girls. The girls loved learning about their heritage
and religion, and more joined. Within a short time, Beit Yaakov schools opened all over Europe, and she
founded a teacher’ seminary to fill the need for educators. By 1937, there were 250 Beit Yaakov’s with 38,000
students throughout eastern and central Europe, along with youth organizations and summer camps. Today it
is the largest Jewish women’ educational system in the world. (Jewish Women Speak About Jewish Matters,
Targum Press.)

PART A: DISCOVERING ONE’S MISSION

If each person has a unique mission, clearly it is of vital importance to discover what that mission is.

1.

Rabbi Shalom Brezovsky, Nesivos Shalom, Vol. I, Netivei Da’at, Chapter 6:2, p. 30 — The
obligation to figure out one’s unique mission.

Before anything else, a person is obligated to 29T jqpnb} WS ]JDﬂﬂb M DINT 55 WNT2
reflect upon and search out what is his unique AT LI D, DA T NI o
mission for the sake of which he descended to .05 T Ay
this world ...

Rabbi Tzadok HaKohen, Tzidkat HaTzadik, # 154 — If one truly understands that God has
given him a unique mission, he must believe he has the capability to successfully fulfill it.

Just as one must believe in God, so must he IS 0 T3 DD PONTD DINT IS OwD
believe in himself. JDRYI PORT? 0 NN

Believing in oneself means believing that one has been endowed with the ability to execute his assignments.

3. Rabbi Shlomo Freifeld, Reb Shlomo Speaks, ArtScroll p. 121 — Clear self-knowledge gives one

the freedom to grow.

I think back in my own experience to when I finally began to make something of my life, and I can
identify the day. In those days I was in yeshivah surrounded by a group of brilliant near geniuses.
These were my friends, my associates, my role models, and I tried to pattern myself after them. And
then one day, I sat down in a room by myself, put my head in my hands, and had a heart-to-heart talk
with myself. “You are not brilliant,” I told myself. You are not a genius or a near genius. You have to be
who you are. You have to start your learning from the fundamentals and work your way up. There are
no shortcuts for you.”

Believe me, the experience was painful. I felt as if a dagger had been plunged into me. But it was my
liberation, my personal exodus. That day was the turning day of my life.

4. Rabbi Avi Fertig, Bridging the Gap, p. 132 — Finding one’s role requires living according to

one’s internal truth and not for what society says.

Man’s essence, the true “I,” is within — it is the inner world with which we are primarily concerned.
Individuality and originality must be nurtured internally. The modern misconception is that

our individuality must be presented externally, displayed for others to see. Otherwise, goes the
misconception, by not expressing our individuality to others, we are stunting ourselves. The culture
in which we find ourselves lives life on the outside. Torah, however, demands that we build our inner
worlds — that we nurture our individuality within — for that is the essence of man.
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Just because you aren't a famous concert pianist, that doesn’t mean that you don't have unique skills ...

5. Rabbi Beryl Gershenfeld, Class for Ner LeElef — Knowing your unique self is the basis for
everything else.

Our Rabbis teach us that among the traits that help us acquire the Torah is the trait of recognizing
one’s place. The major requirement for real success is knowing who we are. Though it is not clear that
one should spend much time looking for one’s special path in the earliest stages of one’s development,
when one is laying the basis for one’s future growth, in the long run this must be done. One cannot
achieve deep success by just following others. Everyone comes with a unique shoresh haneshamah
(root of one’s soul). One person is deeply affected by the Mesillat Yesharim while what generates
change in another is only the Shaarei Teshuvah. For this reason the Chofetz Chaim says that one
should not criticize a book or a class since even if it he does not like it (unless it is clearly mistaken)
for someone else it might be perfect. Just like a person will look silly wearing someone else’s clothes,
one will never really succeed by mimicking another’s path in life. There is simply no one Platonic ideal
of the one perfect man. Everyone’s perfection will differ and will be achieved in a different way. The
Netziv (HaEmek Davar, Bamidbar/Numbers 15:41) says that if someone asks you to tell him what path
he should take, your answer should be that he must pursue the path that his heart desires within the
broad realm of Torah and mitzvot ...

PART B. LOOKING INSIDE AND OUT TO GAIN PERSPECTIVE

The job of finding one’s unique role requires a deep and honest look at many different aspects of yourself and
the world.

1. Rabbi Beryl Gershenfeld — Three things to observe in order to detect one’s unique mission.

* Step 1: Draw a circle labeled “What I'm able to do” — include all the things that make you “you,”
being a good listener etc., or maybe you prefer machines to people.

* Step 2: Draw a circle labeled “What I like doing” — include all the things you're drawn to, that you
like doing, without regard to whether you're able to do them or have the resources.

* Step 3: Draw a circle labeled “What my society, community, and God need from me” — include all
the things that are practical considering where you come from, where you’ll live, the community
you're in, and where you're at in terms of religious observance.

2. Rabbi Akiva Tatz — The Thinking Jewish Teenager’s Guide to Life, pp. 79-80 — Since God has
given us the tools we need to fulfill our task, clearly looking at our special tools is a means to
discover it.

If you were placed on a building site with a bag of tools by an intelligent foreman, all you need do

is look around and see what is being built in your immediate vicinity and what tools you have been
given and you will know immediately what you should be doing. Obviously, you have been given
exactly the tools you need for the job; life is not a joke — you have a task to accomplish and you have
definitely been given all you need to accomplish it. A careful examination of your place in the world
and your personal character tools will give you a clear picture of who you are and what you must do ...

Again, the tools match the job exactly. We understand that the One who creates the whole enterprise
gives every individual exactly what he or she needs to carry out the work that is necessary.
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3. Rabbi Yeruchom Levovitz, quoted in Alei Shor, Vol I, p. 146 — Before any particular skills
are developed, one must first find the deepest positive traits that one has been given as one’s
own. These are the basis for everything one does.

... Only through guarding the qualities that YA HVR DB PROYD DB Y D ...
are already his naturally does a person become ORI D1, msn b 555 0N o 1353
complete, because in truth the entire basis for YT MBYH NOR PR DTNT ATy D 55
a person’s service is only the qualities that exist ST IPOY TMAL B DN Y303 HIN DI TN

in him naturally. If he will only guard them and
use them in the right way, never veering from his
own essential nature, he will reach his ultimate

PO T TI0,D2AM0 YYALD 1P XD INTD 113
Py ANI 25 TOM 121 b 150 595

9y A mpal 9y
completeness. He will fully change to be good 202 232 B DY PN

and even his bad traits will be reversed to being

fully good.
Every person has a unique quality that is YA PN L NTMB P b v DTN 5D
naturally so perfectly good that he cannot even 1IN 559 W IR 15U TV, 200 P9ona

understand another person who is defective in
that respect. For instance, a naturally patient
person will scoff at someone who has the defect

Su 395w NOH N 101, 5P DI 1930
937 55 5y Dyonm DY SW T3 Amm 1730
) oBanin Funial pX7alie) iuRininyiBatallpa N i)
T 3 0TR Do5w mem 1 NI T
MIRY IO W W U MP-0uw N Oy
DN W T IR AP 50 NT Y, 20 1910

of anger and gets angry about everything. And
that person will have some other quality that the
first is defective in. Every person is given some
particular quality through which he can change
himself to being fully good, and this comprises e IOW 55
all of his work through which he will achieve his

completeness ...

4. Rabbi Mattisyahu Rosenblum, Morasha — Recent thinkers have moved in the same direction
as Rav Yeruchom Levovitz and view knowing and focusing on one’s strongest traits as the key
to success (see Christopher Peterson, The Handbook of Positive Psychology, pp. 137-162).

In this idea of knowing and focusing on one’s positive traits, Rav Yeruchom presaged a recent
development in the field of psychology. Though they obviously don’t base their idea from a confidence
that a perfect God gave each of us our precise role and the tools to perform it, the founders of the
Positive Psychology movement have found that a shift of focus onto our strengths — something that is
for most of us by no means natural — leads to far greater success in life (as they define success).

The problem is that most of us do not find it very easy to recognize our strengths. For this reason these
psychologists have generated a list of character strengths that are widely valued across many cultures.
They found that even people who are not fully conscious of their strengths if they are presented

with this list of 24 possible strengths can usually find between two or five such characteristics. This
discovery can feel like an epiphany as they recognize that such a strength feels authentic (“this is the
real me”), is associated with excitement when using it, and rapid learning in themes associated with
that strength. (Christopher Peterson The Handbook Of Positive Psychology, pp. 137-162). This list
is found on their website http://www.viastrengths.org and could be a useful tool to start searching for
these character strengths. Similarly, the book Now, Discover Your Strengths argues that the greatest
growth in one’s professional success lies in discovering and perfecting one’s strengths and provides a
list of thirty-four natural strengths to help discover one’s own.
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5. Pirkei Avot 2:9; Rabbeinu Yonah ibid. — This idea that one can achieve greatness by first
perfecting one pre-existing quality is discussed in the early authorities.

“What is the straight path that one should cling LSINT 7S PITR T T9T N 0N
to?”

Rabbeinu Yonah:

Clearly one should cling to all good character 113 P70 OIND MR AN M 903
traits. Rather, [the Mishnah] means that one DoW 1P NN T3 PATA (D 317 T NON
should stick to a specific trait and become PON Sp3 Swa OnNa HnNS oTRD 2w 00,
complete in it, because it is better for a person 0 13 090D, W M 50 ON Mk D
to focus on one trait and become complete in it, YD AN O5W NN D

since it will then be easier for him to attain other
traits by means of that one, rather than working
on several traits and not become complete in any
of them.

6. Rabbi Shalom Brezovsky, Nesivos Shalom, Netivei Da’at, Chapter 6:2, p. 30-31 — One’s natural
talents are a major sign of one’s special task.

One needs to have clarity about which unique DI SIS N D MR P o8
strengths God has given him that he can utilize to PO 372005 591 07 Sy W N P
draw close to Him... As long as he does not have NI I3 0T MM N TR N ONY

S92 MDY MDA YT YD vOY,AMNa
TOW I PIY OD NI ININ,TOM 53R 1D )
IO WMYS

one who has been blessed with superior abilities
in Torah study must know that his mission in life
is to succeed in Torah study. Similarly, for one
who has a love for performing acts of kindness
this is a sign that this quality is at the root of his
soul.

7. Netziv, HaEmek Davar, Bamidbar, 15:41 — Another rule in finding your proper role: make
your primary focus those things that attract you.

... If a person comes to ask what is the straight O MW IR JIT TN DINGS DIX X3 DN ...
path that he should choose for himself in the way ﬂbﬂP 9N 1Y DY P YD T N IS 7
that he should learn or with which mitzvah he orow 2. PN T 195w .35 99773 o

should be most careful, the answer is found in
Kohelet/Ecclesiastes: “Walk in the paths of your
heart.” What your heart is pulled after is clearly

WD 11205 2N PIY 110D %

what your soul perceives to be good for you.

8. Rabbi Avraham Pam, Atarah LaMelech, p. 176 — Your natural inclinations show your portion
in God’s plan.

One who feels a special pull toward a specific T3 BN 300 PIY FIPRD WHI3 03 1 B 1 5
area of gOOd deeds, whether it be Torah study, NI ,D”ﬂﬂ Yy: PN N ,70m2 N nbsgnz DN
prayer, or acts of kindness for others, he must MbYRAR M3 512 1 TR, TR W

realize that this is his connection to the Tree of

055 1307 85 T 13 YR DN ,1370
Life [i.e. Torah] and through that area he is
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rooted in holiness. It is through this point that he
can build himself up and become elevated [in all
areas], if he takes care to invest great effort in it
constantly, never abandoning it.

9. Rabbi Beryl Gershenfeld — Another major way to grasp who you are is by studying what
moves you when looking at the world.

... The Maharal understands that Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai was concerned that his students might
just try to grow great by following the path of their rebbe or by their intellectual understanding of
what is important. For that reason he told them to leave the study hall and go out to look at the world.
Everyone sees the world differently and whatever each one saw as the key quality for success would
be the quality that that student was naturally connected to and which he should perfect to achieve
greatness.

10. Pirkei Avot 2:9; Maharal, Derech HaChaim p. 93, ibid. — A person can find the quality he is
uniquely connected to by observing what he praises.

Every man is pulled after his natural trait and AT N AW AT TN T NI DTN 5
praises it in others ...

PART C. BECOMING A COMPLETE, REFINED INDIVIDUAL

Of course, the Torah never allows us to go to an extreme. Even if we must work with our strengths, we can
never try to permanently ignore our weaknesses since one of our major tasks in life — probably the major task
— is to refine our negative character traits.

1. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. I, p. 146 — Immediately after Rav Wolbe quotes Rav
Yerucham Levovitz on the need to develop one’s natural strengths, he discusses using them to
fix up our weaknesses.

One of the profound truths in Creation would 52018 DNMITY N7 PR PRYD RO
seem to be that each man’s nature fits his task in PP LY RENTY 70 DA WTIYAS DIR
life so that it is specifically his best natural quality POWAE YIS SO0 R 39905 59 AT
that can overcome the most basic fault that he by Y OP B Tiap mbSIY 1 13 WN

has. One who succeeds in grasping his chief
quality and knowing his chief fault has attained a
tremendous thing, for now he knows what God
asks from him.

FTP NI 0P DT 9270 Y ey nnmwn
D wNT RN

2. Rabbi Beryl Gershenfeld, Class for Ner LeElef — Rav Dessler shares the same idea that the
first step is to know and work on one’s natural strengths, but then one must go further.

We have to first discover our root-trait and work to perfect it. But of course the Torah does not allow
us to only develop our natural trait. We clearly should not remain too weak in what is harder on us
and therefore after, say, five years of developing our strength, we have to work on our backhand.
Rav Dessler says that first everyone must discover his main trait and work to perfect it. Then, after
perfecting our natural trait, we are obligated to develop the other necessary traits.
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3. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. II, p. 161 — A person should strive continually
towards completion.

The starting point of a person’s service is to TR 0N O PN N DTN ATIAY YR
recognize and reveal his prime characteristic and 99790 By FIISWS AN SN SRV
develop it to its completion through the paths of I 2 PORDID 19 5N TN LD 1IN Y, T

the Torah and be faithful to it. But he should not

I 771,133 S0 MR TN 03 90
be satisfied with this perfecting his natural trait]

JN D3 102 1w 1oy minbwd
since he is obligated to develop his other qualities ] g

in order to reach completion.

4. Rabbi Akiva Tatz — The Thinking Jewish Teenager’s Guide To Life, p. 85 — Even if we all have
a unique mission, we must all work on a shared base.

THE CIRCLE STANDS ON A BASE

Of course there are some basics we all need. Before you begin the serious work of defining your
unique circle, there are some fundamental qualities you need to acquire. Your circle stands on a base
which is essential, and that base has two parts:

First you must be a decent, refined human being. And second, you must live up to your Jewish
obligations. These are the universal qualities and elements that are necessary before your circle can
become meaningful: we all need to be working on self-control and refining our characters. We all need
to learn consideration and concern and many other qualities. The circle is the unique constellation of
features that makes each of us distinct, but before you work on becoming distinct you need to be sure
that the basics are in place so that your circle has a place to stand.

As an illustration: certain requirements of clothing must be met before you can consider the question
of personal style — you must ensure that you have the essential items of clothing needed to be decently
covered before you turn your attention to the particular style of those clothes that appeals to you: you
would look ridiculous choosing elements of style in your clothing if you are not yet decently covered!
First, the basics must be in place; then one can begin expressing personal taste and style.

5. Rabbi Yehudah Nachman, Derech B’lev Ish, p. 153-156 — Indeed, working on one’s basic
obligations may be a necessary stage toward finding one’s unique role.

The proper way to search for one’ path in serving 1955 FMNTT TN TIT 0N WerD I 1T
God is not through experimenting and endless 9901 T 559 R RON .75 11D% 070 OY PN 2
thinking. Rather, remember the following rule: TP T N2 PR DINY 595 73

the more one devotes himself to Torah and

1PN P21 1997 5 — AMIPwa N13ONIA failplal
serving God, and meets all of his obligations

121057 1DIND PWH DTN MRD... I 17993
D2 DWW , O, NN (P D8N DT
O DYDY PPY PN PRD FOWT RDBI PIN T
AN DI MBTPNNM TV 70T I8 Mg
JMay v

joyfully and conscientiously — the more his

path in life will become clear ... When a person
immerses himself in the four areas in which

our Sages instruct us to constantly strengthen
ourselves — Torah study, prayer, good deeds, and
one’s vocation — God lights up his eyes and helps
him find the best possible approach in serving
Him.
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6. Shevet Mussar, Ch. 1, Paragraph 14 — Your rough spots are probably the most important.

If one feels an unusually strong tendency toward P2 oW Tinb NP DIRT PYAMY 9373 DY
one particular activity that the Torah prohibits, D55 535 Tt 93T Sy

this is an indication that part of his unique
mission is to overcome that inclination ...

Similarly, if one encounters unusual inner 791035 Y 198 PPN TNRD PRI INT P T
difficulty in fulfilling a particular mitzvah, he was 11,5203 18 NS By ORI 0D, IrRR P
most certainly sent into this world to do precisely ™ INYRIT5Y 512D 198 17D Pl oo RO
this mitzvah and his evil inclination opposes him SV DT 05w

to stop him from fulfilling his obligation and to
ensure he leaves the world empty-handed.

Exercise: Make a list of the areas in which you feel the greatest difficulty.

7. Vilna Gaon, Mishlei 14:2 — Make sure that your program of self-improvement is tailor-made to
your individual spiritual needs.

“One who follows his own straightness is a God- 19773 25 P98 DTN 599547 RY 1903 T
fearing person.” Since people have different ,mb SO DINS 03 D VN ) ,15 IR
character traits, each individual is prone to ST AIIND TNST A 500 NI I Y
sinning in certain areas more than others. 9% YPAM PNE Y, TR 1 108y 9735 +3)

Therefore, a person must develop his own path,
erecting safeguards for himself in the areas that
he is more vulnerable, although others who do
not face the same struggles will not need those
safeguards. This is the idea of “following his own
straightness,” i.e. following one’s own straight
path. One who does this, in spite of the fact that
others who do not understand his reasons frown
upon his ways, is truly God-fearing.

A2 1917 195,98 9375 I8 am mvnwn b
Y RYTOYIATOPYIAL UDYN OW W T
TOUT NI D“DYNY, TR NI 7D DY OPN 0D
STRY NI

8. Pirkei Avot 2:5 — Despite all the careful analysis to decide on one’s special role, at times,
through force of circumstance, God gives one a different role. In such a case, one may have to
step far away from what feels like one’s natural role.

Where there is no man, try to be a man ... LR OIS DTIW DWIR PRY DIPD3

KEY THEMES OF SECTION III
& Knowing that God has created each of us with a unique role empowers us to search for that role.

& While fulfilling one’s basic duties, a person should work over time to detect his special strengths,
what he yearns to do, and what makes him happy. Following these clues one can begin to grasp
and live one’s unique role.

&= In addition, one of our major tasks is to also refine our negative character traits.
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SECTION IV. ONE'S VOCATION AS A MAJOR PART OF
ONE’S MISSION

Finding one’ role in life does not only consist of choosing paths within one’s personal development, Torah
study, and performance of mitzvot. One should also find a vocation that suits one’s unique nature, and not
just view it as a means to earn money.

PART A. SELECTING A VOCATION

1. Chovot HaLevavot, Gate of Trust, Ch. 3, p. 322, Leiberman Edition — The affinity one has
toward a particular vocation is a Divine signal pointing him in that direction.

Each person has a natural inclination toward a DN 153N FMAD N TORSHA PO ¥ DTN 599
specific area of work more than another; for God MY oos T TN 1DV 1O 5N 30T 930
has imprinted this affinity into each person’s MIONDIA TIN5 DN 401 WA PRI NSEY

nature ... When one finds within himself a desire
for a particular type of pursuit, and believes that
he is well-suited for it, he should invest himself
in that pursuit and use it as a means for earning
a livelihood. And he should not give up that
pursuit when at times he fails to support himself,
rather he should trust in God that He will give
him enough to live all the days of his life.

D MR DWW TOY ... T IR 1D
YR DRI TPD D130 3 INAR
DPFONI M N, DY I8P 5900 B YD
om0 51970 1% propw

2. Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Careers, Hobbies & Sports for a Ben Torah, Aishaudio.com — Select a
vocation that will allow you to maintain priorities in life.

When you select a vocation, make sure that it leaves you ample time for Torah study, for thinking
about what life is really all about, for living a full Jewish life. Make sure you don't lose sight of life’s
purpose and make your vocation the sum total of your life, and make sure the career you take allows
for this.

PART B. THE POTENTIAL FOR SERVING GOD THROUGH ONE’S VOCATION

A Jew must always remember that one does not just reveal God’s glory in the study hall or the synagogue. A
person’s vocation is also an avenue for serving God.

1. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. I, p. 269 — Any occupation, when utilized properly, can
be invested with religious significance and sanctity.

The Sages relate that (the Biblical figure) Hanoch 700 55 53,7 DY I TR DU RITPN
was a shoemaker. “Over every stitch that he Y39 .(TIF TP, PSR BATR) “OTI TR
sewed in a pair of shoes, he would perform DTS AN PE T ARG 58t 35D SR

unifications of the heavenly realms.” Rabbi Yisrael
Salanter explained what form these unifications
took: Hanoch invested careful thought and intent
into each stitch — his intention was that each

,TIAN0Y IR OPI TR MO0 7en 92 5y N
IO DTN NI, 3 TN Sy i
D173 TP 70 PR — DYIA7 FANTDY T0MD YT wyng

'I
stitch go toward creating a comfortable and i
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sturdy shoe so that the owner would be able to
get the maximum benefit out of it ... When an
individual infuses loving-kindness and love of
other human beings into his work, this is the
greatest form of “unifications”!

It simply does not make sense to think that we only serve God in the synagogue. The same God gave us
every moment of our lives and every moment is meant to be invested with meaning.

2. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. I, p. 313 — Every moment carries a mission.

Every moment in the life of every creature AR TR DN, ORI TR 59 DYN P39 P39 5
facilitates a unique revelation of Godliness ... WM PIY IR 15995 DA I I NOT
This is the idea behind the concept mentioned in SFIN DO P39 5% SR TV TR oY 553

our daily prayers, that God “each day, constantly,
renews Creation.” For each moment is a self-

NI wIn

contained universe [i.e. the creation of each
moment is the creation of a new world.]

3. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. 11, p. 270 — Every pursuit has the potential for holiness.

In God’s world, there is nothing or no type of SN POV IN 93T DN PR T30 S
pursuit that is devoid of holiness. Wherever 55 AWTEMY , MATNRT TOM, MIA M L o1ena
refined character traits, kindness, and love of I T FTIAYS PR TN

fellow man can be found, the work being done is
elevated to the level of Divine service!

4. Ibid. — Any vocation is an opportunity to apply Torah values to real life situations.

Each vocation brings its own store of challenges, DN, DTS 172N, INIIND DN PRI 318 o
whether it be the temptation to overcharge or AN DR, D515 5N N MMEb 5N s
underpay, the difficulty of always keeping one’s SHOD MY YR IN DTN D137 1790
word, making sure to avoid selling forbidden 1351 Bt 5 SoR 13T 99T X123 110D

things, or avoiding unacceptable business tactics, FIN MRS 77 PRI TS JIAY 1T 03 9T Don

etc. When a Jew encounters such a situation, he
el 122777

must know that this is his mission — to rise to the
occasion and observe the halachah (law) ...

5. Rabbi Nosson Tzvi Finkel, the “Elder” of Slabodka, printed in Chut Shani, Vol. I p. 31 —
Connecting to God is not restricted to religious ritual, Torah study, and prayer.

Many people think that service of God and fear of SNSPNRI DHRY NI T OTIAY 0D DA DO
heaven are restricted to specific actions at specific DYTAPI DUNPHIY D3I DYTAND DT DN
times, such as religious ritual, Torah study;, 91, 7DM... A oY TN P 1

and prayer. Thus, when someone finds himself

| Sw 1t 55511 7 0 KR WOBY IN DTN IR
outside of a formal Torah context, he feels empty

YR NI, T3 T AN DT owynn
DIN...D03%0 DWYIN TTAYD PN 1 18y PN
AN 51 1TIE0 PR 5O XD 110 M TaNY YN
NI D1 D93 DTN WYH 50 e D

and distanced from God ... But one must ask
himself the following question: Since, after all,
the world is filled by God’s Presence, this means
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that one’s every action is done in the presence D"92721.97 17130 DIp i o Tan oy 5593

T Y3 DI P MR DRI DO
DIPD AW P 8DW IWON PR, 10
S 3 RS TS

of God. Everything in the world is directly
dependent upon God’s Will for its very existence,
and everything that happens is under God’s
direct supervision. That being the case, how is

it conceivable that there can be any area of life
which is devoid of the potential for fulfilling
God’s Will?

It is inconceivable that any area of life is outside of the bounds of serving God.
Rabbi Finkel proceeds to cite the following teachings of the Sages as evidence for this principle:

6. Talmud Bavli, Ta’anit 21b — Working as a doctor requires Jewish medical ethics.

Doctor Abba used to receive a greeting from the
Heavenly Academy every day. Abaye [the Torah
leader of the generation] would receive such a
greeting only once a week, before Shabbat ...
Abaye was distressed by this state of affairs ...
He was informed [from Heaven]: “You are not
capable of doing the sort of things that he does.”

What was Doctor Abba’s routine? When he
would practice medicine, he would have the men
and women sit separately. When he would treat

a woman, he had a special cloak that had a hole
in it through which he would treat the affected
area, so that the woman would not have to be
undressed in his presence. He had a special box
in a private place into which anyone who wanted
could place payment, but someone who could
not pay would not have to. When a student of
Torah would come for treatment, he would refuse
payment, and he would even give him some
money and tell him, “Use this to recover fully.”

NPT RIM00 REOW 9 1IN I RIDIN RIN
NP 07 ... NII2WT NP 2591 50 225 N 5
9 1IN LRIDIN NINT DD PART POYT NN
SPINYD TR 3n RS

RO TP 9T 2NIDIN RINT I N ONDY
N12% 75 5PN TIAD W TIAD 0733 I 10
I D RADDID 0D NN ANAT NI P PNT

oD% 897227 29 1% A% M RPN 0 NN

SRR MWD P MTWT RYIZT NANT P PRI A

D I KD PR YT A T 1D PNT

I Dpw KD PP NN P2 8N 7D MmN

T3 N3 D% P N WD D 1 NPT

(Please also refer to the Morasha classes on Jewish Medical Ethics.)

Ibid. 22a — One can employ proper ethics and Jewish values in any profession you choose.

Rabbi Broka would often pass through the market
of “Left.” He was visited frequently by Elijah the
Prophet. Rabbi Broka asked him, “Is there anyone
in this marketplace who is [especially] worthy

of eternal life?” Elijah answered in the negative.
Presently, a man ... entered the marketplace,

and Elijah pointed to him, saying, “This man is
worthy of eternal life.” Rabbi Broka ran after the
man and asked him, “What do you do?” ... The
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man answered, “I am a prison warden. I make
sure that the men and women are incarcerated

separately” ...

Soon afterward, another two men passed by. N5 233 123 7 4N 0N 00 IO O TN
Elijah remarked, “These men are also worthy of 1IN 1977 IR 10 IR 170395 DIN 18 PINT
eternal life.” Rabbi Broka approached them and DI 000103 OR SBY DTN PR ST WIR 5
inquired of them, “What do you do?” “We are Y9 YT M T RIPF S IORT 9003

happy people,” they replied. “We cheer up people 135
who are sad and when we see people quarreling, '

we try hard to make peace between them.”

KEY THEMES OF SECTION IV

& Judaism is not limited to the synagogue. If it takes more strength and creativity to serve God while
occupied with activities that are not overtly spiritual, for that very reason these activities present
a unique opportunity to serve God. There is no moment without significance to the God that gave
you that moment.

SECTION V. THERE IS NO ROOM FOR ENVY

Rabbi Meir of Premislan once heard the complaint of a congregant who worried that another retailer had
opened a store in competition with him. “Did you ever watch a horse drink from a stream?” the Rabbi asked.
“You will notice that he taps with his hoof while drinking.

“The horse sees his reflection in the water and thinks that there is another horse there that will drink all the
water and there will be none left for him. He therefore taps with his hoof in an attempt to scare the other horse
away.

“Don't be like the horse. There is enough in the world for both you and your competitor. He will not take away
what is destined for you.”

After this the storekeeper gave help, tips, and advice to the other retailer and both of them prospered, each store
as is often the case, fueling the other. (Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D., Do Unto Others, Andrews McMeel
Publishing, p.99.)

1. Rabbi Akiva Tatz — The Thinking Jewish Teenager’s Guide to Life, pp. 79-80 — Faith in the
perfection of God’s plan allows for greater personal growth as one focuses on his own unique
task instead of wasting his energy thinking about someone else’s.

... If you think you lack the tools you need for life, you are wrong. You are mistaken either because
you have those tools but you are simply unaware of them, or you are mistaken about your task in

life: you have the tools you need to fulfill your role but you are pursuing the wrong role. The role you
imagine to be yours is in fact someone else’s. In other words, you are unaware of your tools, or you are
unaware of your role. You need to do some serious work to discover exactly the nature of your tools
(and to discover all of them; nothing has been given to you to be wasted). And you need to do some
serious work to discover your role: stop longing for someone else’s role and get busy finding yours.
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Again, the tools match the job exactly. We understand that the One who creates the whole enterprise
gives every individual exactly what he or she needs to carry out the work that is necessary ...

And [with a grasp of your unique task] if you have ever felt jealous of anyone who has gifts or talents
that you wish you had, you will lose that jealousy: if they have been given those talents it is only
because they need them for their role. If you do not have those particular gifts, it is because you don't
need them — you have been given the tools you need; you could not use someone else’s tools because
they are irrelevant to your life’s purpose. That person needs them; you do not.

As you develop your true personality, character, and abilities, you are liberated from worrying about the life
you shouldn’t be leading.

2. Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, Alei Shur, Vol. I, p. 37 — Awareness of your unique nature protects you
from being envious.

An individual who knows himself and is aware IFY 31350 TV, PO YTV IR IR P
of his nature, and who knows that whatever God PO 1IN SR P9 ONY, N 5973 SIAn— TP XA
has given him is a wondrous gift — if he will only 799 5310 W I DTN L TTIN oy 535 wop

take advantage of his talents and strengths he will
attain all desirable traits. Such an individual does
not suffer from jealousy or envy another person’s

DIPW 7T P2 JO8Y IR TITHN ON...LINIPD
979998 5992 310395, 78 135 PN YT . [00R]

IM
lot in life! ... Do not compare yourself to others.

Have faith in your Creator that He has given you
all of your spiritual needs!

This vision of the world not only encourages huge growth by empowering us to find and focus on our
unique job, it also comforts us in what seem to be our failures. We can never be so confident that we are
failing our task.

3. Rabbi Shlomo Elyashiv, Sefer HaDei’ah 5:5:5 — Do not measure success in your life’s mission
by outward success only.

The reason for the constant spiritual upheavals 553 DY TN IR MTE 5 TI0 1
that take place in a persons life is that one’s 5K 31Pﬂ.‘l51 95979 NIT T3 00 .0IR Da Sy My
mission is to descend to the lower levels in order ISP I TP 0D AMBYID T e b TN

to refine and elevate them. This allows the sparks
of holiness trapped in those levels to be released
and restored to their proper place.

D5 9 NoRITD 03 PRy

This should teach you how careful one should 999559 TIRD 95 DN Bt by N is kiva)
be not to become embittered about the spiritual DN 1551 59 1R BYIRED 1435 S PR TN
lot God has bequeathed him, whether small or YT PSR IPNE TARY TN IN NI 5T 0P

great. Qr if one feels that he is not as sgccessful Y 9B AT 1D B NS 131 D 8O3
in spiritual matters as he should be, or if he feels

A0YT9 19 IR Y
that he has more challenges dealing with his evil Y
inclination than he should have [he should not
become bitter].
For one can never know what task he was sent 5 m5wa AW aRDD PR BY YT DTN PR 0D
into this world to perform. One person may have 5373 DﬂWPJbW DN WTRDL) 237 IN mub ;-bm;

Personal Growth & Development 18



been sent to [metaphorically] clean the gutters,
to purify them of all pollution, and is constantly
in a position of unease and constriction; while
another was sent to adorn the king’s chambers
and make a crown upon his head, and thereby
enjoys all of the comforts of royalty at all times.

Thus one’s heart should never sink because of
life’s vicissitudes; rather he should constantly
strengthen himself. Only God knows the
secrets of His plans, giving each individual the
appropriate tasks, allowing each individual to
repair his supernal root; and together everyone
shall bask in the light of the Living God.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION V

DEFINING ONE’S ROLE IN LIFE

P17 . DI NIHI THN NI, NN NN
N 5P Ty My, 1omn 020 Nk bwpb
D751 MWD 1t Sy By nm

NON M T Dawa 5105 0N PR, INTDY
WO T2 WU 10 79590 Tn WY DN P
5 INTT oD N TN 895 b mhy
D TINI PN OOV DI W IN PD
Rallinlepla

& Many of us spend a lot of time looking at the talents and success of others in various aspects of

life. Though at times this may inspire us to become more fully what we should become, more often

than not it just depresses us. Our eyes do not see what God sees. Each of us has a unique task.

& If we do not enjoy the “success” we see in others it may be because that is simply not the success

we were created to achieve.

& The take-home lesson of this entire class is one thing: each of us is considered by the Torah to be a

world of our own and our only focus must be to achieve glory by fulfilling our own individual role.
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