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Introduction.

B DEAR TEACHERS,

These lessons have been designed to help students understand the importance of emulating '7’s attributes in their daily
interactions. It is our hope that through their study, students will gain the sensitivity to further their unique mission in this
world. We believe that by teaching this material, students will become a link in the holy chain of Jews that have sacrificed to

increase ''s honor through their righteous actions.

These lesson plans have been organized to facilitate the teacher’s ease of use. Stories and extended text have been placed

appropriately within the lesson plan, adding interest and depth to the lesson.

All 7mn sources have been cited with footnotes for the teacher’s convenience. At the end of each lesson, additional resources

have been included for further clarification and study.
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B SHORT REVIEW

B Previous LESSONS.

In the last ten lessons, students learned about 71 evmp. Presented below is a list of the previous lessons as a review of the essential

concepts that were taught.
* Lesson 1 - Defining 7 enmp and 71 5%
* Lesson 2 - Bringing the world to the recognition of '11: the purpose of creation and s 553
* Lesson 8 - Publicizing the Name of 71 through His blessings and the armwi of Sxae» 55
* Lesson 4 - Honoring ' for His own sake, not for a person’s own honor
* Lesson 5 - Emulating the ways of 71 so that each of us becomes a op>x oo
* Lesson 6 - 1w p in the workplace: being faithful and honest
* Lesson 7 - Interactions with non-Jews-honesty and returning lost objects
* Lesson 8 - Respectful conduct precedes Torah Study
* Lesson 9 - Balancing our pride, humility and honor

* Lesson 10 - Our unique Jewish Mission
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Lesson 11.

m KippusH HASHEM IN THE PRESENCE OF JEWS

B INTRODUCTION.

Thus far we have spoken about the importance of
sanctifying the name of ‘71 before non-Jews. However,
the ‘7 v pp is even greater when exhibited before a Jew.
When a non-Jew witnesses an act of ' ¥ p, he may be
personally influenced to draw closer to 7. When a Jew
is impacted by an act of ‘7 ey mp, this also inspires him
to sanctify 7's name. Now he becomes a role model for

others, bringing more m7p into the world.”

B OBJECTIVES.

Students will:

e Compare and contrast the effects of ‘11 vv1p before a

non-Jew and before a Jew.

* Define the three reasons why we must all involve
ourselves in the mwn of helping Jews return to musn

observance.

* Create scenarios of true to life situations, depicting

how they might influence other Jews.

B ANTICIPATORY SET: INITIATING INTEREST.

The teacher will use the graphic organizer tree found at
the end of this chapter to show the ramifications that an

act of 71w p has on future generations. The teacher will

explain the following:

In previous 7 enmp lessons we spoke about the analogy of
the captain (representing a Jew) who must guide his ship
and his passengers (representing the non-Jews) to their
ultimate destination. A non-Jew who is influenced by an
act of ' ¥y mp is brought a bit closer to his destination.
However, an irreligious Jew who is influenced by
1 TP to become M AN A now becomes a captain
who himself can lead many more passengers to their

final destination.

The act of 7127 p has not only caused this particular Jew
to keep mun but his future family as well. The person who
is responsible for this is rewarded not only for the nwn
of this family, but for all the nu» that will be kept by the

descendants of that family for all generations to come. 2

B DEVELOPMENT.

58t 2N D5 AP 31 once said that each generation is
granted a mu» that is particularly significant for its time.
Our generation has been given the mu» to “let the Name

of Heaven become beloved through you.”

During the times of the ¥t o1 psm in the early 1900,
the n%swin movement, which enticed many Jews to forsake

their religious lifestyle and embrace new economic
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opportunities, spread rapidly throughout Europe. Nine
out of every ten German Jews falsely believed that they
were accepted by their non-Jewish neighbors and pledged
their allegiance to their German heritage instead of their

Jewish roots.

In order to combat this spiritual collapse, the st amm yen
wrote a plea to the people of his generation asking them

to rescue those who had been lost.

In the introduction to his book, called “nm pwn” the
531 ovm port outlines the obligation to reach out to Jews

influenced by the a%swn movement.

In the book, he brings three reasons why we are obligated
to perform this holy work. These three reasons help us
understand why 727 p is so much greater of a ms= when

witnessed by a Jew.

1) ’1 72> — HasHEM’S GLORY

The world was created so that SN 555, who are ''s
children, would be able to give honor to His name.
Through our acceptance of, and commitment to, 7m0
nsm, we bring honor to Him and show love for His
precepts. It is a great merit for a person to have an
opportunity to give honor to a king. It is all the more so

a great merit to be chosen to bring honor to the Creator

of the world. It should give us great nmw that we have

the merit and the tremendous reward for doing so.

When a Jew witnesses others degrading 7's name by
not keeping the mun, he should feel pain as if his own
father was degraded before him. He should do all in his

power to restore '7's honor.”

We should use the gifts and talents with which we have
been blessed to honor '11. One blessed with wealth should
use it to build yeshivos, and one blessed with the gift of

speaking should inspire others with mmn insights.”

7357 requires a Jew to give up his life rather than
transgress one of the three cardinal sins: ow1 mzsw
It s vy wou—murder, illicit relations and idolatry.
However, (in cases of non-state sponsored religious
persecution) he is also required to give up his life
if forced to violate any prohibition, even one that is
considered minor, if the violation occurs in public before
ten Jews. This is only regarding Jews. If, however, this
coercion took place in front of a much larger number
of non-Jews, he would not be obligated to give up his
life 7 wyp by, (In a time of state-sponsored religious
persecution, known as Tw, one is required to sacrifice
his life for any commandment, even in private.) This
seems to suggest that a ' wy1p that takes place in the

presence of a Jew is greater than one that takes place
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before non-Jews. of being mum 7mn w before a Jew, he may create

another captain who has the ability to bring many more

This is because when one demonstrates the importance . . L
passengers to their ultimate destination.

STORY #1—REACHING OUT

Chana (name changed) had gone to 587 1 with her family during the summer following eleventh grade. She was
looking forward to her senior year, when she would apply to seminaries in Y% 8. Common as it might be these

days, she knew that a chance to visit Y87 a8 was a generous gift from her parents—not to be taken for granted.

While Chana was riding a bus in &%, two chareidi women were talking with animation. Chana didn’t intend to

eavesdrop, but she could not help overhearing their conversation.

A non-observant family had moved into her building, complained one woman to her friend. Why they would
choose to live among the “ultra-Orthodox” was a mystery, and something of an affront as well. What would
it be like seeing the non-observant mother, father and children going about their lives, with such profoundly
different values, ways and appearances? What unpleasantness might they anticipate from people whose lives were
at tremendous odds with theirs, and who undoubtedly looked upon chareidim with hostility and contempt? And

what about the children...?

The woman was clearly upset and terribly worried that the presence of these people would threaten her family’s
way of life, with its many o™ (protective fences) which she and her husband had worked hard to build. Chana
listened. She didn’t have a lot of 23 exposure in her background. Yes, she had volunteered for a local program
that year, teaching the basics of Judaism to young children from assimilated families one evening each week,
and she had worked earlier in the summer at the program’s 211%p camp, but she had not been deeply involved in

outreach.

To this day, she does not know what made her do it. Suddenly, she found herself speaking. She was very embarrassed

but forged ahead.

“I don’t think it is my place to say anything, and I realize you are upset with the whole situation with your new
neighbors, but perhaps they behave the way they do because they were never shown a different way of life, or the

beauty of Yiddishkeit. Perhaps if you would show them...”

The women were surprised and a bit bewildered. They looked at Chana skeptically, with just a touch of pity in

their expressions.

The woman who was complaining about her new neighbors responded, “Mammele, you are young and naive. You
have no idea how deep the animosity runs from the chilonim to the chareidim. They would surely scorn an invitation
from me. And besides, how could I go out and tell them to do things differently when I am not a perfect person

myself? How can I tell them what to do, when I still have things to work on?”
Providentially, Chana remembered something she had learned. The words spilled out with ease:

At 58er naN's first A9 n moes in the early 1930s, the 5 st ovm pen urged everyone to fulfill their obligation to do
whatever they could to save their fellow Jews from the forces of assimilation that were raging through Europe
during the era of “isms.” His urgings were met with protest. “How can we tell others to do what we haven’t

perfected ourselves?”

The 531 ovm yor responded with a Swi: A traveler was invited by a wealthy man to have a cup of tea. When the
guest looked into his cup, he saw sediment that had settled on the bottom. “Where is your water from?” he asked.
When told that the town’s water came from a local river, he advised his host that the town needed a filtration

system. The system was installed, and thereafter, the water was crystal clear. It worked well until a huge fire broke
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out some time later and burned down half the town.

The next time the traveler was in town, he heard what had happened and inquired, “Couldn’t you put out the fire?”
The people replied, “It took a long time for the water to work its way through the filtration system, and there

wasn’'t enough filtered water available to quickly control the flames.”
“That was foolish!” said the traveler. “You don’t need filtered water to put out a fire!”

The 53t o1 pen went on to explain to those who resisted his call to outreach, “There is a fire raging in & 55s.

Just go out and do whatever you can to stop it.”

The ladies listened politely. They exchanged pleasantries, asking Chana her name and where she was from and

parted company pleasantly.
Chana questioned whether she had done the right thing, even though it had seemed right at the time.

Months passed. One night shortly after m=e, Chana heard a voice in a thick Israeli accent when she answered

the telephone.
“Is this the home of Chana Freund?”
“Yes, Chana speaking. How may I help you?”

“My name is Grveret Klapchuk from obw. I don’'t know if' you will remember me, but I am so happy I found you.

Last summer, I met you on a bus. You overheard my conversation about our new chiloni neighbors....”

“Oh, yes,” replied Chana, the memory rushing back, along with the color in her cheeks. “How ever did you track

me down?” she asked tentatively.

“i 73, I remembered that you said you lived in Brooklyn, and I kept calling all the telephone numbers for
‘Freund’, until I found you.”

Chana was amazed and curious.

“At first I was taken aback—a young American girl speaking up as you did. But I thought about what you said,
and I decided to try. I invited the family for that naw and, 7 3, they have been coming to us every naw since. They
have kashered their kitchen. They took their children out of chilon: schools and enrolled them in a Shuvu school.

The family is growing in Yiddishkeit, and I wanted you to know.”

Chana had the courage to reach out. Her courage was contagious. Can we imagine the mmat of Chana and Grveret
Klapchuk for the spiritual transformation of the neighbors? And can we imagine the mm>t of the new neighbors

themselves, for the courage they displayed in changing their lives?

Their story can become our story. We need only begin, as the mn teaches us, and s 2 wr1pn will send us 8n»po

s, The outcome is His, but the manws is ours. ”

-By EILEEN FINE FROM Binah Magazine. COPYRIGHT 2008. (718)305-5200.

9

2) M2 (s sapn ansp) TR T DRy DN 537
EVERY JEW IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS FELLOW

We have been given the responsibility not only to
influence other Jews, but to make sure that our actions
do not create a 7 »%n (a desecration of 7's name). It is
the responsibility of the entire Jewish nation to be united

in bringing honor to 7's name and to ensure that no

individual disregards nmn law, thereby creating a 7 55,

In 1993, 5wt s 58 29, addressed the annual
convention of SN pTuN in America in response
to allegations that certain Jewish institutions had
improperly obtained government funds. “We] cannot
shrug off the smear against us by saying, ‘It was that

institution. their actions,” he proclaimed. “The
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71 9% must be borne by all of us, for the status
of mn students has fallen. This affects us all. . . It
is. . . the responsibility of the entire Sxw» 553 that
there [will] be no thieves among us.”

-Jewish Observer, JANUARY 1994

Each individual Jew must feel the responsibility
for his actions. A ‘1 %1 made by an individual
Jew can have negative consequences on thousands
of other Jews. He should view his actions with
the understanding that they may impact an entire

nation.

The sa21 in mwn wa explains the concept of niaayp.
If someone has already fulfilled a msn» such as vy p
or e n313, he may perform the man and recite the
blessing again, in order to help another Jew fulfill
his obligation. His own observance will be seen as
lacking if he does not help his friend to fulfill his

man obligation.

Since the ultimate purpose of bnwr Sb3’s mun
observance is to bring honor to 71, one Jew who
fails to observe a ms» will detract from 7’s honor,

not allowing 587e» 555 to achieve its true purpose.

At mmnm n%p, we not only accepted the
responsibility for our own mu= observance but also
to help our brothers. The srovmpsn explains by way

of analogy that if 231 cosigns to be a guarantor

for a loan for pymw for thousands of dollars and later
realizes that pynw will use the money for a business
deal that is destined to fail, he will do his utmost to
ensure that py=w does not get involved in that deal.
12387 does this, because he knows that if pymw loses
his money and cannot afford to pay back the loan,

he, as a guarantor, will have to pay back py=e’s loan.

When we see another person who needs help with
the fulfillment of nsn», we, like 12387, must do our
utmost to motivate others to do mm», because we
are the guarantors for every Jew’s msn observance,

and we are all responsible for each other.

To illustrate this concept the oman jan says that if
one only has enough oil to light his 1m7mmab mun moun
for himself and his friend has no oil to light his own
7, he should divide the oil so that they can both
light [one candle’] each night. Even though he will
not be able to light p7mnb, he should still give to his

friend, since both of them will now be sy».

The same holds true if one owns his own mnx in
a city that has a communal »nn. If a neighboring
city has no mny, the owner of the anx should give
up his own »nx and use the communal »ny, in
order to ensure that each city has an »nx to fulfill

the mxsn.°

STORY #2—L.ONG DISTANCE DIVIDENDS

A man once gave Rabbi Aryeh Rodin of Congregation Rodfei Shalom in Dallas a donation for $2,000. The rabbi
was puzzled why the man, who was Jewish but clearly not observant, wanted to make such a large contribution to
his synagogue. “Rabbi,” explained the man, “recently I was in Jerusalem at the Western Wall. There I saw a man
praying with such fervor; I was moved to the depths of my soul. I wanted to express how moved I was, but I didn’t
want to insult the man by giving him money, so I decided I would make a contribution to a synagogue where that
man would feel comfortable praying. “When I returned to Dallas, I described the man I saw at the Wall — the long
black coat, the broad black hat, the sidelocks — and asked where a man like that would feel comfortable praying;
Rabbi, they told me your synagogue! So here I am.”

Eventually, this man and his family began to attend services religiously and became major supporters of the
synagogue and its outreach efforts. In retelling the story, Rabbi Rodin points out, “The Yerushalmi had no idea that
his devotion to prayer changed the life of an American man and his family, bolstered 7n programs and enabled
the construction of a shul building in Dallas. After 120 years, when this man passes on to the next world, he will

be greeted in Heaven and commended on what he did for increasing 7n and building a new shul for the Jewish
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people in Dallas! “The Yerushalmz, who never in his life left the Holy Land, will wonder, “What is Dallas?””

- A TRUE STORY DOCUMENTED IN THE Artscroll Maggid Series By RaBBl PEsacH KROHN.

N wbw o 2py 21 related the following message as told to
53t 2am m 29, by, Sstqw 2, “If one person can kill six
million Jews, one person can also save six million Jews.”
We each have the obligation to take part in this great

project—one Jew at a time.

3) MTIN DO cee sy TP BT 5P TmPN KRS
HASHAVAS AVEIDAH

The 7m0 takes great care to outline very specific laws
regarding our obligation to return a lost object to its
owner. The 5t ovm psr explains that if we must be so
careful to return a lost object to its owner, how much
more so to return his “lost” soul! Even if one found a very
expensive object, how could it be compared to the reward
of a men? The reward of eternity is priceless. How can
one compare the loss of a diamond ring to the loss of a

men?

If a person was drowning and his friend had the ability
to save him, he would run to save him and be happy to
do so. Imagine the satisfaction of saving a person’s life.
How much greater would be the satisfaction of saving a

person’s sl

The 5w says that just as we are commanded to help a

person whose life is in danger and not to ignore him, so
too must we save a person who is in spiritual danger. If
we are obligated to save his body, we are also obligated to

save his soul.

72N nawn also applies to influencing religious Jews to
strengthen their msn observance. When a Jew causes
another to rise to a higher level of observance, he has

returned to him a treasure more priceless than diamonds!

We have learned from the 5'st o»m pon that one should
never hesitate to teach and influence others, when given
the opportunity. On the other hand, we must do whatever
we can to prepare ourselves and establish a proper
foundation. When one is strong, he has something to
offer others. A young man once asked the v 1 if he
should leave yeshivah for half a year to take a teaching
position but was instructed not to do so at that stage in
his life. The w1 explained that the more he learned the
more he would have the ability to influence others when
the time was right. He explained to another student that
the 51 o pon learned for many years in order to become
the great person that he was. However, after all of those
years of learning, he was able to change the world in a

very short time. (r1:2 977 8D)

STORY #3—WHOM WE SERVE

N bw apne oon onan 27 wrote the following: I was fresh out of yeshivah and kollel where I had studied diligently for

many years. There, in the sheltered environment of the yeshivah, my time had been my own. I was beholden to no

one, and I could study 7mn day and night, to my heart’s desire. But now I had accepted the position of sn2nn wNa

and I had a whole school full of boys and their parents to answer to. Indeed, they made many demands on my

valuable time. Before school hours, during school hours, and after school hours, there was always something going

on which stole my precious time. My only consolation was the fact that every morning our pa was graced with the

presence of the 7 53, *pxinp 2pyr 27, who wintered in Miami Beach, FL to avoid the cold up north.

Once, I drove 2pp 21 to the men 72 of a boy who lived a very long distance from our 8nam». It took quite a bit of time

and effort to attend this lengthy affair, and I was a bit annoyed. As I drove apy* 21 back home in my car, I complained

how I have so little time to learn, because I must respond to every invitation I receive, be it from a student attending

the 8n2nn or the child or grandchild of one of our supporters; and this devours all of my time and energy.
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apy 27 smiled and answered me (in Yiddish) in his sweet but firm way: “You know what they say in America?
Der customer 1z allemohl gerecht!” “The customer is always right!” You must understand; they — the lay people, the
masses, everyone — are the customers. We, the rabbis and teachers, are the salesmen! We are selling them '’s
70 and myn. We must do whatever it takes to make our customers satisfied and happy! We must participate in
all of their nmmaw. But never forget Who we are really working for. We are not really working for our customers;
we are working for the Almighty, Himself, whose mmn we teach! What a ma! What a privilege! What endless

opportunities for 71 wrp!

A frequent theme of 2py* 27's convention talks was the special responsibility of creating o ma2s in all that we
do. So great is the merit of ‘71 w7 that even where it results from improper motives it elicits a divine reward. For
example, because a 71 v resulted when ' thwarted the plans of 1n, 29mp, and 8100, they were rewarded with

descendants who were great 790 scholars (2:m ).

3pp* 31 once told peapy mvvw M, who was considering establishing a kollel in Denmark but was concerned about
removing his children from the intense mn environment of @benw, “If' the descendants of 1, whose intentions

were all evil, were 790 scholars because of the 7wy mp that he brought about, how much more so can we expect the

children of those whose every intention is for a 71 wy1p, to grow to be 70 scholars.

-Reb Yaakov BY R* YONASON ROSENBLUM

The above story also assures us that one needn’t worry
that by helping and bringing others closer to ‘1 that he
will sacrifice his own development and closeness to 7. The
5 31 oo pon explains that 7 will help him to get closer to
Him and develop his strengths in a much shorter time. It
is for this reason that it was 128 o128 who was so beloved
to 7. oman was not only concerned with his own personal
growth and development, but brought others close to .°
On the verse (a2 N9pM) “0opON 71 98 w1 p 2 »an ownp,” the
a2 an> explains that one might think that emulating
7 and being separate and holy would mean to separate
oneself” from others. However, we see that even though '
is separate and holy, He is mm271 oy 3mpn—He is involved,
so to speak, with His creations. He desires that we care

about our fellow Jews and guide them to serve 7. 7

The wam tells us that Jewish children are the living
splendor of 5N7e» aN. On a trip to S8 pan in the 1950,
St prawsp »op 39, the revered mawsn wNa of Yeshivah Shaar
Hatorah of Queens, took his young son 5 (the current

naw wi) for a visit to the home of the 21 ppoma.

The 27 turned to »5p1 21 and said, “Take him to a»m pp naw»
and let him see the 771 children learning 770 and their

oman teaching them. That is the shain’keit, the splendor, of

SN PN
-SHUVU PARLOR MEETING, JULY 1995—Jewels from the

Crown / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU

B ACTIVITY.

As religious Jews, we meet other non-religious Jews
in many situations. We might see them at the local
kosher store, at a e or a dinner, or even in our own
neighborhoods. Sometimes a non-religious Jew runs the
dry cleaner that we frequent or comes to service a broken

appliance in our homes.

Although we might initially be embarrassed to try and
influence him to keep mym 77, if we keep in mind that
we may have the merit to save his maws, we will be less

hesitant to do so.

Sometimes it is through our actions alone that another
Jew might be influenced. Think of scenarios in which
a Jew who sees us acting in the right way might be
influenced. Create a scene in which a non-religious Jew
who witnesses your actions will be influenced to keep mn

msm.
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* A Jew who works with you in the same office

* A Jewish store owner who owns the store where you
buy food

* A Jewish cashier who mans the cash register where
you are making a purchase

* A Jewish teacher who teaches secular subjects
* A non-religious Jew who comes to a class that you are
giving

* A non-religious Jew who comes to your home for naw

or:

* How you might influence others if you were the head
of an important Jewish organization

* One might also consider a time that he was influenced
to become stronger in his own observance

13

B LireE LESSON.

Self-assessment is sometimes difficult for younger
students. However, it is motivating for students to hear
how their classmates assess their talents and strengths.
Print a list of the names of students in the class and give
them out to each of the students. Pair the students off
and have each one list what they feel are the prominent
skills of their classmates and how they could use these

skills to bring other Jews closer to nuwm 7.

Once they have been given time to write their ideas, the
teacher should allow students to present their ideas. (The
teacher should make sure that none of the students are
averse to having their names and skills read aloud. If this
is the case, the teacher could devise a method of having
the students write their ideas and letting each student

see only the responses that were written for him or her.)
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Y AAKOV INFLUENCES DAVID TO BECOME
DN 79N .

DAVID MARRIES AND
BUILDS A JEWISH HOME.

9 dOVd HAZINVOU() DIHIVHL)

HIs CHILDREN ARE NOW
DINDY 7D .
) \ \ \ \ \ ) \
\ \ \ \

THE CHILDREN MARRY AND
BUILD JEWISH HOMES.

HVHOSAIN[) HVYOJ, 40 NOITIAVJ NOLLVONAH YAAIVAA 61060

THEY HAVE MANY MORE
CHILDREN (DAviD’'S GRANDCHILDREN) /H\/H\IH\IH\ /H\/H\IH\IH\

WHO ARE DX 7790 O,

MMwmmwmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ (Y YV

AND ALSO BUILD JEWISH HOMES.

€ A I R ) MFNP Tt AR
it A At A A A A AR

ALL THESE GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN WHO ARE D32 77990 9w
CAME ABOUT BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE YAAKOV HAD ON DAVID.
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Lesson 12.

m LLOVING YOUR FELLOW JEW AS
YOURSELF; GIVING REBUKE

B INTRODUCTION.

Although we would like to believe that it is possible to
change another’s behavior through criticism, we only
truly affect another through love. Only if a person
believes that someone likes and cares for him, will he

trust his advice.

The mxn of gmap N M 10 can only be achieved with
Twas Tp1° nanw as a prerequisite. Criticism or rebuke will
only be effective if it comes from a place of genuine love.
A father gives rebuke without showing anger or shaming
his child. So too, we should always strive to maintain the
self-respect of the person that we must rebuke. If one
believes that his criticism will not be accepted, he is

absolved from the mun.

A sense of belonging is created when one feels part
of something greater than himself, such as a family or
community. A person is motivated by those things that
motivate the group with which he identifies. If the group
is held together by a strong bond of love, it will protect
its members from falling and being negatively influenced
by others, and it will encourage its members to live up to

the standards of the group.

It is also a me» to love o3 who have become a part of
58w b3, Initially, we discourage converts to be sure that
their intentions are pure. However, once we are sure that

their intentions are oww owb, we are obligated to love them.

B OBJECTIVES.

Students will:

» Ditferentiate between rebuke that will be accepted

or rejected by the recipient.

* Model appropriate ways to address a lack in msn

observance through role playing.

B ANTICIPATORY SET: INITIATING INTEREST.

The teacher should open a discussion with his students
by asking them if they have ever received criticism that
they have appreciated. Why or why not? In general,
people do not enjoy hearing criticism, because it feels like
a judgment. In order for a person to accept criticism, it
must be offered with the benefit of the person in mind.
Many times criticism is not presented in this way and
is then rejected by the recipient. In order to be received

favorably, it must be presented with love and caring.

B DEVELOPMENT.

The mwn in man tells us to be like the students of 1N
1151 who loved peace, loved all Jews and brought them
closer to mn. The o'2m1 explains that ;8 would greet

each person and become endeared to him. The person
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would feel that j respected and thought highly of him. The 58w nanon suggests that when one gives rebuke he
He or she would be embarrassed to sin, not wanting to must be sure to protect the person’s self-respect and not
lose favor in 1N’s eyes. “If jin thinks so highly of me, attack his pride. Rebuke must not be given in anger but
then I must be able to live up to his expectations and be gently, with encouragement, as a father to a son. A person
capable of so much more.” His love was the ingredient will not accept advice from someone who hates him. He
that brought others closer to mmn. ' will only listen to a person that he feels loves and cares

about him.?

STORY #1—THE SOFTEST REBUKE

mb MmN 27 was known in 29w as the rabbi of the prisoners, because of the devoted care and loyalty he extended
to the young Jewish inmates of the Russian Compound Prison, incarcerated during the British Mandate for their
pre-state underground activities. One naw morning, as > ™8 37 was chatting as usual with the inmates of the
prison in o511 during his regular weekly visit, one prisoner came over and told him that he had taken an oath
never to smoke cigarettes again on the naw. When /s 31 asked what had brought about this decision, the man
said, “This morning when you came over to me to wish me good naw, you took my hand and patted it as usual in
your own gentle and affectionate way with that heartening smile on your face. Dear Rabbi, at that moment my
other hand held a lighted cigarette hidden behind my back where you couldn’t see it. I knew well enough that our
religious law forbids smoking on the naw, but it never meant anything to me. At that moment though, I wanted
most intensely that you should know nothing of my burning cigarette. I felt as if it were giving me blisters all
over my body. One thought burned in my heart, ‘is it right that while the Rabbi is holding my hand and giving new
life to my spirit, my other hand should hold a lighted cigarette in direct violation of the naw?"”

Another time, > M8 271 was walking to the synagogue late one Friday afternoon, in the midst of the blazing
summer heat. He noticed a long stream of customers lined up in front of a store that sold ice cream. Inside he

could see the shopkeeper busy serving one person after another with no thought of closing. 7 21 stood still,
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debating in his mind, “If T were that shopkeeper,” he thought, “and all those people were in my store, could I

withstand the temptation? Would I drive them all away and close up, because the naw was approaching?” He was

not at all certain of the answer... there and then he entered the ice cream store, put his streimel carefully on the

chair and sat down calmly at a table. The shopkeeper noticed him, and rushed over a little startled. 7 21 asked,

“What can I say to you? You are certainly facing a great temptation, nevertheless naw is naw.” Not one word more

did he say, but rose from his seat, put on his streimel and left the store. When he was a bit of a distance away, he

turned around, looked back and saw the line of customers dissipating. The shopkeeper was closing his shutters

and locking up.

Sometime later, the shopkeeper happened to meet the Rabbi. “Do you know?” he said, “Those few words of yours

struck home to the depths of my heart. I realized that you knew and felt just what I was thinking and feeling, and

yet you felt pain for the sake of the naw. Then I thought in my heart, ‘A Jew must not be made to suffer pain.’ I

overcame the temptation and sent those people away.”

-A Tzaddik in Our Time BY SIMCHA RAzZ

The ops mm says that only when one loves and cares for
another will he be able to bring him close to 7. When a
person acts with friendship and love towards his fellow, he
will be beloved to him. Others will come to trust him and
listen to him and ultimately become influenced by him to
improve their actions. He will be respected and well-liked,

and all who know him will wish to act and be like him.?

The oramn explains that the msn of > 7% nanw is closely
connected to the myn of Tnmy Ny mon mm. It is natural
for a person to be influenced by the people with whom he
spends the most time. Therefore a person should ensure
that he befriends and attaches himself to owsm *bn so
that he will become like them. All the more so, he should

distance himself from those who are wicked.

He continues to explain the msn of loving one’s fellow Jew
and praising him as opposed to the 712y of hating a fellow
Jew. It is forbidden to hold hatred in one’s heart; rather
we are implored to speak and communicate our feelings, so

that the hatred does not grow.

Rebuke should only be given privately so as not to
embarrass another. The words should be spoken softly, and
the person should understand that he is only being told
these things for his own good so that he will achieve the
merit of 8anchy. A careful reading of the o'amn shows just

how closely these m» are intertwined.*

531t oNp 37 once shared a thought that he had heard
more than sixty years earlier from ¥t *pouwps Sy 39
concerning Jewish children who have become estranged
from their roots. The 7m0 relates: “n said to him [mn],
‘What is that in your hand?” and he said, ‘A staff” He ]
said, ‘Cast it to the ground,” and he [wnT] cast it to the
ground, and it became a snake. mwn fled from it. 7 said to
mwn, ‘Stretch out your hand and grasp its tail.” He stretched
out his hand and grasped it tightly, and it became a staft in

his hand.” (7-2:1 maw)

‘pounmpo 21 then explained the verse in educational terms:
If you see children whom you believe have no may, and you
decide that there is nothing to work with, you may choose
to take these children and “throw them to the ground,”
declaring, “They have no faith! Let them go wherever
they please.” Then, they will become “poisonous snakes,”
something from which to flee. They will become n7m waw,
haters of religion, haters of Chareidim, a phenomenon
we sadly witness in today’s secular Israeli camp. Then
the verse describes an alternative. If instead of being
repelled, you take hold of these children, then they will
be transformed into a opbs mw, a staff of 71, much like
mwn's staff. That staft’ was the medium through which the
world witnessed many awesome miracles. If you take the
initiative and work with these estranged children, then you
will see mn5an oo, souls which are storehouses of mnp.

-JEWELS FROM THE CROWN / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU
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The o'am1 in aawn mobn writes that we must appoint be a teacher—a teacher has the obligation to have
in every congregation a very wise, elderly, and G-d mercy on students who do not have knowledge of the
tearing person (from his youth), who is beloved to the material and those that have strayed to the wrong path.
congregation, who will be able to rebuke them and bring Through words of encouragement and love, he should
them closer to 71.” bring them under the wings of the mrow, so that they

will recognize that he truly loves them and his advice
The 5na» nansn explains the statement of 5nm, . . . 6
. is only for their good.

“mbn jopn 857, that an intolerant person should not

STORY #2—SEEDS PLANTED WITH LOVE

It is not always so easy to persuade parents to send their children to Shuvu. After all, they usually know very
little about true Yiddishkeit, and what they do know has been distorted by the propaganda of the old “beloved
Motherland.” So when the Pavlovs agreed to send their girls to Shuvu Natzeret Illit, it was a victory indeed. It

was a victory for the Pavlovs, their children, and for & 555,

But the victory looked as if it was slowly slipping away. Academic achievement is not the only emphasis of Shuvu;
in fact, it is not its main emphasis at all. The slow but loving introduction to Judaism, the opening up to the beauty
of our heritage, the sincerely caring staff, this, more than anything else, began to touch the hearts of the Pavlov
girls, Anya and Clara. And soon, from their hearts, they desired to live more and more as true 87w nua. At first,
their parents didn’t mind. After all, the progress that Anya and Clara were making academically was impressive,
and they seemed very happy. But then, like a slowly gathering storm cloud, Mr. Pavlov began to feel that mu»

observance was casting dark shadows on his children’s lives as well as his own.

His wife felt less pressure to actively respond, but Mr. Pavlov became more and more determined. He argued that
the girls could get just as good of an education in public school without all this religion. Many other children did
well in the regular school system; why not their children? Why did they, and he, have to be so different? It was
just an ordinary morning at the Shuvu School... the quiet hum of activity, the laughter of children at work and
at play, the day to day administrative bustle of" a school. And then, the knock at the door. “Come in,” called Mrs.
Tzipporah Ostry, the principal. In came Mr. Pavloy, a little nervously at first.

The principal’s warm smile took him by surprise, and almost made him change his mind, but an iron-willed
determination to give his children “the best that Israel has to offer” drove him on. “I've come about my daughters,”
he began. “At the beginning of next semester, they will be going to public school.” Mrs. Ostry took a deep
breath. This was not the first time that she had heard these words from parents, but usually they came with an
introduction, a list of complaints or excuses. This time it was more like a quick spurt from a machine gun, and

just as deadly.

‘With a silent plea for smw 8n»yo, the dedicated principal began, “But Mr. Pavlov, your daughters are doing so well.
Anya is getting almost all A’s, and Clara is at the top of her class...” “They can do just as well in public school
and without disturbing our lives. No television on Saturday, special food, and who knows what will be next!” The
shadow of defeat began to fill the tiny office. This was not just about two Jewish nmes and their parents, but about

generations and generations of Jews to come.



TP Curriculum

22

“But they are so happy here, and they have so many friends!” “So they will be happy in the new school, and in time
they will make new friends,” came the response. Mrs. Ostry felt the knot in her stomach tighten. Yes, she thought
to herself, new friends, goyim, and boyfriends, too. But in the end, it is the parents who decide, and so, within a few

short weeks, the Pavlov girls were gone.

The new semester is always a busy time, and, although Mrs. Ostry never forgot “her” girls, she almost lost her
balance when, a few weeks into the term, Mr. Pavlov again walked into her office, this time with Anya and Clara
in tow. “Good morning, Mr. Pavlov. Good morning, girls.” Tzipporah Ostry’s face broke into a big smile. “Please,
sit down Mr. Pavlov. This is a surprise!” Within minutes the reason for the return was explained. “They went to
the public school for only one day,” the girls’ father began, “but after that they just refused to go again. They said
that here in Shuvu their teachers teach with love, and care about them. But there, it is just a job. They have been

at home ever since then, until I had no choice but to bring them back to you.”

Mrs. Ostry felt a slight dampness in her eyes, and reached for a tissue. Yes, it was true: good 9, full of genuine
58w nanN, can reach deep into the hearts and souls of our children.

-Jewels from the Crown / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU

During the times when 7's nws amwn was visible to
everyone and there were constantly revealed miracles,
those who went against 7's ways were looked upon very
differently. Then it was clear that 2¥p™1s would receive Divine

intervention, and 77’s presence was revealed, not hidden.

If after witnessing all of these things, a person went
against 71, he would be considered a true pw9, and it would
be a mun» to punish him, because his osen would bring
evil to the world. However, today, when ‘1 is hidden and
the truth is not clear, using this same approach would
not be of any benefit and would have the opposite effect.
It would turn people away from Yiddishkeit instead of
bringing them closer. Today, we will only succeed by
using strong ropes of love, for only love will bring others
closer to Yiddishkeit.”

The 8123 in Mo tells us that just as it is a men to give ~om

to another when he will listen, it is also a ms= not to say
anything if' one knows that the person will not listen.
In 5w we are told, “Don’t give 10w to one who mocks,
lest he will come to hate you. Rather give aow to a wise

person, and he will love you."8

aini=)te!

7m0 or rebuke is a concept that is often misunderstood.
It should not be expressed with harshness but rather in
a way that will penetrate the heart of the recipient and
arouse him to change his ways. In order to give mn=n, a
person must be sure that his motivation is true love and
concern for the other person and that this message is
clearly conveyed to his friend. If this is not the case, it

1S not a maxmn.

STORY #3—MY WALK THROUGH Q"% 1IND

After a long plane ride and all the feelings of regret I had for coming to Israel, I told myself, “Laleh, try to make

the best of this trip, and if in two days you still don’t want to be here, you can book a flight back home.”

As the sun was setting that first night in Israel, we finally got to a house in "pwx nmv, where I and 238 other girls

would be staying.
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I woke up and was inspired to have a new attitude. I decided to approach the trip as a journalist, and make it my
own Israel learning adventure. This frame of mind gave me the freedom to enjoy the journey of exploring my
heritage in a fun, exciting environment. There was no pressure or obligation. It allowed me to open up, learn and

understand.

Later that night, the girls and I decided to go to 7 2 21 for a fun night out. 7 12 is like the Hollywood of
Israel. Since it was such a nice warm evening, we decided to walk there, ignoring our madrichah’s warning not to

walk through ompw msn.

opw e is one of the oldest neighborhoods in @bw, and is populated mainly by ultra-Orthodox, Chareidi Jews.

I had heard rumors that if a woman walked down their streets wearing revealing clothing, she would be stoned.
So there we were, trucking down the streets of mpw msn.

The religious people started shifting from our side of the street to the other. I started to feel uncomfortable and
embarrassed. I felt totally out of place and became very defensive. I was just waiting for some religious man to

make a comment about me, curse at us, or throw something at us. I was ready to fight back!

To my surprise, no one made a comment. No one threw rocks at us. In fact, hardly anyone even looked at us. I
was shocked. My assumptions about how these Orthodox Jews would treat us were being proven wrong in front

of my eyes.

Finally, one person did come up to us—an ultra-Orthodox woman in her 50’s. She talked to us for a few minutes.
“Shalom, girls,” she said, “My name is Shoshana. I just want to let you know that you are all truly beautitul young
women. You do not need to dress this way, because you have beautiful souls and if’ you cover up your physical body,

your inner beauty will shine. Please, at the very least, respect our neighborhood.”

Now these were not her exact words, but looking back, this was the main message she was attempting to convey

to us that night.
But I was furious. “How rude of this woman to tell us how we should dress!”
“Why are you so angry?” one of my friends asked me.

“Why can’t these people just leave us alone!” I screamed back. “I don’t tell them how to live, and they shouldn’t

tell me how to live either!”

“Laleh, this woman was not attacking us,” my good friend, Sola, said. “She was on our side. She was telling us how

amazing we are. She said that we are G-d’s children. She was sweet, and actually cared about us.”

I calmed down and after a few moments of thinking to myself and examining my feelings, I realized why I was

so angry. Deep in my heart, I knew Shoshana was right.

She was trying to show us how much she cared, and I was rejecting her. She was trying to make us feel that despite
our level of religiosity (or lack thereof), we are still part of the Jewish family. But I was shutting her out. I was

letting my past experiences and assumptions about religious Jews blind me.

I was pushing away the same things I had been searching for throughout my life: acceptance, understanding, and

a sense of love and belonging with my fellow Jews.

If anyone was being rude, it was me. I know that when you step foot into another culture, the decent thing to do

is to respect their way of life. A journalist is a master of this!
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I would never walk into a Japanese family’s home without taking off my shoes first. I would never say “no” to

the offering of my Persian grandmother’s delicious ghormeh sabzi, or chai sheereeni. 1 would avoid at all costs

the chance of disrespecting their customs, values and norms. I would never be so inconsiderate, so why didn’t I

understand or accept that I am in an ultra-religious neighborhood, and the right thing to do was to cover up a

little more in order to show respect?

I began to realize it was pathetic that my external, physical looks were the initial priority, not my personality, not

my intelligence, not my values, not my soul.

The rest of the night I felt naked. I felt cheap. I promised myself that I would respect myself and dress only

in clothing that I felt completely comfortable in. I wanted people to see me for my soul, which was the most

beautiful part of me. Shoshana was right, and I was touched by her kind words of wisdom. Since then, I challenge

myself every morning to dress more modestly and to let my beauty shine from within.

- ARTICLE FROM AISH.COM BY LALEH HAVERIM

In 7357 M2 it says that one should only give mm>in to
someone to whom he is close. If you are not close to the
other person, he may misunderstand your intentions and
come to hate you. It is generally recommended not to give
a0 to someone who will not listen to the message and
will be upset. The qow might cause him to move further

. 9
away from ma.

P52 27 In Py Ny comments that there are not many
people who know how to accept =ow. mmy 12 Mp58 a1

answers that he would be surprised if there are those who

know how to give ~om. 10

The nmn tells us (M2 8pM) Pop N@R=NDY JMp=nN8 N v
zom,” “You shall surely correct your neighbor, but don’t
bear a sin because of him.” It is forbidden to rebuke or
correct another person if by doing so you will cause
resentment. If correcting your neighbor will cause him
to desecrate a msm, then it is better to remain quiet or find
a more pleasant way to inspire him to change his ways.
This is what the 5%t o»n yor1 did in the following true life

example:

StorY #4—BuiLp Mk Up

Once, a burly man who had served in the Russian army entered a Jewish inn and ordered a meal, which he ate in a

most disgusting manner. The 531 2»1 psm happened to be a guest at that inn. He saw the man and approached him.

“Is it true that you served in the Russian army?” he asked. “Yes,” snorted the man. “Tell me,” began the > ¥romnpen,

“how did you manage to keep your Jewish identity in those circumstances? And when you could have easily gone

to any inn, you chose a Jewish one. You are an inspiration. Where did you find the strength?”

The soldier, clearly moved, replied, “It was so hard; they did everything to make us denounce Yiddishkeit and

forget that we were Jews.”

“It is a miracle that you made it through. Now you can begin to learn the 7mn and m» that you were deprived of

all these years,” said the st oom pon.

“But Rebbi, how can I do that?” the soldier, now sobbing, responded.

“It is still possible,” said the st o pem. “It is always possible. I can show you how.” From that day on, the former

soldier began a path to repentance, and later became an observant Jew.

-FROM THE BIOGRAPHER OF THE CHOFETZ CHAIM, RABBI M. M. YASHER
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Ask the students what it was that the ¥t o»n por did to
cause the man to be so receptive to his words. Students
should recognize that it was not only the words that the
53t ovm pan used, but, even more so, the respect that he
conveyed for this man’s difficult plight. The >xt ovn pon
had the man’s welfare in mind and that was immediately

apparent to the soldier.

How might one offer constructive criticism? We can
learn from a famous businessman who made a living

instructing others how to be successful:

e It is not productive to call attention to a person’s
mistake. Rather, one can speak about a mistake indirectly
by saying something like, “I remember how hard it was

for me to remember to... when I first started.

* Tell the person how you made a much worse mistake

when you tried to do something similar.

* Rather than tell a person what they did wrong, tell
him how you corrected a similar mistake or improved

upon something that was not going well in your life.

* Allow the other person to save face without having

to admit that they made a mistake.

* Encourage the person by making it seem that

whatever he did wrong will be easy to correct.

In pame 8w, we are told that one who does not try to
perfect himself before he tries to perfect others, will
not be viewed favorably, and others will not accept his

rebuke.!!

The ao» ma explains that, in general, the 77 of arrogance
should not be used, because it can affect the user in a
negative way. One usually accomplishes much more

through softness even when others come to mock him.'?

LoviNGg 213

The wwoo explains the seriousness of stealing from
a 73, because doing so profanes that which is holy. A =3

converts, because he sees the value of sojourning among

25

Snen S5, If someone then steals from him, it creates a
7 991 and is in the same category of “mwipa Sywy

profaning that which is holy."”

The v~ explains that when mm came to 8w 555 to
convert, 71 told mwn to go out to greet him, accompanied
by the oupr owaw, according great respect to . The m
explains that »mnvs conversion brought about great 2>
omw, because it showed that someone with the stature of
a priest would leave behind his lifestyle for the merit of

joining 5w 555, This created a great 7 wvrp.'*

B ACTIVITY.

I. Using role play, review what you have learned and act

out appropriate ways to address the following situations:
* Your classmate eats without saying a 7372
* Your friend is not dressed modestly
* Someone uses language that is not appropriate
* You see someone who is naw 5o

How would your reactions differ if this was a friend or a

stranger?

Have you ever felt angry or hurt when a friend tried
to correct you? Were you ever happy to oblige? What

caused these differences?

II. Why should we have great respect for om3? Why do we

initially discourage oms?

Why does treating people with maax bring them closer?
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Lesson 13.

m KippusH HASHEM THROUGH GIVING

B INTRODUCTION.

The entire world was created for the 7m» of Tom. 707 is
so powerful, because it makes such a deep impression
on others. A recipient of Teon feels the genuine concern,
respect, and care that the giver has for him. Modeling the
7o of Ton will create a tremendous 71 27 p and develop a
trust that cannot be easily broken. Treating others with
kindness and caring for their physical needs will cause the

recipients to entrust their spiritual needs to us as well.

Sincerity without ulterior motives will greatly influence

»

others. 511 tell us: “357 58 poia; 257 1 owNevn 01377 “what

comes from the heart is taken to heart.”

B ANTICIPATORY SET: INITIATING INTEREST.

The famous mwn in max po tells us a5 oma7 meAdw by
(2:8 M) ov7om s S, mmapa S, amna Sy . “The world
stands on three pillars: on Torah, on prayer, and on acts

of kindness.”

Performing acts of 7om is a central theme of 7 life. It is
so central that the mwn tells us that it is one of the three

pillars that support the world.

The teacher should bring to the students” attention the
picture at the end of this chapter depicting 7om as one
of the supporting pillars of the world. The teacher
should ask the students their opinion about why 7011 is so
essential to 70 life and then explain that the answer will

become clear as we learn the following lesson.

B OBJECTIVES.

Students will:
* Define the central role of 72m in our 7n lifestyle.

* List ways in which they can do 7or in situations which

are familiar to them.

B DEVELOPMENT.

The mes explains in his 290, that oom m5m3 is one of the
three pillars which support the world, because through
our performance of acts of 4Tom, the recipients will
recognize that the 7 of 71 is also 7on. This brings great
honor to 1, which is the ultimate purpose of creation and

the reason we are commanded to go in the ways of 7. !
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STOoRY #1—No0 AcTiON GOES UNNOTICED

The renowned Lomza Yeshivah in mpn nns was one of the first yeshivos founded in 87e» pan in the style of the
great yeshivos of Lithuania. The mws, spiritual guide of the yeshivah, was 237 mbx 39, a holy man whose piety

was matched only by his humility.

This story began on m2> 21 37y, the eve of’ the awesome Day of Atonement, when Jews all over the world are filled
with genuine trepidation in anticipation of the judgment which is decreed in Heaven. Anxiety intensifies as one

draws closer to sunset, when the m°s ov service begins with the hallowed strains of 7 b=.

Very late in the afternoon, an irreligious Jew was blissfully strolling down the street right in front of the Lomza
Yeshivah, with a lit cigarette dangling from his lips. Striding past the yeshivah, he observed that the toilets
were not inside the building proper; rather, they were in a separate facility outside. Additionally, he noticed a
very distinguished looking old man, whose face was wreathed with a handsome white beard, acting strangely
in the toilet cubicles. He was swiftly moving from one stall to another as if he was servicing them—although
he certainly did not look like the janitor. The irreligious passerby was extremely curious what this old man was
doing. He discarded his cigarette and approached the man to ask him why he was acting so peculiarly. The old man
innocently explained his actions, “On M2 o a very large crowd of guests come to pray in the yeshivah for the
entire 24 hour period. Understandably, there will be far more people than usual using the facilities, and there will
be a necessity for a greater supply of toilet paper to care for all their needs. Therefore, I am cutting and preparing

an extra large supply of paper to service the crowds.”

The irreligious Jew was shocked by this reply; “Is this really how much one Jew cares about his brethren? Especially
at this moment, just a few minutes before the holiest day of the year begins, when everyone else is thinking about
how to save their own souls?” This secular passerby further inquired and discovered that the old Jew he had set

eyes upon, was none other than the world-renowned p, 931277 158 21 the Lomza mwe.

This wayward Jew decided that if the 7mn camp had such extraordinary people as this one man, then it was

worthwhile getting closer to this group of people. The day after m2%> o», the man came to the yeshivah and



TP Curriculum

30

9317 o8 21 took him under his wing. He accepted the Rav’s guidance and, slowly but surely, adopted a mmn way

of life. Eventually, this man’s children studied at the Lomza Yeshivah and established fine 7mn families of their

own.

It is amazing to contemplate how one humble person can sanctify the Name of 71, and transform many generations

of an entire family by performing so mundane an act as cutting up toilet paper!

-AS TOLD BY R Avronom CHAIM FEUER

*w7 comments on the first 1392 of 7wy mww: Although
we mention all three of the max, we end the 7372 with
omIaN e et pemd M58 1 explains that all of the man
disseminated 7's honor and brought others closer to Him,
each in his own unique way. 3py* brought others closer
through mp. pmys brought others closer to 71 through
n87 and was ny'os, and om2s brought people into his home
and cared for their physical needs with 7on. It was only

then that he taught them max in 7.

Ending the 7573 with onmas j» emphasizes that we exert
the most powerful influence on others when we care for
their physical needs with 7em. When others are confident
that we have their best interests at heart, they readily

accept our spiritual guidance.”

A simple invitation for a naw meal can have a profound

influence on another.

STorY #2—ComING HOME ON P22

The Gorensteins immigrated from Vitavsak to 87» a8 when their daughter, Claudia, was only ten years old.
They found themselves in a completely foreign country where they couldn’t even speak the language. Living in
nom, where they had been sent by the Israeli Ministry of Absorption, they had to start their life afresh in a totally

new environment.

The Gorensteins’ top priority was to learn Hebrew fluently, which would enable them to eventually integrate
into Israeli society. After doing much research, Mr. and Mrs. Gorenstein finally decided to send their daughter
to Shuvu’s school, which was renowned for its strong ulpan program, while they themselves went to study in the

school’s affiliated ulpan program for adults.

Claudia’s teachers were immediately drawn to their young student, who seemed to soak up each lesson avidly.
Claudia had an unquenchable thirst for Yiddishkeit, and displayed a tremendous love for mmn and msn. She was

clearly learning a lot more than just the Hebrew language.

Claudia’s fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Markowitz, took a special interest in her, and tried to reach out to her. It began
with a friendly chat during lunch, which led to an invitation to come for a naw nmye. Claudia was thrilled! Although
she had heard so much about naw from her teachers, she had never actually experienced an authentic naw. She had
never watched her mother light candles, nor heard her father make vrp. All week long, Claudia waited for Friday

to arrive so she could go to Mrs. Markowitz’s house for the naw meal.

On Friday afternoon, Mrs. Gorenstein dropped her daughter off at the Markowitz home. Claudia watched in awe
as her teacher lit the naw candles, and an aura of mwip enveloped the home. She played with the younger children,
and talked with her teacher as they waited for the men to return from shul. She hummed quietly while the men

sang “0y mbw” and asked questions about the weekly mms. Claudia was clearly enjoying every minute.
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Suddenly, towards the end of the meal, the tranquility of naw was broken by the loud honking of a car horn.
Realizing the time, Claudia turned red from embarrassment. She had been dreading this moment. Embarrassed
in front of her teacher, she jumped up, donned her coat, bid the family farewell, and raced down the stairs to her

waiting mother.

As Mrs. Markowitz went out to her front porch, she was overcome with regret. “Why did I ever invite her?” she

chided herself, “Now Claudia will be naw 55ms when she drives home with her mother!”

Mrs. Markowitz watched as the car proceeded to move forward. She was about to turn around to go back inside,
when she noticed that the car was driving unusually slowly. That’s when she caught sight of something that made

her realize that all of her efforts had borne fruit.

Walking beside the car was the lone figure of a young girl, a girl who preferred to make the long trip home
by foot, rather than desecrate the holy naw. Gazing at Claudia in amazement and admiration, Mrs. Markowitz
contemplated the strength of character and nobility of spirit of her young student, until she disappeared from

view.

Claudia continued to make great strides in her Yiddishkeit. Upon graduating from elementary school, she wanted
desperately to attend a religious high school. However, she met strong opposition from her parents, who were
adamant that she attend a secular public high school (there were no Shuvu high schools as of yet). They finally
compromised and agreed to send her to a state religious school. After just one day, Claudia realized that the
religious standards of the school were not to her satisfaction. The normally mild-mannered young girl went on
strike until her parents finally allowed her to enroll in a 3py* ma. Eventually, Claudia inspired the rest of her family
to become mawn *Hya. Her father underwent a % nma, her mother kashered her kitchen, and her parents were
remarried according to m357. Claudia went on to marry an outstanding young man who was learning in yeshivah.
He now learns in a prestigious 5> in apy» paot, while she, a devoted wife and mother, is an inspiration to everyone

with whom she comes into contact.

-Jewels from the Crown / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU

Lasting influence does not come from a speech or giving be successful in influencing others.

[, 907 31 explains. Our message will only penetrate the
. L. L Many talented people who give inspiring speeches do not
heart of another and make a lasting impression if the y peop & P g .p
.. . . L have influence on others, because the recipients sense that
recipient is assured that the giver is sincere and has no ] o
. . . they have selfish motives and are therefore suspicious of
personal motive when giving the advice. When a person s
. . . their agendas.’
truly cares for another and his motives are selfless, he will &

STORY #3—No0 DISTANCE Is To0o GREAT

In 1942, America had just entered World War II, and Seymour Lederman was stationed in Biloxi, Mississippi, for
basic training. The small Jewish community in Biloxi arranged a 270 nes for the Jewish soldiers. The rabbi thanked
the local parson’s wife, saying that the 370 could not have been arranged without her help. At the end of the 37,
Seymour also thanked her. She told him it was no bother and said, “I love Jews.” “Many years ago,” she explained,

“I worked as an office manager for a hospital. The head doctor told me that there was a widowed Jewish woman
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who had run up quite an unpaid bill. T told him that her husband had been wealthy and had surely provided for
her.”

“When I went to speak to her, she revealed that the mounting medical bills had eaten up all her savings. She had
no money and no hope. I remembered hearing of a prominent Jewish businessman in the region. I called him and
gave him the details. We hung up. The next day the man arrived at the hospital. He found the woman and spoke
to her with great kindness and respect. He paid her entire bill and told me to send the future bills to him. I was
dumbstruck. This man traveled several hundred miles for the sake of a stranger, yet he took care of her like she
was a queen. When I saw how Jews take care of each other, I knew that this was a truly special and blessed people.
I love Jews.”

-From ShulWeek By RaBBl BorucH LLEDERMAN

STORY #4— ' &Y1°P THROUGH GIVING

Today I lost a friend, someone who was initially my adversary. >mms n2 785 mn returned her soul to her maker. I
miss her already. Our unlikely friendship began five years ago. We were preparing to move into a new home. Right
away there was tension, and I had not yet even met my new neighbor. She kept calling the police and the building
inspector to say our grass wasn’t cut short enough or often enough, or maybe a soda can was left by the painters
in the driveway. Every day was a new summons and a new nightmare. Was this how everyone was welcomed to

the neighborhood?

‘When moving day came, my new next-door-neighbor, a woman in her mid-70’s introduced herself. “Hi I'm your
neighbor, we are not happy with the Orthodox taking over the block. We are Reform Jews. Don’t even think of

trying to influence us!” She left me with my jaw still on the floor. “Hi... I guess.”

That was just the beginning. The police were called regularly if a ball rolled into her yard, so the kids had to play
on the street. Well wouldn’t you know it, there is a long lost, rarely enforced ordinance that ball playing on the

street is not allowed in my New Jersey town. Guess who made sure it was enforced now?

We lived in constant fear of this woman, never knowing what tomorrow would bring. My husband, who is a lot

nicer and more level headed than me, came up with a strategy for defense: Let’s overwhelm her with kindness!
You’re kidding, I thought.

“Send her naw flowers,” my husband suggested, “but have them delivered, because if she catches you on her
property...”

Anyhow, we sent her mun mbwn for s, invited her to our daughter’s wedding and our son’s msn 12 celebration. She
had never attended Orthodox celebrations before, and she had so many questions that needed so many answers.

She was so taken by the meaning of it all, how everything had significance. She was moved by how Judaism was

a way of life for us, in our celebrations, our mourning, even our rituals upon waking up.

Shortly after, she fell ill. She left a message on our answering machine, “I'm sick in the hospital, don’t really know

who else to call, and thought you may want to visit.”
Really? You want me... to visit you?

And so I did. I went to visit her a few times until she returned home. While in the hospital, the Jewish chaplain left

several books on my neighbor’s bedside on various topics on Judaism. Some were complex, and she asked me to
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explain these concepts to her. Once she returned home, I would try to go over each day to bring some meals and
provide some good cheer, but she wanted me to explain to her the concepts in these books. It came to the point that
if I was not able to make it one day, there was a message on my answering machine, “Where are you? I need my fix
of 7mn.” We learned the weekly nmn portion and the wonderful lessons gleaned, we discussed the purpose of life,
the soul after death, the reasons for certain customs, studied the meanings of various prayers, about the holidays,

and any questions that came to her mind. As she recovered, we had her and her husband over for naw meals.

“Your children sit with you at the table for three hours every week?” she asked in astonishment. “They sing and

laugh together every week? Your six-year-old knows the mwaz each week?”

I explained that the secret is the naw itself. My neighbor became a regular at our home every Friday night, on time
to light the naw candles with me and to study the weekly fmn portion. I would take her to various 710 classes in
the neighborhood that I thought would be of interest to her. My new friend left no stone unturned; never left a

question unasked. The police were never again called, and my children became her “adopted grandchildren.”

This is the story of my friend who spoke with ' each day. My friend, who sought to help others, to cheer up
everyone she met, and to enlighten them by urging them to consider the higher purpose for which they were
created. My friend who got sick and told me she sees the hand of ‘7 is with her every moment. We said the pmw
together when she could barely speak anymore. My friend, I will miss your messages on my machine and joining
us on Friday nights. You studied so hard to make up for all the years you did not know. And now you know. Now
it’s all clear to you. When we started you didn’t understand that the end of this life is the beginning of something

in an even higher realm. Now you know.
high Im. Now you k

My dear reader, perhaps you have a neighbor, a coworker or relative who seems antagonistic toward Judaism and
observant Jews. They may actually be calling out to you. They may see the beauty in the life you lead and yearn
for it too. See past their anger and sarcasm. Reach out to them.

MAY THIS BE A MERIT FOR THE 3@} OF 5" N3 iNd mn

-My friend BY ROCHEL FELD FROM AISH.COM

B ACTIVITY. Try to remember times in your life when someone did

a 7on for you. Think of the circumstances and how you

‘We are commanded to do 7om; it is a central theme in the
life of a Jew. There are many levels of doing Jen—from
the simple act of sharing your snack with a friend to
doing a great 7orn anonymously. The greatest 7on cited
in the 7 is man 5w e, caring for the needs of a m who
will never be able to repay in any way the 7on that was

bestowed upon him.

telt after the Tom was done. Many people do not wish
repayment when they do 7on for another. From our side
however, the way to repay a 7em is to learn from the giver
to “pay it forward” or to take those positive feelings and

do 701 for another.

Think of a kindness that was done to you. How did you

feel as the recipient?

STORY #5—A KINDNESS REPAID

TN D8P 39, better known as the mmma p7i, was walking in the streets of Prague one evening when he chanced

upon a ten-year-old non-Jewish boy sitting on the street crying. ws5 58pim 31 asked the boy what was wrong. The
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boy told him that his father was a baker. Every day, the boy would sell rolls and give the money to his stepmother.
Today, he had been mugged, and his rolls were stolen. Now his family would have nothing to eat. He was afraid

to face his stepmother with the truth.

Without batting an eyelash, wmn5 58pim 31 reached into his pocket and gave the boy the money he would have

earned. The boy just sat there, astonished.

Eight years later, wnb 58pi 31 answered a knock at his door. A tall young man stood at the door. “I know that
your Passover holiday ends on Monday. The non-Jewish bakers in this town are plotting to kill the Jews. They
have poisoned the bread. I am sworn to secrecy. So Rabbi, please don’t let your people eat the bread. Do not let

anyone know why, or they will kill me.”
T Sapim 21 looked at the young man incredulously. “Why? Why did you tell me?”

“Do you remember a little boy who sat on the street crying about eight years ago? Do you remember how you
helped him? Well, I do. That little boy was me, and I'll never forget you. You, Jews, are compassionate and good

people, and I know that. This is my way of saying thank you!”

INTIND Sapr 31 issued a decree that he had made a mistake in the calculation of the calendar and that the Jews must

celebrate another day of mos and not eat bread yet.

The Prague bakers lost money (they couldn’t sell the poisoned bread to anyone else). They complained to the

local authorities that this w7 S8pim 271 had caused them monetary loss. An investigation ensued and the poisoned

bread was discovered.

-THE Noda B Yehuda R WEINGARTEN: D. ScHULMAN CIS PUBLISHING 1991

B ACTIVITY.

Acts of Tom can have a profound effect on the actual
recipients of the 7om as well as those who observe the
carrying out of the Jom, as we witnessed in the previous
stories. Give examples of ways that you could do 7om in
your daily lives and the impression that these acts of 7on

might have on others. Example of scenarios might be:
* In a parking lot
* Playing sports
* In school at lunch
* On the bus

* During General Studies

¢ At home, etc.

The teacher should ask the students if they have ever
experienced or witnessed an act of selfless Tom. (A
stranger who gives money to someone that didn’t have
bus fare, or one who volunteers to help a sick person they
don’t even know, etc.) Let students share some of these
acts that impressed them. What are some of the thoughts

of someone who observes a selfless act of =on?

There are many levels of 7on and all 7er makes a lasting
impression. The highest level of 7om is doing it in such
a way that no one will ever know that you were the one
who did the act. When a person accustoms himself to
do =on with no personal gain in mind, others sense his

selfless intentions and will be open to his influence.
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Lesson 14.

m How OuRr Praises or HASHEM IMPACT

THE WORLD

B INTRODUCTION.

As human beings we have been gifted with the power
of speech. The words that a person uses reflect his true
beliefs, the things that he truly considers important. The
speech of a Jew, the words that he chooses, and the things
that he values, should reflect his belief in and appreciation
of m. When a Jew refines his speech, he creates a
71w p. Others become aware that his words reflect a set
of beliefs which stand apart from the norm. By using our
speech to praise 71 and share the wonders that He enacts,
as well as speaking about the mmawn that He brings into

our lives, we make a 7w mp.

B OBJECTIVES.

Students will:

* Identify incidents of nwip Amwn in their lives and

share them with their classmates.

¢ Differentiate between verbal and non-verbal

communication and how it affects those around them.

B DEVELOPMENT.

The 3 w29 tells us in mawn »pw that a 70 observant

Jew’s every word and every movement should reflect

the idea that the entire purpose of man, and the most
precious thing that he can do, is to serve 71 and fear Him,

»

as it says (20 n5mp) “oen b m " “Because this is the entire

(purpose) of man.”’!

Learning nmn is valued above all else in our 7n lifestyle.
Those who engage in 70 study increase the knowledge
of s ways in the world. One should be exceedingly
careful about the way that he speaks about omam ¥ 150 and
those that engage in mmn study. Speaking negatively about
those who spend the majority of their time learning 7m0
creates a great 7191 and lessens the importance of their
service to 7. It is through their diligence in learning 7790
that 7m0 is never forgotten from s 53, We should be

careful to give them honor for their important job.

By praising oo mbn and exhibiting excitement in our
7 nmay, our enthusiasm will be contagious, and others

will be motivated to follow our ways.
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StorYy #1—I WANT ONE, Too

The security guard sat in his little booth outside the Shuvu school in b pwsn, keeping an eye on all of the
comings and goings of the students and staff. He was an inquisitive person by nature and enjoyed all the action
typical of this religious “Russian” school. Although he himself was not observant, he had come to respect the staft

for their hard work and devotion, and he had really grown to like his job.

One afternoon, on the day before maw vacation, he noticed something unusual. All the children had lined up in
front of the school, in eager anticipation. Teachers stood at the front of the line, handing out packages to each
child. At one point, it became obvious that there would not be enough packages to go around. When that became
apparent, the children tried to shove themselves towards the front of the line, so that they too would be able to
receive the coveted item. Those who managed to obtain a package before the supply ran out were ecstatic, while

those who had to be turned away were devastated and cried inconsolably.

The guard watched curiously. What special prizes were being distributed by the teachers? Were the children

receiving Game Boys? Walkmans? Perhaps candy for the upcoming holiday?

The guard inched closer to see for himself what the commotion was all about. Proud little children carrying tall

green bags and small white boxes explained to him that they were holding sets of the zu myaI8.

“oum yaIN?” questioned the guard. “What's that?” The children were only too happy to share with him all that

they had learned about this special mn.
“If this is what made you children so excited,” said the guard, “then I must get a set, too!”

After all the children of Shuvu had left at the end of the day, the security guard left, as well. But he did not go in
the direction of his home. Instead, he went to find a store where he could buy his very own set of ouwmpaIn. As a
direct result of Shuvu’s influence, that mw ow, the security guard from pb pwsa joined the long list of people who

bentched 355 and MnN.

‘We can only hope that his interest in this mu» will spark further interest in Yiddishkeit. Perhaps he will follow in
the footsteps of the previous Shuvu security guard, who was so inspired by the Shuvu children that he became
fully mn observant, and left his job to move to a more religious community.

-Jewels from the Crown / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU
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» o«

[t is written (7:75 225n) “vIm 1w wman snx a9 %737 “Declare
the greatness of ‘7 with me, and together let us exalt His
name.” When a person is the recipient of a great 7or or
salvation from ‘7, this p1od teaches that he should publicize
his gratitude for the great deed that 1 has done for him,

in order to teach others to also praise the greatness of .

Saying Smun n312 when surviving a great tragedy, or
making a m8Tn o when someone recovers from an
illness, brings honor to 7 and strengthens ey in His

Divine Providence.

Generally, we do not boast about the kindness that 71 has
done for us, because that would seem conceited. However,
Tonn 7 explains that if one’s intention is o owb, in order
to bring others closer to 71, one should indeed publicize

the kindness.?

1507 21 explains that we bring honor to 71 in two ways: the
first by choosing to follow the ways of 7's 7, and the
second by using our power of speech to praise 7. Man is
called “mn way” — a living soul, because only he has been
given the ability to use his power of speech to praise .
By praising 71, man is able to reveal the honor of ‘7 that is

hidden in creation.?

N'ww w50 ynme 31 explains that it was only when we
went into exile that we became known as “o*nm.” That is
why we see the term “nm” in anox nbun, in Y87 998, and
in e 8. The non-Jews who first encountered us in

mb; recognized that we were a nation that gave thanks

(msmi) to ' for all the good that we received even during

the time that we were in exile.

In contrast to all other nations, it is our badge of
distinction that we are not overcome by our difficulties,
trials, and even suffering, and that we continue to cleave

to and praise .

In v nwns it is written, (:m mmw) “.anm> men ason” “And
e told his father-in-law everything that 7 had done.”
Syt pamahio ant pme 31 (the 27 appoma) derives an
important and fascinating lesson from these words.
During the ms12 yaw for one of his sons, the jnn was
miraculously saved from a life threatening situation.
53t pymabo 2, (known for his tireless dedication to
learning 7n) chose to spend the entire day recounting
the miraculous events that occurred to his son. By
retelling and reliving these miraculous events pr»a5p 29
5 31 fulfilled the injunction, “..»nx5s3 533 1152” “recounting

the miracles that 7 had done for him.”

We learn this from wan awn, who recounted to »mn all
the miracles that had occurred for Sxaw» u2. Since all of
58w w3 had witnessed and experienced the amazing
miracles, m¥n had no one to whom he could retell these
miraculous occurrences. mwn was not merely relating
simple stories, but rather, he was expressing gratitude
and eagerly praising 7. The word “9z” is mentioned
twice in the pos to tell us that mwn wished to tell yan» “all”
— every last detail and salvation that 7 had wrought on

behalf of Snaw» 2.

STORY #2—A TRIGGERED MIRACLE

A week after oo at the Shuvu School in mpn nns, parents and teachers assembled for a PTA meeting. Mrs. Yafta

Goldstein, the fourth grade teacher, welcomed each mother individually, and described her child’s achievements

and contributions to the class. Yevgeny Borenstein’s mother entered the classroom clutching a small shopping

bag. She had a story to tell.

“Mrs. Goldstein,” she addressed the teacher. “I must tell you this! Something unbelievable happened to Yevgeny!”

Mrs. Goldstein smiled to herself in anticipation. Yevgeny, an impish ten-year-old, was a challenging, yet enjoyable,

pupil. He asked clever questions and was an enthusiastic learner. Though his parents were not religiously

observant, they tolerated his adherence to mu». They were pleased that he was receiving a solid education in a
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refined environment, and were proud of his high marks in math and science. They were also happy that he was

supervised and occupied at school until the late afternoon, which was when they returned home from work.

Mrs. Borenstein continued: “It happened last Tuesday, two days before the oo holiday. Yevgeny left for school
at the regular time, and I rushed to finish getting ready to leave for work. All of a sudden, I heard a knock at the

door. I was surprised to see that Yevgeny had returned.
“Yevgeny, you should be halfway to school already! Why did you come back?”
“Non,” he replied. “I forgot my nwww.”

I got very upset. “Yevgeny! I'm going to be late for work! n? You'll wear nws tomorrow. What difference does

it make! Please go to school now like a good boy!”

But Yevgeny insisted and went into his bedroom to rummage for a pair of nw=. I gave in and remained in the
kitchen, puttering around while waiting for him to leave so I could lock up. He took off his t-shirt, carefully put
on his treasured nw, and then hurriedly jerked his t-shirt back on. Suddenly I heard an explosion coming from

the bedroom!
“Nox!” Yevgeny screamed.

I dropped the dish I was holding and ran to Yevgeny! He looked frightened, and his t-shirt was smoking! The o
cap-gun that he kept in his pocket had gone oft, and burnt a hole in his shirt! I feared that he had suftered terrible

burns.”

Mrs. Borenstein reached for the shopping bag and removed a crumpled t-shirt. She showed the astounded teacher

the large hole in the t-shirt. Then she removed a pair of nw, completely intact.

“Mrs. Goldstein, these are the n**s my son was wearing! Not a scorch mark! And Yevgeny didn’t have any burns

on himself, either! It’s a miracle!”

Mrs. Borenstein's eyes were glistening with tears as she continued in a hushed voice. “The A-lmighty saved my
son through His ms», and I want to say, “Thank you.” Please tell me where I can learn more about Judaism. My
husband and I have decided to keep a 790 home. ms»s will be just the beginning of our ma= observance. We want to
do more! This year we want to celebrate nos properly and relate to our entire family the miracle that the Almighty
performed especially for us!”

-Jewels from the Crown / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU.

B LIVING EXAMPLE. It is for this reason that fap» was so successful in omyn.

a5, one of myo’s chief officers, and fp»'s master before In the same way, am 31 explains that we are commanded
b

. . .
he rose to greatness, recognized ae's unique and close to make m>13, because through our acknowledgment

relationship to ‘. This was because he saw that nov of s kindness, we bring ourselves and others more

constantly mentioned the name of ‘71 in his daily speech.
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awareness of 7 and give honor to Him. In this way We often do not realize the impact of our actions on others.
we fulfill our purpose in creation and ensure that our ‘When a non-observant person watches a frum Jew make a
partaking of '’s bounty is not stealing. 1572 with the proper m3, it can have an astounding effect

on him and cause him to come closer to .

STORY #3—BLESSINGS IN DISGUISE

Sasha navigated the narrow hallways of the elementary school in pbpws. Being a gangly 6'2”, he felt a bit like
Gulliver in Lilliput among the small desks, chairs, and other paraphernalia of small children littering the hallways.
He didn’t remember ever being so small. No doubt he would have drawn a lot of stares in his soldier’s uniform, but
classes were in session, and he was left to wander around without attracting much attention. He knew, more or less,
where his brother Dima’s second grade classroom was from the vivid description of absolutely everything and
anything that had to do with Shuvu. Sasha had once quipped that shuvu didn’t mean lashuv al (repeat) everything

about the school, but, perhaps because Sasha was so tall, the pun sailed right over Dima’s head.
Sasha didn’t want to disturb the class, so he made his way to the school office instead.

“My brother, Dima, is in the second grade here; would I be able to speak to his teacher for a moment?” he asked
the woman behind the desk. “Her name is Morah Pesi.” Sasha added, realizing with some bemusement that he had
no other way to refer to, or address, the teacher. Dima mentioned Morah Pesi at least once a day, but he had never
used her last name. Clara, the school secretary, willingly obliged the soldier’s request by calling the teacher out

of class.

“Excuse me for disturbing you, Morah Pesi,” Sasha said, suddenly feeling awkward, but determined to fulfill his

mission.
“Yes,” the teacher smiled, surprised at the unusual visitor. “How can I help you?”

“Well, it's about my brother, Dima...” Sasha began uncertainly. “You see, um... well, when I come home from the
army, I'm very hungry” He paused. The teacher nodded, obviously wondering where this was going. “When I
come home, I take something out of the refrigerator to eat, and no sooner do I take a bite and Dima starts yelling
at me, “Thief, thief!”

“That certainly doesn’t sound like Dima,” Morah Pesi said, concerned.

“So after a while I asked him what in the world he’s talking about, and the kid gave me a whole lecture about how
I'm stealing food from G-d; that eating without making a 7313 was like taking something without permission and
we need to say a 1372 to show our appreciation, to say “Thank you.” He said you were the one who taught this to
him. Let me tell you, Dima has a very good memory. By the time he was done, I knew all the mz12 over food, which
to say and when to say them and how and why....” Sasha took a breath. “The thing is my brother wouldn’t only
insist I say them at home; he insisted I say them when I eat in the army as well. Now, let me tell you something
about army food, they should bless us for eating it.” He grinned ruefully. “But Dima seemed so sincere, it seemed

so important to him. And after all, I do owe a thank-you to G-d. So I agreed.
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“I pretty much was doing it automatically by then, because whenever I'm home, if I take a bite to eat without a

blessing, Dima shows up shouting “Thief!" I was sure the guys in my unit would have a field day making fun of

me. But they didn’t. They started saying them, too. And a couple of the guys even carry around ms" to put on

their heads when they eat.

“I told Dima this, and you should have seen how excited he was. So I thought you might also want to know that

not only did you teach Dima the m>73, you also taught an entire army unit, and I'm sure my little brother is not

the only one in class passing the blessings on.

“And you know something,” he added conspiratorially. “The food in the army doesn’t taste so bad anymore...

Anyway,” Sasha said sincerely, “I thought I should come and tell you how much you've done....”

‘With that, Sasha turned and left as unexpectedly as he had appeared. Morah Pesi, misty-eyed, watched Sasha head

down the hallway and then turned back to her own unit of 7’s little soldiers.

-Jewels from the Crown 8 / WITH PERMISSION FROM SHUVU

B ACTIVITY.

e The things that we value and speak highly about
reflect who we are. By directing ourselves to think about
the people who are truly exalted, such as our maw» wxn,
our o3, and our M, appreciating their oww nx, and
praising them accordingly, we can greatly influence
others. Ask the students which topics get them excited
about Yiddishkert.

* Have students break into groups and choose an
example of 7's kindness that affected at least one of
them personally (a personal or family story, a miracle, or
special brachah). Have each group present their example
as a skit, poem, poster, artwork, or some other creative
form. You may want to have students write up a personal
story for homework, first. This will give them time to

think and research the story’s details.

* Ask students to recall incidents when they were
witness to 7's guiding nmwn either to themselves, their
relatives, or friends. The students may write about these
stories, act them out or simply share them with the rest

of the class.

* Discuss the ' nnon that can be observed throughout
the human body or within the intricacies of creation.
This will cultivate an appreciation of '7’s great wonders.
A5 ran 27's books are a wonderful source to aid in this

project.

m FinaL NOTES.

It is easy to be excited about the worldly events that
happen around us, but it is our job to generate enthusiasm

and excitement over 70 and M.

Helping children to find excitement and fulfillment in
their mn and msn is a challenge that we as educators face
on a daily basis. Teachers should discuss with their peers
and administrators how to create programs to generate
this excitement. When we create an honor roll or contest
for those that participate in learning outside of school
as well as in school, and encourage students to bring in
pictures about their msn observance, or give prizes and
encouragement for participation in Jem programs etc., we
create an atmosphere that values 7min principles over the

secular.
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Lesson 15.

B AVOIDING SUSPICION AT ALL CosTs: FOLLOWING

SOCIETAL NORMS

B INTRODUCTION.

It is important that we always consider how our actions
are viewed by others. One should be exceedingly careful
to avoid suspicion that we are involved in something that
we shouldn’t be, or be accused of something that we

haven’t done.

In addition, we should be careful about doing things that
are not forbidden but would be looked down upon by

others—such as not using proper etiquette and refinement.

B OBJECTIVES.

Students will:

* Identify and present various situations in which one’s

actions could be misinterpreted.

 List ways in which the customs of a particular place
may render normally accepted behaviors as inappropriate

in other places.

B DEVELOPMENT.

Before 581w 13 began their conquest of Sswer 1y, the
owaw of 12w and T asked mwn for permission to settle
their families in the land of =% on the other side of the
7. They wished to settle there instead of actually in

58w N, because the land was fertile and fit for raising

cattle, which was 2w and 's occupation. mwn granted
their request, but told them that they must take part
in conquering Sswr 1N, before they returned to their
families. mwn explained that this is so that ‘m» anpy on»m
58 - “You shall be free of reproach (lit. ‘clean’) before
7 and Sswr” Why did mwn add the words “and Sxer”
(their fellow Jews)? Certainly if ‘7 would consider them
virtuous, the rest of the Jewish people would not question

their motives?

The 190 ann explains in his mawn' that sometimes it is
more difficult to appear virtuous to other human beings
than it is to be seen as honorable to ‘7. Human nature is
such that people are suspicious of others even when these
suspicions are completely unfounded and nonsensical,

and ‘11, Himself, would find no fault!

The 22w onn further explains that even if only indecent
people consider another person guilty of sin (without
proper evidence), he may still be considered to have
transgressed the Mo of 1 5. It may be for this reason
that 121 and =3 were the first to have been exiled. Even
though they fulfilled mwn’s instructions completely, their
fellow Jews may have considered it unfair that ;2w and
73 had left their families in a safe location while the rest
of the nation was at war. They may have been punished,
because they were not “o»m” (free of reproach) in the eyes

of their brothers.
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The mwn tells us that the person who collected funds in
the wpna ma to purchase mnap was not allowed to wear
a garment in which it was possible to hide stolen money.
Should he become wealthy, he might be suspected of
stealing money from the treasury, and should he become
poor, it might be thought that he was being punished for
having stolen. The mwn concludes that just as a person
must be free of any suspicion before 71 so must he be free

of suspicion before others. Even w31 mwn wore garments

47
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that had no folds in which anything could be hidden
during the 7may of the inauguration to avoid any hint of

suspicion.”

We learn from this that we must be exceedingly careful
not to do anything (even if it is permissible) that would

be viewed as improper.

These concepts even apply to business, as we see in the

following story:

STORY #1—BIG SAVINGS, BIGGER LOSSES

A certain store advertised a sale on a Jewish product in order to bring more Jewish customers into the store. A

woman went to the store to purchase that product, but, when she arrived, she was shocked to find that the entire

stock of the product had already been purchased. When she expressed her surprise, the cashier said in a tone of

annoyance, “The first few Jews that came into the store bought the entire stock and our sale was ruined!”

Although the storeowner should have been wiser and placed a limit on the amount of product that each customer

could buy, the customers should have given the matter some thought and showed respect for the store owner’s

obvious intentions. Many times customers will try to get around the rules and take advantage of store owners

and their promotions. It is important for us to ask ourselves, “Is the small advantage that we receive with our

cleverness worth the negative impression that we make on others?”

-HEARD FROM THE PROTAGONIST
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w1 mwe davened to 1 after the o%n sinned, asking Him to
forgive the sins of the Jewish people. mn» urged 7 not to
destroy His nation, because then the ans would claim that
71 did not have the power to defeat the 31 kings of jp>.
How was it possible that any of the nations might make
such a claim after witnessing the miraculous salvation
that ‘7 wrought in omw»? 770 ny7 explains that even if
just a few coarse and foolish people would come to such

a conclusion, it would mean that '7’s honor had not been

upheld and would constitute a lack of ‘7w p.

It is for this reason that the 9ow onn explains that
even though modesty is a tremendous virtue in
our 7mn learning and msn performance, as it states

»

(o) PN oy nob mvn” “Walk in modesty with your
G-d"%, certain me» should be performed publicly. Thus,
others will not mistakenly think that one was not

performing the mxn, thereby causing a 7 5.

STORY #2—GREAT LOSSES, GREATER (GAINS

An elderly couple once expressed their wish to bequeath their entire estate, which was worth a considerable sum,

to a struggling yeshivah in oben after their deaths. The m2w wxn, however, suggested that the couple leave half of

their estate to their only son, who lived abroad and had severed ties with his parents. The wife passed away shortly

thereafter, and the husband’s health deteriorated to the point that he needed constant care until his death a few

years later. The yeshivah shouldered the burden of all the funeral and medical expenses, while the son remained

out of contact, not even attending his mother’s funeral.

After the husband’s death, the couple’s estranged son finally came to 5872 pan—to claim his parents’ entire estate.

The yeshivah administration urged the maw» w81 to fight the son’s efforts in court, but the m2w» wNv, an august

770 personality, flatly refused . . . fearing the 1 %% n that might result. The son was certain to forcetully resist any

efforts the yeshivah might make to stake a claim to the estate. He would be very likely to fabricate accusations,

perhaps claiming that the yeshivah had somehow convinced the couple to write a will in their favor, and that they

had aided his father for ulterior motives, in order to later claim his property. The situation was liable to turn into

a scandal, besmirching the name of the yeshivah and the mmn world. For that, the maw» wxt was willing to forego a

vast sum of money that could have rescued his struggling institution from financial distress.

-Aleinu Leshabeach, PaArsHAS VEZOS HABRACHA

A person should explain his actions to others if his actions
could be misinterpreted. If one davens with another i,

and not his regular shul, he should explain this to his

colleagues, so that they should not think that he is not

davening with a pa.

STORY #3—WHAT To Do?

onz 27 was asked the following question: what should one do if when on the way to a pas, he is asked to come into

a different un to be the tenth person, and the p» davens at a pace that he dislikes? Would it be permissible to turn

them down? oxs 37 answered that the people wouldn’t understand, and they would feel that it was wrong that he

was not willing to help another Jew. Therefore, he suggested that the man take another route to his jun, in order

to avoid this predicament.

-Rav Pam BY RABBI SHIMON FINKELMAN
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FoLLOWING SOCIETAL NORMS o If pymw attends an out-of-town wedding, he must be

aware that answering his phone in the middle of a o

The 321 explains that even if one would not commit will be viewed as extremely disrespectful by the town’s

an 7Y by acting in an unrefined way, such as spitting guests

or coughing without covering one’s mouth, one should

respect those around him and refrain from such behavior. * 127, visiting the States from Ssw» 1N, must realize

that shoving his way through a crowd is not accepted

One should be careful to respect the customs of the place . .
in America.

in which he may find himself. For example:

While none of the people in the above examples actually

o oy sive ci iv i . . .
Py, an aggressive city driver, must be aware that his violated any oeN, nevertheless their actions could be

driving habits will earn him reproachful glares from local viewed as causing displeasure to others.

inhabitants when he is visiting a quiet neighborhood in

the country.

STORY #4—YoU ARE BEING WATCHED

T2 ower 21 tells the following story: A little while ago, while I was traveling on a plane, I saw that there was
another observant Jew among the passengers. As the plane landed, the flight attendant made the announcement
we all know by heart, “Passengers, please remain seated until the plane comes to a complete stop and the pilot has

turned off the ‘fasten seat belt’ sign.”

As often happens in the big city airports, the plane was delayed on the runway, and the seat belt sign remained
on longer than expected. So did the people follow instructions and wait in their seats or not? All of us remained
seated except for one man. I'm sure you can guess who it was (and it was not me). That’s right. While the plane
was still taxiing on the runway, this highly recognizable observant Jew stood up and started getting his things
together. I didn’t watch him, but I did watch the faces of the other passengers. Believe me, it was a real 7 5%7. In

their eyes, this man represented 77, and he brought it dishonor.

I once heard something very disturbing. I don’t know if it’s true or not. But if’ such a story is making its rounds,
something is dreadfully wrong. They say that a Tower airplane once landed in 5Nw» s towards the end of
December. About half” the passengers were Jews and the other half’ were Christian Yuletide travelers. This plane
was also delayed on the runway, and by the time it reached the terminal, many passengers were pulling out their
carry-on luggage from the overhead bins. The stewardess got on the public address system and said, “To all of
you who are standing, we want to wish you a ‘Happy Chanukah’, and to all those seated, we wish you ‘Season’s

)

Greetings.”

Obviously, there’s a perception out in the world that there’s something out of line with Orthodox Jews. What
do people think of us? That we're rude and grasping? What a horrendous 71 5> n!

-Listen to your Messages RABBI YISSOCHER FFRAND

71wy generally refers to our mission of observing 1357
to the highest degree and avoiding any action that could
be viewed as improper. It is important to be sensitive in

all situations so that we do not offend others who have

different customs and ways than those that we follow.
7 e p demands that we avoid behavior or any situation
that evokes disapproval from other people even though it

does not necessarily violate nsbm.
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B Living EXAMPLE.

1T P 23713 mbw 127, commonly known as the wraem, was
once asked about a shul in Algiers founded by Jews who
had come from Spain, in which some of the @¥5%sn» wanted
to insist that anyone entering the shul remove their shoes,
in keeping with the custom of the local Muslims, who
removed their shoes before entering their own houses
of worship. These ob%om viewed it as an expression of
disrespect for the shul when congregants entered with
their shoes on. Incredibly, the wawn agreed with their
position. “It is known that a shul should be glorified,
exalted, honored, and protected from any disparagement.
‘Honor’- is whatever people consider as honorable....”
The v 2 wanted to show that it would not be considered

disrespectful to wear one’s shoes in a shul located in a

Christian country, since their society does not view such
conduct as demeaning. However in a Muslim land, where
the societal norm was to remove one’s shoes as a sign
of respect for any house of worship, or before meeting
any important person, it is certainly required to show the

same respect to a shul, the “house” of n.*

A similar question arises regarding whether one is
allowed to smoke in a shul. o1 22 .7 21 prohibited
smoking, because it is known that non-Jews refrain from
smoking in their houses of worship. If we were then
to allow smoking in our shuls, it would be considered a
71 591 and seen as disrespectful.” Again, this emphasizes
the importance of being sensitive to the circumstances

and the surroundings in which we live.

STORY #5—G 00D MORNING TO YOU

77w e 27 passed away in 1998. The following year, b8 nman dedicated their annual dinner to his memory. Before

the dinner, 19w m» 29's son, pwaw 9, visited the 7man headquarters in lower Manhattan. In the lobby of the huge

office building sat the receptionist, a gentile woman. pw=w 3 wished her a good morning and asked whether she

had known his late father, 97 nwn 31, former president of 8w RN,

“Did I know him?” the woman responded. “I smile every day because of him. You know, 2w m 21 was always

the first to arrive for work every morning. He always entered the building briskly, as if he was in a hurry to do

something important. He would press the button for the elevator, and as he waited for it, he would hurry across

the lobby to my desk. ‘Good morning,” he would say, ‘and keep on smiling’. And I knew that he meant it!

“I feel tears welling up in my eyes as I tell you this. Sometimes, when life is rough, I remember your father’s words

—and I smile.” The story reminded pwiw 1 of walking with his father through Boro Park on naw morning, as a

young boy, as they made their way to shul. 39w mwn 27 wished “naw w” to every Jew he passed, and “Good morning”

to every gentile.

One naw morning, pwnw 9 asked his father, “Daddy, are you running for President? Why must you say ‘Good

morning’ to every single person we pass?” 17w mwn 31 replied, “As you know, when I was a m35n at Mesivta Torah

Vodaas, I had the great privilege of serving as an assistant of sorts to the pxs and pvs, pvosn prbs 29, when he

visited America in 1938. I first met 1% 27 when I reported to his room one morning at the Broadway Central

Hotel. I greeted him with a “a%p %", and then we headed for the elevator.

“As we waited for it, 3158 27 turned to me and asked, “V7 azoi zogt men ‘Gut morgen’ otf English? (How does one say

‘Good morning’ in English?)” I answered, “Like we say it in Yiddish —Good morning’.”
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“nrox 29 then began to pace back and forth, saying ‘Good morning, good morning.” When we entered the elevator,

he turned to the gentile attendant and said, ‘Good morning.” Then he turned to me and asked, ‘Hob ich gut gezogt?

(Did I say it well?)”

A thoughtful word at the right time can make such a
difference to a person. A simple ‘good morning’ can boost
a person’s self-esteem, and change their mood for the
day. As Yidden, we have to be conscious of the impact of
our behavior on others. A positive word can make you an

“ambassador” of 1 and His mmn.

You can create a great 7127 in such a simple way.

B ACTIVITY.

The teacher may choose one of the following activities or
divide the class into groups and assign a different activity

to each group:

* Keeping in mind that people judge us by their own set
of standards, think about situations in which someone

may be judged incorrectly, even when they are not

technically doing anything wrong. Act out the scene
showing what he is doing and how he is being judged.
Then act out the scene again, showing how the person
could have been more careful in order to avoid being

Jjudged negatively.

* Act out scenes which model proper etiquette and
promote 7 enp. Examples would be: Saying “excuse me”
if you bump into someone; tipping someone for a service
they have performed for you, etc. Act out scenes which
show improper behavior and then scenes that depict the

proper behavior.

* Show how behavior that may be accepted in one
place may be offensive in another. For example, act out
a behavior that is accepted in-town, and then how it
is viewed out-of-town or in another environment, i.e.

honking, not mowing your lawn, bargaining, etc.
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