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Introduction.

  Dear Teachers,

These lessons have been designed to help students understand the importance of  emulating ‘ה’s attributes in their daily 

interactions. It is our hope that through their study, students will gain the sensitivity to further their unique mission in this 

world. We believe that by teaching this material, students will become a link in the holy chain of  Jews that have sacrificed to 

increase ‘ה’s honor through their righteous actions.

These lesson plans have been organized to facilitate the teacher’s ease of  use. Stories and extended text have been placed 

appropriately within the lesson plan, adding interest and depth to the lesson.

All תורה sources have been cited with footnotes for the teacher’s convenience. At the end of  each lesson, additional resources 

have been included for further clarification and study.



ehsua vw
5

  Previous Lessons.

In the last fifteen lessons, students learned about ‘קידוש ה. Presented below is a list of  the previous lessons as a review of  the essential 

concepts that were taught.

•	 Lesson 1 - Defining ‘קידוש ה and ‘חילול ה

•	 Lesson 2 - Bringing the world to the recognition of the purpose of :ה‘   creation and כלל ישראל

•	 Lesson 3 - Publicizing the Name of of השגחה through His blessings and the ה‘  כלל ישראל 

•	 Lesson 4 - Honoring ‘ה for His own sake, not for a person’s own honor

•	 Lesson 5 - Emulating the ways of so that each of ה‘   us becomes a צלם אלוקים

•	 Lesson 6 - ‘קידוש ה in the workplace: being faithful and honest

•	 Lesson 7 - Interactions with non-Jews-honesty and returning lost objects

•	 Lesson 8 - Respectful conduct precedes Torah study

•	 Lesson 9 - Balancing our pride, humility and honor

•	 Lesson 10 - Our unique Jewish mission

•	 Lesson 11 - Kiddush Hashem in the presence of  Jews

•	 Lesson 12 - Loving your fellow Jew as yourself; giving rebuke

•	 Lesson 13 - Kiddush Hashem through giving

•	 Lesson 14 - How our praises of  Hashem impact the world

•	 Lesson 15 - Avoiding suspicion at all costs: following societal norms

  Short review

Short Review Lesson
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  inTroDucTion.

We have learned about the tremendous ’ה  that קידוש 

occurs when one honors the name of  .as an individual ה‘ 

However, a much greater ’קידוש ה takes place when many 

people honor and serve Him. The power of  a group 

coming together for a higher purpose brings true honor 

to the name of .ה’ 

The impact of  an individual who acts properly, and 

displays מידות טובות and קדושה is far reaching. However, it 

cannot be compared to the impact that an entire group 

makes when they display these same qualities.

  objecTives.

Students will:

•	 Identify the ways in which ’ה  can be increased קידוש 

through the power of  the group.

•	 They will consider how each individual is able to 

influence and affect the group.

•	 Students will write about how a large תורה gathering 

affected their actions.

  anTiciPaTory seT: iniTiaTing inTeresT.

The teacher will show the students a picture of  the הקהל 

ceremony. After the seven years of  when Jews שמיטה 

lived in ארץ ישראל, we were commanded to come together 

in the eighth year for the מצוה of  Men, women, and .הקהל 

children would gather together as the king would read ספר 

Each person would focus intently on the words of .דברים  

 being read. The experience would imbue each person תורה

there with a special יראת שמים and in turn would give him/

her a renewed resolve to fulfill תורה and מצות. Although we 

do not have the same commandment today, because there 

is no המקדש large gatherings of ,בית   Jews can still bring 

about a similar outcome. In fact the גמרא declares that when 

600,000 Jews come together we make the - ברכה חכם הרזים.

  DeveLoPmenT.

In the multitude of“ ברב עם הדרת מלך  people is the glory of  

the king.” 

A king of  flesh and blood receives honor when an entire 

nation proclaims him as King. In the same way, ’ה is truly 

honored when the multitudes serve Him. It is written 

in דרבי אליעזר If“ (ch. 3) פרקי   a king has no army and no 

encampment, over whom does he rule?  If  there is no one 

to praise the king, where is his honor? As it is written, “אין 

.”There is no king without a nation -מלך בלא עם

  in the multitude of PeoPle is the GlorY 
    of the KinG

Lesson 16.
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Lesson 16

 ברוב עם הדרת מלך

When a teacher or a member of  a community sees a well 

behaved Jewish student, he/she will surely be impressed. 

However he/she may assume that it is only this particular 

student who has such an excellent character. When the 

same person witnesses an entire group of  students 

behaving appropriately, he can no longer assume that this 

is an exception. Those students will have made a great 

 because now the person will believe that all Jewish ,קידוש ה’

students behave this way and that it is surely because 

they act in accordance with תורה principles.1 

1) The imPorTance of achDus 

Each individual in a Jewish community is bound to 

perform the same מצות. Every Jew must don תפילין, shake 

the four species on סוכות and eat מצה on פסח. One could 

ask “Wouldn’t it be more meaningful if  each individual 

found his own way to honor ‘ה without having to observe 

the same rote set of  complex מצות?” In truth, we as עם 

are much more than a collection of ישראל  individuals; 

it is our unity as a nation that brings about the קידוש ה’. 

It says in 33:5 דברים   that we are only truly able to ספר 

bring honor to ’ה and proclaim His kingship when we as 

a people are united.2 

 explains this idea through an analogy. A רבי שמעון בר יוחאי

person tied two ships together and then built a palace 

on top of  the ships. What would happen if  the bonds 

holding the two ships together would come apart? 

Obviously the palace would be destroyed. If  the bonds 

that hold the Jewish people together would come apart, 

then the honor of .would be compromised, G-d forbid ה‘ 

If  each Jew would create his own set of  it could ,מצות 

appear as if  each person was serving a different force, 

G-d forbid. It is only because the Jewish people are 

united by performing the same 613 מצות, that it is clear 

that we are all serving one G-d.

At the same time each individual is vital to the Jewish 

people. Every Jew is like an instrument in an orchestra 

each rendering his own unique melody. However, in an 

orchestra the musicians all work together in unison 

to create a beautiful unique performance of  a musical 

piece. In the same way the Jewish people unite to serve 

.each contributing their unique abilities to serve Him ,ה‘

2) The Power of uniTy

True אחדות is achieved when an entire nation, as one, 

is dedicated to and focused on the same mission. Rav 

Yaakov Kamenetzky explains (פרשת במדבר, אמת ליעקב) that 

the Jewish people were not commanded to set up their 

 until after they completed their first year in (banners) דגלים

the דגלים .מדבר, were the banners that displayed the symbol 
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sTory #1

The greatest revelation of ‘קידוש ה is brought about when Jewish unity is displayed; even amongst a few individuals. 

Rabbi Naftoli Steinfeld (name changed), was once driving near the Verrazano Bridge on a Friday afternoon when 

he noticed a disabled minivan stuck on the side of  the road. An obviously Jewish family was standing beside it. A 

policeman had already come to the family’s aid, but Rabbi Steinfeld decided to pull over to see if  he could be of  any 

assistance. Since there was only a short time remaining before שבת, he offered to drive the man’s children home, 

while he finished dealing with the police. The father gratefully accepted the offer.

“Wait a minute,” the policeman interjected. “You don’t even know this man, and you’re going to entrust your kids 

to him?”

To the policeman’s amazement, the father grinned and said, “Why not? After all, we are all one family!”4 

-heard from naftoli steinfeld 

sTory #2

A man flew from ארץ ישראל to various cities in Florida, in order to raise money for his daughter’s wedding. Later 

he traveled to New York. Driving on the Interstate through Georgia, he was pulled over for speeding. The cop 

asked the man for his papers. Seeing that the traveler was from Israel, the officer told him that he could not write 

a summons, but must take him straight to court. When the judge fined him $175 for speeding, the man opened 

his money pouch and pulled out the money from a thick wad of  cash. The judge became suspicious, thinking that 

surely he was a drug dealer. He asked the man how he had acquired such a huge sum of  money. The man, of  course 

explained, that he was collecting for his daughter. The court did not believe him and called the רב in Hollywood, 

Florida, from where he had just come. 

The רב was very willing to help. He procured affidavits from the various רבנים the man had visited, and then 

faxed them to the court. The court released the man, but the state trooper was not convinced. He called the רב in 

Hollywood and asked him how he could give money to someone he didn’t know. The רב told him, “We do this all 

the time, there are people coming constantly from Israel collecting for all different kinds of  things.” There was 

complete silence on the other end of  the phone. Finally the shocked state trooper said, “You know, I joined the 

wrong religion.” 

-listen to Your messaGes (rabbi Yissocher frand)

of  each individual שבט and represented the unique 

characteristic of  each שבט. The דגלים conveyed that 

each שבט was different, and each was distinguished 

by its unique contributions. This message was not 

appropriate until the second year in the מדבר, after 

the משכן was built and could serve as a unifying focus 

for the nation. There was room for individuality 

only after the people had become a whole, united in 

their shared focus.

In the עשרה of שמונה   we say, “You are ,שבת on מנחה 

One, and Your Name is One, and who is like Your people 

 one nation in the land?” The world will recognize ,ישראל

the Oneness of  is united as “one כלל ישראל only when ה’ 

nation”, focused together on their unique mission. 

Similarly, the בעל הטורים explains in (23:2 פרשת אמור) that 

the תורה’s discussion of  the מועדים (festivals) immediately 

follows the מצוה of  When the Jewish people gather .קידוש ה’ 

together on the festivals to daven to ’ה and serve Him, 

this unified assembly generates a tremendous ה  .’קידוש 

The glory of“—ברוב עם הדרת מלך  the King emanates from 

the multitude of  people.”3
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gathering of  its supporters.

Every large gathering lends significance to its cause. 

When massive numbers of  people assemble to show 

their support for a person involved in a court case, they 

establish credibility for the defendant. Protests or rallies 

are dependent on the participants to bring attention 

to the message of  their cause. When large numbers of  

people assemble to promote a positive or spiritual cause, 

the numbers indicate that the cause has value. Thus, the 

massive number of  Jews who gathered to celebrate the 

demonstrated the extraordinary significance of ,סיום הש”ס  

.learning for the Jewish people תורה

Similar to the סיום הש”ס, which also takes place once every 

seven years, the מצוה of —calls for the entire nation הקהל 

men, women, and children—to assemble in the בית 

 every seven years to hear the king read sections המקדש

of דברים  What is the purpose of .ספר   this מצוה? The חנוך  

 is the central focus and the תורה explains that the (מצוה 612)

essential component of  Jewish life. A Jew’s connection to 

the תורה is what distinguishes him from all other nations, 

and it is through his study and observance of  the תורה 

that he achieves eternal life. ‘ה commanded the Jewish 

people to assemble en masse at specific, fixed intervals, 

in order to hear the words of  the תורה, impressing upon 

them that the תורה should be central to their lives. The 

phenomenon of  so many people coming together to hear 

the תורה would instill in them an awareness of  its vital 

importance and inestimable value.

The הש”ס was certainly a display of סיום   the massive 

efforts made by thousands of  Jews to engage in regular, 

meaningful התורה However, any large group of .לימוד   

people has the power to achieve a ‘ה  Every shul .קידוש 

or מדרש has this potential; when large numbers of בית   

individuals unite to engage in תפילה, התורה   or other ,לימוד 

meritorious acts, their united efforts can have powerful 

ramifications, inspiring and motivating other Jews to do 

the same. Every individual who joins in a group to unite 

with others in ‘עבודת ה - creates an immeasurable ‘קידוש ה.

  acTiviTy.

1.  Discuss with your class why the סיום הש”ס had such a 

powerful impact on people and moved people to learn 

more. What was it about this event that was so different 

  Living examPLe.

When large numbers of  people assemble to promote a 

cause, it indicates how important the cause is to them. 

On March 1, 2005, over 100,000 Jews came together to 

generate a massive ’קידוש ה.

These Jews had assembled to celebrate the conclusion of  

the eleventh cycle of  since the program had been דף יומי 

launched by Rav Meir Shapiro zt”l in 1923. Over eighty 

years later, יומי  ,had become a global phenomenon דף 

uniting tens of  thousands of  Jews across the globe in 

the study of  the same daily דף. The eleventh הש”ס  סיום 

was a massive event that filled convention centers, sports 

arenas, and other facilities in numerous locations with 

throngs of  jubilant Jews that spanned the entire spectrum 

of  Orthodoxy. Participants flocked to the event from 

locations throughout the United States; their presence 

was highly visible, if  not ubiquitous, on the roads, in 

airports, and on public transportation. The סיום הש”ס left 

an indelible imprint on the hearts and minds of  everyone 

who was there.

In an eloquent article penned for the Jewish Observer 
after the סיום, Rabbi Aryeh Z. Ginzberg cited a principle 
established by Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler zt”l: the degree of  
 created on any given occasion can be gauged by the קידוש ה’
response to the occasion. The ’קידוש ה engendered by the 
eleventh סיום הש”ס could be measured by the reactions that 
followed the massive event. And, as Rabbi Ginzberg went 
on to demonstrate, the ripple effects were astounding.

The morning after the סיום הש”ס, enrollment in דף יומי שיעורים  

grew exponentially throughout the United States. The 

attendance at one שיעור in Monsey jumped from 30 to 100. 

In Denver, two new שיעורים were launched. In Manalapan, 

New Jersey, thirteen men signed up to attend a דף יומי שיעור, 

none of  them with any previous experience in גמרא study. 

And the סיום הש”ס had an impact even on seasoned דף יומי 

participants. One person called Rabbi Ginzberg on his 

way to work the next morning and remarked that he 

had experienced such a sense of  elevation at the סיום הש”ס 

that he felt it was impossible to return to his mundane 

daily routine!

What was the force behind the incredible power that 

enabled this event to inspire, uplift, and ignite the passion 

of  so many Jews? The answer is simple: the massive 
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Some examples might be:

•	 לשון הרע

•	 צניעות

•	 Cheating on tests

•	 חוצפה

•	 Misbehaving during English classes

We have learned in the past years that one of  the primary 

manifestations of ה‘   is through the special Divine קידוש 

Providence granted to people who completely dedicate 

themselves to serve ‘ה’s. כלל ישראל mission is to serve ‘ה and 

when they fulfill this mission ‘ה blesses them with overt 

 In this way His name is sanctified throughout the .השגחה

world. 

This can be compared to spotlights used in a theater, 

which shine on the performers on stage. The purpose of  

the lights is not for the performers themselves to be able 

to see; rather, their purpose is to allow the audience to 

see the performers more clearly and to follow each move 

they make. Similarly, when ‘ה shines His אור פנים, His overt 

 upon the Jewish people, His purpose is not only to השגחה

benefit the Jews themselves, but also to sanctify His name 

before the rest of  the world.  When the actions of  the 

people who truly represent Him are highlighted, there 

is greater honor to ‘ה. When multitudes of  Jews make 

a ‘ה  and serve Him properly we are told (in many קידוש 

sources) that ‘ה’s שכינה and special השגחה are manifested on 

the nation because so many people are serving ‘ה.

This is the meaning of  the גמרא that states (83a בבא קמא) 

that the שכינה does not rest upon fewer than 22,000 Jews. 

Wherever the שכינה rests, there is special השגחה, and the 

ultimate purpose of .קידוש ה‘ is to bring about השגחה פרטית 

•	 Have students cite examples that they or others have 

heard about how people have been affected when they 

saw examples of  many Jews creating a ‘קידוש ה.

than other previous events to support תורה learning?

Ask your students how they were affected and if  they 

have maintained the decisions they have made since the 

time of  the event.

Have students write about a time that they attended 

a large תורה gathering and how it affected them. What 

changes did this event bring about in their behavior? 

2.  The חנוך reveals another dimension of  the value of  

large groups. The תורה obligates us to blow the שופר on יום 

year. What is the purpose of יובל in every כפור  sounding 

the שופר? The חינוך explains that every יובל year ישראל  עם 

would have to fulfill a very difficult requirement: the 

commandment for a Jew that owned slaves to free every 

 in his possession. It certainly was (Jewish slave) עבד עברי

very difficult for the owners, who had benefitted from the 

labor of  their slaves, to now release them. When the שופר 

was sounded, however, it reminded the slave owners that 

the commandment applied to everyone who owned an 

עברי  When the owners realized that they were not .עבד 

the only ones who would be releasing their slaves, it was 

then much easier for them to observe that commandment. 

The same is true of  all מצות; when multitudes of  people 

observe the same מצות, one is more motivated to readily 

join in תורה observance.5

The teacher should ask the students about their own תורה 

observance. Is it easier to daven when you are in camp 

or in school because all of  your friends are davening 

together? Is your davening easier to accomplish when 

you daven in a group or when you daven alone at home? 

How about when you learn in a learning program after 

school? Are you more motivated to learn when you learn 

with your friends or when you sit down with a ספר at 

home? Why do you think that this is the case?

Performing מצות with others generally has a positive effect 

on our performance. It is also important to remember that 

sometimes in order to bring about a ‘קידוש ה we must make 

some decisions that may be unpopular. Have the students 

discuss how it feels to be careful and perform a מצוה that 

others find difficult to do. 
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sTory #3

a scooP on שובו:

Koby Shachar, a reporter in Hadera for the secular Maariv newspaper, was fishing around for an interesting news 

scoop. He came across a remarkable phenomenon. The City Municipality of  Hadera had closed down a public 

elementary school due to a dramatic decrease in the enrollment of  its students. His research revealed that most 

of  the students had left in order to go to a religious institution called שובו. Intrigued, Koby was determined to dig 

down to the bottom of  the mystery, and release a juicy exposé on שובו. 

One week later, a bewildered Koby presented the following article to his editor:

“Flight to School”

Last month the City Municipality of  Hadera closed down a public elementary school due to a mass decline 

in the student population. Since most of  the students had been transferred out of  the school by their 

parents, there was no other option other than shutting down the school. Shockingly, the majority of  the 

students had been transferred to a religious institution called שובו. שובו’s parents, teachers, and students offer 

their perspectives:

Mrs. Ada Chaimov, a waitress in Sol’s Pizzeria, said that while her two older sons were enrolled in a public 

high school, she chose to send her eight-year-old son, Nati, to שובו.

“My older sons literally stole every bit of  happiness out of  my life,” she explained bitterly. “I hope that by 

attending שובו, my third son will return it to me.”

Mrs. Nina Phillip, owner of  “The Unique Boutique” in Hadera’s shopping mall, related a paradoxical 

experience. Grievously disappointed that her fifteen-year-old daughter had become religiously observant 

through attending שובו, she withdrew her young son from the school. 

“I came back and re-enrolled him, though,” she asserted. “I have no interest in my son becoming religious, 

but I just could not find a better school than שובו.”

Dr. Leon Sharone, of  the Maccabi Health Fund Group, shared an amusing anecdote. “I have twin ten-year-

old daughters, Sarina and Gabriella. Now, while Sarina excelled in school and was very popular, Gabriella 

had academic and social difficulties. My wife and I decided to separate the girls, and sent Gabriella to a 

different school entirely. We chose שובו. After one year of  attending שובו, Gabriella was way ahead of  Sarina 

scholastically, and had wonderful friends! This fall we enrolled both of  our daughters in שובו!”

s staff’שובו  has only praise for the school as well. Mrs. Bella Monk, a local Hadera resident and a faculty 

member at שובו, related the following: “I am the drama instructor at שובו, and every day I observe how the 

children line up independently to wash נטילת ידיים, the ritual hand-washing before eating bread. I’m telling 

you, in public school the children don’t even know what a line means! I transferred my son from public 

school to שובו, and I feel like I won the lottery!”

It isn’t only the adults in Hadera that are initiating the mass movement to שובו. Several sixth graders 

declared that they had transferred to שובו as a group from the local public school. Meytal Yahav, twelve years 

old, was happy to offer her insight: 
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“Yes, the facilities in our former school were more spacious. We definitely didn’t switch for a nicer building. 

Even our old playground was much bigger than it is here at שובו. I’ll tell you what made us switch. We used 

to walk to public school together every morning, and pass by a שובו girl waiting for her bus. She had such 

a noble air about her… she seemed so different from the rest of  us. One day my grandmother told me that 

she fell outside the grocery store, and it was this girl from שובו that ran to help her, while the other kids just 

watched. She helped my grandmother get up, collected her packages, and then helped her get home. My 

friends and I decided that we wanted to be more like her, so we switched to שובו.”

In cnclusion, the academic level of  the school, combined with the emphasis on moral behavior, result in parental 

confidence and student admiration of  the שובו school system. שובו is a remarkable institution that the public school 

system would benefit from emulating. 

-JeWels of the croWn

sTory #4

Who could imagine that the next-door neighbor of  a ישיבה high school dormitory would be impressed and inspired 

by the boys who live there? Recently, the boys in a ישיבה high school dormitory were approached by their non-

Jewish neighbor, who wanted, to their surprise, to present them with a gift of  a few basketballs and softballs. “I 

really appreciate having you guys as neighbors,” the man said fervently. “The boys are polite and respectful. They 

greet me every morning and are quiet and sensitive to the neighbors at night.”

One of  the boys mentioned to the neighbor that the ישיבה was considering moving to another part of  town, and 

the man was horrified. “If  you guys move, I’m going with you. You guys make the neighborhood!” he declared 

unequivocally. “Not only that, but if  any of  you ever needs a job, you can come to me. I am the manager of  a hotel, 

and I don’t need any more employees, but I would hire you guys anytime. I know that if  I take care of  you, your 

G-d will take care of  me.” He paused, and then added, “I used to be a sinful person, but I changed—because of  you 

guys. When I see you boys walking to your school or even playing ball, I feel guilty about my way of  life. Seeing 

you is a reminder that G-d is watching everything I do.” 

Because these boys as a group were so focused on the goal of .their actions inspired and uplifted others ,קידוש ה‘ 
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DeveLoPmenT.

)1( ברמב”ן פרשת לך לך )יב ח( מסביר שזהו הטעם להחילוק בין הנהגת אברהם אבינו להנהגת יעקב אבינו לקדש שם שמים, וז”ל הרמב”ן: “ויקרא בשם ה‘... הנכון שהיה 

קורא בקול גדול שם לפני המזבח את שם ה‘, מודיע אותו ואלהותו לבני אדם. כי באור כשדים היה מלמדם ולא אבו שמוע, ועתה כשבא בארץ הזאת שהובטח בה “ואברכה 

מברכיך”, היה למוד ללמד ולפרסם האלהות. וכן אמר הכתוב )להלן כו כד( ביצחק כאשר הלך אל נחל גרר והובטח אל תירא כי אתך אנכי, שבנה מזבח “ויקרא בשם ה‘”. 

כי בא במקום חדש אשר לא שמעו את שמעו ולא ראו את כבודו, והגיד כבודו בגוים ההם. ולא נאמר ביעקב כן, מפני שהוליד בנים רבים כולם עובדי ה‘, והיתה לו קהילה 

גדולה נקראת עדת ישראל, ונתפרסמה האמונה בהם ונודעה לכל עם, וגם כי מימי אבותיו נתפרסמה בכל ארץ כנען. וכך אמרו בבראשית רבה )לט טז( מלמד שהקריא שמו 

של הקב”ה בפי כל בריה”. למדנו מדבריו שהפרסום הגדול הוא דוקא כשיש קהילה גדולה שמקדשים שם ה‘. ולכן רק אצל יעקב יכול להתקיים הפרסום הגדול, שאז היו 

קהילה שלמה וציבור גדול.

)2( בספרי דברים: “ויהי בישורון מלך, כשישראל שוים בעצה אחת מלמטה שמו הגדול משתבח למעלה, שנאמר ויהי בישורון מלך, אימתי? בהתאסף ראשי עם! ואין אסיפה 

אלא זקנים, שנאמר )במדבר יא( אספה לי שבעים איש מזקני ישראל. יחד שבטי ישראל, כשהם עשויים אגודה אחת, ולא כשהם עשויים אגודות אגודות”.

)3( וכן מבואר ברמב”ן בענין המועדים: “כי מצוה על ישראל להקבץ לקדש אותו, להקבץ בבית אלקים ביום מועד לקדש היום בפרהסיא בתפילה והלל לא-ל בכסות נקיה 

...”, עכ”ל.

sTory #1.

A beautiful sentiment… but not an advised approach. )4(

acTiviTy.

)5( חינוך -מצוה שלא “וענין שילוח העבד שעבד את אדוניו זמן רב, הוא קשה מאד בעיני אדוניו. על כן לעורר לב הבריות על הענין ולחזק נפשם ולהזהירם על המצוה, 

בשמעם את קול השופר בראותם כי דבר השוה הוא בכל הארץ, ושהכל עושים כן, נצטוינו על זה, שאין דבר שיחזק לבות בני אדם כמו מעשה הרבים , וכמאמר החכם “צער 

רבים-נחמה”.

עיין בשו”ת של הנודע ביהודה )מהדורא תנינא יו”ד כ”ט( בסוף דבריו: “אם לעצתי ישמע לא ירעיש רעש גדול על האוכלים הדגים אשר קשקשיהם נקלפים על ידי מים 

רותחים .. כי יש להם על מי לסמוך. ומה שמעלתו כותב שיש חילול ה‘, הנה יותר ויותר יש חילול ה‘ אם המון עם רואים שרבו המחלוקת. ולמה יאמרו שנחלקה התורה כשתי 

תורות, ומה בכך שלא נהגו בו היתר מקדם, לא יש בזה שום חילול ה‘ ... ובפרט בזמן הזה בעו”ה אשר כבוד התורה מתמעט, ופריצי הדור שמחים אם רואים שני אנשים נצים 

במחנה העברים. ובוודאי שאם כבוד מעלתו נוטה לאיסור והוא מיראי הוראה שאין צריך להתיר לשואליו, אבל לא להשמיע קולו ברבים ולהתלונן על המתירין לומר שהם 

מטהרין את השרץ ולהרעיש בקול ענות, לא ענות גבורה. וה‘ יברך את עמו בשלום להיות נוחים זה לזה בהלכה, ומאת ה‘ ישא ברכה וישב בשלוה בשמחה ובמנוחה ואל 

ישמע באהלו קול צוחה”.

בפרשת לך לך )יג ה( כתיב: “וגם ללוט ההולך את אברם היה צאן ובקר ואהלים: ולא נשא אתם הארץ לשבת יחדו, כי היה רכושם רב, ולא יכלו לשבת יחדו: ויהי ריב בין 

רעי מקנה אברם ובין רעי מקנה לוט, והכנעני והפרזי אז ישב בארץ: ויאמר אברם אל לוט אל נא תהי מריבה ביני ובינך ובין רעי ובין רעיך, כי אנשים אחים אנחנו”.  ובהעמק 

דבר להנצי”ב ראיתי מהלך נפלא בכל הפרשה הזו: “ויהיה חילול ה‘ בדבר, שהרי ידעו גדולת וקדושת אברהם וביתו לשם ה‘, והנה המה הכנעני והפריזי יושבים בלי ריב 

ומחלוקת, ובין אברהם ולוט יש ריב, ויהא חילול ה‘ לומר דאמונת אברהם מביא לזה, וזה הגיע שלא יכול אברהם לסבול עוד!!”.

  SourceS

  AdditionAl SourceS
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Lesson 17. 

  inTroDucTion.

A fundamental principal in Jewish faith is the belief  in 

the ultimate redemption. In almost every prayer we 

mention the final גאולה and conclude the שמונה עשרה with 

a prayer for משיח. Not only are we commanded to yearn 

for the גאולה, but we must wait impatiently everyday 

for its arrival. One who does not believe or yearn for 

 is not only considered one who doesn’t believe in ,משיח

the נביאים, but according to the (רמבם הלכות מלכים יא:א) is 

counted among those who do not believe in תורה and 

1.משה רבינו

  objecTives.

Students will:

•	 Research a fundamental belief  in the תורה which is 
to anticipate משיח.

•	 Identify ways in which they can live their lives in 
order to bring משיח closer.

•	 Write a mission statement that will enable them to 
plan a life that is directed towards serving ‘ה and living 

as a proper Jew.

  anTiciPaTory seT.

The teacher will explain that the twelfth of  the Thirteen 

Principles of  Faith states, “I believe with perfect faith 

in the coming of  the Messiah. However long he takes, I 

will await his coming every day.” The חפץ חיים in order to 

fulfill the מצוה of  awaiting משיח and as an expression of  

his intense longing for משיח and the ultimate redemption, 

would go to sleep with a packed suitcase next to his bed 

and have his שבת clothes ready so that he would be ready 

to greet משיח at any time should he come.

  DeveLoPmenT.

Our sages have demonstrated throughout our history 

how intensely and urgently we must long for and await 

the arrival of :each and every single day משיח 

Rabbi Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”l lived in ירושלים. Once, 

in his old age, a new שמש came in the morning to bring 

him to shul. When Reb Yehoshua Leib emerged from his 

house, instead of  setting out for shul, he made his way to 

a set of  stairs outside his house that led up to the roof. He 

climbed the stairs slowly and painfully, looked around for 

something, then came downstairs with a sigh. The שמש 

could not help but ask the רב the reason for his peculiar 

behavior. Reb Yehoshua Leib explained, “The first two בתי 

 is בית המקדש were built by human hands, but the third מקדש

going to descend from Heaven in fire. That is something 

that could happen even overnight. I wanted to check if  

the בית המקדש came last night. “But it didn’t,” he concluded 

  anxiouslY aWaitinG mashiach 
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Lesson 17

with tears in his eyes, and turned to make his way to shul. 

-touched bY a storY (rabbi Yechiel sPero)

The following three questions based on our requirement 

to await משיח will help us to understand the level of  אמונה 

that is a prerequisite for this essential מצוה.

1.  During the times of  and יצר הרע there will be no משיח 

man will no longer be tempted to sin. Because of  this 

there will be no בחירה. The era of will come before משיח 

 yet between these two periods, we will not have , עולם הבא

the opportunity to earn reward and at the same time we 

will not receive reward for the עבודה that we have already 

done. What is the purpose for this period?

2.  Belief  in the גאולה is a fundamental principle in the 

at the end of) חתם סופר However, the .תורה  objects (יורה דעה 

to the רמבם’s decision to include belief  in the גאולה as 

one of  the Thirteen Principles of  Faith. He argues that 

our service of should not be dependent on the belief ה‘   

that we will have better times in the future. Certainly, 

even if  we knew, ושלום  had chosen to banish ה‘ that חס 

us forever, we would still continue to serve ‘ה with 

complete faithfulness. Therefore why is the belief  in 

and longing for the גאולה one of  the most fundamental 

principles in תורה?

can only come if משיח  .3  we actively yearn for the 

on the book of מדרש The .גאולה tells us that if איכה   בני 

 s sovereignty, they will be redeemed’ה‘ yearn for ישראל

immediately.2 Why must we long for the גאולה to bring 

about the ultimate redemption?

The following answers will shed light on the above questions:

1.  There are many prophecies in the נביאים that speak 

about the era of  s honor’ה‘ ,During that period .משיח 

will be revealed and the entire world will recognize 

His Kingship. יחזקאל says in (36:23), “I will sanctify My 

Name, which is desecrated among the nations and the 

nations will know that I am G-d.” In (11:9), he also says, 

“The land will be filled with knowledge of  like the ה‘ 

water that covers the sea.”3 

We yearn for משיח because only then, the entire world 

will come to recognize the greatness of  This is the .ה‘ 

ultimate ‘קידוש ה. When the גאולה comes, an era will begin 

in which the entire Creation will finally recognize ‘ה’s 

Kingship and His honor will fill the land.

2.  When the גאולה arrives the true honor and glory of  ה‘ 

will be revealed. This will be the ultimate ‘ה  The .קידוש 

true objective of  all of  the תורה and מצות that we perform, 

is to bring honor to our creator. The ישרים  tells  מסילת 

us (יט that the highest level of (פרק   intention is when 

we perform a מצוה to increase ‘ה’s honor in the world. 

This is a foundational principle in our observance and 

only because of  this can we maintain our allegiance 

 צפיה לישועה
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To achieve any goal, a person must visualize his goal 

as clearly as possible. When one is intensely focused on 

a goal it is unlikely that he will become distracted, and 

therefore he has a much better opportunity to achieve 

his goal.

This is even more true regarding the ultimate goal of  

the Jewish people which is to honor ‘ה and to sanctify 

His name in the world. חז”ל have set the goal before us; 

longing for the גאולה as expressed in the words, אחכה 

שיבוא יום  בכל   I will wait for him every day until he) לו 

comes). If  our goal is to see the tremendous revelation of  

ה‘  comes, then we משיח that will take place when כבוד 

will do everything in our power and direct our actions 

towards achieving our united goal.

A successful business or organization expresses its 

vision in a mission statement. This is a written statement 

that encompasses the goals of  the organization. The 

executives make sure that the things that they do in 

their business or organization are always in alignment 

with the goals that are stated in their mission statement. 

Their employees must understand the goals of  the 

establishment in order to give service that is appropriate 

and in line with these goals.

The same applies to our mission as the Jewish people, if  

we are not aware of  our ultimate goal and mission then 

our actions will not be appropriate. 5

  acTiviTy. 

As the Jewish nation, our goal is to serve ‘ה and to bring 
about ‘קידוש ה. We each are an important cog in the giant 
mission of  the Jewish people. As we have learned, when 
a person has a clear goal and a written plan, he is much 
more likely to achieve his goal. 

You will now have the privilege to take time during 
class to plan and write down your goal as an important 
member of You may choose one of .עם ישראל   the following 
topics below to help you write a mission statement. These 
statements might be made into a PowerPoint presentation 
or displayed around the class. Having written goals 
displayed, so that you can read them each day, will help 
you achieve your goals.

to תורה and מצות. We now can understand our previous 

question as to why awaiting משיח is such an integral facet 

of  keeping מצות- it is so important because it is the true 

objective behind keeping all the מצות!

The גמרא in סנהדרין explains that during המתים  the) תחיית 

resurrection of  the dead) all of  the deceased will initially 

arise with the disabilities and physical defects that they 

possessed at the time of  passing and then will be healed. 

The מביט explains (59 בית אלוקים שער היסודות פרק) that family 

members will be able to recognize one another and 

everyone will be able to meet their ancestors dating back 

to אדם הראשון .אדם הראשון will personally affirm that he was 

created by ‘ה and no one will be able to deny his words. In 

addition, the Jews who were alive during יציאת מצרים and 

other miraculous events will recount their experiences. 

The authenticity of  the Torah will be proven beyond 

refute and in this way תחיית המתים will also lead to ‘קידוש ה.

3.  The actual awaiting and longing for the גאולה, 

increases the glory of  and משיח By yearning for .ה‘ 

intensely focusing on the desire to bring honor to ‘ה, we 

will be much more careful in our מצות observance and 

avoid creating ‘ה .חילול  לישועה   The longing that we- צפיה 

have had for thousands of  years for the arrival of  is משיח 

our desire for the entire world to recognize the glory of  

.קידוש ה‘ the ultimate ,ה‘

Many people misinterpret the goal of  We do not .משיח 

long for משיח to bring us the things that we may be 

lacking in this world, such as פרנסה or a רפואה. These are 

things that ‘ה can grant us without bringing משיח. We 

long for the גאולה because we long to see the entire world 

honor ‘ה, and we are distraught that the שכינה is still in 

exile. The חפץ חיים was known to tearfully beg ‘ה to end 

the גלות for the sake of  s honor.4’ה‘ 

Human beings must have a mission in life and will feel 

worthless without a sense of  purpose. This is why 

some men, who lack a sense of  purpose, will pass away 

shortly after they retire. Having a goal enables a person 

to achieve success in life. A study at Yale University in 

1953 found that only three percent of  the graduating 

class had clear goals and a concrete plan as to how to 

achieve their goals. The study followed these graduates 

and found that twenty years later the financial worth of  

these three percent was greater than the combined net 

worth of  the other 97 percent!



17
Lesson 17

the end goal of  our study and observance. This can be 

compared to someone who struggles to put together a 

jigsaw puzzle that has a thousand pieces and has never 

seen the picture of  what it is supposed to be. If  we are not 

clear about the goal of  our תורה observance, we will never 

be able to accomplish our mission. This can be compared 

to a beautiful ancient city that over time has been covered 

completely by sand. Although it exists, it is hidden.

Rav Yerucham explains that it is possible that we also may 

lose sight of  our ultimate goal which is כבוד שמים. Having 

this goal in mind, we strive to give כבוד to every צלם אלוקים 

– every human being. When we perform מצות, we give 

honor to the creator of  the universe who commanded us 

to observe His מצות. If  we do not have our ultimate goal 

in mind, then the puzzle pieces will not fit together. We can 

mistakenly believe that it is acceptable to embarrass a friend 

in public or be careless in the observance of  and חול המועד 

still be achieving our goal! In truth rather than achieving 

our goal, we have attacked כבוד שמים!

It is for this reason that חז”ל explain that it is so important 

to long for the arrival of  an era when the entire ,משיח 

world will recognize ‘ה as the true King. By keeping this 

essential principle in mind we will achieve the mission for 

which we were sent to this world to accomplish.

משיח During The Times of קידוש ה‘

How will the entire world recognize ‘ה as the true King? 

In the book of :ישראל the Navi tells יחזקאל 

“I will have mercy on My sacred Name that the House of  

Israel has desecrated in the nations [from] where they 

came. Therefore, say to the House of  Israel: So says ‘ה 

I am not doing this for your sake, House of‘ ,אלוקים  Israel, 

but for My sacred Name that you have desecrated in the 

nations [from] where you have come.”

The Navi then continues to describe the many wonderful 

blessings that ישראל will receive at the time of כלל   the 

 And yet he concludes, “Not for your sake do I do .גאולה

this, says ה‘ אלוקים”

Why does ‘ה promise us so many wonderful things at 

the time of  the גאולה if  it is not for our sake?6 We know 

that a ‘ה  brings blessing to, or ה‘ takes place when קידוש 

In light of  what you have learned in your ‘קידוש ה lessons, 
choose one of  the following areas to write your mission 
statement. Think about the goal of ישראל   How will .עם 
you….

•	 As a member of  the Jewish people, participate in this 

great mission? What will you have in mind each day 

as you seek to fulfill your mission? How can you bring 

the strengths that ‘ה has given you to participate in this 

important goal. Write your mission statement to reflect 

these ideas.

•	 As a member of  your class, join together with your 

class to accomplish this important mission? What will 

you do as a class to bring the Jewish people closer to 

their goal? How will you act towards all of  the members 

of  your class who are also vital to this mission? How can 

each classmate contribute to fulfill this important goal? 

Write this mission statement so that the whole class can 

participate. Display this statement so that others can add 

to or modify this important goal.

•	 As a member of  your family, join together as a unique 

family unit to help the Jewish people accomplish their 

goal? What particular strengths does your family have 

that can help in achieving this goal? You may discuss 

this with your family and include their collective ideas. 

Write your family’s mission statement together as a 

family and post it where all of  the members are able to 

reference the statement each day.

conT.

Rav Yerucham Levovitz (vol.2, p.33, ומוםר חכמה   (דעת 

explains that because we learn many important principles 

in תורה, we can sometimes fail to grasp and internalize 

some of  the most essential. The גמרא in סנהדרין explains 

that a person who does not respect the holiness of  חול 

 or who embarrasses his friend in public, will not המועד

receive a share in עולם הבא. This is difficult to understand 

because the גמרא does not make the same declaration for 

sins that are apparently much more severe such as חילול 

 Why would these seemingly lesser sins justify the !שבת

loss of ?עולם הבא 

Rav Yerucham explains that by making light of  these 

we have lost sight of ,מצות  the very basis of  our תורה, and 
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creating a ‘קידוש ה, it would be a ‘חילול ה, were the nations to 

think that evildoers are beloved by ‘ה.

If  we wish to bring the גאולה closer, we must be 

exceedingly careful in our business dealings, always act 

honestly and without deceit. In this way we will be truly 

worthy to promote ‘7!קידוש ה

  Living examPLe.

Imagine yourself  as the recipient of  a great miracle. 

Perhaps you have survived a dangerous situation or have 

had a miraculous healing episode. A miracle of  such 

magnitude would surely send the media flocking to your 

door. As media is wont to do, they would gather every 

piece of  information they could find about you – your 

relationships, your correspondence, dress and habits. 

What would they find? Would the miracle that occurred 

for you lead to a ‘קידוש ה or the opposite, G-d forbid?

performs miracles for, His nation. When the world sees 

that the holy nation that represents ‘ה and what He 

stands for, receive Divine Providence, they gain a greater 

understanding of  the ways of  The greater the success .ה‘ 

and plenty that His nation receive, the greater the ‘קידוש ה, 

and therefore all the blessings that עם ישראל receive at the 

time of  the גאולה are “for His sake”.

All Jews who act righteously and are fitting representatives 

of  These are Jews who do not steal .גאולה will merit ’ה 

or speak falsely. If  the nations despise us because of  our 

actions it leads to the opposite of  They will say .קידוש ה‘ 

“Can this be the nation that ‘ה loves?”

Why is it that the two sins above are cited as those that 

will prevent one from meriting the גאולה? It is because 

of  the very public nature of  the sins. People that are 

dishonest and deceive others are the objects of  public 

scorn. They are loathed by the nations. Rather than 

sTory #1

Rabbi Noach Greenberg (name changed) once brought his wife to the hospital for elective surgery. They arrived 

on the night before the operation, and the nurse asked if  she had followed all the instructions, including taking 

specific pills. Mrs. Greenberg admitted frankly that she did not. “You can’t go into surgery without this medication,” 

the nurse responded. “The operation will have to be postponed.”

The distraught Mrs. Greenberg raced to the pharmacy downstairs, hoping to obtain the prescription, but it was a 

few minutes after closing time and the doors were locked. She pounded frantically on the door until a pharmacist 

came out and she explained the situation to him. “I’m sorry,” he said kindly, “but our computers are already turned 

off, and I have no way to take payment for the prescription from you.”

“Please,” Mrs. Greenberg begged, “my husband will bring the money first thing in the morning.”

The pharmacist hesitated. “All right,” he finally relented, “but you need to realize that if  he doesn’t pay for the pills, 

the money will be coming out of  my paycheck.”

The next morning, Rabbi Greenberg returned to the store and asked a pharmacist where he could find his 

benefactor in order to pay his debt. Another worker overheard the conversation and piped up, “Dan won the bet!” 

It emerged that the pharmacists had taken wagers on whether the money would be repaid. One of  the losing 

pharmacists turned to a colleague and remarked, “You didn’t tell me the woman was Jewish. I wouldn’t have taken 

the bet if  I had known!” 

-heard from the Person in the storY
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The Pain of גלות

The נביא compares the pain that we suffer in גלות to the purification of  silver. Silver is heated to burn out all of  the 

impurities. The silver smith must watch it carefully in order to assure that the actual silver does not burn during 

the purification process. When the silver has been purified it is possible to see one’s own reflection in the silver. In 

the same way we as the Jewish people are purified during the long and painful wait that we must suffer through 

the גלות. However, like the silver smith, ‘ה sits by us to make sure that we are not burned or destroyed by the nations 

of  the world and when the proper time comes ‘ה will see that we are ready for the final redemption. ‘ה will then be 

reflected in עם ישראל and we will make a tremendous ‘8!קידוש ה
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inTroDucTion.

)1( רמב”ם בהלכות מלכים )פי”א ה”א(: “וכל מי שאינו מאמין בו, או מי שאינו מחכה לביאתו, לא בשאר נביאים בלבד הוא כופר, אלא בתורה ובמשה רבינו וכו‘. הרי שמלבד 

האמונה שבוא יבוא עלינו יש חיוב גם לחכות לביאתו.

DeveLoPmenT.
)2( הציפוי לישועה הוא תנאי בביאת הגאולה, שרק אם מחכה לגאולה זוכה לגאולה וכמו במצרים, שרק אותם מבני ישראל שציפו להיגאל ממצרים הם זכו לצאת, והשאר 

מתו במצרים. וכן אנו אומרים בקדושה בשחרית בשבת: “ממקומך מלכנו תופיע ותמלוך עלינו כי מחכים אנחנו לך”. ובילקוט בתחלת איכה איתא: “אמר לפניו, רבונו של עולם 

שמא אין חזרה לבנים”? אמר להם אל תאמרו כך, יש דור שהוא מצפה למלכותו מיד הם נגאלים”.ונראה שהמקור לענין הציפוי לישועה הוא מפרשת ראה: “לשכנו תדרשו 

ובאת שמה”. ועיין ברמב”ן שם שהביא מספרי: “תדרשו, דרוש על פי הנביא. יכול תמתין עד שיאמר לך נביא? ת”ל לשכנו תדרשו ובאת שמה, דרוש ומצא ואחר כך יאמר לך 

נביא, וכן אתה מוצא בדוד ...”. ובפרשת קרח )טז כא( כתב הרמב”ן: “ואני אומר בדרך סברא שהיה עונש על ישראל בהתאחר בנין בית הבחירה ... ואין השבטים מתעוררים 

לאמור נדרש את ה‘ ונבנה הבית לשמו, כענין שנאמר “לשכנו תדרשו ובאת שמה” ... ואילו היו ישראל חפצים בדבר ונתעוררו בו מתחלה היה נעשה בימי אחד מהשופטים ... “.

)3( כמו שכתוב בישעיה )סו א(: “השמים כסאי והארץ הדום רגלי”. וכמו דאיתא ביחזקאל )לו כג(: “וקדשתי את שמי הגדול המחולל בגוים .. וידעו הגוים כי אני ה‘”. ובישעי‘ 

)יא ט( לא ירעו ולא ישחיתו בכל הר קדשי כי מלאה הארץ דעה את ה‘ כמים לים מכסים:  והיה ביום ההוא שרש ישי אשר עמד לנס עמים אליו גוים ידרשו והיתה מנוחתו 

כבוד. ועיין כל פרק ס‘ בישעי‘ המדבר מענין זה, “ונשגב ה‘ לבדו ביום ההוא”, “והיה ה‘ למלך על כל הארץ, ביום ההוא יהיה ה‘ אחד ושמו אחד”. ובצפניה )ג( “כי אז אהפוך 

אל עמים שפה ברורה לקרוא כולם בשם ה‘ לעבדו שכם אחד”.

)4( בספר מאיר עיני ישראל )ח”א עמ‘ רלו( מביא מהגר”י קרביץ להעיר על ציפייתנו לביאת המשיח, וכה הם דבריו שם: כולנו מבקשים לראות פני משיח, אבל נבדוק בעצמנו 

למה אנחנו מחכים לו. לפלוני דרוש משיח כדי לצאת מצרת הפרנסה הקשה עליו, לפלוני כדי לרפא חולה שיש לו בבית, לזה אין שידוך, ולזה אין נחת מהילדים. והקב”ה 

הבוחן לבבות משיב ואומר: פרנסה אתן לך, רופא אשלח לך, שידוך אסדר לך, ואת משיח למה לך להטריח? האם בשביל זה אנו צריכים שיבוא משיח? צריך לבכות על 

כבוד שמים, על צער השכינה שבגלות, על זה צריכים לערוג ולהתפלל. וממשיך שם ואומר שהחפץ חיים היה מצטער על זה כל ימיו, והיה שופך על כך דמעות שליש... בלילי 

שבתות ומוצאי שבתות, בזמנים הקבועים שהחפץ חיים היה אומר שיחות בביתו לבני הישיבה, לעיתים תכופות מאד היה מגיע בתוך דבריו לענין של צער השכינה, ובדמעות 

רותחות היה כואב ומתחנן לקב”ה שיגלה כבוד שמים בביאת המשיח ...

)5( מי שאינו מצפה לכבוד שמים ואינו חשקו ואינו על מחשבותיו תדיר, שייך שקורא ושונה ומשמש תלמדי חכמים אבל אינו זהיר במשאו ומתנו באמונה, ואין דיבורו 

בנחת עם הבריות, וגורם חילול ה‘ יותר בהתורה שלמד, שמה הבריות אומרות עליו אוי לו לפלוני שלמד תורה, אוי לו לאביו שלמדו תורה ... פלוני שלמד תורה ראו כמה 

מקולקלים מעשיו וכמה מכוערין דרכיו )יומא פו(.

acTiviTy.

)6( ביחזקאל )שם כב(: “לכן אמור לבית ישראל כה אמר ה‘ אלוקים לא למענכם אני עשה בית ישראל...”, ועוד פסוקים. ומצד שני אנו רואים שהגאולה באה עם טובות 

רבות שיהיו מושפעות על ישראל. ובאותו פרק עצמו שכתוב לא למענכם אני עושה, מיד אחר כך כתיב “וישבתם בארץ אשר נתתי לאבותיכם והייתם לי לעם ואנכי אהיה 

לכם לאלקים, והושעתי אתכם מכל טומאותיכם .. וקראתי אל הדגן והרביתי אותו ולא תתן עליכם רעב והרביתי את פרי העץ ותנובת השדה...”. כמה וכמה ברכות על כלל 

ישראל שמובטחים לנו בעת הגאולה, ואם הכל אינו למעננו, א”כ לשם מה צריך כל כך להיטיב עמנו באותו זמן? וגם הביטול של היצר הרע כמו שהבאנו לעיל, למי נועדה 

ההבטחה אם לא עבור כלל ישראל? שהרי נתבאר שהקידוש שם שמים וגילוי מלכותו בעולם תלוי במצב של כלל ישראל, שמתוך הישועה וההצלחה לישראל מתקדש שם 

ה‘, שהרי ישראל הם עמו ובניו וצאן מרעיתו, ושמו הגדול והקדוש נקרא עליהם, והצלחתם היא בעצמה קידוש שמו וגילוי כבודו בעולם, ולפ”ז לא קשה מידי, דלא למען 

בית ישראל מביא ה‘ את הגאולה, אלא למען שמו הגדול, אבל כדי שיתקדש שמו מוכרח שיהיו ישראל בתכלית המעלה והרוממות, ולכך מביא הקב”ה על ישראל את כל 

הברכות והישועות. ביטול היצר הרע גם הוא למען קידוש שמו מה שמבואר שהקב”ה יבטל אז את היצר הרע ולא יהיה תאוה לרע כלל, זה ג”כ מוכרח למען קידוש שמו, 

כי כדי שיתקדש שם ה‘ לא די בניסים וברכות, אלא צריך שיהיו הניסים דוקא לקדושים לצלם אלקים, שאז מתפרסם ומתגלה שהקדושים זוכים לכל הטוב, וזה מראה את 

  SourceS
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מהותו של הקב”ה, שאין קדוש כה‘, וע”כ צריך לפעול שיהיו ישראל כולם במדרגה עליונה של קדושה, ואיך יעשה שיהיו כולם קדושים? לצורך זה בא הקב”ה ומבטל את 

היצר הרע, ונהפך לב כל ישראל להיות קדוש, ועתה שכולם קדושים מביאם הקב”ה לארץ ישראל ומתברכת הארץ בכל הטוב למעלה מהטבע, ונגלה לכל העולם טובתם של 

הקדושים מאת הקדוש ברוך הוא. אבל כל זה הוא “לא למענכם” אלא למען קידוש שם שמים. )ספר מקדשי שמך(

)7( וזה לשון הפסוקים בצפניה )ג ט-יג(: “כי אז אהפוך אל עמים שפה ברורה לקרוא כולם בשם ה‘ לעבדו שכם אחד... והשארתי בקרבך עם עני ודל וחסו בשם ה‘: שארית 

ישראל לא יעשה עולה ולא ידבר כזב ולא ימצא בפיהם לשון תרמית...”. מבואר בזה שלא כל ישראל יזכו לגאולה, אלא רק אותם שאינם גזלנים ושקרנים. וצריך להבין למה 

החטאים האלו מעכבים את הגאולה יותר מכל שאר העונות. 

ושמעתי מהג”ר מתתיהו סלומון בשם הסמ”ג )ל”ת ב‘, עשה ע”ד( שהענין בעברות האלו דוקא, משום שכל העברות אין להם פרסום כל כך, אבל מי שהוא מרמה את כולם 

ומשאו ומתנו אינו באמונה - הרי הגוים יודעים מזה, וניכר לעיניהם שישראל גוזלים מהם, והדבר הזה מאוס ובזוי הוא בעיניהם. וה‘ לא יביא את הגאולה לעשות ניסים 

לאנשים שהם מחללי השם, שלא יאמרו הגוים “זוהי האומה החשובה, שה‘ אוהב!?  אלקיהם אוהב גזלנים ושקרנים!? וכי אלו הם בנים של מקום!?” ויהיה חילול ה‘ נורא. לכך 

מי שמחלל ה‘ לא יזכה לגאולה. נמצא הגאולה תלוי הרבה במה יאמרו הגוים עלינו וצריך לדאוג מאד על זה.

The Pain of גלות

)8( ונראה שכל זה הוא רק בגאולה שתהיה באופן של “בעיתה”, והיינו שישראל לא יהיו ראויים מצד עצמם, אז יעשה הקב”ה המילת הלב למען קידוש שמו, אבל אם יזכו 

ישראל לגאולה דאחישנה קודם הזמן, אז המילת הלב נעשה בעיקר על ידי בחירת ישראל וה‘ מסעיים וגומר מילתם, עי‘ בסנהדרין )צ”ח ע”א(: “ואמר רבי יוחנן: אין בן דוד 

בא אלא בדור שכולו זכאי או כולו חייב. בדור שכולו זכאי  דכתיב )ישעיהו ס( ועמך כלם צדיקים לעולם יירשו ארץ. בדור שכולו חייב דכתיב )ישעיהו נט( וירא כי אין איש 

וישתומם כי אין מפגיע. וכתיב )ישעיהו מח( למעני אעשה. אמר רבי אלכסנדרי: רבי יהושע בן לוי רמי, כתיב )ישעיהו ס( בעתה וכתיב אחישנה? זכו  אחישנה, לא זכו  בעתה”. 

והביאור הוא שאם ישראל בוחרים בטוב ומקדשים עצמם להיות צלם אלקים, אז הגאולה באה מכח מעשיהם, ומכח שהבא לטהר מסעיין אותו ומבטלים מהם את היצר הרע 

בזכות עצמם. ואז יקבלו ישראל שכר על שהגיעו לתכלית עבודתם ומהותם בעולם שהיא להביא כבוד שמים בבריאה. אבל אם לא זכו מכח בחירתם בטוב, עדיין הגאולה 

ותכלית הבריאה יתקיימו כתיקונם “בעתה” ונתקדש שמו בעולם על ידי ישראל אבל לא יקבלו שכר שלא בא מכח בחירתם, וגם הביטול של הרע לא יהיה מכח עבודתם של 

ישראל, אלא “למען שמי” שיוכל הקב”ה לקדש עצמו ע”י קדושים וכנ”ל.
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  tefilla for the saKe of heaven

Lesson 18. 

  inTroDucTion.

Our relationship to ‘ה and the reasons that He answers 

our תפילות are much more complex than what first meets 

the eye. Our unique stance in the world and our mission 

as emissaries of  create a tremendous impact on the ה‘ 

world around us.

Throughout our many תפילות we ask ‘ה to come to our aid 

“for His own sake.” Our תפילות are answered because they 

reflect our desire to receive our needs only in order to 

better serve our Creator. In אבינו מלכינו, one of  the most 

moving prayers said primarily during the נוראים  we ,ימים 

beseech the Almighty to answer us “for the sake of  Your 

great, mighty and awesome Name that is called upon us.” 

Again in תחנון we ask “Save us for the sake of  Your Name.” 

What do we mean when we say that ‘ה’s name is called 

upon us? 

  objecTives.

Students will:

•	 Identify ways in which they can improve their outlook 

on תפילה and develop a deeper understanding of  our 

reasons for davening.

•	 Locate and discuss תפילות that previously were only 

partially understood.

  anTiciPaTory seT.

The teacher should open the lesson by asking the 

students “Why do we daven to ‘ה? The students will most 

definitely answer with variations of  the theme that we 

daven for our needs. 

Here the teacher has an opportunity to widen the 

perspective of  his/her students regarding our relationship 

to ‘ה by explaining the analogy of  an ambassador to an 

important king. The ambassador accomplishes the king’s 

work by dispensing the king’s ideas and philosophies to 

his subjects or constituents. If  not for the ambassador, 

the king could not have the same impact. 

We are the ambassadors for our King- ‘ה. It is through 

our actions and ‘ה’s relationship to us that He is known 

(so to speak) in the world.

  DeveLoPmenT.

After מצרים ישראל commanded ה‘ ,יציאת   פי to return to בני 

 would מצריים and the פרעה This was in order that .החירות

chase after ישראל סוף and then be drowned in the בני   .ים 

Why was it necessary for the מצריים to pursue ישראל  ?בני 

Couldn’t ‘ה have devised some other way to destroy the 

 ?מצרים while they were still in מצריים
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Lesson 18

 תפילה למען כבוד שמים

The התורה על  הלוי  ויגש) בית   explains that in the very )פרשת 
nature of  creation is a Divine principle that ‘קידוש ה must 
be displayed through the salvation of  the Jewish people. 
The miracle of  ה‘ proclaimed to the world that קריעת ים סוף 
exists and is He is King of  the universe! This is why our 
proclaim that the name of תפילות  is “called upon us”- His ה‘ 
honor comes about through our salvation!

We are compared to a precious key that belongs to the 
king. The king ties this key to a chain in order not to 
lose it. So too, ‘ה attaches His Holy name to the Jewish 
people to ensure their survival. The world can only come 
to its completion through כלל ישראל. This relationship is 
expressed in ‘ה’s statement to יעקב, “I will go down with 
you to מצרים and I will come up with you”

עַלְךָ גַם־עָלֹה” נֹכִי אַֽ נֹכִי אֵרֵד עִמְּךָ מִצְרַיְמָה וְאָֽ 1)ויגש מו:ד( )בית הלוי( “אָֽ

שמך הגדול

The great name of ה‘  הגדול)   that we refer to during (שם 

our תפילות is the name יקוק. הכהן  צדוק   explains that the רב 

first two letters, the י and the ה, reveal that ‘ה manages 

the world in a hidden way and the last two letters of  His 

name, the ו and the ה, are the revelation of  s dominion’ה‘ 

to the entire world. When we ask ‘ה to help us for “the 

sake of  Your great name” we are asking ‘ה to bring us 

salvation so that His glory will be revealed to the world!

  acTiviTy #1.

The teacher should have students open up to תפילת הלל, in 

order to examine the words לא לנו as well as the following 

answer in ישעי‘ה מח.

We see this same principle throughout our history. The 

(117a גמרא פסחים) explains that in הלל we say לא לנו – Not 

for us, ‘ה, not for us but for Your great Name [bring us 

salvation]! In every generation our sages have invoked 

these words, causing ‘ה to respond with these words from 

For My sake, for My sake I will do it.” 2“ (ישעי‘ה מח)

cont.

Rav Chaim Voloziner (2:11 נפש החיים) explains that when 
we ask ‘ה to help us, our main concern should be to 
avoid the ‘ה  that would be caused by Jewish people חילול 
suffering. The תורה tells us that during the war against 
 When his hands .שמים held his hands up toward משה ,עמלק
were raised the Jews were victorious, but when he lowered 
them, עמלק overcame the Jews. The משנה asks, “Do the 
hands of  make or break the war? Rav Chaim quoting משה 
the גמרא א29)   explains that when the Jewish people (ר”ה 
looked heavenwards and subdued their hearts to ‘ה, then 
they were victorious but as soon as they did not, they 
were defeated. In truth, עמלק’s attack of ישראל   caused בני 
a great ‘חילול ה as only עמלק had dared to attack them and 
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On ראש השנה when ‘ה judges His creations for the coming 

year, we would expect that during the many hours that 

we spend in prayer, we would be begging ‘ה to grant us 

a successful and prosperous year. The תפילות of  ,ראש השנה 

among the holiest of  the year, concentrate not on fulfilling 

our own needs but rather on the crowning of  as king ה‘ 

and asking that the world recognize His dominion over 

the entire world. The Jewish New Year is inaugurated not 

with personal supplications but with an understanding 

that our entire focus and mission in this world is not to 

fulfill our own needs, but rather so that the world will 

come to recognize ‘ה’s Kingship. It is because we retain 

this focus that ‘ה fulfills our needs.

profane ‘ה’s name after מתן תורה. When בני ישראל prayed for 
victory in order to preserve the honor of  they were ,ה‘ 
then victorious. However, when they prayed only for their 
own salvation, that was when they experienced defeat.3

In (119b גמרא שבת) we are told that a person that says יהא 
 with all his might causes all evil decrees against שמיה רבא
him to be annulled. This is a תפילה that brings about 
ה‘  s name be “exalted” forever. At’ה‘ as we ask that קידוש 
the end of  we continually ask that our prayers שמונה עשרה 
should be answered “for Your sake”. We exclaim that 
everything that we have asked for during our תפילות, 
wisdom, health, and livelihood were all for the sake of  
“Your honor” and not for our sake. Only in this way can 
our תפילות be heard.4

sTory #1

An elderly couple, who had enjoyed a beautiful, harmonious marriage for many years, was celebrating their fiftieth 

wedding anniversary. At their anniversary party, the wife mentioned to her family members that she could not 

remember a single incident when she had asked for a gift from her husband and he had not fulfilled her request. 

Her husband turned to her and said, “That’s because you always asked for things that I would enjoy as well, things 

that I would also benefit from. How could I refuse such a request?”

analoGY

On ראש השנה we ask that ‘ה’s honor be revealed in the world. This will bring about the greatest ‘ה‘ .קידוש ה judges us 

on ראש השנה and grants us life in order to enable us to live a life that will bring about a ‘קידוש ה. When we live our 

lives for His sake, He will gladly grant us whatever we request.

The שפת אמת explains why we ask for ‘קידוש ה so fervently on ראש השנה. How does this seamlessly merge with יום הדין, 

the Day of  Judgment? We are granted life only because we demonstrate that we understand the true purpose of  

life - which is to sanctify the name of .ה‘ 

There are so many things that we need from ‘ה. We could ask ‘ה to relieve our suffering or to provide for our needs, 

but by davening for ‘ה’s honor, we obtain the ultimate goal of and our prayers will surely be answered.5 תפילה 

sTory #2

Chaim Shechter (name changed) was not looking forward to his upcoming family trip from Denver to Cleveland. 

Traveling with five children under the age of  eight was never an easy prospect, but the circumstances of  this trip 

caused him further trepidation. No direct flights had been available, and he had been forced to book tickets that 

included a two-hour stopover in out-of-the-way Atlanta. This brought their projected travel time to a grand total 

of  seven hours!
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  acTiviTy #3.

Many of  our daily תפילות are tied to ‘קידוש ה. Have students 

identify over a period of  several days, ways in which the 

:Examples might be .קידוש ה‘ that they say are tied to תפילות

קדושה-נקדש את שמך בעולם

קדיש

יהא שמיה רבה

עלינו לשבח

עשה למען שמך

פסוקי דזמרא-הודו, יהי כבוד, הללוי‘

.... כל התפלות לגאולה, וללמלשינים, ועל כולם יתברך

To make matters worse, he was suffering from a severe stomach virus, and the thought of  trying to control his 

rambunctious brood throughout the trip made his stomach churn even more. Recently, his friend Moshe had taken 

a flight with his own large family, and his children had made such a ruckus, that the flight crew had offered free 

flight vouchers to all of  the passengers who had suffered through the din. Moshe had been mortified, and Chaim 

had a sinking feeling that a similar fate awaited him.

The morning of  the trip, Chaim focused intently on the words “עשה למען שמך” during ה‘“ .שחרית,” he pleaded, “Please 

help me for Your sake. Let us have an easy trip for Your sake, so that no ‘חילול ה comes about because of  my family.”

Two hours before the family was scheduled to leave for the airport, the telephone rang. “Mr. Shechter, this is 

Brenda from Delta Airlines,” a clear voice said at the other end of  the line. Chaim’s pulse quickened. “Your flight 

was overbooked, and we had to transfer you to a direct flight to Cleveland with Continental. We apologize for 

the inconvenience, and you will be compensated for it.” The best “compensation,” though, was the drastically 

shortened travel time and the children’s stellar behavior, which evoked admiring remarks from many of  their 

fellow travelers. Apparently, davening to avert a ‘חילול ה was a powerful tool indeed. 

-heard from the ProtaGonist in the storY

  acTiviTy #2.

Living with the concept of  making a ‘ה  can have קידוש 

a profound effect on the way a person lives his life. It 

also allows a person to accomplish many things that he 

normally would not be able to accomplish. As teachers 

we can encourage our students to formulate a unique 

world view.

Have students read each blessing in עשרה  With .שמונה 

“new eyes” have students read each request. How can this 

blessing be viewed in light of  what they have learned 

about ‘קידוש ה? How can these gifts that we ask for be used 

to reveal the honor of ?in the world ה‘ 

Have students think about the natural gifts with which 

they have been blessed. Everyone has gifts of  intelligence, 

artistic or musical talent, athletic ability, social skills etc. 

Are we using our gifts to bring honor to ‘ה, to help others, 

to include others etc?
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DeveLoPmenT.

)1( בספר בית הלוי על התורה )פרשת ויגש על הפסוק אל תירא(, שיש לכלל ישראל הבטחה מאת הקב”ה שלא יהיה בעולם גילוי כבודו יתברך על ידי נס שלא בדרך 

הטבע אלא על ידי הצלתם של ישראל. הבית הלוי למד זאת מקושיה, למה היה צריך שישובו ישראל לפני פי החירות כדי שירדוף פרעה אחריהם ויטבע בים, היה הקב”ה 

יכול להביא על המצרים עונש כזה גם בלי שירדפו אחרי ישראל, שיטביעם במים במקומם במצרים, ולמה היה צריך שירדפו מצרים אחריהם בשביל להטביעם ולהראותם 

“כי אני ה‘” שזו היתה המטרה בניסי ים סוף כמו שכתוב “וידעו מצרים כי אני ה‘”.

ותירץ הבית הלוי, שיש הבטחה מאת הקב”ה שלא יראה לעולם ניסים שלא כדרך הטבע אלא על ידי הצלת ישראל. והביא על זה מירושלמי )תענית פ”ב ה”ו(: “רבי שמעון 

בן לקיש בשם רבי ינאי, שיתף הקב”ה שמו הגדול בישראל. למלך שהיה לו מפתח של פלמנטרי‘ קטנה. אמר המלך, אם אני מניחה ]פי‘ אם יניח את המפתח לבדו[ כמות 

שהיא - אבידה היא. אלא הריני עושה לה שלשלת, שאם אבדה השלשלת תהא מוכחת עליה, כך אמר הקב”ה, אם מניח אני את ישראל כמות שהם - נבלעין הן בין 

האומות, אלא הרי אני משתף שמי הגדול בהם והן חיים”, עכ”ל הירושלמי. ופי‘ הבית הלוי, שהכוונה בזה שהקב”ה קבע כלל בבריאה שקידוש השם יכול להיות רק על 

ידי ישועתם של ישראל, וזהו הכוונה שה‘ שיתף את שמו בישראל. וזהו בטחון גמור שלא יאבדו ח”ו, שהרי הם תלויים בשמו של הקב”ה, וכמו ששמו יתברך לא יאבד ח”ו 

כך ישראל לא יאבדו, ואדרבה, כל אימת שרוצה ה‘ לפרסם את שמו בעולם הרי זה על ידי ישועת ישראל. 

ובזה מבאר הבית הלוי למה הוצרך הנס של קריעת ים סוף להיות דוקא על ידי ישראל, דכיון שהמטרה היתה להודיע “כי אני ה‘”, וזה אי אפשר רק על ידי נס שלא כדרך 

הטבע, ע”כ מחמת הבטחת ה‘ שפרסום שמו יהיה רק על ידי ישועת ישראל, לכך הוצרכו לשוב לפני פי החירות, וירדפו מצרים אחריהם, ואז על ידי ישועתן של ישראל יביא 

הקב”ה נסים שלא כדרך הטבע, ואז “וידעו מצרים כי אני ה‘”. וזהו מה שאנו אומרים בתפילתנו: “בעבור שמו הגדול” או “למען שמך הגדול”, שרק בגאולה העתידה יהיה 

שמו של הקב”ה ’גדול‘, והיינו שיהיה שם שלם ככתיבתו יו”ד ה”א וא”ו ה”א, אבל עד הגאולה אין השם שלם, אלא רק “י‘ה”, כמ”ש רש”י הנ”ל בישעיהו.

acTiviTy #1.
)2( פסחים קיז. בשעה שעמדו על הים אמרו לא לנו ....תנו רבנן: הלל זה מי אמרו? רבי אליעזר אומר: משה וישראל אמרוהו בשעה שעמדו על הים, הם אמרו )תהלים קטו( 

לא לנו ה‘ לא לנו, משיבה רוח הקודש ואמרה להן )ישעיהו מח( למעני למעני אעשה. רבי יהודה אומר: יהושע וישראל אמרוהו בשעה שעמדו עליהן מלכי כנען, הם אמרו, 

לא לנו ומשיבה וכו‘. רבי אלעזר המודעי אומר: דבורה וברק אמרוהו בשעה שעמד עליהם סיסרא. הם אמרו: לא לנו ורוח הקודש משיבה ואומרת להם למעני למעני אעשה. 

רבי אלעזר בן עזריה אומר: חזקיה וסייעתו אמרוהו, בשעה שעמד עליהם סנחריב. הם אמרו לא לנו ומשיבה וכו‘, רבי עקיבא אומר: חנניה מישאל ועזריה אמרוהו בשעה 

שעמד עליהם נבוכדנצר הרשע, הם אמרו לא לנו ומשיבה וכו‘. רבי יוסי הגלילי אומר: מרדכי ואסתר אמרוהו בשעה שעמד עליהם המן הרשע, הם אמרו: לא לנו ומשיבה 

וכו‘. וחכמים אומרים: נביאים שביניהן תיקנו להם לישראל שיהו אומרים אותו על כל פרק ופרק, ועל כל צרה וצרה שלא תבא עליהם לישראל, ולכשנגאלין אומרים אותו 

על גאולתן.

)3( בנפש החיים )שער ב‘ פי”א( כתב: “לפני חילו” רמז זה העיקר הגדול של ענין התפלה ... כמו שהאיש מאנשי החיל משליך כל עניניו וצרכי עצמו מנגד, ומוסר נפשו 

ברצונו רק על כבוד המלך, שישיג הכתר מלוכה של אותה מדינה ותינשא מלכותו, כן ראוי מאד להאדם הישר לשום כל כוונתו וטהר מחשבתו בתפלתו רק להוסיף תת 

כח בהעולמות הקדושים, ולעורר בקולו ... להעביר רוח הטומאה מן העולם, ויתוקן עולם במלכותו יתברך שמו, ולא על עניניו וצרכי עצמו כלל ... אומנם תכלית הכוונה 

צריכה שתהיה רק צורך גבוה, כי במקום שיש חילול ה‘, כגון צרת כלל ישראל, באמור עם ה‘ אלה והמה מוכים ומעונים, מחוייבים לבקש ולשפוך שיח לפניו על חילול שמו 

יתברך, ואך למען שמו יעשה .. 

ובזה מסביר בהגה על הנפש החיים את המשנה בראש השנה )פ”ג מ”ח( “והיה כאשר ירים משה ידו וגבר ישראל וגו‘, )שמות יז( וכי ידיו של משה עושות מלחמה או שוברות 

מלחמה. אלא לומר לך כל זמן שהיו ישראל מסתכלים כלפי מעלה ומשעבדין את לבם לאביהם שבשמים היו מתגברים, ואם לאו, היו נופלין”. וידוע שבמלחמת עמלק היה 

חילול ה‘ נורא, שהיה חותך מילות וזרקן כלפי מעלה, ומשל לאמבטיא..., ועל זה אמר התנא שכל זמן שהיה צעקת תפלתם רק על חילול ה‘, ]וזהו הפירוש “מסתכלים כלפי 

מעלה”[, היו מתגברים גם הם. אבל כשהתכוונו לצרת עצמם היה להיפך.

)4( ובשו”ע או”ח )סי‘ קכ”ב ס”ג( כתב: “הרגיל לומר ד‘ דברים אלו: “עשה למען שמך עשה למען ימינך עשה למען קדושתך עשה למען תורתך” - זוכה לקבל פני השכינה”. 

ועי‘ במצודת דוד מלכים )א ח מא(: “למען שמך היינו בעבור פרסום שמך”. וראיתי במתנת חיים שהביא בשם החתם סופר שתפילה זו מעלה עימה את כל השמונה עשרה, 

  SourceS
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ואז מובטחים אנו  י”ח ברכות, הכל היה רק למען שמך.  וכל הבקשות של  גאולה, מחילה, רפואה, פרנסה,  משום שבזה אנו אומרים לקב”ה: רבש”ע, כשביקשתי דעת, 

שישמעו תפילותינו.

sTory #1.
)5( ומצינו כמה פעמים שמאורי העולם ביקשו לשם שמים ונתקבלה תפילתם. וכדכתיב בפרשת כי תשא בתפילת משה למחילה על חטא העגל, שהתפלל למען כבוד שמים: 

“למה יאמרו מצרים לאמר ברעה הוציאם ...”, שיצא מזה חילול ה‘. ועי‘ בספר אור לשמים )מאא”ז מלובלין( על הפסוק “ויאמר ה‘ סלחתי כדבריך”, ופירש “כדבריך” שכל מי 

שיצעק אל ה‘ בעבור חילול כבוד ה‘ כאשר אמר משה “ושמעו מצרים ...” יפעול גם כן כמוך מחילה וסליחה וכל טוב סלה. ובתהילים )סט ז(: “אל יבושו בי קויך”, ופירש”י 

“אל תניחני בידם, פן יבושו קויך במה שמאורע בי ויאמרו הלא כך אירע למי שהיה מקוה להקב”ה”. 

ובזה יבואר ענינו של העונה יהא שמיה רבא, שמתפלל לכבוד שמים שיתגדל ויתברך שמו של הקב”ה, ועל כן גדולה כל כך סגולת אמירתו, עד שאמרו )שבת קי”ט ע”ב(: 

“כל העונה “אמן יהא שמיה רבא מברך” בכל כחו קורעין לו גזר דינו, שנאמר )שופטים ה( בפרוע פרעות בישראל בהתנדב עם ברכו ה‘.

בערוך השולחן )קל”ב אות ה‘( כתב בענין קדושה דסידרא: “שאמרו בסוף סוטה דמיום שחרב בית המקדש אין יום שאין בו קללה, וכל יום קללתו מרובה מחבירו ... ואלא 

עלמא אמאי קא מקיים? אקדושה דסידרא ואאמן יהא שמיה רבה... ואינו מובן מה שייך זה לביטול הקללה? ... איתא במדרש אמר הקב”ה בשעה שמגעת צרה לישראל 

והם מבקשים אותי - ישתתפו כבודי עמהם, באותה שעה אני עונה אותם, שנאמר “יקראני ואענהו”. אימתי? “כי עמו אנכי בצרה”... )עיין שם משל לזה(. וכיון שעיקר 

המועיל להצלת הצרות הוא לשתף כבודו יתברך בצערינו, כדאיתא בברכות )ס”ג ע”א( “כל המשתף שם שמים בצערו כופלין לו פרנסתו, לכן כשמתפללים בצער שלו 

כביכול, שהלא מלא כל הארץ כבודו ועתה אין כבודו ניכר כלל, ומצטערים על העדר לימוד התורה שזהו כל שמחתו יתברך, ולזה אומרים “ה‘ ימלוך לעולם ועד”, כלומר 

מתי יתגלה מלכותו יתברך, ואומרים “יתגדל”, “אמן יהא שמיה רבה”, שזה כולו בנוי על גלות השכינה, ובזה הקב”ה כביכול מצווח כנגדנו ומסיר ממנו הקללה ומשפיע 

לנו פרנסתינו”, עכ”ל.
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  inTroDucTion.

The abundance of  physical good in the world was 

created with a preordained purpose, which is to increase 

the honor of  in the world. This extends even to ה‘ 

inanimate objects which may be thought to have no 

purpose. However, everything that ‘ה created has 

value. We are entreated to develop sensitivity to, and 

refrain from the destruction of  any physical object, and 

particularly wasting food or anything from which one 

could derive even minimal benefit.

  objecTives.

Students will:

•	 Identify the areas that can be categorized as בל תשחית 

and discuss how to avoid this pitfall.

•	 Connect the significance of  making ברכות  on food and 

other pleasures to the concept of .קידוש ה‘ 

  anTiciPaTory seT.

The teacher should show the class a picture of  different 

household objects; a pack of  crackers, a light bulb, a 

screw driver, a wooden shelf  etc. Ask the students how 

much they would value any of  these objects if  they found 

them lying around the school playground? 

How could these very same objects be utilized to help 

others? (The bag of  crackers that someone discarded 

from their lunch could instead be put into a classroom 

snack box to be used if  someone forgot their snack; the 

screw driver could be used to start a tool g’mach in their 

community etc.) 

By broadening the way that we view the world around us, 

we can come to a greater appreciation of  the good that ‘ה 

has given us. Our will to use these blessings for good will 

make us less likely to destroy things that we do not need 

and make us more sensitive to how these things might be 

used to help others.

  DeveLoPmenT.

There is a profound connection between the concept of  

and the prohibition of קידוש ה‘  which forbids one בל תשחית 

from destroying useful items. The  רמב”ם in מלכים   הלכות 

(6:10) explains that תשחית  refers, “not only to [the בל 

destruction of] trees, but [also to one who destroys] 

utensils, rips garments, demolishes a building, stops up 

water spring, or [destroys] food. These are all violations 

of  the prohibition ‘You shall not destroy’ (21:19 דברים).1

How should a תורה individual relate to the world around 

him? The (מצוה 529) חנוך explains: “This is the way of  the 

pious and men of  good deeds; they love peace and are 

  You shall not destroY 

Lesson 19. 
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Lesson 19

happy to bring benefit to others and draw them close 

to תורה; they would never destroy even a mustard seed. 

[If  they are witness to] waste or destruction they [are] 

distressed, and if  they [are able], they will prevent 

destruction, with all their might.”2

What is the connection between the righteous man’s 

love of  peace and bringing others closer to תורה and 

his extreme aversion to waste and the destruction of  

material things? 

In truth, these two traits are one in the same: the 

understanding and belief  that everything exists for the 

sake of  teach us that “All חז”ל (6:11) פרקי אבות In .כבוד שמים 

that ‘ה created in His world was created only for His 

honor.” Based on this, the גמרא teaches in (77b שבת) that 

“Of  all the things that ‘ה created in His world, nothing 

was created in vain.”

has given us a wealth of ה‘  physical objects in the world 
to use in order to serve Him to the fullest. However, these 
will not be utilized efficiently if  we do not utilize one of  
the most precious gifts that He has given us, and that is 
the gift of  time. Each one of  us has been given a certain 
portion of  time on this earth. We can use the time that 
has been given to us to serve ‘ה, or we can waste our time 
on idle conversation and useless activities. בל תשחית applies 
to wasting time as equally as it does to physical objects. 

3(שערי תשובה שער ג:קעז)

  acTiviTy #1.

It is important that students develop an appreciation for 

the gifts that they have been given. In a world filled with 

the abundance that we enjoy today, it is often difficult for 

us to appreciate what we have. Because of  the abundance, 

there is less reverence for preserving the material 

possessions that we enjoy.

In order to help our students become more sensitive 

to this concept, ask student to describe how the things 

that they have been given, help us to serve ‘ה. What 

would happen if  some of  those things were lacking? 

Not everyone shares this abundance, even today. Bring 

examples in our history (or even today where others are 

less fortunate) where Jews were not so blessed and what 

they had to sacrifice in order to serve ‘ה. 

1. Communist Russia

2. The Holocaust 

3. The Spanish Inquisition

4. The Crusades

5. Jews in Iran today

6. Those less fortunate

 בל תשחית
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every single part of  this earth should be used to sanctify 

His Name. The honor of  must penetrate every place ה‘ 

in the world, even the most barren wasteland. Certainly, 

 must have sent us here to sanctify His Name in this ה‘

remote wilderness and show that this place brings honor 

to Him, also; that there is no place on earth that can be 

called ‘G-d forsaken.’”

The בחור who stood with the Tzhebiner רב that night in 

the howling wind and driving snow was none other than 

 Yaakov met רב ,Years later .שליט”א Yaakov Galinsky רב

the Tzhebiner רב again, after the latter had moved to ארץ 

and reminded him of ,ישראל  that קבלת שבת long ago. This 

time, the Tzhebiner רב had something to add to what he 

had told רב Yaakov.

“Yes, ‘ה wants to be ‘discovered,’ and He wants His Name 

to be sanctified even in the most remote wasteland. But it 

is not only Siberia that is such a desolate wasteland. Here 

in ירושלים, you can find many Jews who know nothing 

about תורה and מצות. That desolation may be even worse 

than that of  Siberia. You and those like you must dedicate 

yourselves to filling that void by inspiring and educating 

those empty souls.” -rabbi avraham chaim feuer

hoW the PhYsical World can brinG 
honor to ‘ה

In the גמרא  (35  it is written, “One who derives (ברכות 

benefit from this world without saying a ברכה is as if  he 

has stolen from ‘ה and from the Jewish people.” This is 

difficult to understand. It is clear that the failure to say a 

?is a great sin but how is it deemed a theft ברכה

 :vol 2) ספר דעת חכמה ומוסר Yerucham Levovitz states in his רב

 tells us that the world and everything גמרא The (מאמר 86

in it is considered קדשי שמים. This means that everything 

has been dedicated for one purpose, which is to bring 

honor to ‘ה. Only by reciting a ברכה can a physical object 

be elevated to bring honor to ‘ה. The ברכה transforms 

the physical object which now becomes a vehicle to 

enhance כבוד שמים, since making the ברכה strengthens our 

awareness that everything comes from ‘ה. Every physical 

object is meant to be used to add to the honor of  and ,ה‘ 

one who fails to do this has desecrated the purpose for 

which it was created.

Service to ‘ה is not dependent on material things, but 

having these things make our ability to do so, much easier. 

It is important to remember this, should we be tempted to 

destroy physical things or treat them carelessly.

cont.

Everything in the world was created for human beings 

to serve ‘ה. By choosing to serve ‘ה appropriately and 

respecting the physical world as an aid to serve ‘ה, we 

elevate the world and ourselves. Every choice that we 

make can have a positive effect in the world or, G-d forbid, 

the opposite. By respecting others in the world and using 

the physical to serve ‘ה, such as animals, plants, and even 

inanimate objects, we achieve this purpose. A person who 

sensitizes himself  to these ideas will never purposely 

destroy or waste an object because he will recognize 

the profound spiritual potential of  every object in the 

material world to bring honor to ‘ה. By respecting the 

physical, a person will doubly recognize the enormous 

value and potential of  every human being. He will be 

exceedingly careful not to denigrate any person, or dare 

to prevent another person from using his talents and 

potential to serve ‘4.(מסילת ישרים פרק א). ה

When the Germans invaded Poland in 1939, Rav Dov 

Berish Weidenfeld, the רב of  the city of  Tzhebin in 

Galicia, fled from his hometown to Russia. There, the 

authorities deported him to the icy wastelands of  Siberia. 

The Tzhebiner רב was imprisoned there along with a 

group of  yeshiva בחורים who had also been exiled. One 

Friday night, as they prepared to daven קבלת שבת in their 

usual makeshift shul, the Tzhebiner רב made a bizarre 

request: He asked everyone to accompany him outside, 

into the freezing cold and biting wind, just this once, in 

order to recite קבלת שבת there. The בחורים complied, but the 

fierce weather was beyond their ability to endure, and one 

by one, they slipped away and returned to the protection 

of  the barracks. Only one בחור remained with the רב until 

he had concluded his davening.

When he had finished davening, the Tzhebiner רב turned 

to the בחור and explained his peculiar actions. “In the 

eighth פסוק of  states, ‘the voice דוד המלך )תהילים 29),קבלת שבת 

of  ה‘ makes the wilderness tremble.’ This means that ה‘ 

has a master plan for all of  Creation, and that plan is that 
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“Yes,” the teacher smiled, surprised at the unusual visitor. 

“How can I help you?”

“Well, it’s about my brother Dima…” Sasha began 

uncertainly. “You see, um… well, when I come home 

from the army, I’m very hungry,” he paused. The teacher 

nodded, obviously wondering where this was going. “so I 

take something out of  the refrigerator to eat, and as soon 

as I take a bite, Dima starts yelling, ‘Thief, thief !’”

“That certainly doesn’t sound like Dima,” Pessi said, 

concerned.

“So after a while I asked him what in the world he’s 

talking about, and the kid gave me a whole lecture about 

how I’m stealing food from ‘ה; that eating without making 

a ברכה was like taking something without permission and 

we need to say a ברכה to show our appreciation, to say 

‘Thank you’. He said you were the one who taught this 

to him. Let me tell you, Dima has a very good memory. 

By the time he was done I knew all the blessings over 

food, which to say and when to say them and how and 

why….” Sasha took a breath. “The thing is, my brother 

wouldn’t only insist I say them at home; he insisted I say 

them when I eat in the army as well. Now let me tell 

you something about army food, they should bless us 

for eating it.” He grinned ruefully. “But Dima seemed so 

sincere, it seemed so important to him. And after all, I do 

owe a thank-you to God. So I agreed.

“I pretty much was doing it automatically by then, 

because whenever I’m home, if  I take a bite to eat without 

a blessing, Dima shows up shouting ‘Thief !’ I was sure 

the guys in my unit would have a field day making fun of  

me. But they didn’t. They started saying them too. And 

a couple of  the guys even carry around כיפות to put on 

when they eat.

“I told Dima this and you should have seen how excited 

he was. So I thought you might also want to know that 

not only did you teach Dima the ברכות, you also taught an 

entire army unit, and I’m sure my little brother is not the 

only one in class passing the blessings on.

“And you know something,” he added conspiratorially. 

“The food in the army doesn’t taste so bad anymore… 

Anyway,” Sasha said sincerely, “I thought I should come 

and tell you how much you’ve done….” 

Now we can explain the גמרא’s premise that one who 

does not say a ברכה has stolen from ‘ה and the Jewish 

people. The מהרש”א explains that when one does not say 

a ברכה on something from which he has derived benefit, 

he “destroys the outpouring of  sanctity and blessing to 

the Jewish people from their Father in Heaven” When 

we recognize the true purpose of  the physical world, and 

thank and recognize ‘ה in our lives, we can be sure that we 

will benefit from ‘ה’s blessings and that He will continue 

to send us more blessings since they are fulfilling their 

true purpose.

  Living examPLe.

blessinGs in disGuise

Sasha navigated the narrow hallways of  the elementary 

school in Ashkelon. Being a gangly 6’2”, he felt a bit like 

Gulliver in Lilliput among the small desks and chairs 

and other paraphernalia of  small children littering the 

hallways. He didn’t remember ever being so small. No 

doubt he would have drawn a lot of  stares in his soldier’s 

uniform, but classes were in session and he was left to 

wander around without attracting much attention. He 

knew more or less where his brother Dima’s second 

grade classroom was from the vivid description of  

absolutely everything and anything that had to do with 

Shuvu. Sasha had once quipped that שובו didn’t mean לשוב 

 everything about the school, but, as short as (repeat) על

Dima was, the pun sailed right over his head. 

Sasha didn’t want to disturb the class, so he made his 

way to the school office instead. “My brother Dima is in 

the second grade here; would I be able to speak to his 

teacher for a moment?”, he asked the woman behind the 

desk. “Her name is Morah Pessi.” Sasha added, realizing 

with some bemusement that he had no other way to refer 

to or address the teacher. Dima mentioned Morah Pessi 

at least once a day, but he had never used her last name. 

Clara, the school secretary, willingly obliged the soldier’s 

request by calling the teacher out of  class.

“Excuse me for disturbing you, Morah Pessi,” Sasha said, 

suddenly feeling awkward, but determined to fulfill his 

mission. 
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  acTiviTy #2.

One of  the ways that we can express gratitude to ‘ה for 

the things that He gives us, is to be exceedingly careful 

not to take for granted all of  the wonderful things with 

which He has blessed us. This is the basis of  avoiding 

 The more sensitive we are to the blessings that .בל תשחית

we have, the less likely we are to destroy or make light 

of  them.

How can the following examples make us more sensitive 

to the everyday blessings that we receive? Have students 

discuss some of  the following topics and present their 

ideas to the class.

•	 Wasting our lunch: what could be done with the 

unused food and how could this make a ‘קידוש ה?

•	 Saying ברכות on food: How could ברכות be made in a way 

that would make a ‘קידוש ה?

•	 Losing an object or gaining appreciation for something 

that you have when you see someone else who lacks the 

very same object (or degree of  health).

Developing awareness for the things that we have 

can make us more sensitive to the needs of  others not 

as fortunate. By making efforts to help others, and 

appreciating what ‘ה has given us, we are able to create 

more ‘קידוש ה in the world.

With that, Sasha turned and left as unexpectedly as he 

had appeared. Morah Pessi, misty-eyed, watched Sasha 

head down the hallway and then turned back to her own 

unit of .s little soldiers’ה‘ 

-from JeWels of the croWn-shuvu

cont.

Why is תפילה so effective? In בראשית before ‘ה created 

plant life it says, “אלוקים  had not yet caused it to rain ה‘ 

upon the land, and there was no man to work the land.” 

 explains the connection between rain and man to רש”י

work the land, “Why didn’t ‘ה bring rain? Because there 

was no man to work the land, and there was no one to 

appreciate the benefit of  rain. But when אדם came and 

knew that the world needed it, he davened for rain and 

it came down, and the trees and plants grew.” תפילה is so 

powerful because it causes us to recognize the source of  

all blessing. We strengthen our אמונה and recognition of  

 .and this brings the merit for us to be answered ,ה‘

In the same way that water cannot pass through a pipe 

that is clogged, when we recognize that ‘ה blesses us in 

order to bring Him honor, we clear the way for continual 

blessing.

The סופר עקב commenting on חתם   explains why we פרשת 

thank ‘ה for our deficiencies (חסרונן) in the ברכה of  בורא 

 He answers by asking the following fundamental .נפשות

questions: Why do we thank ‘ה for fulfilling our needs 

when it was He who created these needs in the first place? 

Why should we thank ‘ה for water when it was He who 

made us thirsty? In fact it is ‘ה in His great kindness who 

created us with human needs, in order that we would turn 

to Him and ask that He fulfill our needs. By recognizing 

that it is ‘ה who fulfills our needs and through our service 

to Him, we fulfill our purpose in the world. That is why 

we thank ‘ה at the end of  for the things that we בורא נפשות 

are lacking, because this makes us recognize that it is ‘ה 

who fills these needs (חסרונן).



33
Lesson 19

DeveLoPmenT.

)1( איסור בל תשחית ידוע ומפורש בתורה בפרשת שופטים )כא יט(: “כי תצור אל עיר ימים רבים להלחם עליה לתפשה, לא תשחית את עצה לנדוח עליו גרזן, כי ממנו 

תאכל ואתו לא תכרת. כי האדם עץ השדה לבא מפניך במצור: רק עץ אשר תדע כי לא עץ מאכל הוא, אותו תשחית וכרת. ובנית מצור על העיר אשר הוא עשה עמך 

מלחמה עד רדתה”. וברמב”ם הל‘ מלכים )פ”ו ה”י( כתב: “ולא האילנות בלבד, אלא כל המשבר כלים, וקורע בגדים, והורס בנין, וסותם מעיין, ומאבד מאכלות דרך השחתה, 

עובר בלא תשחית, ואינו לוקה אלא מכת מרדות מדבריהם”.

ונרחיק מכל דבר  ידוע, שהוא כדי ללמד נפשנו לאהוב הטוב והתועלת ולהדבק בו, ומתוך כך תדבק בנו הטובה  )2( ספר החינוך )מצוה תקכט( כתב: “שורש המצוה 

השחתה.  וזהו דרך החסידים ואנשי מעשה, אוהבים השלום ושמחים בטוב הבריות ומקרבין אותן לתורה, ולא יאבדו אפילו גרגיר של חרדל מעולם, ויצר עליהם בכל אבדן 

והשחתה שיראו, ואם יוכלו להציל יצילו כל דבר מהשחית בכל כוחם. ולא כן הרשעים אחיהם של מזיקים, שמחים בהשחתת עולם והם משחיתים את עצמם, במידה שאדם 

מודד בה מודדין לו, כלומר בה הוא נדבק לעולם. וכענין שכתוב שמח לאיד לא ינקה, והחפץ בטוב ושמח בו נפשו תלין לעולם, זה ידוע ומפורסם”

)3( עי‘ בשערי תשובה )שער ג‘ קעז(: “החלק הרביעי: הקובע עצמו תמיד לשיחה בטלה ודברים בטלים כדרך יושבי קרנות. ושתים רעות יש בדבר הרע הזה: האחת  כי כל 

המרבה דברים מביא חטא, )אבות סוף פרק א(. והשנית  כי הוא בטל מדברי תורה. ויש בדבר הזה דרכי מות, כי איך לא זכר ולא שם על לבו, כי בעתים ההם אשר הוא 

משחיתם יוכל להשיג הנעימות ולקנות חיי עולם אם יקבע העתים המזומנים ההם לתורה, אשר הוא פנוי בהם ממלאכתו ועסקיו? אין זה כי אם בזות לבו את המצות ואת 

שכר העולם הבא. ומלבד אשר איבד טובה הרבה ישא את עונו, כי אשמת הבטול מן התורה בעת היכולת לעסוק בה אש היא, עד אבדון תאכל, כאשר אמרו )סנהדרין צ”ט 

ע”א(: “כי דבר ה‘ בזה”, כל שאפשר לו לעסוק בתורה ואינו עוסק, כאשר הקדמנו לך. ואמרו ז”ל )ע”ז י”ח ע”ב(: ההולך למקום אשר אוספו שם אספה לשחוק - זה הוא 

מושב לצים, ועליו אמר הכתוב )תהלים א א(: “ובמושב לצים לא ישב”, ונאמר אחריו: “כי אם בתורת ה‘ חפצו”. למדת כי מושב לצים מביא לידי ביטול תורה, ואשר לא שת 

לבו לעסוק בתורה בשעותיו הבטלות יתעשת לנפשו ולא יאבד ויתבודד בהן לחשוב על קיצו ולהבין לאחריתו ולחפש דרכיו, ולקנות מעלת הנפש ולהתקרב אל השי”ת”.

acTiviTy #1.
)4( מסילת ישרים )פ”א(: “ואם תעמיק עוד בענין תראה כי העולם נברא לשימוש האדם. אמנם הנה הוא עומד בשיקול גדול, כי אם האדם נמשך אחר העולם ומתרחק 

מבוראו, הנה הוא מתקלקל ומקלקל העולם עמו. ואם הוא שולט בעצמו ונדבק בבוראו ומשתמש מן העולם רק להיות לו לסיוע לעבודת בוראו, הוא מתעלה והעולם עצמו 

מתעלה עמו. כי הנה עילוי גדול הוא לבריות כולם בהיותם משמשי האדם השלם המקודש בקדושתו יתברך, והוא כענין מה שאמרו חכמינו זכרונם לברכה בענין האור שגנזו 

הקדוש ברוך הוא לצדיקים, וזה לשונם )חגיגה י”ב(: “כיון שראה הקדוש ברוך הוא אור שגנזו לצדיקים, שמח, שנאמר )משלי יג(: אור צדיקים ישמח. ובענין אבני המקום 

שלקח יעקב ושם מראשותיו אמרו, )חולין צ”א ע”ב(: אמר רבי יצחק: מלמד שנתקבצו כולן למקום אחד, והיתה כל אחת אומרת עלי יניח צדיק ראשו.  והנה על העיקר הזה 

העירונו זכרונם לברכה במדרש קהלת )רבה, ז(, שאמרו זה לשונם: ראה את מעשה האלקים וגו‘ )קהלת ז(, בשעה שברא הקדוש ברוך הוא את אדם הראשון נטלו והחזירו 

על כל אילני גן עדן, ואמר לו ראה מעשי, כמה נאים ומשובחים הן, וכל מה שבראתי בשבילך בראתי, תן דעתך שלא תקלקל ותחריב את עולמי”.

  SourceS
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  inTroDucTion.

One of  most important aspects of  is teaching חינוך 

children morality. In today’s immoral society where 

corruption runs amok, children must be taught to loath 

immoral behavior that is in opposition to our תורה lifestyle. 

This will help to immunize them against the powerful 

influences of  the outside world. This is part of  the חינוך 

of  a Jewish child and we generally succeed in instilling 

our charges with these principles. 

Unfortunately when children are taught to scorn the 

outside world it can sometimes generate an attitude of  

disrespect for those who do not live according to תורה 

values. It is difficult for children to feel respect when they 

have been taught to hold a non-תורה lifestyle in contempt. 

The following principles will help us to teach a more 

balanced perspective.

  objecTives.

Students will:

•	 The students will identify the qualities that constitute 

respecting other human beings.

•	 Students will define respect according to תורה 

principles.

•	 Students will list ways that the unique talents of  

others can be used to serve ‘ה.

  anTiciPaTory seT.

The teacher will ask students to bring life examples where 

the action of  another Jew has made a positive impression 

on a non-religious Jew or a non-Jew or even themselves. 

What was it about the event that made such a positive 

impression? The teacher should discuss these events with 

the students and explain that a simple respectful action 

can make life changing impressions on others.

  DeveLoPmenT.

an analoGY 

A teacher must have respect for his/her students even 

though they are young and immature. He/she does not 

respect their immaturity but rather the human potential 

within them that will develop as the child learns and 

grows. In the same way the Jewish people are a nation of  

teachers because we are able to see the great potential 

in every human being (and act as role models for them.)

A Jewish person who tries to promote ‘ה  in the קידוש 

world, truly believes that everyone has the potential 

to become a fitting servant of In the end of .ה‘   days 

everyone in the world will fully acknowledge ‘ה and 

serve Him faithfully. This is the true ‘ה  that we קידוש 

long for and the true purpose of  every human being in 

  resPectinG all creations 

Lesson 20. 
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Lesson 20

the world. As we have stated ”ה‘ - “הכל ברא לכבודו created 

everything for His honor.1

The מהר”ל in 2באר הגולה explains that we have to respect 

even a simple Jew as if  he were a תלמיד חכם because he has 

the potential to become one. Every Jew has the ability 

to rise to the highest spiritual heights regardless of  his 

prior lifestyle. This potential is inherent in any Jewish 

person. Along these same lines, דבורה  teaches in תומר 

chapter 2 that we are required to love every Jew, even 

one who transgresses the תורה. We long for the day 

when he will repent and become a צדיק. We must treat 

others for the potential that lies within them and not 

who they might be at the present time.

In the תפילה of  כל בני“ ,comes משיח we say that when עלינו 

all creatures of -בשר יקראו בשמך  flesh will call Your Name” 

The מפרשים explain that בשר refer to the lowliest of בני   

humans in the world. Not only will they believe in ‘ה but 

they will proclaim His greatness to the entire world as 

 did. Knowing this, we recognize the potential אברהם אבינו

of  every human being and treat them with respect. 

The word respect comes from the Latin root specto 

which means to see. One is able to have respect for 

another when he is able to see beyond a person’s present 

state and recognize his potential. When another person 

feels that he is respected for the person he can become, 

he is more likely to achieve his potential!

כבוד הבריות

sTory #1

The following stories are examples of  the positive impression that a Jew makes on others, when he treats those 

around him with respect.

1.  Once during a Jewish gathering in Detroit, a non-Jewish reporter known for his pro-Israel stance stood up 
and said the following, “I wasn’t invited to speak but I would like to explain why I have supported the Jews and 
been pro-Israel for so long. My mother was born in Ireland and worked as a maid in a Jewish home. They always 
treated her with a great deal of  respect. Once, when they went away for several days, they entrusted her with 
the keys to the house. Since it was December 23, she understood that the family would be away for Christmas 
and would not be able to prepare for the holiday. She bought a tree and decorated it beautifully with lights and 
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Avraham. [I try to do like the Zaide Avraham.] He 

instilled in us a reverence for every creation.”

-adaPted from: rav mendel KaPlan and his Wisdom

resPectinG differences

Every person is unique and brings his own exclusive 
abilities to use in the service of  We were all created .ה‘ 
with unique personalities and raised in different 
circumstances. Each person has different challenges and 
therefore his mode of  honoring ‘ה is unlike that of  any 
other. The millions of  people that comprise ישראל  ,עם 
each living their lives in the service of  compose their ,ה‘ 
distinctive “song” that brings true honor to the King. 
Some people are blessed with riches and are called upon 
to use their wealth to שמים שם   Others may endure .מקדש 
suffering and are called upon to stay strong and overcome 
the challenges to create a ‘קידוש ה.

placed it in the front window of  the house which was right next door to a shul - certainly an embarrassment for 
the family.

When the family returned, the father immediately realized what had happened and thanked my mother profusely 

for her thoughtfulness. He gave her a fifty dollar bill (a large sum of  money at the time) and sensitively explained 

that Jews do not celebrate this holiday, but that surely she would need the decorations and she should take them 

for herself. My mother was so impressed that she imbued in me a love for the Jews, who are such a special people. 

-heard from rabbi Yissochor frand

2.  A postman in Denver told an acquaintance that he loves working in the west side district where many Jews 

live, as they are always so warm and kind. He wanted to find a way to pay them back and therefore he came to the 

Yeshiva dinner to help support such a wonderful religion.

3.  R’ Weisberger once accompanied R’ Yaakov on a trip that required them to wake up very early in the morning 

to catch a train. He noticed that R’ Yaakov had not slept the entire night. R’ Yaakov explained that his neighbor 

worked the night shift and always left his windows open. Rav Yaakov was afraid that his neighbor would wake 

up from his alarm clock after just having gone to sleep, and therefore R’ Yaakov had decided to remain awake all 

night rather than risk waking his neighbor.

4.  Reb Yaakov was engaged in conversation with someone when the funeral procession of  a Gentile passed by. 

As is customary during a Jewish funeral, Rav Yaakov stopped his conversation and accompanied the funeral the 

required four amos. The person with whom R’ Yaakov had been speaking expressed surprise that one is required 

to accompany the funeral of  a non-Jew. Reb Yaakov explained, “He, too, was created בצלם אלוקים.”

resPect for all PeoPle

Rav Mendel Kaplan was once at a highway rest stop 

when an African American gentleman approached him 

and displayed a foreign coin.

“You look like a worldly man,” said the stranger, thrusting 

his coin at Rav Mendel. “Do you know which country this 

strange coin is from?” 

Rav Mendel said he did not, but he took a pencil rubbing 

of  the coin, and the man’s phone number, assuring him 

that he would try to find out, and call him with the 

answer. The תלמיד shook his head in wonder. 

 he said, “why are you wasting your time on such a ”,רבי“

triviality?”

Rav Mendel did not explain. However, at other times, he 

would say, “Ich tu vee der Zaide
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•	 A director of ביקור חולים ,הכנסת אורחים etc.

•	 A member of הצלה 

•	 An honest business person who gives צדקה

•	 A משגיח

•	 A Kosher caterer

•	 A רבי or a מורה

•	 A קירוב professional

•	 A principal

•	 A ראש ישיבה 

•	 A Jewish politician

•	 One who learns in כולל

•	 A רב

•	 A Rebbetzin

•	 Someone who works with at risk teens

The students may also choose other possibilities. Each 

student will write their ideas about the things that he/

she believes each student could accomplish, next to the 

appropriate name of  each of  the students in his/her class. 

The teacher can then take the recommendations for each 

student and compile a list for each child writing all of  

the things his/her classmates said about him/her. This 

can be a tremendous confidence builder for the students, 

seeing the confidence that their classmates have in their 

unique abilities.

Rav Dessler addresses the difficult question as to why 

good people sometimes suffer. He explains this concept 

with a משל of  a ceremony that is organized to bring 

many speakers to praise the king, in order to give him 

honor. If  each of  the speakers speaks in a similar way 

and praises the same quality about the king, it will be an 

embarrassment for the king and diminish his honor rather 

than increasing it. However, if  each speaker has a unique 

personality and can articulate a different understanding 

of  the many virtues of  the king, one praising his military 

prowess and another, his financial acumen, and a third the 

king’s kindness; this will truly bring honor to the king!3

To elucidate this concept R’ Elya Lopian explains that 

this is the reason that one who embarrasses another is 

considered as if  he “denigrated the word of  because ,”.ה‘ 

each person was created with a unique purpose to bring 

about ‘קידוש ה in his lifetime. When we embarrass another, 

it is as if  we are saying to him, “be like me, don’t be 

different!” This statement will erode a person’s confidence 

and prevent him from expressing his individual service 

to ‘ה, thus diminishing ‘ה’s honor, a severe transgression! 

Each person was specifically created to serve ‘ה in his own 

unique way!

  acTiviTy.

1.  Every גדול served ‘ה in his own unique way. Each 

brought a greater understanding of  to the world and ה‘ 

created a ‘קידוש ה . Research the גדול of  your choice and 

bring examples of  how they were מקדש שם שמים in their 

own unique way.

2.  Respecting others differences and not embarrassing 

them is an important part of  a person’s עבודה. This 

allows us to appreciate every Jew and recognize his/her 

potential. The teacher should make a list of  all of  the 

students in the class and ask each member of  the class to 

think about the spiritual potential of  each of  his fellow 

classmates and how each of  them could use his/her 

talents to be מקדש שם שמים in a positive way. What special 

qualities does each classmate have and how might they 

use them? Could these qualities be used in some of  the 

following ways?
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sTory #2

everY note counts bY rabbi YaaKov salomon 

Ever feel like nobody notices you? Think again. 

He was a speech pathologist by profession, but far more than that, he was a soul that was truly searching. Despite 

the fact that he had never learned תורה, he was not deterred.

Every summer morning he would leave his modest bungalow in Woodridge, NY, Artscroll תלמוד in tow, and park 

himself  in the study hall of  nearby Camp Morris. I suppose he wanted to keep company with some of  the greatest 

scholars, perhaps hoping that by osmosis some of תורה  their erudition would rub off.

It didn’t take long for Rabbi P. to notice him. Sitting in the back of  the noisy auditorium, Richard was the epitome 

of  humility and sincerity. He would study the מסכת קדושין( תלמוד( with the Aramaic translated into English and never 

seemed to care that by the time he left he had advanced not more than just a few lines. Quality and direction took 

precedence over quantity, he would reason.

And every so often Rabbi P. would sidle up to the empty chair beside Richard and together they would furrow the 

ancient text, ever still relevant and resonant.

“Don’t spoon-feed me, Rabbi,” he would say, “I may go slowly, but I’ve got to get through this on my own.”

It wasn’t long before the two became friends תורה- has that power. It can meld personalities - diverse and alike - and 

create a bond that withstands the vicissitudes and tribulations that life inevitably brings.

It was during one of  their daily encounters, eight summers ago, that Richard felt comfortable enough to confide 

in his younger friend.

“Rabbi, you might as well know; I’m quite ill. I have cancer of  the liver. The best doctors do not offer me much 

to hope for.”

Rabbi P. was as surprised as he was saddened. Richard’s up-beat countenance and zest for life had belied his deadly 

prognosis.

“Over 25,000 Americans are diagnosed with liver cancer every year,” Richard continued. “Most are over 65, twenty 

years older than me. But that’s ‘ה’s will. Very few survive. I have abandoned all conventional treatments in favor of  

a more radical, holistic approach. And I pray.”

The summer passed far more quickly than it should have and, as it happens all too often, the two friends went their 

separate ways. Such is life.

It was ten months later, on a stifling Friday morning in July that they re-united on the Camp Morris lawn. Score 

some points for holistic medicine, I guess. Tucked under Richard’s arm was an Artscroll תלמוד, still מסכת קדושין.

“I’m up to page 10a,” he declared. “I’m not exactly speeding.”

The two spoke for a while, catching up on news, both pivotal and trivial, and studied a few lines together. Lunch 

time arrived. In the past they had shared an occasional quick meal, but today Richard begged off.

“Don’t wait for me,” he said.
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Rabbi P. detected a certain heaviness in Richard’s tone and demeanor. It just didn’t feel like the Richard he 

remembered and admired. He inquired; and Richard confirmed his suspicions.

“I’ll be honest with you. I’ve been giving this learning thing some thought lately. I come here to Camp Morris. 

This is a very special place. Few institutions can boast scholars at this level of  excellence. And I look around 

and ask myself. What am I doing here? I’m a struggling בעל תשובה, barely comprehending a few lines of  ancient 

writings here and there… a virtual flounder in an ocean of  mighty whales and sea giants.

“What possible purpose could my learning have? Why would the Almighty really care about my puny contribution 

to His sizable flotilla of  scholarship and intellect?”

Rabbi P. heard the questions, but more than that he understood that his response could very likely have a profound 

impact - positively or negatively - on this man’s life and future.

But there are times when we hear a fleeting whisper or experience a moment that appears almost inconsequential. 

But coincidences are not in the Jewish lexicon. ‘ה’s fingerprints are everywhere if  we open our eyes.

It was just 15 hours earlier that Rabbi P. was sitting in his car, making his routine trek from Brooklyn to the 

Catskills. It was a trip he had made dozens, if  not hundreds of  times before. And one of  the more difficult tasks 

is simply staying awake and alert. Rabbi P. noted his eyelids surrendering to gravity a bit more than he was 

comfortable with. He reached out and flipped on the radio. It was a talk show. A man was talking about classical 

music. It was not a topic that Rabbi P. had much knowledge of, or interest in. But, unbeknownst to him at the time, 

listening to this interview was no coincidence.

The man was talking about Arturo Toscanini, one of  the most acclaimed musicians of  the late 19th and 20th 

century. He was renowned for his brilliant intensity, his restless perfectionism, his phenomenal ear for orchestral 

detail and sonority, and his photographic memory.

Toscanini was sitting one day with one of  his biographers. Together they were listening to a recording of  a 

certain overture. The piece was a complicated one - many movements, complex arrangements, and sophisticated 

orchestration. The two men listened silently, concentrating on every note and every emotion.

When the recording was finished, the maestro turned to the author and remarked, “Did you notice anything 

unusual about what we just heard?”

He had not. The rendition had been stirring, perhaps even exceptional, but the writer could not imagine what the 

genius was referring to.

“I have no idea,” he confessed. “But I am curious. What was so unusual about this piece of  music?”

Toscanini explained. “My familiarity with this overture is great. Believe me I know what it is supposed to sound 

like. There should, in fact, be exactly 14 violins in that orchestra. But in this particular recording of  this overture, 

I only heard 13 violins. One violin is missing. I am certain.”

The biographer knew better than to chuckle in front of  the great conductor, but he was mystified. How was it 

possible for Toscanini to discern that one violinist was missing? And how could he dare to be certain of  that? It 

made no sense.

The next day the man began to do some research. To his amazement, Toscanini was precisely correct. One of  the 

violinists had indeed been absent when that recording was made. Amazing!
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Rabbi P’s mind raced as the details of  this providential story flooded his thoughts. He suddenly understood why 

he had tuned in to that particular station, at that particular time, last night.

“Richard,” he said, “have you ever heard of  Arturo Toscanini - the great conductor?”

Rabbi P. proceeded to recount the remarkable story to his discouraged friend.

“Richard, the commoner does not detect nuance. No one listening to that symphony would be able to realize that 

one meager violin was missing. But The Master, he can hear everything. He knows exactly how that piece of  

music is supposed to sound. That’s what makes him so great.

In our study hall, there could 50, 75, or 100 voices studying תורה at the same time. To the untrained ear it is 

just a cacophony of  sound and clamor. But to The Master, every single utterance is part of  a grand overture, a 

symphony of  cosmic proportions, a holy harmony that pierces the heavens and makes angels sing. Only you can 

provide that, Richard. Without you, the concert just isn’t the same.”

Richard smiled. He seemed at peace. The two walked off  together.

Summer flew by again, that year. But autumn brought bad news.

Richard’s soul was returned to The Conductor in October. But not before many more performances had been 

given...slowly, sweetly, one simple note at a time.

I never met Richard. But I think I can still hear his music.
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DeveLoPmenT.

)1( ובתומר דבורה )סוף פ”ב( כתב: “ואפילו הרשעים יאהב אותם בלבו, ויאמר מי יתן ויהיו אלו צדיקים שבים בתשובה ויהיו כולם אהובים ורצוים למקום ... וכמה יאהב 

בהיותו מזכיר במחשבתו טובות אשר בהם, ויכסה מומם ולא יסתכל בנגעיהם, אלא במדות הטובות אשר בהם...

בפרקי אבות )פ”ד מ”ג( - “הוא היה אומר אל תהי בז לכל אדם ואל תהי מפליג לכל דבר שאין לך אדם שאין לו שעה ואין לך דבר שאין לו מקום”.  ופי‘ התפארת ישראל 

“אל תהי בז לכל אדם” אפילו לכסיל ולבער ומשולל מכל דעת ואפילו אשר הוא רשע למות, תרחם על קלקולם ולא תבזם, כי לא אותם רק בוראם תחרף, ואם כי ממך נעלם 

טעם הווייתם, אלקים הבין דרכו, וכל פעל ה‘ למענהו וגם רשע ליום רעה ]וגם רשע בראו ה‘ ליום רעה שימתיק אותו )שיעשה תשובה( או ליום רעה של עצמו שכשיראו בני 

העולם עונשו ייראו את ה‘[ . “ואל תהי מפליג לכל דבר” פי‘ ואפילו דבר מאוס ושנאוי מכאיב ומצער , מזיק וארסיי כזבובים ויתושים נחשים ועקרבים לא תרחיקם בדעתך 

מצורך העולם... ודי לך לידע כי ה‘ בראם ורק לטובת העולם נבראו,  אף שעכשיו לא תראה בו צורך כלל בעולם מדהוא משולל מכל דעת, ולא עוד אלא שתראהו ג”כ 

דוחק עבדי ה‘ ורודפם והוא כשחפת בעולם, עכ”פ דע שלא לחנם הניחו הקב”ה בחיים עדיין, על כרחך שיש בו עכשיו צורך הנעלם ממך, או שיבוא שעה שיהיה צורך בו 

ומי יודע מהו הטוב שיתגלגל על ידו ואל דעות ה‘.      

וכמו דאמרינן בסוף פרקי אבות )פ”ו מי”א(: “כל מה שברא הקדוש ברוך הוא בעולמו לא בראו אלא לכבודו, שנאמר )ישעיה מג( כל הנקרא בשמי ולכבודי בראתיו 

יצרתיו אף עשיתיו”

בתומר דבורה )סוף פרק ב‘( כתב: “הא‘ הוא לכבד הנבראים כולם, אחר שיכיר בהם מעלת הבורא אשר יצר האדם בחכמה, וכן כל הנבראים חכמת היוצר בהם. ויראה 

בעצמו, שהרי הם נכבדים מאד מאד, שנטפל יוצר הכל החכמה הנעלה על כל בריאתם, ואילו יבזה אותם ח”ו נוגע בכבוד יוצרם ... ואף הקב”ה ירע בעיניו אם יבזו שום 

בריה מבריותיו, וזה שאמר “מה רבו מעשיך ה‘”, לא אמר “גדלו” אלא “רבו”, לשון “רב ביתו”, חשובים מאד, “כולם בחכמה עשית”, ואחר שנטפלה חכמתך בהם רבו וגדלו 

מעשיך. וראוי לאדם להתבונן מתוכם חכמה, לא בזיון. הב‘ ירגיל  עצמו להכניס אהבת בני אדם בלבו ואפילו הרשעים כאילו היו אחיו ויותר מזה, עד שיקבע בלבו אהבת 

בני אדם כולם. 

)2( מהרל בבאר הגולה באר השביעי “בפרק אלו עוברין )פסחים מ”ט, ב‘( “אמר רבי אלעזר עם הארץ מותר לנוחרו ביה”כ שחל להיות בשבת” דבר זה הוא מצד שאין בו 

תורה, ולכך מותר לנוחרו, אבל מצד שכל אדם אף אם אינו בעל תורה הוא בכח להיות בו תורה, שכל שעה אפשר שיקבל התורה, ומפני שהוא בכח על זה הוא כמו שאר 

אדם שיש בו תורה. וכמו התינוק אף שאינו יודע דבר, מ”מ מצד הכח אשר הוא מוכן לתורה או שהוא מוכן להתחבר אל החכמים, הוא יוצא ממשפט ע”ה, וכיון שהוא בכח 

להיות ת”ח לא יאמר שהוא מותר לנוחרו. אבל מ”מ המשפט באמתתו שמותר לנוחרו הוא מצד שהוא ע”ה, ובא ללמדך גנות וגנאי ע”ה, שמצד שהוא ע”ה מותר לנוחרו 

בי”ה שחל להיות בשבת, וזהו הפירוש הברור בדבר זה. כי ר”ל כמה גדול גנות וגנאי ע”ה, כי מצד שהוא ע”ה היה מותר לנוחרו, רק מצד שכל אדם הוא בכח להיות ת”ח, 

שהרי אמרו )מגילה ו‘, ב‘( יגעתי ולא מצאתי אל תאמין ולכך כל אדם הוא בכח על זה, ומצד שהוא בכח על זה הוא כמו ת”ח לענין זה שלא ירע לו אחר שהוא בכח על 

זה. ומ”מ מזה יש לדעת גודל פחיתתו, מה שאין שלימותו רק בכח ואין לו דבר בפועל, ואם מת ולא יצא שכלו אל הפעל, נמצא כי למפרע היה מותר לנוחרו בי”ה, וזה גנות 

וגנאי ולא היה משפטו כמו שאר אדם רק מפני שהיה בכחו להיות ת”ח”.

resPecTing Differences.
)3( במכתב מאליהו )ח”א דף כב( כתב בענין צדיק ורע לו: “הנה המצוה העיקרית היא קידוש ה‘, כי היא כוללת הכל, כל המצוות וכל עניני עבודת ה‘ תוכנם הוא קידוש 

ה‘!  במה שאנו מתגברים על יצרנו כדי לעשות רצונו אנו מקדשים את שמו. ומקרא מפורש הוא: “כל הנקרא בשמי ולכבודי בראתיו ...”. אין הכוונה שה‘ צריך לכבוד הזה, 

אלא כי הוא לטובתינו שנזכה לזכות הגדולה לכבד את שמו יתברך לקדשו ולרוממו על כל המעשים. אמנם אם חבורת אנשים באו לכבד מלך בשר ודם, וכולם ינאמו נאום 

ברכה למלך באותו נוסח ובאותם מילים, איך ירגיש בעצמו הנואם השני, וכל שכן האחרון, בידעם שלא הוסיפו כלום על הקודמים... על כן הוסיף ה‘ בחסדו לברוא כל אדם 

בכוחות והתמזגויות אחרים וגם יצר הרע שלו ומלחמתו שונה מחביריו, וממילא גם קידוש ה‘ שלו שונה מאשר עשו חביריו.  ובכן יש לכל אחד ואחד חלק מיוחד לעולם 

הבא, שהוא שלו ממש, ולא קדמו אחר בו, ויש לכל אחד ואחד נחת רוח ואושר שלמים בשכרו. בשביל זה גם סביבת כל אדם היא כראוי לפי ענינו וכפי אותו קידוש ה‘ 

אשר עליו לקדש. יש אשר עליו לעמוד בנסיון העושר שלא יתגשם בם עד שישכח יוצרו לגמרי ..., ויש אשר עליו לסבול את נסיון העוני וצרות רבות ואע”פ כן לא יהרהר 

אחר מדותיו יתברך.

  SourceS
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