THE CENTRALITY OF
THE LAND OF ISRAEL

he Land of Israel is central to the history of the Jewish people. Its physical and

spiritual qualities have made it the object of yearning of generations of Jews. The
very purpose of the Jewish people — a nation whose highest value is living according
to the wisdom of God — is intimately associated with living in the Land of Israel. On
an individual basis, a person’s growth in character and closeness to God can be greatly
assisted by his presence in the Land of Israel. This class analyzes:

l

How did the Land of Israel become so central to the Jewish people?

What makes the Land of Israel different to other lands?

Why would a piece of land be necessary for the mission of the Jewish
people?

What events are predicted to occur in the Land of Israel in the pre-Messianic
Era?

l

l

l

Class Outline:

Section 1. The Promise of the Land of Israel
Section 1. The Physical Qualities of the Land

Section III.  The Purpose of the Land of Israel
Part A. The Land of Israel as a Place to Perform Mitzvot
Part B. The Land of Israel as a Means for the Perfection of the Jewish
People
Part C. The Land of Israel as the Paramount Location for Torah Study
Part D. The Land of Israel as a Model Society for the World

Section IV.  The Spiritual Qualities of the Land of Israel
Part A. God’s Presence is More Easily Recognized in the Land of Israel
Part B. Divine Intervention in Everyday Affairs (Hashgachah Pratit) is
More Easily Recognized in the Land of Israel
Part C: Prophecy is Only Possible in the Land of Israel

Section V.  The Land of Israel in the Pre-Messianic Era
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

SECTION I. THE PROMISE OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

The Jewish connection and claim to the Land of Israel dates back to Avraham (Abraham) (c. 1800 B.C.E.).
The promise of the land to him and his descendants was re-iterated by God through history. Each of the
forefathers — Avraham, Yitzchak (Isaac) and Yaakov (Jacob) — was assured that the land would belong to their
descendants.

1. Bereishit (Genesis) 12:1-2 — The instruction to Avraham to go to the Land of Israel as a
fulfillment of his spiritual destiny to bring ethical monotheism to the world.

Go [for your benefit], from your land, from your P TN TEIND T T DN OX 190NN
relatives, and from your father’s house to the land 999381 5173 05 TWYRY IR MR PINT OX PR
that I will show you. And I will make you into 71992 P T O

a great nation; I will bless you, and make your
name great, and you shall be a blessing.

2. 1Ibid. 26:2-3 — The Promise to Yitzchak and his offspring that they would receive the land.

God appeared to him [Yitzchak] and said: “... TR PIND 1O TS T ON NN T POR RN
live in this land and I will be with you and bless -ib YD IDTANY TAY TPANY SN PIND 07’5?{ TN
you. For to you and your offspring will I give all YL AN TR DN IEINT 55 PN AN T
these lands, and establish the oath that I swore to PN DINING IYAWS TN
Avraham your father.”
3. 1Ibid. 35:9-12 — The Promise of the Land to Yaakov and his offspring.

And God appeared to Yaakov again when he 7920 DIN JTOD NI T 3P DR DION XN
came from Paddan-aram, and He blessed him. TV IO RIP RD 3PP O DOTOR 19 RN 0N
Then God said to him: “Your name is Yaakov. DN M TIN NI T I N DN D 3
Your name shall not always be called Yaakov, but D91 51 713 7190 YT N N DTN 1D TN

Yisrael (Israel) shall be your name ... the land
that I gave to Avraham and to Yitzchak, I will give
to you; and to your offspring after you I will give
the land.”

TR PINT O NS PO 205 Ton P
TN TINN YD TEON TP PAYD O7ANS 1
PN DN

4. Shemot (Exodus) 3:8 — The promise of the national redemption from Egyptian slavery and
guidance to the Land of Israel.

[God said to Moses:] “I will come down to rescue DR NI YINT 10 1051 D310 T 18 TN

them from the hand of Egypt, and to bring them .. WATY25M 13t PN 5N 130 1 7N
up from that land to a good and spacious land, to

a land flowing with milk and honey ...”

5. Yehoshua (Joshua) 1:2-4 — The entry of Yehoshua and the nation to the Land of Israel after
forty years of wandering in the Sinai Desert. The delineation of the Land’s boundaries.

[God said to Yehoshua:] “Moshe (Moses) My 59 70N T T IR 93P DD IO I 1Ay
servant has died. Now, arise, cross this Jordan, ST 2335 DD 173 IIN TR PINTON T oy
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you and this entire people, to the land that T give
to them, to the Children of Israel. Every place
upon which the sole of your foot will tread I

have given to you, as I spoke to Moshe. From the
desert and this Lebanon until the great river, the
Euphrates River, all the land of the Hittites until
the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun will be
your boundary.”

THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

WWNRD YO 00913 0559 A5 7170 W DP9
ST 5N 11737

179D 3 DY A T T a0 3T
I W R D10 D T D00 PIN 5D
;0051

Rashi, Bereishit 1:1 — The Torah begins with a history of the world to prove to the Jewish
people themselves that the Land rightfully belongs to whomever God grants it.

The commandments of the Torah include many which are dependent upon the occupancy of the Land

of Israel by the Jewish people. The Jews might react to their claim with a guilty conscience, feeling that
the Land rightfully belongs to others. The Torah therefore begins with a history of the world and the
development of the nation to prove to the Jewish people themselves that the Land rightfully belongs to

whomever God grants it (based on Nachalat Yaakov, Bereishit 1:1)

“In the beginning [of God’s creating the heavens
and the earth].” Rabbi Yitzchak said: “God

only needed to begin the Torah from ‘This
month shall be for you [the beginning of the
months]’ (Shemot 12:2) because this is the first
commandment which the People of Israel were
commanded. What is the reason that He began
with the book of Bereishit?

“Because [He wished to convey the message of
the verse], ‘The power of His acts He told to His
people, in order to give them the inherited land
of the nations’ (Tehillim/Psalms 111:6). So that if
the nations of the world will say to Israel, ‘You are
thieves, for you conquered the lands of the seven
nations [who inhabited the Land of Canaan],
Israel will say to them, ‘The whole earth belongs
to the Holy One, Blessed be He. He created it and
He gave it to the one found proper in His eyes.
By His wish He gave it to them, and by His wish
He took it from them and gave it to us’ (Bereishit
Rabbah 1:2).”

1 will gather all of the nations and bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat and I will
contend with them there concerning My people
and My possession, Israel, that they dispersed
among the nations, and they divided up My land.

TN - [YINT N DB N DTN N3] SPwNa
NON 17077 [R] D05 98 10 NS Py 039
IR MEH X005 IR TN (32 M)
2MPWNTI3 IOD DY Y SN [a] mosiw

D> 505 MY T YYD [ (VNP D°510) Db
oo SN W NNAN 1IN DN, DM 1D
D> DN OF7,000 YA MIIN DNwAsY ,DNN
22 RS IO RT3 NIRRT D PN 9
% NN O 10 WS 0D B WSS, YA

7. Yoel (Joel) 4:2 — The nation of Israel is called “My people,” and the Land of Israel “My land” —
it is fitting that “My people” were given “My land.”

DOV PIRY SR DNTINM 07 5 N 83
1D WUN ORI 10 Y By D DRy opw
APRMIN N D
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

SECTION II. THE PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE LAND

What are the unique physical features of the Land of Israel?

1. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 8:7-10 — The Land is fertile and filled with natural resources.

For the Lord, your God, is bringing you to a good D1 9513 PN T30 PIN DR TR0 TON 190
land: a land with streams of water, of springs FDW 0N IR 19031 TYPIT DORS A Y
and underground water coming forth in valley N5 TN PIN: WAT TOW I PIN T TN 15

and mountain; a land of wheat, barley, grape, fig, SN PIN 712 53 9010 8 DS 73 HIN Moona

faivmizaBabe 3 Rsativiniinhininkuiininieslolin i Rytimi
279103 MN T30 PINT DY PSR 70N 11972

and pomegranate; a land of oil-olives and date-
honey; a land where you will eat bread without
poverty — you will lack nothing there; a land
whose stones are iron and from whose mountains
you will mine copper. You will eat and you will
be satisfied, and bless the Lord, your God, for the
good land that he gave you.

2. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Ketubot 111b — A land flowing with milk and honey.

Rami, the son of Yechezkel, traveled to Bnei Brak. WY IO 1T, P92 235 YOPN SRPIT 9219
There he saw goats eating under the fig trees. NI5M PN KT AIDY PR N 'fbDNI’-‘
Honey was dripping from the figs, and milk was 95 20T TN T T 29 I

flowing from the goats, and they mixed together.
He exclaimed, “This is [a land] flowing with milk
and honey!”

R/

3. Josephus, The Jewish Wars (First Century), Book III, 3:2, Penguin Publications, p. 192 — The
land is highly fertile and productive.

For the whole area is excellent for crops or pasturage and rich in trees of every kind, so that by its
fertility it invites even those least inclined to work on the land. In fact, every inch of it has been
cultivated by the inhabitants and not a parcel goes to waste. It is thickly covered with towns, and
thanks to the natural abundance of the soil, the many villages are so densely populated that the
smallest of them has more than 15,000 inhabitants.

4. Maharsha, Chiddushei Aggadot, Sanhedrin 98a — The fertility of the Land of Israel is
dependent on the presence of the Jewish people.

As long as Israel does not dwell on its land, 55 [.93 997 DRI BRI 99 1780 71O ¥R TP PR]
the Land does not give her fruits, as she is TIP3 PINT PR DINTR 5 DRI PR 108
accustomed. When she will begin to reflourish, oW P I M IS MWD SN 7577

however, and give of her fruits, this is the clear
sign that the end — the time of Redemption — is
approaching, when all of Israel will return to
their land.

JIITN 5P SR 1P 1IN 0t 82D 37w
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

5. Rashi, Devarim 1:25 — The Land of Israel is higher than all other lands

“[The spies took fruit of the Land of Israel] and PIRY T3 - WOHN 1T [R5 950 DT 1]
brought it down to us.” This tells us that the SNSINT 5O TRy ORI
Land of Israel is higher than all other lands.

6. Maharsha, Chiddushei Aggadot, Kiddushin 69a — The Land of Israel is highest in a physical

sense.
[The Maharsha comments on the following SR PINT, DN PIR D31 M3 wIRnT Y
statement in the Gemara:] “The Temple is higher DI MBS N O RN 591 A

Israel is higher than all other lands.” The earth
is [a sphere] like an apple, and the location of
the Temple is at the center [focus] of the earth,
and so too the Land of Israel [both are viewed
as being at the top of the sphere. Therefore,
traveling from anywhere to the Land of Israel is
viewed as an ascent.]

7. Maharal, Chiddushei Aggadot, Kiddushin 69a — Since the earth is a sphere, there is no
highest point in a physical sense. Therefore, the Land of Israel is highest in a spiritual sense.

[The Maharal comments on a statement in the 591 WIRBT 1 MEINT Do0 133 SR PN
Gemara:] “The Land of Israel is higher than all BRI 5OB TR ORI PIN 03 71 5N IR
the lands, and the Temple is higher than all of NI 920 HNTL 1IN 590 TR W
the Land of Israel.” The reason is because the 55 NI M NI DY T

Land of Israel is more holy than all other lands,
and the Temple is more holy than the rest of the
Land of Israel. That which is holy is referred to as
“above”, and that which is material is referred to
as “below.”

Therefore, even if it is true that the earth is like T NI NITPINT 520 NN DN AN TN

a sphere, [but] the sphere appears the same 12 DP 533 WRIT IR L L T8 503
from all sides ... [and therefore] it is possible to DI 301 K NI WRI I W DD, NI
[arbitrarily] assume that any point on the sphere TV OIDIPINT IR DY TN NI TR
is the highest point. [In other words, why should IV, NI ORI PN ON T WK N
we assume that the Land of Israel is the highest o WTPIEA A5 O NS POV XIS

point of the sphere?]

Nevertheless, one should assume that the top

of the sphere is the Land of Israel since its level
of holiness is higher than the rest of the world.
Therefore, when one travels to the Land of Israel
one refers to it as “ascending.” And it is a further
ascent when one travels to the Temple.
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

SECTION III. THE PURPOSE OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

What is the source of the Jewish longing to return to the Land of Israel, despite centuries of exile? Surely the
Jewish people dwelled in host countries whose natural resources were comparable to the Land of Israel. The
Land of Israel is not only superior in its natural resources, but also in its spiritual resources.

PART A. THE LAND OF ISRAEL AS A PLACE TO PERFORM MITZVOT

Many mitzvot of the Torah, in particular those related to agriculture and to the Jewish kingship, are
dependent on dwelling in the Land of Israel. In fact, the Land of Israel is the ideal place for the performance
of all the mitzvot. According to many authorities, there is therefore a positive mitzvah to live in the Holy
Land, where one is able to achieve a closer connection with God, and perform His commandments on the
highest level.

1. Devarim 6:1, 12:1 — The mitzvot are to be performed in the Land of Israel.

This is the commandment, and the decrees, IS TN DPLOWIBM DRI IS SN
and the ordinances that the Lord, your God, DI TR PINI MW DOOR THbS DA5-R
commanded to teach you, to perform in the land A5 Y DAY

to which you are crossing, to possess it.

These are the decrees and the ordinances that you YN YS DN IR DRDWHT DM 5N
shall observe to perform in the land that Hashem, TR DM 59 D 5 PRAN T9-K 11 W
the God of your forefathers, has given you, to STTNT 5V DM OPN

possess it, all the days that you live on the land.

2. Ramban (Nachmanides), Vayikra (Leviticus) 18:25, — Performance of the mitzvot outside the
Land of Israel is only a “rehearsal” for their performance in the Land.

The Sages stated in the Sifri: “[If your hearts lead ,(P N D137) 1970 DOTANY, (D 3pY) TI0D3 1IN
you astray and you serve and bow to other gods] YIRS RIS PINT 11 DIMN T3 2INY 0D By AN
and you will quickly be banished [from the good DWTA DY5Y 1 NS IBAIWOY MSna IR P
land that God gives you]” (Devarim 11:17): Even TN PN 35 AL N 59 DYIW PTNS S

though I [God] am exiling you from the Land
of Israel, you should still perform mitzvot so
that when you return they will not be new and

TO Y KD MRANOY DN NuwRnn N R
=" iai

unfamiliar to you. An analogy: a man is upset
with his wife and sends her to her father’s house.
He says to her: “Keep wearing your jewelry, so
that when you return they will not be new and
unfamiliar to you.”

3. Pitchei Teshuvah, Even Ha’Ezer 75:1 — According to most authorities, the mitzvah of living in
the Land of Israel applies at all times.

Ramban numbers this mitzvah among the [613] NP, I8 5593 91 I8 I 1490
mitzvot, from the verse, “You will inherit it, and 55739 ‘-bww N?T997 .99 DO SN DO
dWeu upon it” (Devarim 1121) He further 1’[’093 ]IZ/'I-'I TNIN0E D 99D NIPRTO FN8HS
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

states that it is equal in gravity to all of the M3 SYa 5491 Y PTN...3 #5D D YD
mitzvot, as the Sifrei states. Even the Terumat R a D}’P$ DM D231 59 94N .DDWD

Hadeshen, in his rulings (85), lauded this mitzvah
... And this is the truth, as the Netivot Hamishpat
has also affirmed. Therefore, all times are equal
concerning this mitzvah [and it applies even
during times of exile].

4. Sifrei 28 — Dwelling in the Land of Israel is equated to all of the mitzvot.

“You shall posses it [the land] and you shall settle D"937) MWYS DRHLN 3 DAL SN DN
in it. You must be careful to fulfill [all the decrees 557335 TOPW SRS IR AL ... (35 RO X
and the laws that I present before you today]” TN MRn

(Devarim 11:31-32) ... settling the land of Israel
is equated with all the mitzvot of the Torah.

Further, Rambam (Maimonides) maintains that if, in theory, a time would ever come when no Jews at all
would live in the Land of Israel, the entire Jewish calendar would lose its validity, and we would not be able
to observe any of the festivals (Rambam, Sefer HaMitzvot, Positive Commandment 153). The presence of
Jews on the Land is therefore a prerequisite for the practice of Judaism everywhere.

5. Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 111a — There is great reward for those in the Land of Israel.

All who walk four amot in the Land of Israel are RITL 1 MM SRS PINI MINN PN 00 5O
guaranteed to be in the World to Come. N3 obwnn

PART B. THE LAND OF ISRAEL AS A MEANS FOR THE PERFECTION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE .

The Land of Israel is a means for the Jewish people to strive for perfection. The Land is not a pre-requisite for
our existence.

1. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. III, pp. 33-34 — First we became a nation, then
we received the land. Our existence as a nation does not depend on the land.

The purpose of leaving Egypt was to receive PIN DN .05 153 NOT D080 FINRY 1950
the Torah. We received the land of Israel as an b PR, AN N D”Pb 4yt mayma u‘;;lj SR
“Instrument” or a means with which to fulfill the FINT T35 2R3 RN 1SR O

Torah. We have no other purpose in [living in]
the Land of Israel apart from this.

The Jewish people did not receive the land of DY 53 7770 YINT DN S0P XD SR oY
Israel in the same way that other nations need SRS DY PO DY TN TR NEEd PPt
a piece of land to ensure their physical survival. 53’13 T N, DI KR MRS 93703 TN
The Jewish people were born in the desert after 139 20375 19515 AR 9203 B ANY, 2w

leaving Egypt. We received the Torah there, and
were taken from there as “a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation” (Shemot 19:6).

K an i)
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

We did not become a nation by settling together
in the Land of Israel. Rather, on the contrary,
through our being a [unified] nation we received
the Torah, then we remained in the desert for
forty years eating manna, and only after all this
did we receive an additional “instrument” with
which to fulfill the Torah: the Land of Israel.

DI DY I NON DY W3 “R3 Daw»nna 8D
I DYIIN TR 2,700 AN YR oy
2P 191 IR £7,110 19ON 93703 1T MODn
SR YIN INPN 0vRS AN “hy”

2. 1Ibid. Vol. I, p. 422 — The land of Israel is a place to strive for a perfection of character and

service of God that is not possible elsewhere.

[Rabbi Friedlander comments on the following
phrase in the Aleinu prayer:] “He has not made
us like the nations of the [other] lands ...”
certainly, the Land of Israel is for us a wondrous
“Instrument” and means with which to serve
God in a perfect way, by means of the mitzvot
that can only be done in the land and [because
of] its special holiness. The perfection that one
can achieve in the Land of Israel is not possible
outside it. On the other hand, the existence of the
Jewish people is not dependent on their being in
the Land of Israel. When we are exiled from the
Land of Israel and dwell in other countries, we
remain the same nation of God as we were while
living in the Land of Israel.

DRI PIN ORTNI. .. CINSINT VD By XY
-5y a1 TayS 8O3 5 uhawa N
failairivin i aniniianbainiZanre EunFaikbinia Ba) ipar!
TTRD IR, DM TS NIy o3 “Na 1 oY
PRI P 03 I 1R DN DY DY RD%
DPIRWS BN NS DN DD NI, ORI
DUNI WA 1D T OV DY N D3

PART C. THE LAND OF ISRAEL AS THE PARAMOUNT LOCATION FOR TORAH STUDY

Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler below comments on the following two statements regarding Torah study in

the Land of Israel:

1. Sifrei, Parshat Eikev — Torah study in the Land of Israel is incomparable to learning

elsewhere.

There is no Torah [study] like that of the Land of
Israel.

Sxw YINONO2 7NN PN

2. Talmud Bavli, Bava Batra 155b — Wisdom is easily attained in the Land of Israel.

The air of the Land of Israel makes a person
wise.

Ralelgta bR ik YINT NN

3. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. III, p. 196 — The Land of Israel is most

conducive for Torah study.

[Based on the above two sources, Rabbi Dessler

Israel 8
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

comments:] One who engages in Torah study WM DRI BN WINTA.. LTS TYEW A3
in the Land of Israel is assisted greatly by God, YINI DFRDMD SN RO DPYE T
and receives a unique flow of spiritual energy ... AP 2170 DPOER T3 DO B SN

In our generation we see firsthand how young M2 DO NS I 73T DR 190 D

people are developing and growing through SN N A

engaging in Torah in the Land of Israel. They
ascend in their studies, they are successful
acquiring knowledge in all areas of the Gemara,
and they accomplish much more than they would
have in Torah institutions outside of the Land of
Israel.

May the Holy One pour assistance upon us and 71370591 DY SY 5w WOV HwN 43R

us prepare ourselves to be fitting recipients [for DB N T2 WS DA T 0o
such assistance], and not underestimate its value.

Rather, in our growth in Torah and awareness
of God, may we utilize such assistance to its full
extent.

PART D. THE LAND OF ISRAEL AS A MODEL SOCIETY FOR THE WORLD

1. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Bereishit 48:3-4 — Individuals in a Jewish society will play
different roles, but are all bound by a common “spiritual and moral mission and outlook in
life.”

The Jewish nation is to represent agriculture as well as commerce, militarism as well as culture and
learning. The Jewish people will be a nation of farmers, a nation of businessmen, a nation of soldiers
and a nation of science. Thereby, as a model nation, to establish the truth that the one great personal
and national task which God revealed in His Torah is not dependent on any particular kind of talent or
character trait, but that the whole of humanity in all its shades of diversity can equally find its calling
in one common spiritual and moral mission and outlook in life.

2. Rabbi Yehudah Halevi, Sefer HaKuzari, 2:16 — The purpose of the Land of Israel is to rectify

the world.
This land, which was designated for the purpose M9V, O 53 19D DT IR PIRG
of rectifying the entire world, was set aside as 0, NS 1503 1IN SN 33 A o
an inheritance for the tribes of the sons of Israel 29 DTN 12 175A] D 15y DI SN
after the Generation of the Dispersion [the tower “[..omy 1o

of Babel]. This is what is meant by the verse:
“When the Supreme One gave the nations their
inheritance, when He separated the children

of man, He set the borders of the peoples...”
(Devarim 32:8).

3. Rabbi Becher, Gateway to Judaism — Expectations of a higher standard.

The tremendous media scrutiny of Israel and the extraordinary amount of attention paid to this tiny
country in the Middle East may well be due to the fact that, deep down, people expect something

9 Israel



THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

more of Israel and the Jews. There is a sense that the State of Israel should have higher standards than
its neighbors and the rest of the world — and indeed it should. This idea is beautifully expressed in the
following verses in the Book of Yeshayahu/Isaiah (2:3):

“And many nations will go and say, ‘Let us go and ascend to the mountain of God, to the Temple of
the God of Jacob; and we will be instructed in His ways, and we will walk in His paths’; for from Zion
shall come forth the Torah, and the word of God from Jerusalem”.

Israel is supposed to be the place to which the people of the world look for guidance in moral
behavior.

SECTION IV. THE SPIRITUAL QUALITIES OF THE LAND OF
ISRAEL

PART A. GOD’S PRESENCE IS MORE EASILY RECOGNIZED IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL

Although God permeates all of time and space equally, we are not able to perceive His Presence equally in
all times and all places (Rabbi Chaim Volozhin, Nefesh HaChaim, Shaar 3, Ch. 4-6; Zohar, Raya Meheimnah
3:225a).

1. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu Vol. I, p. 11 — Generations of Jews are drawn to the
sublime holiness of the Land of Israel.

It is amazing to consider how over the last 2,000

years of exile from our Land, the love for the

Land has remained in our hearts. How is this love

possible?

[The answer is that] the Land of Israel does not
represent a center of our nationhood the way it
does for other nations. If that were the case, the
Holy Land would already have been forgotten,
like other nations who forget their homeland
after long periods of exile. Rather, the love for
the Land is rooted in holiness. The holiness

of this land — in which God is [readily] found
—is the same holiness that is inside of us. It is
an inheritance located in our souls, which we
received from Avraham, after he overcame the
test of lech lecha [in which he had to leave his
home, his birthplace, and his country to come
the Land of Israel].

PRI, ERIND WO Y DOONR TN 1003 D
21353 3NN TN

IN D — DY D3N 100 NYmIND NORN 1 PN D 1
MO, M MO AT PIN 14 0 930

W 737N DN, D3IND 37 1% o DY INY3
DY, NI YN TRATRI N, TR TR
NOTT RN 00,153 TR T TRAYTR TENY,T4apn A
75 11033 Ty W T0Y ,DINAN WIAND MDD
)

2. Midrash Rabbah, Shemot 2:2 — The Shechinah will never leave the Western Wall.

Israel

Rav Acha said: The Shechinah [Presence of God]

will never leave the Western Wall, as it is written,

“Behold, He stands behind our wall” (Shir
HaShirim/Song of Songs, 2:9).
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THE CENTRALITY OF THE LAND OF ISRAEL

3. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim Vol. III, p. 289 — The Shechinah is most revealed in

the land of Israel.

[Rabbi Friedlander cites a phrase from The
Understanding Heart, Da’at Tevunot, by the
Ramchal and explains it:] “The place for the
revelation of the light of the Shechinah [Presence
of God] in its complete form is in the land of
Israel” — the root of the revelation comes from

a high [spiritual] level, and the effect of this
revelation is manifested in the Land of Israel.

MPIRI T DI NI WP MYown N
,T123 DI T NPT WY — “ONR PIN TY
— SR PIND 0IN0 SY103 oW 1) yow
YOWT DYDY PRNN A8 T, LTRnN 0PN
DN PR SR DYS PR 10N oD

4. Rabbi Yehudah HaLevi, Sefer HaKuzari 4:10 — It is not a coincidence that many religions feel

a special connection to Israel.

The two religions that came after yours
[Christianity and Islam which followed Judaism]
— when they acknowledge the truth and do not
deny it, then they attribute great virtue to this
place [the Land of Israel], and say that it is the
place of prophets, a gate to heaven, a place of
complete justice ...

IPRY N DTN O DN, D2IAN NI MNT0 00
INIINT RYTT DI P MDD N TN
DIPIY DB WL DR MDY DIPH K11

SN aninaie)li7arn]

PART B. DIVINE INTERVENTION IN EVERYDAY AFFAIRS (HASHGACHAH PRATIT) IS MORE

EASILY RECOGNIZED IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL

1. Devarim 11:12 — God’s involvement with the Land of Israel is more intense.

A land that the Lord your God scrutinizes
constantly; the eyes of the Lord your God are
always upon it, from the beginning of the year
until the end of the year.

M2 TION 1OPY TR N WIT PION TN PIN
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2. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim, Vol. III, p. 34 — God’s personal intervention is more
easily recognized in the Land of Israel and it is easier to attain closeness to Him.

It is true that the eyes of God are focused on

the entire world, nevertheless, compared to the
rest of the world, we recognize God’s personal
intervention in everyday affairs (hashgachah
pratit) in a more pronounced fashion in the Land
of Israel. This is what is meant by the verse:

“A land that the Lord, your God, scrutinizes
constantly...” (Devarim 11:12).

This is the special power of the Land of Israel:
there is the opportunity for greater closeness

to the Holy One, and it teaches us about God’s
intervention in everyday affairs. For this reason
prophecy is only possible in the Land of Israel ...
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PART C. PROPHECY IS ONLY POSSIBLE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL

1. Ramban, Devarim 18:15 — Prophecy only exists in Israel.

“A prophet from your midst, from your brethren, 117D ,“739P0” DY - 3B PAND T2IPD N
like me [Moshe] shall the Lord, your God, LLoN PN NON TN PNY
establish for you” — The phrase “from your midst”

hints that prophecy only exists in the Land of

Israel.

2. Rabbi Yehudah HalLevi, Sefer HaKuzari 2:14 — One can have prophecy outside of the Land of
Israel if it is for the sake of the Jewish people (when there had been prior prophecy inside the
Land).

Anyone who had prophecy, only had it inside of ST IN T3 DN *D NI RS R M 5o
the Land of Israel or for the sake of Israel.

3. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Though, Vol. 1, 6:44, 6:88 — Prophecy can only be
achieved in the Land of Israel when the majority of the world’s Jews live in the land.

Since prophecy requires the highest degree of sanctification, it can only be attained in the Land of
Israel, which is the Holy Land. It is thus written, “God your Lord will raise up a prophet in your
midst” (Devarim 18:15). This implies that prophecy would only take place in the Land of Israel when
it is settled by the Israelites (Sifri, Yalkut Shimoni 1:919). A prophet can therefore only obtain his
first revelation in the Holy Land, however, he can later obtain a vision even in other lands (Rashi,
Yechezkel/Ezekiel 1:3), provided that it is absolutely necessary for the sake of Israel. Even in such
cases, however, the vision could only be obtained in a secluded place, such as in a valley or near a
river, which is not contaminated by the general populace (Mechiltah, Shemot 12:1).

Moreover, prophecy can only exist in the Holy Land when it is inhabited by the majority of Israelites
in the world. Therefore, when the majority of Israelites refused to return to the Holy Land in the time
of Ezra, the land ceased to have its special status with respect to prophecy, and prophecy ceased to
exist (Yoma 9b). However, it will be restored in the Messianic age, when the majority of Israelites once
again live in the Holy Land.

SECTION V. THE LAND OF ISRAEL IN THE
PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

1. Devarim 30:3-5 — The promise of the return from exile to the Land of Israel.

And the Lord your God will return you from your 591 TR 3N THAT TN DX PHON 47 31
captivity, and have compassion upon you. He will M3 TP DR I PIPR 4198700 MR DY
return and gather you from among all the nations SR DI PION 1 TR D DY AEa
... And the Lord your God will bring you into the AP TIIN WP RN FINTON PN T3

land that your fathers inherited. You will acquire

SPHAND 39 TR0
it, and He will make you even more prosperous 1 L L

and numerous than your fathers.
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2. Yechezkel 11:17 — Ingathering from among the nations.

Therefore, say [to the people]: “Thus says God: DOBYT 12 BN S8R 47 3TN N 10 MmN b
I will assemble you from the nations, and gather ST D12 DZ0) TR MEINT 11 DN NIOON)
you in from the lands where you have been SR TR AN 05

scattered and I will give you the Land of Israel.”

3. Siddur, Shemoneh Esrei (Silent Standing Prayer), 10 blessing — Jews pray three times a day
that they return to the Land of Israel.

Sound the great shofar for our freedom, raise the 53 vapd 03 RE,3Mand 1T 9Dwa ¥
banner to gather our exiles and gather us together YaPM 1 AR T3 PINT MDD YIIND T UL
from the four corners of the earth. Blessed are SN Y T

You, God, Who gathers in the dispersed of His
people Israel.

4. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, Vol. II, 24:18 — In the unfolding of
Messianic Era, the Jews will return to the Land of Israel and Jerusalem will be rebuilt.

One of the most important traditions regarding the Messianic Era concerns the ingathering of the
Diaspora and the resettlement of the Land of Israel. There are numerous traditions that the Jewish
people will begin to return to the Land of Israel as a prelude to the Messiah. The ingathering will begin
with a measure of political independence (Rabbi Chama, Sanhedrin 98a), and according to some, with
the permission of the other nations (Ramban, Shir HaShirim 8:13).

As the holiest spot in the Land of Israel, Jerusalem is the most important city that must be rebuilt there
(Responsa Chassam Sofer, Yoreh De’ah 234). There is a tradition that the ingathering of the exiles and
the rebuilding of Jerusalem will go hand in hand as the two most important preludes to the coming of
the Messiah. According to this tradition, first a small percentage of the exiles will return to the Holy
Land, and then Jerusalem will come under Jewish control and be rebuilt. Only then will the majority
of Jews in the world return to their homeland. It is thus written, “God is rebuilding Jerusalem; [then]
He will gather in the dispersed on Israel” (Tehillim147:2) (see Berachot 49a, and Rashi there).

5. Passover Haggadah — Our prayer that the Jewish people will soon return to Jerusalem.

Next year in Jerusalem! DO NI IS
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