THE MESSIAH 1

The Concept of the Messiah, His Necessity, and Qualifications

elief and yearning for the coming of the Mashiach (literally, “the anointed one,”
Bthe Messiah) is one of the fundamental principles of Judaism. When the concept
of the Mashiach is appreciated, history is no longer viewed as a random series of
events, but rather a planned destiny leading to a utopian goal.

Throughout history, civilization has undergone, and will continue to experience,
paradigm shifts which require the world to adapt to new realities. For example, the
world progressed from an agricultural society to an industrialized civilization. Today,
we are in transition to a new internet-driven eco-geo-political “Flat World.” These
transitions mark the world’s changes from tribal societies to organized countries with
governments, from agrarians to hi tech, mega-industrial producers.

Jewish history, too, has transformational historical markers, but they do not measure
social or technological progress. Rather, these periods reflect changes in the spiritual
environment that God offers humanity to exercise its free will and achieve perfection.
Examples are life in Gan Eden and afterwards, the First and Second Temple Periods,
and after the destruction of the Second Temple. It is in this context that we can
understand the Jewish concept of the Mashiach and the Messianic age.

In this first class on the Mashiach we will demonstrate that belief in the concept

of a messiah is central to Judaism. We will discuss who the Mashiach will be, his
qualifications, and what he is expected to accomplish. The second class on the
Mashiach will explore the phase of history known as the Messianic Era, when that will
occur, and what we can do to hasten its arrival.

This class will address the following questions:

2 ‘What role does belief in Mashiach play in the Jewish religion?

@ QOur free choice will be greatly diminished after Mashiach’s arrival. Since the
purpose of life is to use our free will for the good, why do we hope for an
era when we won't be able to use it?

@ Who will the Mashiach be, and how will we know that he is the
Mashiach?
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Class Outline:

Section I. World History and the Necessity for Mashiach
Part A. Overview of Jewish Eschatology
Part B. Why Do We Need Mashiach?
Part C. The Garden of Eden and the Tree of Knowledge
Part D. Tikun Olam
Part E. What Then?

Section II. The Centrality of Belief in the Mashiach

Section III. Who is the Mashiach?
Part A. Basic Qualifications

Part B. His Accomplishments

SECTION I. WORLD HISTORY AND THE NECESSITY FOR
MASHIACH

In this section we will explore the purpose of the Messianic Age and develop an understanding of the
Mashiach in the context of God’s eternal plan for humanity. We will also see how the Messianic period
is an integral part of “This World,” yet is the bridge to the “World to Come” and Techiat HaMaitim , the
Resurrection of the Dead.

PART A. OVERVIEW OF JEWISH ESCHATOLOGY

1. Rabbi Yaakov Astor, Soul Searching, pp. 93-95 — There are three main components of Jewish
eschatology.

The word eschatology is defined in the dictionary as a branch of theology concerned with the final
events of the history of the world. The truth is that eschatology is not exclusively the domain of
religion. The most striking example of a secular eschatology would be Marxism: the convulsions and
agonies of the class war, its evils resolving themselves into the classless society, the withering of the
state and the blissful existence ever after.

Jewish eschatology is made up of three basic pieces:
1) “The Era of the Messiah.”

2) “The Afterlife.”

3) “The World of Resurrection.”

The Messiah, according to traditional Jewish sources, will be a human being born of a flesh and blood
mother and father, unlike the Christian idea that has him as the son of God conceived immaculately.
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In fact, Maimonides (Rambam) writes that the Messiah will complete his job and then die like
everyone else. (See Morasha class on Comparative Religions).

What's his job? To end the agony of history and usher in a new era of bliss for humanity at large. The
time period in which he emerges and completes his task is called the Messianic Era ...

The Afterlife proper is called in the traditional sources Olam Haba , or the World to Come. However,
the same term, “Olam Haba ,” is also used to refer to the renewed utopian world of the future — the
World of Resurrection, Olam HaT’chiah (as explained in the next paragraph). The former is the place
righteous souls go to after death — and they have been going there since the first death. That place is
also sometimes called the World of Souls. It a place where souls exist in a disembodied state, enjoying
the pleasures of closeness to God ...

The World of Resurrection, by contrast, “no eye has seen,” the Talmud remarks. Its a world, according
to most authorities, where the body and soul are reunited to live eternally in a truly perfected state.
That world will only first come into being after the Messiah and will be initiated by an event known as
the “Great Day of Judgment,” (Yom HaDin HaGadol). The World of Resurrection is thus the ultimate
reward, a place where the body becomes eternal and spiritual, while the soul becomes even more so.

PART B. WHY DO WE NEED MASHIACH?

Judaism maintains that the purpose of man in this world is the correct deployment of his free will in
choosing good over evil. In the Messianic era, however, God’s Presence will become clearly apparent to

the world, all but eliminating the necessity to choose between seemingly conflicting alternatives. With the
revelation of God and diminution of the inclination toward evil, making the “correct” choice will come more
naturally. It seems strange to hope for a time when the opportunity to exercise full free choice will be greatly

diminished.

Ramchal (Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto), Derech Hashem (The Way of God) 1:2:1-1:3:2 —
Man must earn his perfection through the correct application of his free will, which can only
happen in a physical world.

Godss purpose in Creation was to bestow of His LA P 1390 05 0T AN YO T
good to another ... His wisdom therefore decreed DINTTT SPIPINT 20T MINSHY R0 1 10 by
that the nature of this true benefaction be His P12 92T N1 DIPR IR e

giving created things the opportunity to attach
themselves to Him to the greatest degree possible

for them.

God’s wisdom, however, decreed that for such 9% DI L IDITW DD WWONY MW NG
gOOd to be perfect, the one enjoying it must be 19 T3 SR INT ’wa MO ﬂvnbw ,U-WDDH
its master. That is, he must earn it for himself ... AR AT I M - WD NI 21 Sy

man must earn his perfection through his own
free will and desire ... It was necessary, therefore,
for man to be given free will, to be balanced
between good and evil and not compelled toward

AT 12 5P L8N PRI Y I8 09N
NS TP P AN NN 93T MY
DI TAND MM N PTISN

either.
In order that God’s goal best be achieved, the MM TR DO T 9370 D oD
Highest Wisdom decreed that man should 1T, D000 MWD 0D DINT T IOy
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consist of two opposites. These are his pure TN Sow , Mop PRI 21 ,779M 5 SO
spiritual soul and his unenhghtened physical S IS a7 BT '1135 YA T DD
body. Each one is drawn toward its nature, so ToowS

that the body inclines toward the material, while
the soul leans toward the spiritual.

The two are then in constant battle. If the soul W 9230 DNY IDINT, TR0 DI N3DM
prevails, it not only elevates itself but the body DTN NN ST, Y A0 oYM N 5N
as Well, and the individual [hETEbY attains his W ial)sratl nv:abw: Dbﬂwwn

destined perfection.

The age of Mashiach, a time of great spiritual awareness and diminution of physical drives, seems to deny us
the purpose of our existence.

2. Ramban (Nachmanides), Devarim (Deuteronomy) 30:6 — In the era of Mashiach there will be
no reward for choosing good because there will be no desire for evil left to overcome.

In the days of the Mashiach a person will not WA T SAN POM DIRI 1 ND MW
have a desire [for evil]; rather, he will naturally 3,931 NO1 19t 8D DA PN -[3»951 JINTT YN
do what is right. And therefore there will be no DM DS HF N

merit and no demerit [for his actions], because
merit and demerit are a function of desire.

The new state of affairs ushered in by Mashiach seems to contradict the very purpose of this world. Since it is
neither a time of earning reward nor of receiving it, what then is the purpose of the Messianic era?

3. Rabbi Shmuel Bornstein, Shem MiShmuel, Parshat Eikev 5666 (Devarim 7:12) — If there is no
chance to earn reward, what is the purpose of the era of Mashiach?

This raises a fundamental question: since there 03 97 KD MW IIOW ARG TORY IND B
will be no opportunity to earn reward once R R 13 RITRITT NS S 90w M0p1, s
the MQSSial’liC El‘a begins, al’ld yet the tlme for ,PND ]‘-I n?‘:& n,wwn DVD, bw ]bgy 53 D“N ...1:

receiving reward for the mitzvot we do today will
also not have arrived [since the World to Come
is another stage after the Messianic Era] ... what
then is the point of the era of Mashiach, since

it is neither a time to earn nor a time to receive
reward?

5375 XD oy XS 073 DRNP BN PR MY
DV

4. Rabbi Nosson Weisz, Do We Want Mashiach Now? Aish.com — Judaism does not subscribe to
being “saved.”

We need a little background to fully appreciate the oddity of considering the coming of Mashiach
fundamental to Jewish faith. Judaism does not subscribe to the belief that man can be redeemed or
“saved” by anyone, including God. God put us in this world to redeem ourselves by exercising our
own free will and choosing the good and rejecting the evil. The whole point of our existence in this
world is that the conditions prevailing here make it a suitable environment for human independence.
God’s Presence is not manifest here; consequently, we are able to choose freely without being
overwhelmed by its oppressive weight and earn our reward in the World to Come by perfecting
ourselves through our own efforts.
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By the way, according to Jewish thought the arrival of the Mashiach has nothing to do with the World
to Come or with the concept of reward. The maxim “Mitzvot cannot be rewarded in this world”
(Kiddushin 39b) applies to the days of the Mashiach as it applies to any other historical era in this
world. For the post-Messianic world as described in the prophets and in Jewish literature seems ill-
suited to the exercise of free will that is the sole point of living in this world.

But if the historic period ushered in by the Mashiach does not provide a suitable environment for the
continuing struggle between good and evil, which is the purpose of life in this world, why is it tacked
on to human history at all? When the task of exercising human free will has been performed to a
sufficient degree to meet God’s purpose, why doesn’t He simply usher in the World to Come instead of
prolonging earthly existence for the duration of the Messianic era when the possibility of free choice is
at least diminished and there is no potential for profit?

PART C. THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE

In order to understand where Mashiach will take us, we first need to understand where we came from: the
Garden of Eden. Adam and Chavah’s (Eve) decision to eat from the Tree of Knowledge caused them to leave
the Garden of Eden, ultimately requiring a Messianic period to establish a universal cognizance of God.

1. Ramchal, Derech Hashem 1:3:6-8 — Adam’s sin disrupted the balance of good and evil.

When Adam was first created ... he was DPRMT MWD 3593 7R NI 94IN T
composed of two equal opposites, the body and VI MRS, M I DY WIBNY D755
the soul. His environment contained both good o3 57P’W3 T3 NI, DI M0 DI N
and evil, and he was balanced between the two to D TS A3 AT
choose whichever he wished.

The appropriate thing for him to have done 1D Y IBWI AN, 203 MWD N T I
would have been to choose the good. Had he IMDWA MY, T DN T IR 10 53 190w
done so, his soul would have overcome his DI,
body, and the spiritual would have dominated

the physical. He would then have immediately

attained perfection and it would have remained

with him forever ...

When Adam sinned, however, things were IRV Y. DV T W D937 B ROM 1P
changed greatly ... By virtue of his sin, he caused 915 N33 DTN D MR INI0M 13901 100%
evil to increase, both in himself and in all of DT T TN PRI PN TN

Creation. It subsequently became harder for him
to reach perfection than it had been before.

2. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. III, pp. 210-11 — The sin created the false
perception that reality is physical.

Before his transgression, Adam was on the level 99577913 13973 WM DT 75 MR DTN
of living in Gan Eden, which was, as we have TIINYSIAT N T FIPIMIAY Pom NITY 199a0:
explained elsewhere, a state of awareness of PN PN PIDBY wiab TN N1 Dws

the reality that Creation is spiritual and that
physicality is a mere clothing that hides the true
nature of reality. He literally received his life’s

DU AN 521 131 1IN D3P NI SPIPHNT
DORDD” 54 DR, P A0 93,30
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sustenance from the spiritual world without any 39397 MR 4) “P 15 Do a1 P8 v
of the obfuscation of physicality, as the Sages say, (7 R“D
“Angels would roast meat and pour wine for him”

(Avot d’Rabbi Natan 1:8).

But when Adam sinned, he brought the Evil TN ..PT IR I2 DI, PRI DTN KA 11
Inclination into his being ... and brought the YIRS T T, 9000 D asnd oMy S NN
world down into a state of spiritual obscurity S 1550 S PIERT MRS NI DI
wherein it appears as if physicality is the true bt 9mom My, 0D, “OrS SaNS TN Ayt
nature of existence. Such is the curse he received, = IN PRDEY 300 730 YW 90T YA

“By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread.”
That is, he entered a world that hides behind
nature — cause and effect — a world that hides the
hand of God beneath the veil of physicality.

o) iaia)inlolidi)taRaigtata)

3. Rabbi Nosson Weisz, Do We Want Mashiach Now? Aish.com — Eating from the tree was an
affirmation of the physical nature of existence.

The sin of eating from the Tree of Knowledge testifies to a belief that physical creations have the power
to increase the human life force. Man can become more intelligent by imbibing the fruit of a physical
entity such as a tree. If physicality is merely the outermost layer of reality this is clearly an absurd
proposition. There can be no potential in physical things that does not flow into them through the
spiritual medium of the soul. The soul can never increase its spiritual powers through the medium of a
physical input.

Eating the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge with the expectation of increasing some capacity of human
intelligence thereby amounts to a redefinition of man’s essential self-awareness. Obviously man

must be primarily a physical being. His physical self must be the source of his life force and of his
intelligence if he can increase his capacity by simply ingesting a part of the physical world. Only if
reality is physically based can it be conceivable that there may be hidden potentials in plants and herbs
that have the capacity of improving human intelligence.

PART D. TIKUN OLAM

The purpose of our existence in the post-Eden world is to bring both ourselves and the world back to its
original state of spiritual sensitivity.

1. Ramchal, Derech Hashem 1:3:8 — We must bring ourselves back to the state that existed
before Adam’s sin.

The effort required to earn perfection is twofold: NI, I owS oard mny Tasnm b
first man must bring himself and the world back 58 DLW DTN 1Y 5N TR %5 9185
to the state in Wthh they eXlSted before the ﬁrs[ 1bynyw -p SN ’Nwﬂn D-np SIMPNTD PO ARnS

sin. Only then can he raise himself from that state

DIND MINT I YW 38 SR NI 2810 10
to his destined level of perfection.

TP
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2. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. III, pp. 210-11 — The way to get back to Eden
is by cultivating the awareness that reality is spiritual.

The way to fix the sin of Adam HaRishon is for AINSD ST DTN RIT PRI DTN N 0
man to exert effort to rise above the concealment S S Y0 S T 0 SY MOy
of nature, the “my power and strength of my Y307 59 5Ab DTN I 3w 9T D3N
hand” attitude by which man sees himself as N 57 AT PSS AU T3 P T

ruling over nature. He must come to the clear S, IV MW DS PR TS MR

and internal recognition that the real nature of
Rik=B PN

existence is spiritual, that without it physicality
has no true existence of its own, that it was only
created as a test.

3. Rabbi Nosson Weisz, Do We Want Mashiach Now? Aish.com — Mashiach brings us back to
the clarity of the Garden of Eden and gives us another chance to correct Adam and Chavah’s
transgression.

The fact that man failed the test did not alter the definition of his task. Reaching the World to Come
still involves passing this same original test and reconciling himself to an eternity as God’s dependant.
But Adams5 sin created a major obstacle. In order to face this test, man must first return to the sort of
self-awareness he had in the Garden of Eden before his sin.

It is the achievement of this sort of self-awareness that is the function of the Messianic age. The
awareness of God that was the hallmark of human consciousness in the Garden of Eden before Adam’s
sin is precisely equivalent to the clarity of man’s vision of God in the post-Messianic era.

4. [Ibid. (based on Maharal, Ner Mitzvah, Section 1) — The spiritual challenges of Jewish history
mark the process of bringing the world back to the state prior to Adam’s sin.

To fix the world we must somehow manage to free ourselves of the notion that there is any sort of
reality in which we are fully independent of God and in full control of our own destiny. We must
recognize that the choice to define ourselves as physical creatures failed in its objective. The historic
process of the Four Diasporas, also referred to in the prophetic vision of Bilaam (Bamidbar/Numbers
24:17-24), was designed to accomplish this.

The first Diaspora, Babylon, was about the power of conquest. Babylon conquered the civilized world
through force of arms. When this power simply rotted away, it became clear that simple military
strength cannot suffice to make man independent.

The next Diaspora was Persia. The Persians attempted to achieve world hegemony through the power
of wealth. Ever increasing the size of the social pie would make man independent. When this empire
fell to Greek conquest, the power of wealth was exposed as insufficient. When the Greek empire
collapsed in turn, the power of culture was also recognized as limited.

Finally we come to our present Diaspora, the Roman Empire and its offshoots. This Diaspora is

about the power of technology and ingenuity. Man the problem solver is endlessly creative. There

is no problem that is beyond his capacity to solve. If we combine the strengths of every portion of

the human race, the advances we will attain through ever increasing development in the areas of the
humanities and the sciences cannot fail to bring us to full independence and thus to Utopia. Our job is
to set up a world environment that allows for the free flow and interchange of ideas. The exposure of
the fallacy of this final hope for human independence will usher in the Mashiach.
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PART E. WHAT THEN?

We have learned that the Messianic era will give us the chance to correct the sin of Adam, but then what?
What will be the purpose of existence in a perfected world?

1. Ramchal, Da’as Tevunos (The Understanding Heart) 44 — Reward and punishment are not
God’s ultimate objective; universal perfection of the world is.

As is proven from Scripture and the words of S99 135 N, MNP 1D VAN WD
our Sages, there will come a time when man is TN ij DTN TD S92 900 ’]TD b) mgw
divested of his free will and there will no longer WIS IOW 5Y ST A0 PN ,1D DN .. O0Wa MY

be evil in the world ... If so, it is not reward
and punishment that is the goal of Creation, but
rather the universal perfection of existence.

2553 P 5y NON

2. Mabharal, Netzach Yisrael, Ch. 27 — The era of Mashiach completes and perfects Creation.

“The last 2,000 years [of the 6,000 years of NI IR PONT RNTD IR PN DOEON N

history] are the days of the Mashiach” [Avodah bW RIT TN YT 0D ST N T
Zarah 9a] — This means that toward the end of

time is the most appropriate time for the [the
arrival of the Mashiach] and for the Messianic Era
to take place, because the end is the completion.

[In other words] anything which happens at the Yt 7o b NI FIIANG KT R Dow
end of a process is the completion and perfection MWD o 0D WD 7o SR BRI 1N
of that process. Therefore, the end of time is D5 55 F WD DO 53 N D5

designated for the arrival of the King Mashiach,
for he will bring the entire world to completion.
The entire world will be united to the point
where the whole world will be complete and
perfect. Therefore, it is fitting that the King
Mashiach, who will complete and perfect

I INT 01, WA oW P TV, TN
Snom N 1ot M2 DhwnT NI PYnt oD
0 mabwn SN

everything, will come at the end of time, which
is the most appropriate time for completion and
perfection.

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Berkovits, Jerusalem — Even though the arrival of the Messianic Era will
curtail our free will and entails a sacrifice in the growth that we can still achieve, nevertheless
we want it for the sake of God’s glory and honor.

After redemption, there will be no challenge since the clarity will be so great. It seems that asking
for redemption is the opposite to the purpose of life. It seems a complete cop-out, as if we're saying:
“Enough of this business of making these hard choices!”

We’re not asking for Messiah to cover our overdraft, or to settle all of our dilemmas. The answer is that
when we ask for redemption, we ask for “redemption for the sake of Your Name, 55w 15 7983 (as
we say in the Rosh HaShanah prayers). So that everyone will recognize You, and get rid of the greatest
desecration of Godliness there is: man’s lack of awareness of his Creator.

In fact, asking for the Mashiach has an element of sacrifice for us: we will be giving up all the joy of
choice, challenge, and self-growth for the sake that the redemption should reveal Him.
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Therefore, the ultimate goal of the Messianic era is for the entire world to recognize that it is God Who
created, supervises, and directs the world and that we are dependent upon Him for our existence.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION I:

7 The era of Mashiach seems to contradict the basic tenets of free will and the view that spiritual
merit is gained by correctly using one’s free will to serve God. What is the purpose of a world in
which the revelation of God is so clear that we will no longer be able to use our free will?

7~ Before we can answer that question, we must develop a perspective of the meaning of world
history. Initially, Adam was created with the awareness that Creation is spiritual and that
physicality is a mere clothing that hides the true nature of reality. Then, Adam and Chavah
transgressed by eating from the Tree of Knowledge, at which point they were banished from the
spiritual existence of the Garden of Eden.

7 The course of human history is an attempt by man to get back to the state of spiritual awareness
that he was on before this transgression. History teaches us that we are not the masters of nature
and our fate, and that we are dependent on God.

7 Mashiach brings us back to the clarity of the Garden of Eden and gives us another chance to
correct Adam and Chavah’s transgression.

7 The ultimate goal of the Messianic era is for the entire world to recognize that it is God Who
created, supervises, and directs the world and that we are dependent upon Him for our existence.

SECTION II. THE CENTRALITY OF BELIEF IN THE
MASHIACH

In this section we will explore the basic belief in the coming of Mashiach, which is one of the cornerstones of
Judaism.

1. Rambam, Thirteen Principles of Faith, Principle 12 — Belief in the coming of the Mashiach is
one of the Thirteen Principles of Faith.

I believe with complete faith in the coming of D HY ARY, LT N2, DY TINOND PIND IN
the Mashiach, and even though he may delay, ~N75ZW Y5 hQUB ,-;; 52 D;J ’UDH.DWQ}
nonetheless I anticipate every day that he will

come.

2. Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Introduction to Sanhedrin, Ch. 10 — Belief in the
imminent coming of the Mashiach and the greatness of his stature is firmly rooted in the
Torah.

One must believe that the Mashiach will be 22o5111 59 53 a1 mHEm NS IR PNen
better and greater and more honorable than TWHH DN 50 YO IR 0 00D DD P
all the kings who have ever been, based on the DI IN 12 DORDIY 1,74V NS TP 7Y 1929

prophecies of all the prophets
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from Moshe (Moses) until Malachi. One who YT TN 13 W NN 992 105uH HEN
doubits this, or does not appreciate his greatness, .D°333 DON FYIDY DYSa D3

denies [what is written in] the Torah. The
Torah testifies about Mashiach explicitly in the
prophecy of Bilaam [Bamidbar 25:17, with
Ramban] and in Parshat Netzavim [Devarim
30:1-10, with Ramban].

3. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim (The Laws of Kings) 11:1 — So central is Judaism’s belief in the
coming of the Mashiach that one who denies it, or does not wait for his arrival is considered
to have denied the entire Torah.

Anyone who does not believe in the Mashiach, —NNAD DM IR M IN 13 POND WNRE 7 5
or anyone who does not wait for his arrival TP 992 8OR 9910 X 7253 DONA) N RS
is denying the validity of the Torah and the 119

Prophets (Nevi'im).

Why should someone who rejects the concept of the Messiah be viewed as denying the validity of Judaism?

4. Rabbi Yisroel Miller, What’s Wrong with Being Happy? Mesorah Publications, p. 70 — What
makes belief in the Messiah a fundamental principle?

The Chasam Sofer asks: Mashiach will certainly come, as the prophets and the Gemara tell us, and
denying Mashiach’s coming is as great a transgression as denying the existence of Shabbat. But
Shabbat, or any other specific commandment, is not on Rambams list! If Rambam?’ thirteen principles
are those beliefs without which Judaism cannot stand, why include Mashiach as one of them? In
theory, if there were no Mashiach, no ultimate redemption, chas veshalom, and if we would remain
among the nations, serving God and fulfilling His mitzvot forever — if someone mistakenly believes
that to be true, has he left the core of Judaism? Mashiach is a truth, and an important part of Torah
(like Shabbat) and so many other parts of Torah which Rambam omitted from his list; but what makes
it an ikkar, a fundamental principle?

5. Ibid. p. 72 — Our actions fit into the two levels of God’s plan: as an individual, and as part of
humanity.

The general principle is that all of us live life on two different levels. We are tested each day to see if we
choose to do what is right, and we each pass or fail the tests to a greater or lesser extent. And each day,
regardless of what we do, God takes what we have created, and what we’ve done and what we are, and
He finds a way to use it all to further His plan of goodness for the world. We don't know all the details.
But we do know that no human life is totally wasted, no suffering is meaningless, and everything that
happens is somehow fitted into God’s plan.

6. Ibid. p. 74 — Mashiach is the culmination of God carefully orchestrating and guiding
each detail of World history. To believe the opposite undermines the principle of Divine
Providence, and hence Judaism.

Even if you recognize that you are here on earth to perform mitzvot and pass tests, if you mistakenly
believe that life in itself has no ultimate purpose, that it’s only a game and there is no other reason
for suffering and death, no plan or purpose in all that occurs, then you may be performing mitzvot,
but what you are doing is not Judaism. Consider the enormity of the Holocaust, followed by the
emergence of the State of Israel.
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Contemplate the resurgence of anti-Semitism even in countries without Jews, like Poland and Japan.
Follow the amazing career of Yasser Arafat, who came to power and lost power a half a dozen times,
each time miraculously making a comeback. Look at all the ups and downs of the past generation, like
Vietnam, Watergate, Iran, Soviet collapse, intifada, hippies, race riots, energy crisis, and a million other
changes. Do you believe all that has no purpose, that God just lets it happen without any reason? If
so, Rambam tells us, you missed the boat. “I believe — I know — it is all part of the plan; and though

I know not the details, and it has taken longer than I anticipated, I know it is all but a series of steps
leading to the coming of Mashiach.”

Belief in Mashiach is expressed in our daily prayers. As will be described, the Mashiach will be a direct
descendant of King David (907-837 BCE), who was king over the Land of Israel. Hence the Mashiach is
referred to in the following prayer as “the offspring of David.”

7. Shemoneh Esrei Prayer, fifteenth blessing (Siddur) — Every day, every Jewish person prays
three times a day for the Mashiach to bring the Redemption.

May You speedily cause the offspring of Your DYI5 BID) .8 0 T2V T My DN
servant David [ile. the Mashiach] to ﬂourish, and '4‘-; TON 0200 53 PR Ip) -mmw‘a% tr) .-mmw'v;
enhance his pride through Your salvation, for we ' ' LA ]WP'I'P?DE?J

hope for Your salvation all day long. Blessed are
You, God, Who causes the pride of salvation to
flourish.

8. Kaddish Prayer (Siddur Nusach Edot HaMizrach and Sefard) — Every Kaddish contains a
prayer for Mashiach.

Exalted and sanctified is God’s great Name. In N92 07 ROy :(1OR) LR3I wIpnn DT
the world which He has created according to His 39071 .00 ALY - Uatpra Tb?DZ] IR
Will, may He establish His kingdom, may His ' - ' VZ(V.Q?.‘) .nn’w}:

salvation blossom and may He bring soon his
anointed one [Mashiach].

Since the coming of the Messiah is described to us in the Torah (see source 2 above), our belief in his coming
is based on the veracity and truthfulness of the Torah in general (see Morasha classes on Evidence for Torah
M’Sinai). The following source elaborates:

9. Rabbi Sa’adiah Gaon, Emunot ve-Deot 8:1 — Trust in God’s word and faith in His goodness
demand belief in a future redemption.

The fact of our redemption [by the Mashiach] is +0°39 DIOM 1 NI TONIT WA
undeniable for various reasons.

One such reason is that it was confirmed by the DT M DT IR TD MMN DD DD
miracles performed by Moshe, who informed us DRI WM, TPV WP FWN MMNT
[of the Mashiach’s future arrival], as well as by the =505 Dby DN AW , 02 1D TN
miracles later performed by Yeshayahu [who also ST ITIY 12T DB (19 T4 TPYLR) TNE 1D

informed us of the Mashiach’s future arrival], and
by the many other prophets who announced [the
future arrival of the Mashiach.] God, Who sent
these prophets to perform these miracles in the

D5 PIRSH
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first place, will surely fulfill the message He sent
with them as well, as it is said, “He confirms the
word of His servant and performs the council of
his messengers” (Yeshayahw/Isaiah 44:26).

Also, we believe that God is “just and will TN OY N23T 9201, D130 8D 18 R DI
do no wrong.” Yet, having inflicted upon our Y5 PDD 531, OINT WORN AN TN T
people heavy and prolonged suffering — some as DI MW TR 59 ,]W’Db TSP IS NP
punishment and some as a test — each one in its W FPOOF PRI T 190 NOY, 955 H

kind must have a limit. It cannot be fathomed
that it will go on like this ad infinitum ...

KEY THEMES OF SECTION II.

7= Rather than being a side concept, belief in the coming of the Mashiach is absolutely central to
Judaism. Every day, Jews around the world pray for the arrival of the Mashiach. A person who
does not believe in his arrival or does not anticipate it, is considered to be denying the entire
Torah.

7> Why is someone who denies the coming of the Messiah viewed as denying the Torah? Messiah is
the culmination of God carefully orchestrating and guiding each detail of world history. To believe
otherwise undermines the Jewish understanding of God’s direct involvement in the world.

SECTION III. WHO IS THE MASHIACH?

In this section we will learn who the Mashiach will be, what he will be like, and what we expect him to
accomplish.

PART A. BASIC QUALIFICATIONS

i. Leader and King

The term mashiach refers to someone anointed with oil, and is the general term for someone in a position of
leadership, as the next source indicates.

1. Rashi, Yeshayahu 61:1 — The term mashiach refers to leadership.

The word mashiach refers to leadership and ST I D NONR 1w PN
greatness.

In the next source, we see that the Mashiach will be the greatest leader and political genius the world has
ever seen. He will put these extraordinary talents to use to precipitate a worldwide revolution, which will
bring perfect social justice, and influence all men to serve God with a pure heart.
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2. Rambam, Sanhedrin 10:1 s.v. aval yemot ha'mashiach; Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah

Rambam, Sanhedrin 10:1

During the Messianic Era, kingship will return

to the Jewish people in the Land of Israel. The
Messiah, who will be a king, will establish his
place of leadership in Tzion [Jerusalem]. His fame
will spread and reach the ends of the earth, even
more so than during King Shlomo’s (Solomon)
reign. Additionally, the nations of the world will
establish a peace pact with him.

Hilchot Teshuvah 9:2

The Messiah, who will be a king descended

from King David, will be even wiser than King
Shlomo. His level of prophecy will approach that
of Moshe’s. Therefore, he will instruct the entire
Jewish people in the way of God. Furthermore,
the world’s nations will come to hear him speak,
as predicted by the prophet: “At the End of Days
the mountain of God’s house [the Temple in
Jerusalem] shall be set over all other mountains
and lifted high above the hills [and all nations
will come streaming to it. Many shall come and
say, ‘Come, let us go up to God’s mountain, to the
house of Israels God. He, the Messiah, will teach
us his way, and we will walk in His paths]...”
[Yeshayahu 2:2-3].

ii. Descendant of King David

1.

The sceptre shall not depart from Yehudah, or
the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until the
arrival of Shiloh [Mashiach]; and to him shall the
obedience of the peoples be.

Targum Yonasan

There will never cease to be kings and rulers
from the house of Yehudah, and teachers of Torah
to thousands from his children until the King
Mashiach comes [who will also be one of his
descendants].

13

(Laws of Repentance) 9:2 — The Mashiach will be a world leader of unprecedented
proportions. He will lead mankind back to the way of God.

TN IR 0 BID PITID NSD e By 0aie
12 0 NI PR D SN PR e N
Y, ORI YIRS 1Y, SRS 105 MmN
WY ST, N0 DI TAWT TR UIN
YIION,Pw 1551 5y 1IN N Han nepb
. DOW 172 DBV MOV

3 1obm v pap manwn msb oamy

I TP DM SYA TIT PN TR o ..
T2091,13°37 ik 3190 NI 91T N0an, mabwn
DOV 52 1NN, 71T OIIN 1 oY D2 T

97 T 103 DO PIMIND ) NI Wb
52 1EN 1) M Ny D00 wN
PP, 77 28 11280 197 YT £037 Dy 1357 .0
‘[ PRTIND 220 V27T WY 3P TN 13 O

Bereishit (Genesis) 49:10, with Targum Yonasan — The Mashiach will be descended from the
tribe of Yehudah (Judah) since all future Jewish kings will be born from descendants of this
tribe.

ND-23 Ty, 1937 A0 PRI, AT LW NO-ND
DY N R, Y

YDOND PIDD TN 72T PoodEn b DD NS
NP NOOP 9 0T 108 T YN NI
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2. Abarbanel, Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 34:24 — The Mashiach will be a descendant of King David or a
reincarnation of him.

“My servant David” — The Mashiach will be a DAR ... TIT P T PWHT PB... — T TN
descendant of David ... However, the Kabbalists 1IN, DD3 S5 Ny 153@ WP nbnpn Pl
regard reincarnation as a fundamental principle 5393090 TIT W03 7303 MY TIT I e Tomw

of Judaism. They therefore say that the Mashiach

Rl i)
will be a reincarnation of King David himself.

There are numerous Jewish families today that can trace their ancestry back to King David. For example,
the Maharal of Prague (1512-1609) was able to trace his lineage to Rav Hai Gaon (939-1038), who in turn
traditionally was a descendant of King David. There are numerous families that still trace their lineage to the
Mabharal (Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, Vol. 11, 25:3).

In the next source, we discuss the deeper meaning of the Mashiach being a reincarnation of King David.

3. Rabbi Reuven Leuchter, Mashivat Nefesh on Nefesh HaChaim 1:20 (Gloss) — Mashiach will
embody the ideal creation of man, and will therefore be a reincarnation of King David.

What is being explained here is that Mashiach AN S PP MBWANT NIT YD 1N TN
is the embodiment of the ideal creation of man. DR 5y D TWON X 555 JITIY 137 11, DTN
This is not something that can be said about just YT ININ FISM INT2D DTN 13 53 DUPN 05 1D

any individual. Even though every person was
created in line with the original ideal, nevertheless
that ideal is not actualized (remains in a stage of

SY1D3 DTN 75PN AN NI VI Py
2R R TV 12 APIWD YA YN 13 PN
OTNT N3 YT N 0 3 ANt T Sy
NORITY,I08Y IN WP 05w Tonn 117 DaN

13 AN TV, 5105 0w Tewsn W IN
4P SW YA P D P PN WON

“root”) in them. As such, there is no one who so

much resembles the ideal creation of man that one
would be able to recognize it by studying him. But
David HaMelech completed and sanctified himself

in actual practice to such an extent that one could 2107 NORIT NI 7 WON 157 DTN N33
look at him and understand God’s purpose in W IIN NP WRTS WL DIN W 1Y N
the creation of man. As such, one could say that 35 OD% Y

he brought to the fore the ideal of “Adam.” Our
righteous Mashiach will actualize the root of this
soul to the fullest extent ...

iii. Personal Qualities of Greatness

1. Yeshayahu 11:2 — Mashiach will possess six qualities of personal greatness (cf. Sanhedrin
93b; Rashi s.v. v’nacha).

God’s spirit will rest upon him, (1) the spirit Y I () P2 (3) TN A (N) T Ry Ay
of wisdom and (2) understanding, (3) the 7 IR () YT IE) 7990 (T)
spirit of counsel and (4) might, (5) the spirit of

knowledge and (6) fear of God.

Among the tasks that will be assigned to Mashiach is the adjudication of national issues such as determining
Jewish lineage, tribal lineage, and settling seemingly unsolvable legal problems. As the next source describes,
he will be able to accomplish these tasks with exceptional powers of insight.
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2. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 12:3 — Mashiach will have Divine Inspiration, which will help
him to determine a person’s lineage.

In the days of the King Mashiach, when his R R Napia R e prakatisetiatatismln ivgarn ke piary Riati)
kingdom will be established and all of Israel will MR WP M3 o Sy 0519 1orr SR 53
gather to him, he will determine the lineage of 7Y

each one by virtue of the Divine Inspiration that
shall rest upon him ...

He will determine to which tribe each person S PTINY DIMALS KON DN DD 1N
belongs, proclaiming: “This one to that tribe,” etc. 29723750 Ay

In the next source we will see that the Mashiach will have the power to sense a person’s spirit, thereby
knowing his entire spiritual record, and judge whether a person is guilty or not.

3. Yeshayahu 11:3; Sanhedrin 93b — Mashiach will be able to judge people with a supernatural
sense of “smell.”

And he shall be animated [va’haricho] by the awe NDYIDLS PPY ININD KDY T AR I
of God, and neither with the sight of his eyes ' ' o :ﬁv;’p pms ymptb
shall he judge, nor with the hearing of his ears

shall he chastise.

Sanhedrin 93b D8 PITD
[The Talmud identifies the hl’lguiStiC anomaly of xb} (N“’ 17[»37(2;5) bl ]’N'ﬂ [T N N3
the word for “animated,” va’haricho, noticing its reom PN pownb N[ Lo PrY NS

similarity to the Hebrew word meriach, smell.]
Rava said: He will smell a person and judge him,
as it is written [immediately afterward], “Neither
with the sight of his eyes shall he judge [nor with
the hearing of his ears shall he chastise].”

PART B. HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The identity of the Mashiach will be determined if he accomplishes the specific goals that his mission
requires. In the next source, we differentiate between accomplishments that will allow us to believe that he
could be the Mashiach, versus those accomplishments that confirm his identity beyond a shadow of a doubt.

1. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 11:4 — Only when the Mashiach rebuilds the Temple in Jerusalem
and returns the entire Jewish people to the Land of Israel will his identity be confirmed with

certainty.
If a king arises from: 221 MDY DN
1. the house of David who is
9y
2. learned in Torah; and HARECR
3. is involved with mitzvot like David his NP3 ANa .2
ancestor, according to both the Written and PN TITO NSHI PO .3
Oral Torah; and
71D By 3053w N 0D

4. if he persuades all of Israel to follow the path
[of Torah and mitzvot] and strengthens their TP PR 2 920 SR D i .4
observance; and
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5. if he fights the wars of God — then he is I NI IR 7= ron DN .5

presumed to be Mashiach.

6. If he continues and is successful and defeats A0 NUNNT 5O AR, HE oYY DN 6

all the surrounding non-Jewish nations; and

7. builds the Beit HaMikdash (Temple) at its Rialrlankizmipiakeiimii

location; and

8. gathers all the Jews exiled around the world SRTNI PWH I--ORW T YA .8

to the Land of Israel — then he is certainly
Mashiach.

How will the Mashiach manage to reach every single Jewish person and inform him of his arrival? The
answer is alluded to in the following prophecies.

2. Yeshayahu 11:12 — The Mashiach will bring all Jews back to the Land of Israel.

And it shall come to pass on that day, that the POR DY D35 TP WN W WY NS OY2
descendant of Yishai [i.e. the Mashiach] who RO RITT OV 7 T2 WM P WA D
stands gs a l?annér for the Peoplgs, to him shall N INL TN WY INY N D 1P PR 3TN
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be FIAMIS) I DU LI DIIFBI DY

glorious. And it shall come to pass that on that
day, the Lord shall continue to apply His hand a
second time to acquire the rest of His people, that
will remain from Assyria, and from Egypt, and
from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam,
and from Sumeria, and from Hamath, and from
the islands of the sea. And He shall raise a banner
to the nations, and He shall gather the lost of
Israel, and the scattered ones of Judah He shall
gather from the four corners of the earth.

MZON SR 1T NDORT DU DI KW 1D PN
SYINT DI YAIND YA AT

3. Ramban, Bamidbar 24:17 — He will make himself visible to the whole world, as if he were a

star flashing across the sky.

Because Mashiach will gather all the lost of JONT ISP SN T YR W 0D MAY
Israel from the ends of the earth, he is therefore WD, DBW RPN P73 TNTI 39155 Uy
compared to a star flashing across the heavens, WIN 93 NI 0N DY 1IN (0 3 ONIT) 13 MmN
from one end of the sky to the other [visible to AN

the whole world, as it were, to gather in Jews
from their dispersion]. As the verse states “[I
was watching night visions] and with clouds of
heaven one like a man came” (Daniel 7:13).

As the following source describes, once the Mashiach’s identity is known throughout the world, he will
clarify the truth for the nations of the world.

4. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 11:4 — Mashiach will clarify the truth for all.

When the true King Mashiach arises and —-RWIY DI IPORN ,OBRI W o0 T
succeeds, and will become elevated and exalted ,DFPIAN 1573 P DY PINM 1D D7 Y
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— immediately all of them [the non-Jewish OIS DIIONT DN
nations| will return to the truth, and know that

their ancestors gave them falsehood [a false

Mashiach], and that their prophets and leaders

misled them.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION III:

7~ The Mashiach will be a king directly descended from King David, from the tribe of Yehudah. He
will possess extraordinary qualities of personal greatness, wisdom, strength, and closeness to
God. He will have supernatural powers of judgment and sensitivity.

7 But personal qualities will not be enough to convince the Jewish people of his status as Mashiach
until he accomplishes the specific goals that were established by the prophets. He is presumed to
be the Mashiach if he is learned in Torah, performs mitzvot, inspires the Jewish people to return
to God, and defends God’s honor. However, his identity will only be confirmed when he rebuilds
the Beit HaMikdash in Jerusalem and returns all the Jewish people to the Land of Israel.

CLASS SUMMARY:

WHAT ROLE DOES BELIEF IN MASHIACH PLAY IN THE JEWISH RELIGION?

Rather than being a side concept, belief in the coming of the Mashiach is absolutely central to Judaism. Every
day, Jews around the world pray for the arrival of the Mashiach.

The course of human history is an attempt by man to get back to the state of spiritual awareness that Adam
and Chavah were on before eating from the Tree of Knowledge. History teaches us that we are not the
masters of nature and our fate, and that we are dependent on God. Mashiach brings us back to the clarity of
the Garden of Eden and gives us another chance to correct Adam and Chavah’s transgression. The ultimate
goal of the Messianic era is for the entire world to recognize that it is God Who created, supervises, and
directs the world, and that we are dependent upon Him for our existence.

FREE CHOICE WILL BE GREATLY DIMINISHED AFTER MASHIACH’S ARRIVAL. SINCE THE
POINT OF LIFE IS TO USE OUR FREE WILL FOR THE GOOD, WHY DO WE HOPE FOR AN ERA
WHEN WE WON’'T BE ABLE TO USE IT?

The ultimate purpose of Creation, beyond the reward and accountability for how we lived our lives in this
world, is the perfection of all existence and revelation of God’s Presence. Mashiach will usher in the period
when all of humanity will recognize and bring honor to God.

WHO WILL THE MASHIACH BE AND HOW WILL WE KNOW?

The Mashiach will be a king directly descended from King David, from the tribe of Yehudah. He will
possess extraordinary qualities of personal greatness, wisdom, strength, and closeness to God. He will have
supernatural powers of judgment and sensitivity. But personal qualities will not be enough to convince the
Jewish people of his status as Mashiach until he accomplishes the specific goals that were established by the
prophets, which include rebuilding the Temple and gathering the entire Jewish people to the Land of Israel.
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