THE MESSIAH 11

The Nature of the Messianic Era

he first Morasha class on the Mashiach addressed the centrality of the belief in the
existence of Mashiach, who he will be, and what he needs to accomplish. This

second class will explore the nature of the Pre-Messianic and Messianic Eras, when

they will occur, and what we can do to hasten the arrival of the Messiah.

During the time of the Mashiach there will be two resurrections of the dead. One will

be at the beginning of the Messianic Era for those who are completely righteous, and a

second at the end of the Messianic Era for everyone else. (The concept of resurrection
and its role in the World to Come will be addressed in the Morasha class The World to

Come Part III: The New Me! Resurrection of the Dead.)

This class will address the following questions:
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When will the Mashiach arrive?

Is there anything we can do to cause the Mashiach to arrive more quickly?
What will the world be like immediately prior to the arrival of Mashiach?

Are we already experiencing those times?

What will the world be like after Mashiach arrives? How will it be different

from the world we know?

Class Outline:

Section [

Section 1I.

Section III.

Section IV.

When Will Mashiach Come?

Part A. Any Day

Part B. Do Not Calculate the Exact Time
Part C. Predetermined or Not?

What Can We Do to Bring Mashiach?

The Pre-Messianic Era

Part A. Political Precursors

Part B. Birth Pangs of Mashiach
Part C. Are We Living In It?

The Messianic Era

Part A. A Time of Peace and Prosperity
Part B. Knowledge of God

Part C. Weakening of the Evil Inclination
Part D. Bridge to the World to Come
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THE MESSIAH II

SECTION I. WHEN WILL MASHIACH COME?

In this section we will discuss the timing of the coming of Mashiach, the preconditions for his arrival, and

whether we can predict when he might come.

PART A. ANY DAY

1. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Eruvin 43a-b — Mashiach could come any day except

Shabbat or Yom Tov.

[If a person takes an oath by saying:] “I will be

a nazir [who is forbidden to drink wine] on the
days that the son of David [Mashiach] is due to
come,” then he is permitted to drink wine on
Shabbat and Yom Tov [because Mashiach will not
come on Shabbat or Yom Tov], but the person

is forbidden to drink wine on any weekday
[because Mashiach may come any day] ... [We
know this because] the verse says, “Behold, 1
send you Eliyahu HaNavi (before that great and
awesome day of God)” (Malachi 3:23) ... There
is an ancient tradition in Israel that Eliyahu will
not come (to announce the imminent arrival of
the Mashiach) on the eve of a Sabbath or Yom
Tov because of the disruption it would cause (by
people neglecting their preparations for Shabbat
in order to go and greet him).

MRawa P D 9 K3 T 13w 0Ya PR P
v DI S 50 P IOWS MONI D23 D)
1IN 005 19w WDIN 137 (32:3 2IN5M) NP TONT
v (RN OITT PIR° DY N1 23D7) N TON

3993 8D NI IPOR PRY SRS 17 M 920

PIPIDE) MO 300 DA D 237ya KDY M

04w =30 5apmd P maw o8

Eliyahu HaNavi (Elijah the Prophet) will come to herald the Mashiach the day before he arrives. The
Mashiach therefore cannot come on Shabbat or Yom Tov since everyone would flock to greet Eliyahu on
the previous day, causing a disruption in their preparations. The point, though, is that Mashiach could

potentially come on any other day.

2. Chofetz Chaim, Zachor CMiriam, Ch. 18 — Mashiach can come at any moment, as long as we

merit it.

It is also written, “Behold, I send you Eliyahu
HaNavi” (Malachi 3). When one pays careful
attention one sees it is not written in the future
tense, “I will send,” but rather “I send” in the
present tense. This implies that God can send
him to us at any time and any moment — if we
would only merit it!

PART B. DO NOT CALCULATE THE EXACT TIME
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We are instructed to “anticipate every day that the Mashiach will come” (Rambam/Maimonides, Thirteen
Principles of Faith), and therefore we should not calculate the exact day he will come. Furthermore, if we
miscalculate his arrival we may despair of his ever coming, as the next source illustrates.
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THE MESSIAH I1

1. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 97b — Calculating when he should come can lead to denial of him
ever coming.

Rabbi Shmuel ben Nachmani said in the name of S 183 FO IIY 9 DR WM 93 SN 1N
Rabbi Yonatan, “The bones of those who calculate N YT DN DO 1100 DYIN YR PR A
the end should rot! For they would say that since YT DR BRI O TOM KOX K3 IR N NI
the predetermined time has arrived and yet he o o

has not come, he will never come. Rather wait for
him, as it is written, ‘Even though he might delay,
wait for him’ (Yeshayahu/Isaiah 30:18).”

2. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim (Laws of Kings) 12:2 — Getting overly involved in the details of
Mashiach should not be the main focus of a person’s spiritual development.

A person should never involve himself with TN NDY, T 9372 DTN POV 8D oD
the Aggadot [regarding Mashiach] nor with the )| 173 NEYDY BN D959 DPIONT SITHa
words of Midrash that speak about this topic. Do Y5 RS TN T KD PRI PRW--TY DI
not make them the prime focus, because they do 5555 PN 719 NON L. PRI AW 8D 1. FaN

not bring a person to love or fear [God]. Also do
not calculate the end [i.e. the time of Mashiach’
arrival] ... Rather wait for him and believe in the
general principle, as we have explained.

J3IN3W MDD ,93T0

PART C. PREDETERMINED OR NOT?

Even though Mashiach could come any day, one may still ask: Is the time of the coming of Mashiach
predetermined or is it up to us to make it happen? As the sources below will show, the answer is: both!

1. Rabbi Sa’adiah Gaon, Emunot ve’'Deot 8:2 — There are two ways that Mashiach can come.

We believe that God has appointed two alternative DY NI, PRI TR 9377 (ORI r9%) SN
periods for the duration of our exile, one T3 42 AN T DD TN DO 42 NS
extending until such time as we do teshuvah (lit. DN, TN 13 2PFIAN DT DA TN
“return,” repentance) the other being determined Y57 5N P PN WAIR DY

by a fixed time in the future. Whichever of

these times arrives first will be the time of the
redemption. If we will do complete teshuvah then
the fixed time will be disregarded ...

2. Ohr HaChaim, Bamidbar (Numbers) 24:17 — The nature of the Mashiach’s arrival will depend
upon its impetus: if we earn the Mashiach, then his arrival will happen in a miraculous
fashion; if not, it will still happen, but in a more natural way.

“I shall see him, but not now, I shall look at him PP AN JIT I Nh NIN Y qu PN
but it is not near. A star has issued from Yaakov ORI 02 OP)
(Jacob) and a scepter-bearer has risen from

Israel ...”
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Ohr HaChaim D4 OP93T 0 Y AN, SN R, Iy 5o
The double expression [“I shall see him, I shall PSR TN 00 DN (AR 19T7ID) 1IMNY
look at him”] and unusual wording of the verse SR1A O AU KOOV 73T T SR Mt

may be explained according to the words of the

_ _ _ ST 90D MBRD NI DM DLW 1 SN
Sages (Sanhedrin 98a), that if the redemption

comes about on behalf of the merit of Israel (PR
[by their doing teshuvah], then it will be in a

most miraculous way and the redeemer will be

revealed through miracle and wonder, as it says

in the Zohar (1:119).

Not so, however, if the redemption comes about SR PN PRI TS0 WA PO 1 PRY D
at the predetermined time when Israel is not (10 19 1793%) IR OV, IR PPN TPHN 10 DMNT
worthy of it; in such a case it will happen in a SN BT 991 Y N SN

completely different manner. About that it was
stated that the Mashiach will come “lowly, riding
upon a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9).

KEY THEMES OF SECTION I:

7 The belief in the coming of Mashiach demands a faith that he could come in an instant. And even
though we are supposed to anticipate his arrival at any moment, our Sages have cautioned us not
to let that anticipation lead to an attempt to calculate exactly when Mashiach will arrive, nor to let
it distract us from our purpose of spiritual growth.

7 While we do not know exactly when Mashiach will come, we do affirm that his coming is
inevitable, whether we deserve it or not. Nevertheless, the nature of his arrival will depend upon
its impetus: if we earn the Mashiach then his arrival will happen in a miraculous fashion; if not, it
will still happen, but in a more natural way.

SECTION II. WHAT CAN WE DO TO BRING MASHIACH?

The following analogy sheds insight into what we are missing without Mashiach, to help us appreciate the
importance of making the effort to bring Mashiach through our behavior and actions:

Rabbi Shimon Schwab gave a beautiful parable for our state of being without Mashiach, as well as for our
own blithe unawareness of the situation we are in. Imagine you are at a wedding. Everybody is well-dressed,
the band is playing, the photographers are snapping away, the smorgasbord is wonderful. Everyone is having a
grand time. Only one thing is missing: the bride has not shown up. No matter how attractive the surroundings,
most of us realize that a wedding without a bride is nothing. Well, a world without Mashiach is a wedding
without a bride. Only one difference: we don’t even realize that the bride isn't here. (From Rabbi Yissocher
Frand: In Print, ArtScroll Publications, pp. 241-242.)

As we saw at the end of the previous section, there are two ways that Mashiach can come: either by us
earning his arrival, or at a calculated time in the future regardless of our merit. As we shall see in the
following sources, one’s personal actions can help hasten the arrival of the Mashiach and thereby bring the
world to perfection.
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Teshuvah is the process by which a person improves his character and actions, and returns to God. In the

next source we see how teshuvah can hasten the arrival of the Mashiach.

1.

Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 98a — The Mashiach will come either when the generation is
completely righteous through its having done teshuvah, or completely wicked.

Rabbi Yochanan said, “The son of David will only
come either in a generation which is completely
righteous [through the process of teshuvah —
Maharsha], or one which is completely wicked.”

INONIT IO MNTINON NI TIT I3 PN P 037 N
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The next few sources explain those actions which have a special ability to hasten the Mashiach’ arrival. In
source 8 below, Rav Dessler explains how the Mashiach might come to a generation which does not exhibit
that merit.

2.

Ibid. — The Mashiach has the potential to arrive any day. All that is required is for the Jewish
people to listen to the word of God and fulfill it by doing the mitzvot.

[Rabbi Yehoshua] asked [Eliyahu HaNavi],
“When will Mashiach come?” He answered, “Go
and ask him.” “Where is he?” “Sitting at the gates
of Rome.” “How will I recognize him?” “He sits
among the poor lepers. All of the others unwind
all of their bandages at the same time and then
cover their sores with clean bandages. The
Mashiach unwinds and rewinds his bandages
one at a time, thinking, ‘Perhaps this will be the
moment when I will be needed and I don’t want
to delay.”

[Rabbi Yehoshua] went to [the Mashiach]

and said, “Peace be upon you, my master and
teacher.” He replied, “Peace be upon you, son of
Levi.” Rabbi Yehoshua asked him, “When will the
Master come?” He replied “Today.”

Rabbi Yehoshua returned to Eliyahu HaNavi, who
then asked him, “What did he say to you?” Rabbi
Yehoshua replied, “He said, ‘Peace be upon you,
son of Levi.” Eliyahu said, “He guaranteed you
that both you and your father will have a place in
the World to Come [since he gave you a blessing
of peace and mentioned your father too —
Rashi]!” Rabbi Yehoshua said, “But he lied to me,
saying, ‘Today I will come.” But he has not come.”
Eliyahu HaNavi said, “This is what he meant [as
the verse says:] “Today — if only you will listen to
God’s voice” [Tehillim/Psalms 95:7].
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Based on the previous source, the Talmud states that if the all the Jewish people would observe two

consecutive Shabbats, the Mashiach will appear and the final redemption would be ushered in immediately
(Shabbat 118b).
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There are special merits that can help expedite the arrival of the Mashiach. As described in the next three
sources, the Second Temple was destroyed by sinat chinam (baseless hatred). Therefore, the Temple can
be rebuilt under the reign of Mashiach by caring for our fellow Jews: by demonstrating love, practicing
kindness, building peace, and eradicating loshon hara (destructive speech).

3. Sfas Emes, Rosh HaShanah, 5641 — We can bring the redemption by loving our fellow Jews.

Since the Temple was destroyed by baseless BRI NN P 4D 3913 DI PRI Y 11D
hatred, therefore, it will surely be rebuilt by Y 993 O

loving our fellow Jews.

4. Chasam Sofer on the Pesach Haggadah, Ha Lachma Anya — By practicing acts of kindness we
can expedite the redemption.

If you will ask, “What have we gained in being WIINT D20 AN BT 0, MONA N
freed from Egypt, we are back in exile!” Rather, PRI 5P 35T 11 NS VIR MRIaw KON — 7oA
the difference is that when we were enslaved in DOWPIA TS T 5P PR N 2950 WA i)

Egypt we did not have the capability to expedite

: FApabiy S 191, 45157 91 pEOT 55" 9305 DA
our redemption; however, in this exile we are

ST TR, DN 1IN
capable of ending it through acts of kindness.

That is why [at the beginning of the Passover
Seder we invite guests into our homes saying],
“Whoever is hungry come and join the Seder.”
In that merit [we can rebuild the Temple| and be
“Next Year in Jerusalem!”

5. Chofetz Chaim, Shmirat HaLashon, Chelek Sheini, Ch.7 — Mashiach will come when we
maintain peace in our communities by eradicating both baseless hatred and speaking in
derogatory ways about others.

It is written in the name of the Holy Zohar that NTMROWD %37 YT D3 D900 1300
even one congregation that maintains peace MO D51 337D DYDY NTH DR 17 DN
properly can merit bringing the Mashiach. AP TN FPRIBT PRSI0 DN T TN
Theref h i f the Mashiach i
eretore, the coming ol the Masiiach 1s 59772 5t D5 3N PN W AT 1
dependent upon us. And it is known that
D91 94w DIM NI WIS TP DI P ON

preserving peace can only be accomplished if
we are careful in avoiding both baseless hatred I3 PO P N ROMT PN? P TN

and speaking derogatorily of one another. AT D2 397 13T T DAP3T, PAYS M
Each individual who endeavors to rectify these

shortcomings will have a share in rebuilding the

future Temple; without this, the Temple could

remain destroyed forever, God forbid.

One might conclude that it is beyond us to bring the Messiah; if the earlier generations who were more in
touch with spirituality could not, how will we ever be capable! We offer two answers to this question, the
first from Rav Dessler citing the Kabbalist Arizal, and the second from the Chofetz Chaim.

6. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. IV, pp. 301-2 — Any spiritual effort and
accomplishments today on our part is considered extraordinary by God.

What is the benefit of our exile; our D29 DO MM T, M3 noIn
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generations grow increasingly out of touch with
spirituality, how can the rectification of the world
be possible? The truth is that as the generations
become distanced from Torah, any involvement
with Torah study and mitzvot tremendously
sanctifies the Name of God.

[See the Sefer Chasidim, siman 945 and the
Chida’s Sefer Brit Olam who cite the question
of Rav Chaim Vital to his teacher the Arizal,
“We know that the holiness of the Tanaim and
Amoraim was astounding, and our generation is
one-thousandth in comparison (so what effect
can it have in bringing us closer to Mashiach)?”
The Arizal answered, “Now the force of the
Sitra Acher (evil) is great, and whatever little is
achieved now is considered by God on par with
the great deeds that were accomplished by the
Rishonim!].

Mashiach by utilizing his unique abilities.

And if you would ask, what should we change,
how can we prepare ourselves for the coming of
the Messiah? I would answer and say that God
does not expect from us great accomplishments
and things that are impossible for us to achieve.
Rather each person should strive to accomplish
what is within his capability.

For example, if one is able to study Mishnah,

he should set a fixed daily time when he should
free himself from his business and study an
appropriate amount of Mishnah. And similarly, if
he has the ability to understand the Agadatta of
the Talmud in Ein Yaakov, Midrash and similar
works, he should study what he is capable

of. All the more so, if he is a person who can
comprehend Talmud and Jewish law, he is also
obligated to set a fixed schedule to learn Talmud
and Jewish law ...

Therefore, my brothers and dear friends, we need
to prepare ourselves in every way possible for the
coming of our Messiah; each and every person
should strengthen his resolve to introspect and
improve his actions completely before God in
order that we may merit to reveal the honor of
God in the world according to His Will, speedily
in our days.

THE MESSIAH I1
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7. Chofetz Chaim, Zachor I'Miriam, Ch. 18 — Each person can contribute to bringing the
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We learned that Mashiach will only come if a generation is either entirely righteous or completely guilty.

Why should a generation without any merits deserve the arrival of the Mashiach? Surely, even a generation

with some good should be more deserving.

8. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. 111, pp. 222-3 — When there is some goodness,
people can feign virtuosity; when there is only evil, people come to realize that they need

God.

It is a very perplexing thing; for why should a
completely guilty generation have more of an
ability to bring Mashiach than a generation with a
mixture of good and bad?

The idea is that as long as there is a mixture of
good and bad, people will use the good to hide
the bad and masquerade as righteous when

they really are not ... In such a state a person

is far from teshuvah and also far from being
ready for the Redemption. But in a generation
that is completely guilty, when people are
materialistic and inclined toward physicality
without a semblance of spirituality, specifically
in such an instance does one virtue shine forth:
simplicity. At such a point it becomes impossible
for people to cover up the evil within them with
trickery and self-deception. Without a notion

of righteousness, there is simply no facade left
for a person to trick himself with. Precisely at
that point a person is close to teshuvah, for he
can sense that if God does not assist him, he is
completely lost (God forbid), as the saying goes,
“We have none to rely upon except our Father in
Heaven.” This recognition is the precondition for
the coming of the Mashiach.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION II:
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TIAN — 7740 SRP RS DNW NIT 220000, IS
WIN 5P NON NI 05 PR MR 1M NI
PRI AN I R N0 YA

7> Far from being an event out of our control, the time of the arrival of the Mashiach is in our hands.
When the Jewish people will collectively improve their actions and return to God, the Mashiach

will arrive.

7= Since his arrival depends on the collective merit of the Jewish people, every individual can bring
that day closer by improving his actions, his character, returning to God, and inspiring others to

do the same.

7~ Since the Second Temple was destroyed by sinat chinam (baseless hatred), the Temple can be
rebuilt under the reign of Mashiach by caring for our fellow Jews in demonstrating love, practicing
kindness, building peace, and eradicating loshon hara (destructive speech).

7 Even though we are not as spiritually advanced as the previous generations, our efforts to grow
take on more weight seen in the context of the global spiritual downturn. God only asks that we

do what we can.
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7~ If the world were to have no merits, the Mashiach can still come when people realize they have no
hope other than God.

SECTION III. THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

Regardless of the nature of the final redemption, it is generally understood that the time leading up to the
coming of Mashiach, known as “the Footsteps of Mashiach” (Rav Tzadok, Poked Akkarim 6) will feature its
own distinctive and discernible characteristics. Certain political, economic, and sociological developments
mark this period and make one wonder: are we already living in the pre-Messianic era?

PART A. POLITICAL PRECURSORS

1. Tehillim 147:2, with Metzudos David — Jerusalem will be rebuilt.

The builder of Jerusalem is God, the outcast of D12 SRV ) 0 DoW D
Israel He will gather in.

Metzudos David IR
God will be the builder of Jerusalem in the DI ORI 1INY, DO N TR A NI
future. Then He will gather all the dispersed to JTOR DI PINT IR

Jerusalem from the ends of the earth.

2. Talmud Bavli, Megillah 17b, with Rashi — The Land of Israel will flourish.

Why did the Sages institute saying the blessing — DT 1992 9IRS D) P 9995 INT T
for the Ingathering of the Exiles [in the silent INET D999 135957 DODIY DN 995 DANY 29195
Amidah] after the blessing for [bountiful] Years? X135 1290 25 SR oS

Because [this order of events is hinted to in] the
verse, “You mountains of Israel give forth your
branches and bear your fruit for My people Israel,
for they are close to returning” [Yechezkel/Ezekiel
36:8].

Rashi
This implies that the Ingathering of the Exiles NI DI 11973 DA P93 P12 tXPR 0w
will happen at a time of bountiful harvests.

3. Bereishit (Genesis) 25:18-19, with Baal HaTurim — Arab nations will have prominence but
will eventually fall.

[The following two phrases appear one right after
the other:]

¢... and he [the descendants of Yishmael] e PIIRY TR 119N 503 1IN 52730 ...

fell before all his brothers. And these are the
generations of Yitzchak (Isaac) ...”
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Baal HaTurim PR TN 9N D PR — 53 N 5o Np by
[These two phrases are placed next to each Y3 MR I D IR SRYIE? MWD T
other] to teach that when Yishmael [from whom SPIS T NI T

the Arabs are descended] will fall at the End of
Days, then the son of David [Mashiach], who is
descended from Yitzchak, will arise.

PART B. BIRTH PANGS OF MASHIACH

The Sages of the Talmud anticipated that the time leading up to the coming of Mashiach would be difficult
and trying times for the world in general and the Jews in particular. They referred to this phenomenon as
“the birth pangs of the Mashiach” (Ketubot 111a). For this reason, some of the Sages actually feared living
through this era. Nevertheless, these times are a crucial stepping stone on the path toward Mashiach.

1. The Gaon of Vilna, Even Shleimah 11:5 — The intensity of the pre-Messianic era is the prelude
to the dawn of a new age.

The redemption is referred to as the morning, as S5 D3 9P NON 7190 93 DA 00 TN
the verse says, “The morning will come [i.e. the 49 198 579 03 57 99” WMH0 TS Dwa oD 19
redemptlon] s and also nlght [for the Wleed] 7 303 -Pwnzg NS Oy j,x'—b b’nﬂbw D-npw Pam)

It is also referred to as a birth, as the verse says,
“For Zion has ... also given birth ...” Just as the
most intense darkness comes immediately before

70 S 9 PR TS NS 197 1)
T35 TR DT 19 92T BY AW I

9377 950 v M
the day, and a pregnant woman has the greatest

pain just before the actual birth, so too, before

the redemption, the exile will be more intense

than it had been during the entire length of the
exile.

The darkness or birth pangs will take the form of a decline in spirituality and moral virtue.

2. Talmud Bavli, Sotah 49b — Society will deteriorate in the pre-Messianic era.

In the times of the footsteps of Mashiach N0 03T PHR? TPV RID? NOXIT RPWH MRV
insolence will increase and honor decrease; the AN PRI DS TR MDD TP P D
vine will yield its fruit [abundantly], but wine SINY D 192 297 D55 I T 2
will be expensive; the government will turn to I N5 Y5 PP 190 D123

heresy and there will be none [to offer them]
reproof; the meeting-place [of scholars] will be
used for immorality; Galilee will be destroyed
and the borders made desolate; and the dwellers
on the frontier will go about [begging] from place
to place without anyone to take pity on them.

The wisdom of the learned will degenerate; TIANTTY IDRD? N ORI [9D0 29910 Do)
those who fear sin will be despised; truth will be DI 1Y NPt 13995 D3P} 23D D3 ATV NI
lacking; youths will put old men to shame; the YN FIMOMA 793 TR THP 113 3N DN 13 030R

old will stand up in the presence of the young; a WAI PN 137 2557 35D M D W WIN LN

son will revile his father; a daughter will rise DR AN 5P WS W5 0 i Sy PN
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against her mother; a daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be
the members of his household; the face of the
generation will be like the face of a dog; a son
will not feel ashamed before his father. So upon
whom can we rely? Upon our Father in Heaven.

3. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 97a — Jewish scholarship will decline in the times before Mashiach.

Rabbi Yochanan said, “In the generation when DM PO 13 X3 TIT 13 T PAY 237 TN
the son of David [Mashiach] will come, Torah 98 TN 2 50 DY IR DYDY
scholars will be few in number, and as for the TTIDD MIMINTY TV FIWTRRE MWD M a0

rest, their eyes will fail through sorrow and grief.
Multitudes of trouble and evil decrees will be

N5 D I

promulgated anew, each new evil coming with
haste before the other has ended.”

The purpose of these travails is to spiritually pave the way for the arrival of Machiach and the new era he will
usher in.

4. Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler, Michtav M’Eliyahu, Vol. V, p. 207 — The rise in materialism of the pre-
Messianic era will arouse a spiritual awakening that will be the catalyst to the coming of the
Mashiach.

It is known in the world of medicine that DM DS Mt N3 DTRD DN FINIDI3 T
healthy people are given inoculations by IYMDD 5N PYD DM DTS DRI W
injecting a weakened form of an illness in order DT T3 DM BT RO N orenS Y

to arouse antibodies to fight off that disease. 515 157 B DRSS PSS 19 N1 S

NOPW3 03,3503 703 e S e wne
NP 70,787 TI0 YD ORI PRY 1R
S8 Y5 aronS ous vnd

So too in spiritual matters, it is sometimes
necessary to inject ourselves with a state of
extreme materialism, even at a time when the
Good Inclination is not under attack from the
Evil Inclination in order to arouse the Good
Inclination’s ability to fight the Evil Inclination
when the need arises.

This is the reason that Adam was sent into the TN, IIPDWAT ON ORI DTN DO DYY It
world of physicality, and it is also the reason MNP, RPWHT RIPY MIYDID DY 0
behind the test of the pre-Messianic era: the JPWD AN D XA OO 10T moroi

arousal to fight physicality will itself be a spiritual
catalyst to bring the Mashiach.

5. 1Ibid. — The darkness of the pre-Messianic era will teach us just how spiritual we really are.

Another reason [for the travails of the pre- NG 531 3371 937 755 TWHN X *3, 0 T
Messianic era] is because it is impossible to DIPNIN DALY 100 K135 TAYS 19K .70
appreciate the positive without seeing its T X5 YD (M3 29NDD) “131 P T pa

opposite. Even about the future it is written: “You WORY RIT T9 TV 15 993 34K KON I DTN

shall return and you shall see the difference -
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between the righteous and the wicked” (Malachi TeNMR 599 RFWDT RIPYS D8 Tt DA
3:18). A person will never learn how spiritual he IOV WN

is until he understands how physical he can be.
For this reason we need the pre-Messianic era
and all its darkness.

Although the pre-Messianic era is a crucial time of preparation for the coming of Mashiach, the difficult
spiritual challenges presented by these times have never been considered something to look forward to.

6. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 98b — Some Sages did not want to witness the birth pangs of
Mashiach.

Ulla said, “Let the Mashiach come, but let me not PPN RO NS TN
see him.”

Rabbah said likewise, “Let him come, but let me PPN N2 [7139] TR 1)

not see him.”

Rabbi Yosef said, “Let him come, and may I be NIPDIDT DD FPNTIIINY 211 195K AP 29
worthy of sitting in the shadow of his donkey’s Ratalalny]
saddle.”

Abaye enquired of Rabbah, “What is your reason DI NN 2N N :[1275] PN 75 TN

[for not wishing to see him]? Is it, because of 539 X PR ONE X - PP S 19an

- 7MW S 153 SEPY DIN Y T s MYON
N N N - 90100700 DI TN Doy

the birth pangs [preceding the arrival] of the
Mashiach? But it has been taught: Rabbi Elazar’s
disciples asked him: ‘What must a man do to be

159 Y
spared the pangs of the Mashiach?’ He answered, 12T M)
‘Let him engage in Torah and acts of kindness.’
And you, Master, do both.”
Rabbah replied, “[I fear] lest sin cause [me to lose N o Row :[75] N

my merits].”

PART C. ARE WE LIVING IN IT?

1. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Real Mashiach, NCSY, pp. 83, 89-90 — Even more so in our day, it
seems that the conditions of the pre-Messianic era have been fulfilled.

If one looks with an unprejudiced eye at the world today, he will see that we are living in an age where
almost all the Jewish prophecies regarding the prelude to the Messianic Age are coming to pass ...
Religious studies will be despised and used by nonbelievers to strengthen their cause; the government
will become godless, academies places of immorality, and the religious will be denigrated [Sotah 49b,
Sanhedrin 97a, Derech Eretz Zuta 10]. Judaism will suffer greatly because of these upheavals. There

is a tradition that the Jews will split up into various groups, each laying claim to the truth, making it
almost impossible to discern true Judaism from the false. This is the meaning of the prophecy (Isaiah
59:15), “truth will fail” [Sanhedrin 97a]. It has also been predicted that many will leave the fold of
Judaism completely ... [Rambam, Igeres Teiman 1]. Of course, there will be some Jews who remain
true to their traditions ...
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One of the most important traditions regarding the Messianic Age concerns the ingathering of

the Diaspora and the resettlement of the Land of Israel. It will begin with a measure of political
independence, and according to some, with the permission of the other nations. There are numerous
traditions that Jews will begin to return to the Land of Israel as a prelude to the Messiah. There is also
a tradition that the land will be cultivated at that time, based on the prophecy of Yechezkel (See source
III. A. 2 above).

KEY THEMES OF SECTION III:

7= The pre-Messianic era is known as the “Footsteps of Mashiach” as his impending arrival becomes
more and more palpable. Jerusalem will be rebuilt, the Land of Israel will flourish and the Jewish
people will return to it.

7~ But the general fabric of society will be in decay and religious knowledge will wane — symptoms
that already seem evident. These painful times are the birth pangs of Mashiach that will ultimately
give way to a new world order: the Messianic Era.

SECTION IV. THE MESSIANIC ERA

In contrast to the chaos that will dominate the pre-Messianic era, the age of Mashiach itself will be a time

of peace and the proliferation of the knowledge of God. During the time of the Mashiach there will be two
resurrections of the dead. One will be at the beginning of the Messianic Era for those who are righteous, and
a second at the end of the Messianic Era for everyone else. (The concept of resurrection will be addressed in
the Morasha class The World to Come Part I1I: The New Me! Resurrection of the Dead.)

PART A. A TIME OF PEACE AND PROSPERITY

1. Rambam, Commentary on the Mishnah, Introduction to Sanhedrin, Ch. 10 — In the Messianic
era there will be no political oppression, knowledge of God will be all pervasive, and peace
and perfection will reign.

The great benefit which will be in those days MW NIT OO DIING S0 N DY o
[of the Mashiach] is that we will rest from our TSI IWYR BN DI NI OYO9n TEvwn

which is what prevents us from fulfilling all the
mitzvot. Wisdom will increase, as the verse states,
“The world will be filled with knowledge [of God
as water covers the sea bed]” (Yeshayahu 11:9).

S [akionleYaiiYaivarlbah] by ik

War will cease, as the verse states, “[They shall DIIA9M AN TANI 1D MO A
beat th.eir sword§ into ploughsh?.;lres arlld their. 37993 5% % N N [ DT DS
spears into pruning hooks.] Nation will not lift DA DO NI TP, [Faron Ty 1y 8]
up sword against nation, and neither shall they P ”l‘i; 1:1 '_Dm 5 I'H?D’W)
learn war any more” (Ibid. 2:4). In those days o ' '

there will be ultimate perfection and we will
merit the life of the World to Come.
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2. Ibid. — With miraculous assistance, Mashiach will ensure world peace, whether by force or

consent.
The Messianic Era will be a time when kingship SRS MSSI MW T NI WD I DIBN
will return to Israel and [all Jews] will return to 7997 TND 9T '[5?3»'[ WIN OO ,bN']W’ Y'\Nb 1N
the Land of Israel. This king will be very great 13 907 DN DI P 1M 1w ST 1R b
and his palace will be in Zion [Jerusalem]. His D AP FIEIN 59 3N 1D o o

e gl e will spriezicl amdl beoime ot MO, 1T 5 NP MNDEI M1 1pTEb MmsING

widespread than that of King Shlomo (Solomon).
JT IR NODN IOV DN TN vy D

All the nations will make peace with him and all
the countries will serve him on account of his
great righteousness and because of the wonders
that will be done by him. Anyone who rises
against him will be destroyed by God, and will be
given into his [Mashiach’s] hand.

3. Yechezkel 37:22 — The Jewish people will unite under the Mashiach.
And I will make them into one nation in the land TN j?;;q 5xjw» VI YIND TN "U? DIN W)

upon the mountains of Israel, and one king shall e sty
be to them all as a king ... SERNE

PART B. KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

Peace is certainly pleasant in its own right, but it is not an end in and of itself. The purpose of the peace that
will reign during the era of Mashiach is to facilitate the promulgation of God-awareness.

1. Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 12:5 — The purpose of peace and prosperity is to facilitate the
promulgation of the knowledge of God.

In that time there will be no famine or war, NOY FrDm KDY Ay 8D D i D, 1T IIND)
no jealousy or competition. Goodness will be 591,939 FYDWND AN ST --Pn TN
bountiful, and every type of delicacy will be NON D9 55 DBV T NDY DY P DTy

readily available. The task of the whole world
will be purely and simply to know God. The
Jewish people will have exceptional wisdom and

DP9V DM SN P eD . 7353 T IR v
1255 DN YT W ;DHIN0T D137 DY
o5 D000 10N YT PINT IRDD D7 TN DTN

understand the deepest secrets of existence. They ) e

will attain knowledge of their Creator as much
as is humanly possible, as the verse states: “The
earth will be full of knowledge of God, like water
covers the sea bed” (Yeshayahu 11:9).

2. Yeshayahu 2:2-3 — All the nations of the world will come to the Beit HaMikdash (Temple) in
Jerusalem to seek out knowledge of God.

It will happen at the End of Days: The mountain WNI 112 90 T N0 D IIINE T
of the Temple of God will be firmly established as 1951 10955 52 PON 1973 SOV N D0
the head of the mountains ... and all the nations y=on l'l’:\ o8 7M1 O Tbvﬁ .135 1‘17581 D’:ﬁ D’?DS}

will stream to it. Many peoples will go and say, NP 8 % PN 353 P WP S0y
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“Come, let us go up to the Mountain of God, to :DOWAPR 192
the Temple of the God of Yaakov, and He will '
teach us of His ways and we will walk in His

paths.” For out of Zion shall the Torah come

forth, and the word of God from Jerusalem.

3. Rabbi Tzadok HaCohen, Pri Tzadik, Chukat 16 — The knowledge of the Oral Law shall be
expanded.

The main revelation of the Oral Law will be W0,MPWn T Y P 1D Syaw AN M I
through Mashiach, as it says in the Midrash PR 00 59, (N ‘2 7139 A5AR) WA WA
(Kohelet Rabbah 2:1): “All the Torah that you N2 DDA 7990 305 NIT 53, 0w b
learn in this world is as nothing compared to the FOIAT I 1)

Torah of the World to Come,” which refers to the
time of Mashiach.

PART C. WEAKENING OF THE EVIL INCLINATION

1. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 30:6, with Ramban (Nachmanides) — God will remove the
impediments to serving Him and there will be a natural drive for the good.

God will remove the barriers from your hearts TN HQDS? N DJL? XY j;;? N 3»9’7;_5 ‘- 5@1

and from the hearts of your descendants, so that s wnb o 5391 7325 5o by
you will love the Lord your God with all your ' I

heart and soul. Thus shall you live.

Ramban: 1“:}:ﬂ

Since the dawn of Creation, man has had the WIZID FIMYS DTN T2 IS S TN TN 0
free will to choose whether to be righteous or DD FPEW T,15 MR 1 531 PN P
S HaN Y93 DI WY M3 DATPAA3 IOt
TIND NS yaw DI W3 MR TN PN
55513 v1om 891N WwRw b abn o

wicked, and so it was at the time of the Torah.
This situation facilitated man being able to earn
merit through the correct use of his free will for
good or to be punished for misusing it for the
bad. But in the days of Mashiach it will be natural
to choose the good. There will be no desire for
that which is not correct; people will simply not
want it.

2. Yechezkel 36:26, with Rashi — God will grant man a new psychological makeup.

And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a TDT D23 1IN YT M w25 035 mo
new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart 3 35 0% PN DTN 1IN 35 NN
of stone from your flesh, and I will give you a

heart of flesh.

Rashi

“A new heart” — an inclination that has been <7915 WA %0 - WA b

renewed for the better.
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PART D. BRIDGE TO THE WORLD TO COME

Although freedom of choice will be limited in the Messianic Era, nevertheless the awareness of God that will
prevail in those times will present us with an incredible opportunity for spiritual growth. As we discussed
in Section I in the first Morasha class on Mashiach, this development is not a denial of the purpose of our
existence, but rather its ultimate fulfillment.

In the Messianic Era we will earn closeness to God, not through the subjective growth of overcoming the Evil
Inclination — it will have been so weakened — but through the objective growth of imbibing the spirit of God
experienced by all. As such, the Messianic Era will provide a bridge from life in this world to the eternal life
of the World to Come.

1. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Real Messiah, NCSY Publications, p. 96 — The Messianic era is the
transition to the World to Come.

Although man will still have free will in the Messianic Age, he will have every inducement to do good
and follow Gods teachings. It will be as if the power of evil were totally annihilated. And as man
approaches this lofty level, he will also become worthy of a Divine providence not limited by the laws
of nature. What is now manifestly miraculous will ultimately become part of the nature of things.
This, wedded to man’s newly gained powers to bring forth the best that untainted nature has to offer,
will bring man to his ultimate destiny, which is the World to Come (Avodas HaKodesh 2:38, Netzach
Yisroel 50).

2. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Sifsei Chaim: Pirkei Emunah U’ Bechirah, Vol. II, p. 186 — The
Messianic Era will be a time of unparalleled spiritual growth through the perfected service of
God.

We find, however, that the Era of Mashiach will 13 790 DIDN “IPENT DY DDV RIDN ,NE)
be a time for the fulfillment of Torah and mitzvort, SN SO0 N0 oY NON SIS 70 DY
even as the nature of free will changes, becoming 5T T YN “Pat PR 1T RS

in Ramban’s terms the “natural will” that flows
from a clear recognition of God’s Will. By virtue
of the service of God we will perform in those
days — a service perfected by the understanding
that will come about through the flourishing of
wisdom, knowledge, and tranquility — we will

TV T 0TIAY YT, 04 8T 10 I3
T TN A9 TMND I DD 183
TR T WO MY A YT N2 S
Q4TI MR N N

merit life in the World to Come.

Then we will ascend one level after the next by TLYOWY T TN Y DY AN OV 19 1N
virtue of this perfected form of Divine service SIPOP T35 P 19PW Ty, 9003 5y 518
until we reach that exalted state that Adam was SR IR RYITOT 0N P9 THPD T T TNY

to have reached. We will have then brought the
world to its final, completed state, in which free
choice will be completely nullified along with
the desire for evil, as Ramchal has said, “The
existence that could have been had [Adam] not
sinned, the existence that will be in the future.”

D173 DY M5 SN TP INY M PR
D1 T T UIINIED DT DD 348
POAYS TP TN NI, NOIT T RS DX 790D
Kb

The three Morasha classes on The World to Come and Resurrection will discuss how the world will reach it
ultimate destiny.
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KEY THEMES OF SECTION IV:

7= In contrast to the pre-Messianic era, the age of Mashiach will be a time of political peace and social
harmony under the universally recognized leadership of Mashiach.

~ Knowledge of God will proliferate as man finally makes this the priority of his existence. Keeping
mitzvot and studying Torah will come easily as man is given a new heart, one free from the
barriers to serving God.

CLASS SUMMARY:

WHEN WILL MASHIACH ARRIVE?

He could arrive on any day except a Shabbat or Yom Tov. Even though we are required to anticipate his
arrival at any moment, we should not unnecessarily distract ourselves from our task of spiritual growth by
speculating about his time of arrival.

IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN DO TO CAUSE THE MASHIACH TO ARRIVE MORE QUICKLY?

Far from being an event out of our control, the time of Mashiach’s arrival is largely in our hands. Since his
arrival depends on the collective merit of the Jewish people, every individual can bring that day closer by
improving his actions, his character, returning to God, and inspiring others to do the same.

WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE LIKE IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF MASHIACH?

In the pre-Messianic era, known as the “Footsteps of Mashiach,” Jerusalem will be rebuilt, the Land of Israel
will flourish, and the Jewish people will return to it. At the same time, the general fabric of society will be in
decay and religious knowledge will wane — symptoms that already seem evident.

WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE LIKE AFTER MASHIACH ARRIVES? HOW WILL IT BE DIFFERENT
FROM THE WORLD WE KNOW?

In contrast to the pre-Messianic era, the age of Mashiach will be a time of political peace and social harmony
under the universally recognized leadership of Mashiach. Knowledge of God will proliferate and keeping
mitzvot and studying Torah will come easily as man is given a new heart, one free from the barriers to
serving God.

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED READING & SOURCES

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, Vol. 11, pp. 360-378
Ner Le’Elef Books, This World and the Next, pp. 86-92
Rabbi Ezriel Tauber, Days are Coming, pp. 142-178

Written by Rabbi David Sedley and
Edited by the Morasha Curriculum Team
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