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CHAPTER ONE: STAGES IN HISTORY AND THEIR
PURPOSE

NOTE CONCERNING DIFFERING OPINIONS:

Many of the issues below, in particular those which have to do with the Mashiach, are
the subject of NN among the Rishonim and the Achronim. This is because, according to
the Rambam, there was no clear nmon on these issues'. However, although we have often
noted these differences, we have generally brought down one approach, as per the writings of
the Ramchal, Rav Dessler, Rav Tzadok HaCohen and Rav Chaim Friedlander. These giants
in Torah appear to have distilled the main-stream approach to these issues, based on the
Zohar and other classic sources in Chazal. The three sefarim which we have relied on in
particular are the 7 797, the mman nyT of the 57N, and the 27n o»n >nav of o»n M
IO,

It should be noted that on one such issue, that of Techiyas HaMeisim, we have not
followed the Rambam, whose view is that Techiyas HeMeisim is only an intermediate stage
towards Olam HaBa®. From the time of the Achronim, the emerging consensus appears to go
against the Ramabam’.
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17X 071272 172P ON? 1°R 02NN 01 T°R2I7
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077127 10 12 127 DIRT K271 A1 2102 107 172718 0TR ™12 MI9130 071270 2231 12T X271 71700 871 71779
T NWRTT TNIN TR 12 112 RX1"IT PINWT AZDT A0 71701 ATN01 12°0° 1142 711 021021 M2 1"UIRno
117U 1°T 17711 100X TATTT001 072017 0P T8 R7R UMUN 71 7110 871 17728 X7 12 'R X271 077001
0P T8 172 1R 171 717 17207° 0P TR 1INKRW A7 101 71773 00 'R0 97 911 00 1"R0 77 17720 10
R1AM T2I0N N7 13T 172220 10T'0 NUT 172 17°UXR712 10701700 1INKRW 17 127 10747 ®721 700 X221 00 177130
TUR1 20 0710 NMNOT IR X170 7101 10K 12 17000 17002 1020 I0KRW 17103 1170 77000 R'11 100D 17130
11730 17 17173 TIRW 17T 1001 A0 TN KR 1RI TNIN 1RO 170D 13 ORI 20 TN T3 912 ANNwn 1K1
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2T NIDT 177 R? "WRT N1 7272 MN0I7 X7 719137 0700 707 1°R IR "2 072179 "1°D2 110 UK 13T
Naw) 022 11¥0 1771 121 1131 1000 1P 10701222 1ThD W 0 T 1T (R7P 9T) 112N 1R 00 1T 20
R7R 1907 0P TR 12107 R20 (27X 1"71T1I0) 1TI0R 121 19TR &N 0INWA ®?71 0727 07732 11120 2R (TP
0N 1" TND 170 D132 "3 017210 17K 231 1"RIINNT 1°TNI0 ONINA (R”X 1*1T1I0 DW) 170X 121 01132 17T
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20N NN ®271 1010901
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i- Summary of stages in the Two Worlds

oy (b
Nanh | O
»
S "_]6 ) PN I XONN DTIP .1
(MTPN 193) (231 RON TY) NN NN
a)
>, ) "y
s wh T2y
R 7 4 | T T xomn
‘ DXNNN T INNON
b/ >
kel DOPITIND g).?w «— TP non
MHPWIN 2N

1. Adam HaRishon before the xvn would have gone straight into n>wnn nm>. We again
reached this level after »»0 90 TyHn when wNIN S XNHMT NP9 but we lost it with the Novn
2.

2. After the non we were at the same level as after the Yayn Non. Now, to correct this
situation, there is:

3. Death which leads to a separation of the body and the soul:

a.The body goes into the ground where it rots, becomes a part of the dust, and
thereby purifies itself, allowing it to be reconstituted in a pure form later.

b.The soul goes to the Y1y yy/nmmwin ovy where it continues to grow until it can be reunited
with the body.

4. At the beginning of nownn M there is the first ©nnn n»nn, which is for the ©pr 1y, so
that they can experience the Messianic Era.

5. mwpn M, which now really comprises two stages of growth — returning to the level of
MWNIN DTN before the v and then going on to the level of nwnn M proper.

6. At the end of nownn N1 there will be a Yy1n TN oY which will lead into the final stage
of ©nnn n»nn. Had the first Man and Woman not sinned there would still have been a stage
equivalent to ©>nnN N»NN even though there would not have been nmn. DXNHRN N»NN in
turn is divided into many stages.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: I- SUMMARY OF STAGES IN THE TWO WORLDS - II-THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT

i - This World and the Next — Overview

According to Judaism, world history is divided into many phases. The two primary
divisions comprise the history of the world from the beginning of the creation of the First
Man until the Messianic Era, which we call This World, and the history of the world after the
Messianic Era. The Messianic Era itself is strictly a part of this world, though it forms an
intermediary between This World and The Next. The former can be considered the means',
and the latter the ends®’. These two divisions, This World and The Next, have two
environments, each of which is perfectly tailored for the goals of that stage’. Both are a
function of G-d’s desire to give to man in the most perfect way possible®. In both worlds, the
nnw is there to purify the body”. Since we are currently in the first environment, we call this
“the This World” (or just ‘this world’), and we call the second environment ‘the Coming
World’ or ‘the Next World’®, even though the Next World already exists.

This world is a world of choice and effort, created by the ©%9 Invn of napn’.
Hence, this world is known as n7yayn o>w. However, at a certain point we move from this

22 NWI 12 N91INW a7 "1910 7% AN ®? L0710 0210 71137 0170 0TRi1 X2 17200 OKR0 (R79) 07107 ]'I7‘UT]1
027011 AT "211°D 2210 N1 NNI 010 1XR31M 117 R70W 120 23 ... 11172071 N2101 12

%In the morning davening (11°%% ®21), N°WNA MM is included as a part of x1n 0710:
RN T2 N2 N°0NA N I0? 13727 1210 01717 AR 111 121,010 T2102 7910 1INl ... 1137 10"

3However, we will see later that these two environments are simply reflections of how much 19 nixn
there is at that stage.

“See below where we explain that both worlds rose out of the fact that G-d’s perfect goodness led
Him to give the maximum possible good to man. This World is necessary so that man not be merely
a passive recipient of good but an active creator of good. The Next World was necessary so that we
be as close to G-d as possible with respect to all His other middos.

MNWI 20 7R 17241 AR 1700 TU 13 22 1T 02102 1911 IR 1277 11727 10N INKRAW (11 97) 113120 U711 ana?®
(11 M112N NV T) WNN 09122 T™NW? 170N 1172R1 71111 1912 2D

123W7 AWITRAT NIRAN 1720 1°2307 Anwl? u™ 111717010 202 710171 02 9130 730 77002 Anv "3 71 97 0wl
1721

TO9RM T
However, we will see later on that at a deeper level both these environments are really more
superficial and deeper perspectives of the same thing.

1907 7118 72 W02 MNan nuT’
The o719 77707 is created in two ways:

i-Limiting the Soul Inside of Man: The nwin 71T explains that since the nnwi of man is much closer to
m N1 than the 913, it is therefore much more energetic. (It is much closer to the source of all life and
energy.) Given free reign, the soul will always take over the body, completely control it, and drag it up
to the highest point which the body can go. However, there would then be no choice and no i1 071D.
G-d therefore chains the soul to a corner, so to speak, not allowing it full expression in this world. This
gives the body a chance to express itself as well, giving man a balance between spirituality and
physicality. However, it also means that whenever a person looks deeply into himself he will find that
he is essentially spiritual.

ii-Hiding His face outside of Man: G-d is below the surface in this world. He is not readily seen unless
we actively look for Him. This is known as 019 Inuin.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:11- THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT

type of relating to G-d to a world where there is no choice, where all we experience is
spirituality. Since our starting point to experience this spirituality is the spiritual level we
achieve in this world, Xan o5 is called Y10 o9y, the World of Reward. The own 777 sums
this up as follows:

ST-NL) P9 ,N PON D T

DYYNYI MNOYN PWNY DTN TIVNHNN NN MYTNYND 912y My MY TIIN 12V W) DN
TANY TIAYN PAT TAN DAY NIY D IPPNN 12 DY DINNI NXID INNIND NI Hmnbe »es Mo TYn
119y 90WN D1ap 0%

79 0N VY DMYIVN DXPNNY DIPNPN NN DY NIN OO 13N DD MNIIVN 7Y INID 1D YY DIIN)
95V 91aP 1210 MINRIY NN 0N DY DOPNM DIPNN KIAN OO MYTNVNN YT 95 DTNRD NINWY
2193

The Sages describe the World to Come as follows:

219307 PIN 0NN DPYRIL DMLY DIV DIPYTY NIN TPRWI N9IN 12 PN NI DAWN

Although the Rambam was of the opinion that Xan o9y refers to the spiritual world
the soul enters after the death of the body3, the majority opinion is that Nan oYy refers to a
new stage of this world which follows the final resurrection”. Therefore, people will exist in

Klipos - 0719 1o results in a strengthening of NxXN1V. NXN1V expresses itself in the Ma"2p, or shells
which surround the mmuwi. However, in n*wnn nn* and onwards, the n9'2p will also be in a state of
nwITR:

R 0 10 719290 ... 02100 N0 NADNWI 73R ... (IXRNY 197p7 N0 00D 11071 2271 12130 2D MKn 27107

TI0 97PN N1'N2 23R ,1IR XR?21 JUN 27 IRWIT IR N2UNN K1 TR LAKXRNY 19720 M ... QU7 Na1TNa
121 7"WNN R?1 1'RN X' 0 110,722 171230

X3 ,T P19 ,M2IAXRA RMA'RTIT I"NXR ORI NXR "WA?7 R0 M?2TN0NN 17000 'IJ“TI1
172P707 TIDNW T2 TTT192 INXD 1PN R2Ai1 D210 "192 71117197 7017 771 027070 INIR 1D 11

MININW 1R3IN 77T (TP 97T) 1IN NWI9 27730Mn 20 11200 ]“132

W7y 121 .N7WN "IR?NI 911 X221 T222 0P TR NWY] R2KR 17121 911 12 1'R R2A1 02700 :2 721 121010 200 ]'I”El3
T1?71 NINWI? R?K N19127 TNNA TN 17'RO IMKRO M2 072179 "1"D2 AT 'R0 12T 277 77270 2700 17201
70 AWM 17RO AR R?R (P21 197 ANTRN) 7171140 1PD 270 TR TN N7 NN 711110 072n700 1172 22K 11

11IMRN 27W0N

4Passages that seem to contradict the concept of the resurrection:
In the words of the prophets, there are passages which seem to indicate the impossibility of
resurrecting the dead. Among them are:

T, T 21R
1701 722 MN° OR

0,7T21"R
1707 ®? 210 7117 12 1271 11D 122

R M9 0777N
170 71T MIP" 0°R97 DX R?9 NWDT 0 TIN20

u? ,nu 02
110" ®R?71 7210 111

What is the meaning of these and similar passages? The Rambam explains that in general, the
prophets spoke in terms of the natural, known order of the world. Accordingly, they spoke of human
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: 1I- THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT - III- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

Nan oy with both body and soul'. Since the body was involved in achieving the mmsn, it
therefore must be involved with the reward:

2172595 70w NAPN N172PN PR I 1D KDY DNY G0N 1P1PY 1210 XD 0D : () 9T) ND 'O MNIAN NyT

As we will explain in greater detail later, the nnw) will then purify the body3 .

iiti -  The Purpose of This World

We explained above that the purpose of creation was that G-d, being perfectly good, wanted
to share that goodness with others®, “a perfect act of altruism and love™”.

(797 N '0) MNAN NYT
20N NIN VN PIND

beings dying, never to return. However, this does not contradict miraculous events, such as the
resurrection, which are mentioned elsewhere:

T.,0°TM00 NN DA, 07207

DIT™1 DT 21130 MRS DAY 071900 01 TINK 071900 11071 0°R2170 71270 110X 17800 110102 K1
W R NIN"W TV YUN YUN T2117 IIN'NX1 AN1Ti 0772101 TN™1271 070 202 1121 12NN0 X141 1IRS00 NIRT D0
TI0™N 7R 12100 TV YUN UUN 12171 1737 22RX...07010 INXR 710 710071 K100 U781 21070 D200 0 1781 X700
11

IR 1NN 72 TNt X7 (T7, 7" 21°R) 1TINIR 172 U191 1°R1 0?72 Tilil 0'P10911 182 X141 17101 '931 DAY 10K 14T
X111 D20 10 TN IRY™ 7230 XR?R 12 DINI 22X DIV 117 1'RW “0°N 027 R'87] 711 D200 M7 (*,3 12TN2) 1R
O9min I Kk 0INK 077NN 0NN 12 ,n9ma

R' Saadyah Gaon explains that these passages are only an indication of man's inability to rise from
the dead on his own. nwq, however, is certainly able to resurrect the dead.

2,707 200 IMNKXN T 11ImK 17071

R1IW DT R 7172 17197 229070 1217 IR 0100 IR N1'NA7 21237 7120 1°RW0 178 01272 070N NI 'R
ITIDNN? IR MV NIR O'RN?N MW?2IM1 12p7 N7 MK OTRI 0213 I%12 1IR7 7122 0NI13 K?2K 2?3 2D 7127
121 1727 N2 1R 1Mwn

i1,7"D'0nn MmKna , moT N1 ,J”U"I1
TNXR 2019 0 "2 TN W9 9130 2D UWNUin1 21man

MY N'0 ,21NA1 U0 1721
12W R T2V RIT 7172RN7 11970 22 NP0 R0 21720 1R"D R7101 WIINT 9130 22130 1200 R0 TN 110
w91 M3 9121 2w

D1 17T ¥ 11710 A 70 191
0D TN 12 1'D191 0 P T8 190 11 1"N70N0 17AUi0 NUNOniT mMUIunn N1 0°p109 20 10100 1178 1M
1902 27T 77TU0 11727 3731 "1"0N 1UN? 1277 U'R 9N 'R 7R10" 73 T°2 A0IWI 1729 131 912 ®72 TWIR "R
770" 2V WII7 12w T7W? NI 1MTH NTN0 003w 137 7101 NUTH 191 TA™1901 TRAT 23 1203 131 TR

TW 17D 121 1700 D921 170° 2D 17137 120 02707 TIMI 17T 071 19 1700 20 7110 5191

LA P19,R P70, 0T ,'?”TI]’J-I3

WINN'W 0?2102 1IN0 MK R0 IMIPNT 7120107 137370 12300 212 T 117707 "TINKR0 210 17T 01 010 97 13
X171 2102 1301 M2 A7 2D 1211 11wl *T" 2D 73T 1912 1712 11121 19142 12 730 0TRi

M?2177 21"0N? U 1891 R AKX ‘T '|"I'I'4

°R. Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, 3:4

2 118N 17719 00 270 20 0°1a 1t
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:11I- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

In His desire not only to give, but to give as perfect as possible', G-d created the world in
such a way that we could get as close to Him as possible®. Getting close to G-d is the greatest
possible pleasure which man could possibly experience:

: N9 DY NY>ON
957 DTN PV STPNND MNYNN INTY INIOY PIN NNNDY N DY >Jvr3mb NON NI ND OTND
SRSNDND DY OINTIYN

This required that G-d create a two stage process, This World and The Next:

: DV DY NYOON

YT TITN TN NN D2TY NIV MHIDNA NN NIN YD ,XAN DNYN XIN NHXA 7N NTOYN DIPm
NYT DTN OYIWN (T MAN) N5720 ONIIT INRY NN NI .ODIWN DT NIN LT NN INHD IN YD
.N2N DO M9 NTNHID

For, had G-d simply created man as spiritual as possible to begin with, man would be
very far from G-d in one respect: G-d would be an active bestower of good, whereas man
would be a passive recipient of good®. G-d would be a giver, and man would be a taker,
getting his reward as a handout like charity to a pauper. Man would be far away from G-d on
this vital point’.

In order to overcome this, G-d had to create man in such a way that he, man, could be
an active creator of goodness in his own right®, a giver and not a taker, someone who earns
his reward’. Or, put differently, the creation had to be structured in such a way that man could
earn his reward®. Man is therefore created a certain distance away from G-d and given the

17270 07R1127 TWIRW 119i1 N72237 21°UN 11712 ... 219 NIXP 2'0N 111712 17 1907 K7 00 ‘T '|'IT1

RN 2102 1MN2777 71010 117712 R?KR 21000 1X97 PIN0T R? ,"TIMMKRN 2100 07107 1727 R0 1M1 00 ‘7T TITZ
TR D200 2100 RINW ,MID TN U-N° X100 1NRD

N OTRI 23R MK 11200 K10 O0™MN0 1T1200 0701 117070 7107 X101 00 00 0770100 20 X210 ]1[IJ'?3
011737 17'N2N 1177100 10 71101 2710 M7 223 210D KR TR 231 7MNIN1 10N 0°wtd 718 1n21 1M2102 N2
200 2170 NT'UM "TMMKRO ANIDNN 100 1N1°3W0 17T 01021 0?0 1DNN7 K?X X121 R? OTRO0 X101 113727
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°It is important to understand that not everything a person gets in the World to Come is acquired in
This World. Only the one (though vital) attribute of being a creator of good is acquired through This
World. Even without This World, though, we would have been close to G-d with respect to all His
other attributes.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:11I- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD

choice to do good or evil'. For this person, evil had to be created in a special act by G-d°. By
choosing to do good, i.e. by choosing to do G-d’s Will, man creates good in his own right,
thereby imitating G-d also in this respect’. G-d creates an environment which is perfect for
this, N0 oYy. Once man has acquired this trait of being a “creator” of good, he is now ready
to leave this environment and enter a second environment, one perfect for getting close to all
of G-d’s other attributes.

So G-d delays His great desire to give to man as much as possible, because this way
He can give to man even more. Even man’s pure nnw), prior to going into the body, is no
better than a TN9n, taking its enjoyment of the n»>wn v as a handout’. “G-d has this
enormous love for His creations; He just wants to shower them with good. But, He restrains
Himself; He forces Himself to not shower them with all the good He can now, so that He will
be able to give them a greater good later. He could give us more pleasure than we can
possibly imagine right now. But, if He were to do that, it would not be the most enjoyable
level of pleasure possible, which is earned pleasure. Because of this, G-d puts Himself in the
strange position of waiting for us to do His will so that He, in turn, can exercise His will,
which is to do good for us’.”

029 9M0N

In short, man needed two things:
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*Such imitation of G-d is perforce imperfect, but this is as far as a created being can go:
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“Although some may stray through their own choice, this is the price that must be paid so that the
reward for those who choose good will be maximized” (R. Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish

Thought, pg. 26)
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®Penina Raice, Moreshet, 1998.

Man becomes something which ultimately has the ability to strengthen or weaken G-d. By doing His
will, as He set forth for us, we strengthen Him, and by neglecting His will, we weaken Him (The ™go,
on T™:17 0712T: 0N 772" 118, explains how we weaken Hashem, and says that when Hashem comes
to do good for us, we anger Him and thus prevent Him from doing good for us. The "nunw v1pP?" adds
that when we do the will of Hashem, we add to His strength, as it says in 7" 12Tn2: *T N3 ®1 273" NNI).

The Rabbis explain this very clearly when they tell us that not only do we add strength to this world
when we do G-d's will, but that our actions even influence the upper spheres of His court. This
obviously refers to our actions affecting the spiritual in addition to the physical. ( o7 115 70101 M2N NUT
112190 "2 P NN R?2W ,376)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: I1I- THE PURPOSE OF THIS WORLD - IV- MAN

a-Moral and spiritual autonomy;
b-A (seemingly balanced) choice between good and evil.

To effect this, G-d ‘limited Himself* (oy¥ny), He created an ‘empty space’' in which
He could create a world in which He would be so limited®. This allowed not only the ‘space’
for a creation, but also the possibility of hiding Himself to various degrees (99 9non), a
factor vital to our freedom of choice. He then proceeded to create beings ‘in His image’ with
qualities that were similar to His own, i.e. the ability to create and destroy.

The mechanism which G-d uses to create choice in this world is ©29 9non, a hiding
of His Face. 0 09 is a state of 09 1non while 820 oY is a state of 09 nIxn’. (There
are actually many degrees of 7mon and ©29 nIxN.) When there is 09 9non it is hard to see
that everything ultimately reflects G-d’s unique Oneness; things seem to be material, having
independent existence, each one with its own identity4. This applies to our body as well
(though not to our soul)’. In reality, G-d is only hidden, not absent, and it is this which allows
us to use the very materials which seem so distant from G-d to actually get close to Him".

Successive degrees of Y1 "2 begin from the time of the Moshiach. At that stage
we will see that all of history contributed to that revelation of His Oneness and that, even
when and where He seemed hidden, G-d was in fact completely behind all that happened and
existed.

iv - Man

In order to allow man to become a creator of good, G-d needed to endow him with
considerable spiritual strength with which he can control his own actions and the world
around him. On the other hand, in order to maintain the choice to make this good his own
achievement, he had to have a self-dimension which was quite removed from the spiritual.
Hence man is a mysterious synthesis of body and soul. But man’s body is not there just to
equalize things out and to give him choice. The only way that man can really influence this
world and sanctify it is if the soul makes a partnership with the body’.

Itis important to note that the n1x¥nx, or the empty space that He created, is what allows Him to be so
limited. Outside of this space, He is not so limited. So, despite the fact that we do have some control
over Him and can weaken Him, that is only within the context of our world. If we do not do His will
and thereby do not allow Him to do good for us, the world would self-destruct. (This is what is meant
by the midrash which says that if Bnei Yisroel had not accepted the Torah the world would revert to
1m.)

’The Aryeh Kaplan Reader, Paradoxes, pg. 133
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: V- MAN - V- MAN COMPLETES THE WORLD

Man’s body and soul are integrated such that our consciousness about ourselves
combines both these elements. But each of these two components, body and soul, are not
mono-dimensional. G-d created man in such a way that he has within him the full range of
material and spiritual gradations that exist in the world around him.' For this reason man is
called the yopn oo while the world outside of man is called the Y10 oYy, Man is called a
world because he truly is a parallel of the 5y 05w we see outside of ourselves. Man has
five levels of soul®. Each one of these exists at a level of one of the worlds or universes
described above’. (Two of these levels of soul are so elevated that they cannot be contained
by the body and therefore are connected to but above the body.) Therefore man’s spirituality
truly extends through all of reality4.

If we were to make a graph of the 511N 05y (see below) we would be able to place
each created being at a specific point on the graph. Minerals and earth would be low down,
then plants, then animals. High up would be different kinds of ©»N5n such as 999w , 079X
and wmpn nvn. The instinct would be to place man in the middle, above the animals but
below the angels. But this is a mistake. According to what we have been saying, man is not a
point on the graph. Man is a line as long as the entire graph of 5110 oYw.

910 a9y— The World yopn ovy— Man
NN
MNNN O k)
NN DD [IAl))
NN O A
nYyNn ooy va)

- Man Completes the World

When G-d created the world He created it incomplete and imperfect’. G-d then gave
man the power and the mandate to be able to complete the world which He had begun. Man
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OTRAWIW NI (M '9) DWI ANWIT N17? VA 121 11770 20 (NI) 13172070 1310 20 1190 10Dl (MI71)
120 MMWIN 223 0291 1R ,RVIM

3Thus the wo exists at a level of nwunin 071, the M1 at a level of N1°%n 071V, the Nnw at a level of
RN 0710, the n'n at a level of M7 '3¥xn 0710, The TN exists at a level above these four levels, a
level known as 11MTpi1 OTX.

272 21 MNP 1IVWA 71010 "U19 TNKXR 1231 0210 721 1T77°0N 120 019 N2 220 OTRi1 23 711 :179 R 100 0" i [UEJ]4
TM?21011 23 13771 0?2101 910 TV 021011 1N TR INPW 00 1RINW TU 172021 U”D MN210i1 NIN3i

®This is known from one of the names of G-d, Sha-dai, which means, the One who told the world to
stop. Our Rabbis explain that He did not let the world reach the ultimate state of perfection, but rather
stopped it in the middle, and left it to man to do 0710 11p1.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:V- MAN COMPLETES THE WORLD

was given the job to finish creating the world, to bring the world to its perfect state'. By
doing so, man becomes a partner with G-d in the creation®.

G-d then proceeded to give us all the details necessary to finish, or perfect, the world®.
He gave us the Torah, which teaches us the mnxn, which effect the perfection of the world
(09 1), and He gave us the spiritual power that comes as a result of doing those nnsn®.
So, He has allowed us to earn our reward in the truest sense and to thereby have an unusually
intimate relationship with G-d.

What emerges is that while in this world man is able not only to make himself holy
and thereby prepare himself for the world to come, but he is able to sanctify the world around
him as well®. Hence, he is able to translate the environment of this world into the
environment of the next. Stated in this way, the World to Come is not simply the reward of
this world’. It is reward only in the sense that the starting point in the next world is predicated
upon the achievements in this world.

When we do G-d’s Will by sanctifying the world around us we actually ‘make
place’for G-d in the world®. G-d set up This World in such a way that His Will is to respond
to our actions rather than to initiate. Although “He wants a dwelling place in the lower
worlds”, He leaves this to us to create. We do this through every act of holiness we perform.
By choosing to do what He asks of us we are ‘allowing’ Him to be with us. This is the
greatest type of giving possible. Of course He does not need this, but He wills it to be so.

1PN RINIW TV ... IR™IAN 2172021 0?10 20 17212 [0°P7TR]? 1M1 220 DR "I :Mop 9T N112N ]'IlJ'I'1
MW R?R 0?7W1 117RW ,07R TRi11 172 1°2 21101 213°23 ,AXR™12i

27T 7INRW N3T 172K TOMW? 010NW TP TR0 2R 172 ®11270 P20 2174 7120 And "®1M :N0p 97 Man nuT?
NR (Imi) "D — ANK (Ami) "D (.1 ,R71 107

MR NNDTAW R?KR ,0792 R?1,2732 NMND MR 1°2107 221 MN20N 0INRK ... 23010 MK 197 2D ‘0 11312N T
X117 NIN?WiN 1TV X141 11700 22 019 223 2D "3 ,8791 MIN70070 B191n7 1721 ,7732

1 01N 1NN NDW2 0N7? 1M an a1 ,71an" 17N K2R [2R70° 22371 117 711°R 17120 12 VP 97 011120 Zl'IlJ'I'4
OTRi1 "2 ,1WIVT 111810 11°RW "M? 701D A1%¥070 1720 1900 R10T0 "RINT . T'0N TNKRT TR 2237 UTNN1T 07PN
AR 17RO 12 11'RWO 110 ,1IXRYMA 0270811 01PN 1°0DN1A 1pnto ,712an" Inm 11on 172 13 07 111301

121 2271 12DW 1M, 0?7107 22 1PN 721011 171200 — 7111031 7272 178

1197 N9 1IMN9 7?7 ©'0 T8N AN ,7?7D27 10X 172PN2 U 112 2R10° NI ,213°23 71N :N0p 97 MNan nuT°
RIR (1771 ®”9 IRI MW7) “719RA "2IINTR? NNAT 77277 IR?T 2°IRT 1®NI” R? 1OXR LR 077 121271
R TIMAT ANMD 7NN 11707 17T 07

®All men, Jews and non-Jews, are capable of using the physical world as an instrument for their own
spirituality. However, there is another level which can only be achieved through the Torah. This is the
level of sanctifying the spiritual, ninwan wTpn. When a Jew uses the physical world he not only affects
himself but he affects the world he uses as well. Thereby, he is able to 02101 1PN, to sanctify the
world and to connect it back to G-d. This is the main difference between a Jew and a non-Jew:
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In fact, we did not use the word reward in our explanation at all.

®What we are really doing is revealing His presence which was always there albeit in a more hidden
form.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VI- THE EXTENT OF MAN’S POWER AS G-D’S PARTNER IN CREATI

One example (and the most literal way) in which we do this is by the building of the
Temple. Despite the fact that G-d gave us the blueprints, exact details of how to build it for
Him, we are nevertheless giving to Him in the way that He willed it to be so, as we are the
ones who build it.

Within this home that we have built for Him we are capable of further giving back to
Him, again through prescribed methods. When He describes and details the sacrifices we are
to bring, He says, “for a pleasant smell before Me”. He tells us (because without Him telling
us explicitly we would have no basis for such knowledge), what will give Him pleasure. He
enables us to give back to Him'.

vi-  The Extent of Man’s Power as G-d’s Partner in the Creation

a.

The Structure of the World

In order to appreciate the full glory of man and what he does in the world, we have to
briefly explain the structure of the world. The material world we see around us is only a small
part of the total structure of the world. Above this nwynn o9w? are another three worlds®, and
above those there are other huge expanses of spirituality4. These worlds, oY%y ,nP¥n oy
nNo12n and MPIINN DY, are parallels of each other (as they are of nwynn o9y). Each one
replicates the other at a higher spiritual level and level of completeness’. They are also linked
so that an effect in one of these worlds will generally transmit that effect to the worlds above
and below it. The ©»nOn, the 0135 and other forces and beings each exists at a certain
level, i.e. in a certain world. Their primary role is to transmit forces from a higher world to
lower ones.

In general, the world might be affected by G-d manifesting His Will at a very high
level which then ‘chains down’ (Sw5nwn) through all the worlds until it reaches the o9y
nwynn. Or it may work in the opposite direction. Man may do something in nwynn oy
which then affects all the worlds above Him. This structure is vital for man to be able to take
his place as the center of the creation. It explains how man, though he may seem like an
insignificant speck in the cosmos, is really its primary mover and shaker.

Man Completes the World

Above (a) we showed that there are many parallel and linked worlds, one more
spiritual than the other. When we talk of man’s power to effect holiness in this world we need

'Selections of the above paragraphs are taken from Penina Raice, Moreshet essay, 1998
MR MW7 170™ 1017 28 N W21 1277 PN 20 A7 108 &71p1 127 1302 1° ‘9 8 1w 07w’
*These worlds are in turn divided each into 10 Sefiros.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: V- MAN COMPLETES THE WORLD - VI- THE EXTENT OF MAN’S
POWER AS G-D’S PARTNER IN CREATION-VII-THIS WORLD

to understand that this includes all of these worlds'. Man’s actions, even the smallest
gestures, turn out to have cosmic implications®>. Man can relate to all of the cosmos and
elevate it because there is something inside of him which is the parallel to all that is outside
of himself’.

The world has 3 primary dimensions: time, space and the spiritual, i.e. man’s soul.
Each on of these is in parallel to the other. Each has its core holiness radiating out. Thus
man’s heart, for example, is the equivalent in soul to the Holy of Holies in the Temple in the
dimension of time*. But it is in fact man’s spirituality, that whole world of the yopn o5y, that
sustains the other two dimensions’. This is because the soul of man ultimately reaches higher
than these worlds® and is therefore closer to the Source of spiritual energy. Every action and
word’, in fact every thought of man®, impacts on all of these worlds.

Once man is informed that this is the extent of his power he has a responsibility to
actualize this potential and will be held accountable if he does not’.

vii -  This World

All of world history (in this world) can be understood as an attempt to reach the
Messianic Era:

The Neshama in This World
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

(Note, for a description of the various levels of the Neshama and its function, see Appendix H,
The Neshama; see also further below, C, The Five Levels of the Neshama-Guf Relationship)

Our connection to G-d is through our Neshamos', which is capable of also connecting
the body to G-d.

Prior to the Nnw) being put into the 9, the Nnw was no different from any other
created being — a complete taker of pwn’s goodness” with all the shame that implies”.
However, after being placed in the body it can become an active force for good4. In this way,
man’ shares with G-d the task of bringing the world to completion, becoming His partner in
cre?tioné. This partnership facilitates a type of intimacy with G-d which is a source of great
joy'.

The fact that the nnw) combines with the 913 in an integrated being is a 859 which we
do not fully understand®. The integration of the nnw) with the 91 requires that the expression
of the Nnw) be limited in this world, as we will explain in the section below.

The relationship of the Neshama to the Guf, is the relationship to G-d to the world’.
G-d in this sense is the Neshama of the world. The relationship is parallel because man is
really an Olam Katan, who parallels the world which the Olam HaGadol.

b. Freedom of Choice

Choice in this world is a function of two things:

I - The capacity of the human being to choose
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

II -The p»9 anon of Nn”apn which creates an environment where evil has the appearance

C.

of being a real alternative to goodness. The nnw) is so powerful that even under such
circumstances it would naturally take over the body and energize it with pure
spirituality. Therefore, as a part of the 09 9non, N7apn limits the operation of the soul
in this world'.

As a part of this ©9 9non, G-d willed that there be an aspect of Creation which we
would call the Psolet, or left over, of creation.

Although animals can also choose, they can only make petty choices such as discreet
decisions whether to sleep or hunt, turn left or right, attack or purr®. Only a human being can
exercise choice between the inner essence of something and its outer superficiality®. This
choice operates at different levels for different people and is called the threshold of choice®.

In pPwnn N, although we will still maintain our capacity to choose (and therefore to
choose evil), there will no longer be D9 1noN. Since we will see things clearly’, evil will no
longer appear as a reality for us and we will no longer have a yan 1%°°. Therefore, our natural
instinct will be to choose good:

ND... YAV DNY 2102 NPNIAN PIN NOPWNN NI :TA20 IN PPN T 9! 07T (VD ©2T) y7anI
MNNIN NYYN 1YV NYY HIN YON DTN 7P

In Xan 0%w (and nwIN 09y) we will no longer have choice; however, we will still
continue to grow, getting ever closer to the oD Sw 1M1 forever. There is a significant
difference between growth as a result of choice, and “choice-less” growth. Growth from
choice can be revolutionary in nature, leading to dramatic changes in an instant. Choice-less
growth, however, begins with an immediate purification of the body by the soul’, after which
it can only be evolutionary®, following very definite spiritual (scientific) laws which n7apn
determined for the World to Come.

Five levels of the Neshama-Guf relationship:

(See also above, B, The Neshama-Guf Relationship;, For a description of the various levels
of the Neshama and its function, see Appendix H, The Neshama)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

The Ramchal describes the soul as a result of being created through 'm> 3 NN,
whereas the body is a result of being created through 'm a3 9non. The various stages of
history can then be described as stages of the nnwi getting increasingly powerful in relation
to the body'. The mman nyT describes five such levels’ from This World until well after
onnN IONN’:

i- The time of nTay during the 6 thousand years: The body is in control, be it directed
towards sanctity or profanity.
ii - W avD qINN: a preparation for o9wn win: All body faculties are present but not

necessarily operative.

iii- 2w qonn: Limited control of the body with respect to some details -
IO DIV DY TD NNRWID DIV OV 1N 1PN 12 T3 M DYDY INDM BN VYN

2NN OWN DX YapY
Iv-  OUND _GPON - DRI 9N YY NIDN MHLaNN MY OwN Nbapa by TY: Some
expression of the body proportionately limiting the mm5w of the npw).
v - YPYYN PIN — MY DY NINDYA TN IMYN> NNPYIN 1) IR IRND ,NNYIND 200 DV GOnN:
No control exerted by the body at all — total completion of the Ny and total control
of the body by the nnw».

This process then continues forever.

The First Man and Woman before the Xvn — Mashiach by Shabbos:

Before the xvn, the nPnwa of PNWrIN DTN was like our nIMA today®. His spirituality
was so concentrated that he and mn were able to achieve through one positive msn, i.c.
N7y, and one negative My, i.e. NINWY, all that was needed for the Npn of this world’.

'and for the environment of the soul to become increasingly compatible and in harmony with it.
19 97 23 011"V 9 — BY q72
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The Ramchal then proceeds to explain why the order is first the positive mitzvah and then the

negative mitzvah, whereas it says for us 119 nww1 vIn 10. Similarly at Sinai, the order is first the

positive, unwi1 nwvl. The Ramchal explains that at Adam HaRishon’s level, when the nxniy and the

nuTp were already separated, what was needed was for the first man to achieve the necessary

positive level of nu1Tp (NT2V?) and then to maintain it (nMwW?). (This was a similar level to Sinai.)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

Although there was the possibility of xvn even before the xvon of PYNIN DTN, XVN did not
exist as a tangible reality. Before the Xvn man identified himself with the good and saw the
y7n 7% as something outside of himself'. Good and evil existed in two opposing and separate
domains”.

Choosing good would have been the more natural of the two choices between good
and evil’. The Nefesh Hachaim compares the choice of doing evil at this time with the choice
of our putting our hand in fire today”. We are certainly capable of choosing to put our hand in
the fire, but we would be mad to make such a choice. However, after the xvn, the Y1 and the
wTp became mixed’. Man began to identify his “I” with his Yetzer Hara, whereas he saw
goodness as something outside of himself, an "ought to do" or ethical imperative to aspire to°.

Had the First Man and Woman not done what they did their mnw) would have
purified their bodies in continuing successive stages’ until the soul would have completely
purified the body®. They would have brought in the Messianic Era by Shabbos (5 hours
later)’. The First Man would have been the Mashiach, there would have been no ayawn'®
and the Messianic Era would have taken place in y1y ) rather than in SN x ' All of the
rest of mankind would have been born into the Messianic Era. All of mankind would have

However, after the xun, when we now have a situation where the nw1Tp is mixed with the nxniv, we
need to first separate ourselves from the nxn1v (VN 110) and then engage in the Nw1TRP (210 NWDY).
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As a mashal, let us consider someone on diet, where a piece of cake becomes the forbidden food.
Before the xum, the person would have said, “/ don’t want the cake” although there is something
outside of me telling me that | ought to have it. After the xun, the person would say, “/ want the cake
even though | know that | shouldn’t be eating it.”
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

comprised the concept Y8 Ww> 995", There would have been no distinction between Jew and
non-Jew.

Prior to the sin, all of the Neshamos to ever exist were concentrated in the first man
and women, and when he sinned they were all affected’. In addition, prior to the sin man’s
physicality was as spiritual as our spirituality is today — his spirituality was much more
spiritual in turn’. Had he continued to grow, his physicality would have reached the level of
the spirituality that he started out with, and so on.

After the xvn, however, nown will have to be reached in a much more difficult, two-
stage process:

i-First we have to get back to the level of o7 and mn before the xon';

ii-Only then can we get to the level of the Messianic Era’.
The nnwy is no longer powerful enough to purify the body as much as the body needed®.
This, in turn, prevents the nnwy from fully expressing itself’. Therefore, death is now
necessitated to purify the bodyg, and to allow the nnw to express itself fully in mnw) oby, a
process paralleled in the macro world’.

The max

20 2WMN P11 .07100 R121 270" 273 RPN NUKRT 272WAT 2R170™ 2723 20 WM 77070 01?2 N1210T 913"
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4AIthough | have written that we have to return to the level of xunn oTip nwrIn 0TXR prior to the
Messianic Era, in practice we may go into the early stages of the Messianic Era first and only then be
1?1n the x®un before going on to higher levels of the Messianic Era.

n'omuooTIT
However, the destruction of the world, necessitated by the sin, occurs only at the end of the Messianic
Era. (Therefore, it would seem that the stage of Adam HaRishon before the Chet is achieved only
much later, just before Techiyas HaMeisim. (Michtav MeEliyahu, Chelek Dalet, Daf 151, Derech
HaSh-m, ibid.))

01707 1R 121237 17070 9120 NIW? 221N0 VAN [ANwIn 201 01M7?°D "R X0 9T 011120 ]'I]JT6

0'wuni T 200 97DXR1 L,ANIMDT 121010 X' 03 200 ... 77002 9122 010 0T 223 ,0nuin QT A K) T '|"|T7
N3V W12 TRWI 231 ... IRTNIM20 N3V X1 111 1WID TTRAU 072100

,17P2PNI0 N1X1 0TIV — NIN?WiN D™ ANUN 07101 K21 0TRN R?7 12217 ®?20 11°T 07N 71712 0 ‘0 00 ‘T TITB

,OTR? NN 11707 , 70910 72010 112V 11312 07 7193 ®2K V11 12711 720, 1'03D 007 0 0 01X 1707
011 IN™ 7710 1NN RIN0 IMK? XR?R L9120 1217 ANwin 22110 K21 ,10D 1292pN10 0110 IR0 2237 7090
... TN 1712 112™ 1MN° TR1,T09M

TN /N2 "1 "0 97X RMO” 27T 1IMIN 1INKRW 110 11D R0 ,0TINT 177M™ 270°0 02100 201 :00 T 'I"ITg
(TR 1"7TNI0) “IN?210 NXR WTNN1 NN 17290 110 92K 91071 2171

25 of 154



SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

The beginning of the pn of the PYNIN DTN XVN began with ax ondax. He
succeeded in re-creating a separate domain for WYt from the NNV, at least within his own
personage. But the w1 domain he created was still weak and the nxmw still very strong.
This process of separation and strengthening the nvy1p continued with pny> and apy> on the
one hand and the separation of YNy and Yy on the other'. The end of this purification
process was D8N NNOX,

30 90 1IN

After the NVN, there were many attempts to correct the impurity caused by it. One of
them, in fact, was completely successful: »»© 91 Tyn. At Mt. Sinai we finally returned to the
level of xoNN DTP PWXIN DTN’. We were then in a position to go immediately into Eretz
Yisroel* and to bring in the Mashiach, who would have been Moshe Rabbeinu. However, this
attempt was destroyed by the Y»yn Nvn. Yavn 8vn had the same effect on us as did the xon of
MUNIN OTX. On the one hand, this was a devastating end to the cumulative efforts that began
with Avraham Avinu. Death was once more introduced into the scheme of things,
necessitating ©nnpn nnn° (even for those who would be alive at the time of the
resurrection(’). On the other hand, we were still better off than after the original nvn, for we
now had the Torah, which we have never lost’.
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®Those who are alive during the time of the resurrection will also die and be immediately resurrected
in order that they pass through this stage of destruction.
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g.

The Beis Hamikdash and Golus

No subsequent effort ever resolved the legacy of “»yn nvn'. This may only be
resolved as an immediate precursor to the Messianic Era’. We came so close to total
purification during the period of Shlomo HaMelech at the time of the first Temple,’ but we
lost this level and fell so far that we have found ourselves, with one brief respite (2w m2),
under the cultural control of exile civilizations®.

After 2yn xvn until today

However, every day that goes by brings us closer not only in absolute time to the
Messianic era but also in the state of completion necessary for this to happen’. Under the
surface history of events which are visible there is a deeper, hidden history, G-d’s tying up of
all events in a fabric that will lead to revelation of His Unity in the Messianic Era®. This

mnwx1 mm? did get broken, and there was a need for m"1w mMm? which were not at the same level
as mnwx1 mm?, since the first ones were 0°'p17& nwun whereas the second were prepared by nwn
11717 (i.e. the actual n1m?; not the words on them). Still, there were many things we acquired from
Sinai which remained with us. This included the original revelation which authenticated the Divinity of
the Torah as well as G-d’s speaking all of the n1127n 10 to man (TN® 11272) which, although we did not
understand it, did mean that at the deepest levels of our nmwi there was a nn w1 of this 1127 and all of
the Torah which it contained. The original Sinai experience also represented the transition to being
able to be m1"nwan wTPN, whereas prior to Sinai we could only use the world to effect ourselves but not
the world. (Pachad Yitzchak) (Put differently, prior to Sinai there was no such thing as a mxn 2w x®xan
— Avnei Nezer) And, although the original Bris got weakened and had to be strengthened with the Bris
at Har Grizim and Har Eibal (Ramban), still, the essential relationship that was forged between
HaKadosh Baruch Hu and Klal Yisrael remained. Therefore, we continue to celebrate mnuwx1 nini?
on mu1aw as the day when the Torah was given even though we only celebrate m210 after the "D
T1227 returned after 1192 01" (Gra).
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This would get us back to the level of Adam HaRishon before the xun. (See n ‘0 910 279 ®“N T 117).
However, with respect to the necessity of death and all that entails, the legacy of the xun will only be
resolved once 0 nnin n*nn will take place. (0 ‘0 DW)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VII- THIS WORLD

process is occurring even during the darkest times of history'. The consensus of the
contemporary Sages is that we are in a period immediately prior to the Messianic Era, called
NrPwnT Xnapy”. This period represents the beginning of the transition from the world as we
know it to the Messianic era’.

Death and Olam HaNeshamos

DNTND PO I9Y DIPIVN T I8 : 12 PWYNRID
DYNNN NINND NN NN ONIYD NN - MPN ONY YA

Death itself was a result of the xon of ZWwxAn oTN’, for the MWy could no longer
purify the body as fully as it needs without the body being first broken down and
reconstituted in a purer form>. However, exceptional people, like Chanoch and Eliyahu, were
able to reach xan oYy spirituality without dying. In general, death for Tzadikim represents a
continuation rather than a disruption of growth® and the separation of their soul from their
body in the act of dying is a minimally painful process’.

Should an individual die prior to the coming of the nown, his body and soul separate
(a process which takes a year and a month in several stages)®. His soul goes to mnwin oo,
also referred to as Gan Eden’, whereas his body rots in the ground'. It returns to dust, it's
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Below, we will make a comparison of our generation to that of xn*wnT &nipv described in 271.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: VII- THIS WORLD - VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA

most elemental form?, in order to be reconstituted at a higher level. Death is therefore
beneficial for the body. It is also beneficial for the soul®, which can now catch up on all the
growth it lost as a result of the xon of NN 0T8*. However, the starting point for this new
phase of growth will be the spiritual achievements of the person during Nt o9y’.

This will last until ©>nnn n»nn when the two will be recombined. The soul will then
be the instrument for purifying the body®. This is the true reward’, when the soul itself will
finally reach its full potential both by doing what it was created to do and by turning from
being a taker of goodness to being a giver of goodness to the body®. In addition, it will then
fully take over and control the body, purifying it to the maximum extent possible’. Both soul
and body will then continue to grow towards ultimate spirituality forever'’.

Although mmwin oYy is essentially a place where the nwmw) have an appropriate
environment until they can be recombine with their bodies, mnwin ooy is not simply a
resting place for the mnw). Being that this is a purely spiritual environment, the nnw) is also
able to grow during this time'". (In fact, even in this world, the nnw) grows a littlelz.) The
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The nwn 71717 (R ‘0) explains another aspect of this growth. Since the soul’s true role is not only to
achieve completion but also to purify the body, the soul suffers in this world. For since the soul cannot
do in this world what it was designed to do, it now runs below its own potential, not doing fully what it
was created to do. In addition, by not purifying the body it also remains attached to a body which is in
turn attached to the impurities of the physical world. This association, although not affecting the
essence of the soul, dirties it, so to speak. This (external) blemish is removed during the stay of the
mwl in nnwl 0?710. However, the purer the Mnwi gets to nnw1 0710, the better its starting point for this
process of purification. Therefore, nnwi 0?10 gives the soul pleasure according to its achievements,
together with the body, in this world.

MNAN NUTA 143 MRA TI279 00N 12
29 of 154



amount of growth of the NnwI in MNW) 05y is in proportion to the amount of Torah and
mxn the person did in this world. This in turn influences the degree to which the nnw) can
influence the body when they recombine at Techiyas HaMesim .

Not everyone experiences death in the same way. There are differences not only in the
act of separation between body and soul but also in their relationship afterwards. The Sages
tell us that Yaakov Avinu did not die. Since the verse says “apy> ¥1» and not nn»°, the Sages

understand that:
70 N9 AN AP

This seems strange, for the verses testify that Yaakov died, was embalmed, the entire
Egyptian nation mourned for him for 70 days and he was then taken to the Cave of the
Patriarchs and buried there’. But the Sages have other sources to verify their claim®. Clearly,
in some sense he did not die. The Ramban’ explains that when the Sages say that Yaakov
Avinu did not die they mean that he reached the level where there was no contradiction
between his spiritual and physical selves. Yaakov’s body was a perfect levush for his soul.
The greatest reason for separation of the body and the soul after death, incompatibility
between the two, simply did not exist in Yaakov’s case. The Maharal explains that the Midos
which one achieves to perfection get passed on to future generations as a spiritual genetic
inheritance. Yaakov had taken the perfection of Avraham Avinu’s “right-sided” chesed and
Yitzchak Avinu’s “left-sided” gevurah and added a life-time of his own growth to create a
perfect combination and balance of the two®. Therefore, Yaakov could be sure that he would
live on in his children and grandchildren — that his spiritual achievement would be
permanent’.
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There are other senses in which Yaakov Avinu did not die. He felt nothing of the
pangs of death'. More importantly, his body was at such a spiritual level that his soul did not
need to separate from the body completely”. Normally, the soul after death exists in the realm
of Olam Haneshamos, totally separate from the body. It is vital that the soul at this stage be in
an environment where it can continue to grow, in preparation for its recombining with the
body during Techiyas Hamesim. But in rare cases the body is so holy that the soul is not
prevented from this growth by continued association with the body. Rebbe, Rav Yehuda
HaNasi, was another example of this. After his death, he would continue to come and make
Kiddush for his family every Friday night’. And even though a dead person is normally
exempt from doing the Mitzvos, Rebbe was considered still alive®. Yaakov, who had
inherited the great achievements of Avraham and Yitzchak, added his own to achieve this
rare degree of wholeness and holiness’.

With this holiness Yaakov Avinu remained alive with a soul surrounded by a body,
though not his original body which was buried. Similarly, when Rebbe appeared for Kiddush
he did not do so in his original body. Rather, his soul was surrounded by something which
technically was physical but was actually so spiritual that it had only the faintest outlines of
the physical®. In truth, anyone can achieve this level, though few have. The verse testifies
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that mn 8N NP8 — giving charity will save one from death: not physical death, but from
death as Yaakov Avinu did not die'.

nnm 2731 1pTX1 (2 * "20N) 213 T10 11 :7'Na 1
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Reincarnation': Gilgul Neshamos®

"The following is quoted from an article on Mysticism by Partners in Torah (edited by D. Kornbluth)

®Pinchas Winston, www.thirtysix.org: If it wasn’t for the concept of gilgulim (reincarnations), Techiyas
HaMeisim would be straightforward. Each soul would only have had one body in history, and that’s
the one that would resurrect. For those from early history, it might take thousands of years before it
happens, but when it did, soul and body would reunite like two old friends. So, the question is, which
body is it that resurrects? In the Zohar (Chaye Sarah 126a), it says that the resurrection will literally
occur in the body itself. [It also says that it will occur] in the body that suffered with the soul in this
world, and did not derive any pleasure from the entire Torah and his good deeds. This will be after it is
purified from all its zuhama and physicality, as a result of death and decomposition in the ground.
(Sha’arei Leshem, p. 489) In other words, according to this, the purest of all the gilgulim comes back
in Techiyas HaMeisim. The body that "had its cake," but did not yet get a chance to "eat it" during its
lifetime is the body that comes back to enjoy the fruits of its labors in the period of resurrection. Since
it is the body that sacrificed the most for spiritual gain, but enjoyed the least physical reward for doing
so, it is the one to reap the benefits of its self-sacrifice from the past. However, again, it is not so
simple, as the Arizal explains: When a person is born, his Nefesh enters him. If he is adequately
rectified through his actions, his Ruach will enter him at the end of his thirteenth year when he
becomes a "complete person." His Neshamah will enter him only when he completes his twentieth
year, as it says in the Zohar (Mishpatim 94b). (Sha’ar HaGilgulim, Chapter 2) This is talking about the
ideal situation, during a person’s first gilgul. However, should a person not progress in this manner,
then the following applies—with major ramifications in Techiyas HaMeisim: If he does not completely
rectify his Ruach, then the Neshamah will not enter him and he will remain with only his Nefesh and
Ruach. Likewise, if he doesn’t completely rectify his Nefesh, then he will remain with only his Nefesh,
lacking both his Ruach and Neshamah. The Ruach and Neshamah will remain in a place known to
The Holy One, Blessed is He, and there a place will be prepared for each one. (lbid) In other words,
until a person is able to receive all parts of his soul, the parts he has yet to receive remain hidden
away with God until the person is ready for them. It can and often does take many lifetimes to finally
access those higher levels of soul. Depending upon the level of soul a person has "acquired," thus will
be his ability to grow spiritually. Now, if a person does not completely rectify his Nefesh the first time
and dies, then his Nefesh will have to reincarnate, perhaps even many times until it is sufficiently
rectified. Even after complete rectification is achieved, a Ruach will not enter him since he only
achieved tikun through a gilgul. (Ibid.) .... Had it been his first gilgul, then he could have received his
Ruach while still alive in his original body. However, this is not the case with subsequent gilgulim.
Instead: He will have to die and return in order to receive the Ruach. Furthermore, once the Ruach is
sufficiently rectified, then he will also have to reincarnate before receiving a Neshamah, as was the
case with the Ruach. (Ibid.) Thus, after he finally does rectify his Nefesh and dies, only in the next
reincarnation will he return with a Nefesh and a Ruach. Once the Ruach is rectified as well, then he
will have to die and come back in another gilgul with a Nefesh, Ruach, and Neshamah. If the Ruach is
not sufficiently rectified, then the Nefesh and the Ruach will have to come back again, perhaps many
times until the Ruach is rectified. Once rectification is achieved, then the person will die and his
Nefesh and Ruach will come back with the proper Neshamah, until all three are rectified. One this is
done, there is no need for any further gilgulim: he has become a "complete person." (lbid.)

Writes Rabbi Chaim Vital: ...it is well-known that the completion of the entry of the Nefesh into the
body, that is, the rectification of the Nefesh, is only through the performance of mitzvos. And, even
though sins blemish the Nefesh, they do not prevent its sparks from entering. However, there are two
other aspects regarding this matter. If, during the first life he only received his Nefesh and didn’t merit
to completely rectify it and he dies, at the time of Resurrection of the Dead only the specific sections
that were rectified return. This is because the first body did not complete the tikun of all levels of
Nefesh. (Ibid.) In other words, a particular reincarnation will resurrect and receive only those sparks
that were rectified through it, while the other parts of the Nefesh will return to the bodies in which they
were rectified. Thus, we learn a new principle: souls can subdivide into different bodies during
Techiyas HaMeisim, and the division is proportional based up the amount of sparks that were rectified
during a particular body’s lifetime. ... It turns out that, not only do our souls have different sections, but
those sections have sections—many of them—all of which are called "Holy Sparks" (Nitzutzei
Kedushah). And, what is even more remarkable is that they seem to have a certain independence of
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www.thirtysix.org:

The Purpose of a Gilgul is to repair damage done in a previous life or to achieve
perfection that wasn’t achieved'. The first time a soul enters this world the person is supposed
to perfect at least nefesh, ruach, and neshama. If so, the soul goes to Gan Eden to await
Resurrection’. If one does not perfect all three levels the first time, his soul must return to be
perfected part by part. Each time a part is perfected the person dies and is reincarnated with
emphasis on soul of the next level. Previously perfected levels are not damaged by sins of the
next gilgul3 . The soul continues to be reincarnated this way until it is perfected at least in
nefesh, ruach, and neshama®. All gilgulim will be resurrected at Techiyas HaMeisim but the
“first body’ is the main one’.

Additional purposes of gilgulim may be to perfect others or to marry a bat zug.°

their own, able to sustain their own bodies in Techiyas HaMeisim.
However, Rav Chaim concludes: The main source of pleasure in the Time-to-Come, though, is on the
level of Ruach and Neshamah . . . He (the resurrected body lacking its Ruach and Neshamah) will be
there in the World-to-Come and have some pleasure, but not the main pleasure since it will lack the
appropriate levels of soul—Ruach and Neshamah—to sense and enjoy it. (Ibid.)
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®For further resources and information on this topic see the following:
Proofs of Gilgul, [in Nishmas Chaim 3:15, Menashe ben Israel (1604-1658)] (NY 167-171)
“Speaking infants” in Shalsheles HaKabbalah p. 46, R. Gedaliah b. Yosef Ibn Yachyah (1515-
1587). Nachman Katufa spoke of Ma’aseh Merkava shortly after birth, and died at the age of
twelve. (169)
Not logical that there should be infinite number of souls. 600,000. “Mashiach won’t come until
all the souls have been finished from the body”. (171)
Dybuk, Rashba records this phenomenon from a reliable source. (167)
Gilgul Explains “Tragedies”, Nishmas Chaim 4:11
Why righteous suffer: tzadik v'ra lo - tzadik ben rasha. (NY 169)
Why children die, miscarriage. Ben Ish Chai. (163)
R’ Meir consoled by his wife (Yalkut Mishle 31).
R’ Yochanan b. Zakai by R’ Elazar b. Arach (Avos d’'R’ Noson 14:6).
Soul belongs to first body, only deposited in gilgul.
Birth defects: retardation, autistic children, etc.: soul reincarnated in person who is
unaccountable for sins.
Experience of Gilgul
Derech Hashem 2:3:10 - Status in this gilgul affected by previous one
The Baal Shem Tov and the miser
Sefer Chasidim 41 - Person not aware of previous gilgul (SOM 19).
Ari, Sefer HaGilgulim 84 - Mitzvos and Aveiros affected by gilgul (NY 179).
Avoda Zara 19a: “A person should only learn those parts of Torah which his heart desires”,
indicating that the rest has been perfected in previous life and this is what he must work on
now. Story of Alsheich...
Shabbos 118: Rav Yosef asked Rav Yosef the son of Rova, what mitzvah was your father
particularly scrupulous in performing”, this is what needs correction from previous life.
Those mitzvos which we find particularly difficult to keep are specifically the ones needing
correction.
How many reincarnations, Nishmas Chaim 4:14 (NY 173).
Majority of kabbalists say that in addition to first life, there are three gilgulim.
Job 33:29,30 “G-d does all these things twice or three times with a man, to bring back his soul
from the pit, to...the light of the living”.
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The Shem Mishmuel quotes 2> ann 990 who states that it is possible for a person

to be so entrenched in evil that even Gehinnom cannot cleanse him, and if he were sent to

Yibum

Zohar (Gen. p.150) on Ex. 34:7 “punishing the iniquity...to the third and fourth generation”.
Amos 2:6 “for three transgressions of Israel | will turn away his punishment, but for the fourth |
will not...”

Sefer HaBahir, a person can be reincarnated 1000 times.

Resolution 1: Purpose of gilgul is to perfect. If after 3 gilgulim no progress has been made,
soul has lost its chance. But if the soul is progressing, it can keep “rolling” many times.
Resolution 2: Three times as a man, as suggested in Job 33:29,30. After that, the soul can be
resurrected even 1000 times as an animal.

If a man dies without children, his brother is required to marry the widow in order to
perpetuate his deceased brother’s line.

Torah asserts that the couple will have a male child. Why does this necessarily follow?
Deceased brother is reincarnated as the child of this couple, becoming the son of his wife and
brother.

Unlike normal gilgul: 1) here all souls return together as in the first life. 2) main resurrection
from the gilgul, not the first life (SHG I:3).

Pele Yoetz (gilgul): family must inform the “son” what to correct based on their knowledge of
him as the “husband” in his previous life.

Transmigration

Definition: reincarnation into an inanimate object such as a rock, or vegetation such as a tree
or grass, or a lower life form such as birds and animals (SHG 1:22).

Source: Nishmas Chaim 4:13, the people of Dor Hahaflaga were punished in three ways: the
better ones had their language confused, those who intended idolatry were made into
animals, and the ones who intended to war with G-d were made into demons and evil spirits.
Explanation: a soul that didn’t take advantage to perfect itself in previous lives is now
subjected to the frustration of no longer being able to, totally dependent on extraneous forces.
stone (sat upon) — grass (eaten) — animal (consumed) — man

Rav Chaim Vital (SHG 1:22) said very often he would be walking with the Ari in the fields and
he would point out stones and creatures in which souls resided.

Experience:
Ramchal, Sefer HaMa’amarim, Inyan HaGilgul: a soul that is reincarnated in a sub-human
form doesn’t fully possess as a gilgul in human does. Rather the soul rides passively in the
object, confined as in a prison (SOM 22).
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Sefer Chasidim 41: gilgul in sub-human form is aware of being so, unlike normal gilgul in
which the soul is not aware of being reincarnated (NY 176).
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Gehinnom there would be nothing left of him. Such a person benefits from reincarnation, as
this is the only possible way for him to better his ways.'

viii - The Messianic Era

When a person dies, his soul goes to the mmwi oy and his body decomposes in the
ground. This precedes the Messianic Era. The Messianic Era itself is the last stage of this
world:
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People will continue to grow in the Messianic era though they will no longer be
rewarded for choosing to do good®. The Messianic era therefore comprises the last stage of
preparation before xan oow’. It will be exceptionally suited for maximum spiritual growth,
wisdom, knowledge and recognition of truth®. In particular, those who will rise in the first
resurrection, at the beginning of the Messianic Era, will be endowed with the answers to all
questions’.
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There will be many changes in the world during the time of the Mashiach, including:
1) G-d’s Unity will be revealed, 2) evil will no longer present itself as a choice, 3) Jews and
non-Jews will believe in and serve G-d, 4) people will be blessed with great knowledge,
wisdom and even prophecy, 5) non-Jews will take care of all the material needs of the Jews,
6) peace will prevail and all will share common goals, 7) nature will produce an abundance of
food', and 8) the world economy will thrive to the benefit of all.

The Messianic Era itself is the last stage of this world. It is a time when everyone, Jew
and non-Jew, will recognize G-d and the world will also accept the Torah as Hashem's true
teaching.
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The primary occupation of the world will be to know and understand Hashem.
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The Messianic Era is a time of completion, of bringing together of the cumulative
spiritual achievements of mankind as completed by G-d. First we will return to the level of
the First Man and Woman before the sin’, and then we will go beyond that to achieve what
the First Man and Woman would have achieved by Shabbos had they not sinned".

! Pinchas Winston, www.thirtysix.org: [Further,] there won’t be any waste product in the food, since
the physicality of the body will have become purified. Therefore, as a matter of fact, the food of this
time will not be like the food we have now, but rather, all the meals during Yemos HaMoshiach will be
extremely elevated and far better than any physical pleasure of now, since man himself will have
become transformed . . . All of the pleasures of This World are encased in an unpleasant physicality—
the taste of meat is inside the meat itself; the taste of wine is inside the grapes, etc.—and therefore,
the pleasure can only be sensed through man’s body . . . However, once the pleasure is enjoyed
without any encasements, then every aspect of man will delight in the pleasure and gain life force
from it. (Sha’arei Leshem, p. 499-500)
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www.thirtysix.org:

On the other hand, the intrinsic nature of the world will remain unchanged: all the
laws of nature will still function®, economies will run and be developed, science will
progress, and there will still be different nations and peoples™:
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Yet, this represents only the framework of that period. The changes during this time
will be many and far-reaching’. During the time of the Mashiach there will be two
resurrections, one for Tzadikim at the beginning of *rownn M (allowing even those DT
who have died to experience the Messianic era®), and a second at the end of the Messianic era
for all those remainingl.
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T
However, had the First Man not sinned, then since he was already at the first level (of before the sin)
he would now move to the second (of the Messianic era). It appears however, that we do not
necessarily get back to the level of xunn oTip nNwx1n 0TR before going into the Messianic Era.
(However, at Maamad Har Sinai, when we could have gone into the Messianic Era, we did do things
in the original order. For at Sinai, we already achieved the level of xunn 0TIp WK TTR ( ANNIAT 1P0Y
wnin 2w) and from that level we would have gone straight into Eretz Yisroel into the Messianic Era.)
Another difference is that, had Adam HaRishon not messed up, Yemos HaMashiach would
have taken place in Gan Eiden. Now, however, it will take place in Eretz Yisroel, a lower level than
Gan Eiden.
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R’ Saadyah Gaon adds that although we have a basic idea of what the world will be like during the
time of the Mashiach, the true reality will defy our imagination.

R ,1MUN MKna  mMDT NNIMeK L2707

N"WR1L) TIMKXR X111 27 1IN0 107 110701 17PN 117 NT'0 0127 I0 R?XR 117 M0N0 R? UK 071802 11770 10X
071 NU™MP 117 MWD TUKR TR 11°1°D 187 7231 72172 W1372 IRX™ 13 "INKR1 "2IXR 1T 172V 1URXR "3 NXR 01”7 (T° 10
121011 1N 0"2N131 02172 071272 1IN02N 1WKRI 120 22 727 AN1Ti 2231 Wnwa 1711 "1°0 1 TNUN1 172001 Nl
293 117 MWD? TNU..." 117Dl NDMI3N 10 117 DIT'RW 1NN N2 "9 OXRWUD 1UXR 7123117 TIUA1 NN 101X
13113071 M?P2 1M1IN? 22311 R?20 10 1IN"02NW 1NN 120107 07792

uoann ,a pen ,17aT1in I'I”1UJ15

TIR™A7 N2INTV XR'11 N12J2 1NNW TR TX? N'019 ONKR L O1N0 "N 123°RT 171 1'77127 102 27T 720710 12T "N'R10
121 ONTIAD 970 NNNY2 MNo™ 072 11221 2707 20 112192 1R7T'1 0911 9132 170N 0Nt 2232 1211 ,1°Uni
79D MNTR "10™ 0271 K1 17207, 1NN 0210 X721 X111 ," 1229 TUKRI N2W 013117 71310 X' 07272 NNR1
1211%8°

IWR TR TR MIR? N™019 NNR 11 NN N0 " 170K 137 2" 279,00 07INKR TI%1R 19021 K111 ,772772 121
131 27T R”2U™M111 R”2WT11 1720701 1122Pi1 MDON M™I0i 121 .U 0N 9280 9107 117272 INKR1 ‘121 11732 171N
1121 M1"17 TN 0°INa 07 N2 700 1TNIM3D? 'R0 9 2218l 22 1T (T8 1771) 2 N7IDY X710 W19
WW 1WIR 1"TY 72X T2 DA™ 712TMi "TUKR 21370 MR T?200 AD1w™? 1301 1212 1o 1NxR? uTpni 'l
n'wnn N InK K100 1771 01" 7100 117

N1"MN? 0”2pn T"NuW 17T ™07 2D 2AN3W 1 ,.2% 1170 ,717 71700 U179 1701

01J2 N'WNN M2 M1P” 0 1232 101 ... 17000 1n™2 19731 12N 0P T8 0NIX1 (18P q7T) 00 17127719 ’76
n'wunn NN'a N11?21 m3717 "2 "MW
1718271 “NNNNWA AR 1317 T2W17° 2D 22RTINN 237 (27 NMDN) 2710 1INKRW 110 NIR 0°IXR2AN 1271 :00 11KXi1
121 T'NNI TIPTN2 127" 0l R72W0770 1273 7121000 2700nNud MR1? 1207 'R 1101 1722R700 0K

38 of 154



The Environment and the Economy

During the Messianic Era, all the laws of nature will operate just as they do now.
Nevertheless, because the physical world is linked to the spiritual world, the earth will be in
the type of perfect balance that will allow it to produce its maximum. There will be no
droughts and no famines; there will be no shortages of any kind.
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Because shortages are often a function of economics and not of nature, the world
economy will also operate in harmony with these goals. There will be great financial
prosperity in the world and in 987w XX in particular’.
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[Ritvo, in commenting on this Gemara, asks why Daniel said that only many ("rabim"), but not all, of
those who are lying in the dust, will arise for the Great Day of Judgement. He answers that “the
Forefathers, the prophets and the exceptionally pious of Israel are already in Gan Eden ‘Beguf
VeNefesh’, with body and soul.” Other Tzadikim will arise when Mashiach comes and therefore, do
not need to arise for the judgement. It is only the rest who need to rise - hence many, but not all.
Ritvo here draws attention to:
a) the idea of two resurrections, and
b) the idea that many, but not all, arise for judgement.
He also goes on to introduce a new idea. The “many” who arise do not include the very worst of the
wicked. The Gemara in Rosh HaShanah lists this group. It includes:
(a) the “minim”,
b) the informers,
c) the “apikorsim” who denied the Torah,
d) those who denied the resurrection,
e) those who separated themselves from the ways of the community,
f) those who terrorised others and
(9) those who sinned and made others sin, like Jeroboam and his ilk.
His position on these seven groups disagrees with that of Tiferes Yisrael, who says that if the Mishnah
simply says that someone has no share in Olam Haba, he or she will arise. Only those listed
specifically as not arising will not arise. Thus, according to Tiferes Yisrael, when we speak of wicked
people not having a share in Olam Haba, we mean that they do not experience the reward after being
resurrected, but they do arise to be punished and to see the reward others are receiving.]
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The deeper purpose of the Messianic Era

The purpose of the Messianic era needs to be understood. It is no longer a world of
Avoda, and therefore we will lose the opportunity for acquiring further reward which we now
acquire through the challenges of choosing to serve G-d'. On the other hand, nownn > is
not yet 10w oo’ It appears to be an intermediary between this world and the next’.

Nevertheless, great things will be achieved during this time. Firstly, we will continue
to do the mxn. Although we will no longer have a Yetzer Hara and doing the myn will
seem effortless, the mnxn will nevertheless continue to purify us when we do them. We will
lose the reward of overcoming our Yetzer Hara but we still gain from the intrinsic
purification process inherent in doing the nnsn. This will be the final purification before ooy
Nan'.

In addition, another vital component of perfection will be achieved. The purpose of
creation is not just the completion of the individual, vVy9n ypn°. Rather, it is the bringing of
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®In (1 9T 2 nNg) QN3N "Mn9 177p and in (A7 9T) M1an nuT, Ramchal explains that if the purpose of the

world had been exclusively to reward the righteous and punish the wicked, then the cycle of people

living and being rewarded and punished could have gone on forever. There would be no need to bring
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VIil- THE MESSIANIC ERA

the whole of creation, the entire history of man, to a state of holistic completion — ypn'
"99on. As long as some people are doing evil and only some are doing good there exists a
terrible own 9190 in this world®. But when everyone will naturally fulfill His will, n7apn’s
Oneness is revealed; the Kiddush Hash-m of y1n» »o). If there is one person on earth who
does not recognize G-d’s Oneness as revealed in this world, Y10 5%, then His Oneness is
still not yet revealed’. We are therefore all dependent on each other to contribute our unique,
individual spiritual perfection to a symphony of mankind proclaiming the Oneness of the
Creator’. That symphony is called mwnn nw», a time when we will engage in pure
spirituality” and we will no longer be attracted by evil®. As a result of this spiritual clarity,
this will be a time of tremendous wisdom and insight’.

this process to a conclusion by ending the order of the world as we know it and entering into the
Messianic era:
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But, it is ultimately G-d’s will that even the evil person benefit from His goodness. In ultimate terms, G-
d does not want the possibility that somebody can disobey Will and deprive the world of His maximum
bestowal of goodness. Therefore, he also does not want the punishment that goes with that negative
choice. Punishment is, in ultimate terms, evil, and needs, at some stage, to come to an end.
Everything has to ultimately lead to a situation where G-d can bestow good on everyone, even the
Reshaim. Although the Reshaim will be punished, that is only the means to get them to the end.
Punishment, then, is not an objective good: it is a means to an end. Because it is not objectively good,
it does not have permanence. It, too, must ultimately be destroyed. All of this requires that, at some
stage, we move into a higher plane of existence where we are all maximally predisposed to receiving
G-d’s goodness.
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R.S.R. Hirsch: Israel's most cherished ideal is that of the universal brotherhood of mankind. Almost
every prayer we utter contains reference to the hastening of this end. (The 19 Letters, 15th letter.)
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The most important change during nownn M is that it will become clear to us that
spirituality is the only option. We will see evil and sin not only as destructive but as
something which does not have any real reality.

Although people will still have the capacity to choose between good and evil' they
will naturally choose to do good and lose their desire to do evil®. People will understand truth
with clarity without the need for miracles or other proofs of G-d and the Torah’, and their
hearts will naturally follow their minds®. There will be no distractions from dedicating one’s
life to spirituality’. Each Jew will be capable of understanding the truth by himself® and will
be able to understand the Torah at a much deeper level than we are able to now. Therefore,
the Halacha will be like Beis Shammai, whose Torah is deeper than that of Beis Hillel, too
deep, in fact, for us to fully appreciate in pre-Messianic eras’. Mashiach will be needed only
to teach non-Jews how they should serve G-d. None of this will happen immediately®. People
will continue to grow, first to the stage of the First Man before his transgression, and then to
further heights’. They will remember all the Torah they learn'’.
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Nevuah, a state currently unattainable even by people on the proper spiritual level,
will return'. In fact, it will become easy to attain the proper spiritual level necessary for
nevuah, and prophecy will become widespread. All will minimally merit a level of Ruach
Hakodesh without any difficulty at all*.

Although people will no longer be rewarded for choosing good®, people will continue
to grow in the Messianic era. The Messianic era therefore comprises the last stage of
preparation before Olam HaBa®*. The Messianic era will be exceptionally suited for maximum
spiritual growth, wisdom, knowledge and recognition of truth’.

During the time of the Mashiach, every nation will believe in Hashem. The world will
also accept the Torah as Hashem's true teaching and the Temple as the geographic center of
spirituality®. Since everyone will be working towards the same elevated spiritual goals, all
nations will live peacefully with one another and war will cease to exist’. Non-Jews will see
their task as ensuring the physical and material well-being of the world so that the Jews can
engage in spirituality free of any burdens. Non-Jews will understand that the Jews are not
only doing this for themselves, but for their sake as well. They will understand that their way
to reaching spirituality lies in attaching themselves to and serving the Jews®. Jews will accept
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this help not because they wish to lord it over non-Jews, but just because everyone will be
doing what they understand G-d wants of them'. Because the benefits of being a Jew at this
time will become so clear, all will want to convert’. However, because of the impossibility of
knowing who wants to convert because of a deep commitment to truth and who will want to
because of purely ‘this-worldly’ terms, no converts will be accepted at this time®. (A similar
decree was enacted during the time of David and Shlomo Hamelech4.)

We described nwinn min above as an intermediary between this world and the next”.
We no longer get rewarded for bechira, which no longer exists’. (However, nownn mm> is not
yet 19wn o%y’.) The Mashiach will not change the Torah in any way and all the mitzvos
will continue to apply®. (Only during the time of Techiyas HaMeisim will there be changes.)
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Although we will no longer have a Yetzer Hara and doing the mitzvos will seem effortless’,
we will still gain from the intrinsic purification process inherent in doing the mitzvos. This
will be the final purification before Olam Haba®.

In addition, we mentioned that at this time the whole of creation, the entire history of
man, will be brought to a state of holistic completion known as the 550 pn’. The 9190
own of people not doing G-d's Will will cease® and the Kiddush Hash-m of ynn> »» will be
revealed’. nwnn M is a time when we will all join in a symphony of mankind proclaiming
the oneness of the Creator®. As a result of this spiritual clarity, this will be a time of
tremendous wisdom and insight’.

Just as we all combine and contribute to a new spiritual reality in revealing G-d’s
Oneness, so, at an individual level, all of our good deeds during all of our ©15) combine to
contribute to a holistic and unified spirituality®.

The Mashiach is the catalyst designated to ensure that mankind achieve this state
where all our spiritual efforts contribute to the *»5n 1pn’. The primary vehicle for that state
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R.S.R. Hirsch: Israel's most cherished ideal is that of the universal brotherhood of mankind. Almost
every prayer we utter contains reference to the hastening of this end. (The 19 Letters, 15th letter.)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:VIIl- THE MESSIANIC ERA

will be the Jewish people' and in particular, the righteous amongst them. These are partners
with G-d in bringing about the Messianic state”.

The Jewish people therefore have a special responsibility to hasten the Mashiach’s
coming both by their own actions and by helping non-Jews recognize G-d’s Oneness as well.?
(Non-Jews will then also recognize that their spirituality is dependent on and goes through
the Jewish people4.)
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nPwnRn N> is only the first of many stages that come after it:
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See also SECTION TWO for more details of the Mashiach, mwnn nm> and lkvesa
D'Meshicha.
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They will attempt to show that they had always acted in a way which reflected this recognition:
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA

b. The Messianic Era in the Torah
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The Ramban, in his nY NN 7990, mentions several places in the Torah which talk about
the Geula:

From the verse (7 ©>271) 02 YN »>, the Ramban sees a hint for the time of the
Geula. The whole of V5 ©»27, starting with PPIYN 1 X DWH oNWp, as well as the next
perek, b, starting with 75y 182> ¥ >, deals with the Geula.

c. Hashem will never forsake the Jewish people

Regardless of our spiritual level, own will never forsake the Jewish people. The
Chofetz Chaim proves this from the following pasuk in Shmuel (The Chofetz Chaim on
Awaiting Mashiach, Targum Press):
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The Ramban brings a fascinating proof to this principle:
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ix - Olam Haba and Techiyas HaMeisim
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A beautiful parable explains the resurrection by comparing it to a butterfly: The
butterfly was once a caterpillar, a rather ugly, wormlike creature, crawling on a branch. It
then began to spin itself a cocoon until the caterpillar died and parts of it decayed. Eventually
a beautiful butterfly with wings bursts forth from the cocoon and flies gracefully in the air. So
too, our little bodies are like the wormlike creature; they are old and worn out and ready to
leave this world. But one day we will come forth in a new, beautiful, shining edition. “The
body will be transparent like glass and the Neshama will shine through the body. Those who
were like unimportant caterpillars (if they lived properly) will come forth and astonish

9 1

cveryone .

N2 0D is a general name that is used to refer to the stages after mwnn M and is
also sometimes used to refer to mnwIN ©2w. However, it properly refers to the stage from
o'nnn MNN onwards, which occurs after the >yawn q9x°. Belief in Techiyas HaMeisim is
one of the nMnn »py »° and is the underlying idea of the second bracha of the Shmoneh
Esreh. Someone who does not believe in Techiyas HaMeisim does not get it”.

' Rav Avigdor Miller Speaks pg. 139
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Kollel lyun Hadaf of Har Nof, Rav Mordecai Kornfeld: The Mishnah states that one of the people who
do not have a share in Olam ha'Ba is someone who says that "there is no Techiyas ha'Mesim Min
ha'Torah." Why does the Mishnah emphasize that the person says "Ein Techiyas ha'Mesim *Min
ha'Torah*?" It would suffice to say that a person who denies Techiyas ha'Mesim does not have a
share in Olam ha'Ba! Rashi seems to be learning from the words "Min ha'Torah" that it is not enough
for a person to believe in Techiyas ha'Mesim; he must also believe that Techiyas ha'Mesim has a
source in the verses that the Gemara quotes.
The Teshuvos Maharil (#194) clearly understood Rashi's words this way. He adds that even though a
person believes in Techiyas ha'Mesim based on Mesorah, tradition, he is still considered a heretic if
he denies the Derashos that the Gemara brings as proof for Techiyas ha'Mesim.
The Be'er Sheva strongly argues with this interpretation of the Mishnah. He says that if a person does
not believe in these Derashos, that does not make him a heretic. (He goes so far as to say that the
words in Rashi must have been an addendum of a mistaken student of Rashi, and they are not the
words of Rashi himself.) He proves this point from the Gemara that says that if a person denies
Techiyas ha'Mesim, he will not merit to be revived at the time of Techiyas ha'Mesim, measure for
measure, Midah k'Neged Midah, since he did not believe in it. If he accepts it mi'Pi Kabalah, based on
tradition, then he does believe that there will be Techiyas ha'Mesim. In addition, the Be'er Sheva
quotes the Sefer ha'lkarim (4:35) who writes that Techiyas ha'Mesim is only known through tradition
and not through a verse. (According to the way we explained Rashi above, these two proofs are not
challenges to Rashi's explanation.)
The Be'er Sheva, therefore, asserts that the words "Min ha'Torah" do not mean that the person must
believe that Techiyas ha'Mesim is written in a verse in the Torah, but rather that any part of the Torah
-- the Written Law or the Oral Law, contains a source for Techiyas ha'Mesim. It seems that the
Mishnah means to exclude by these words a person who believes in Techiyas ha'Mesim based on
philosophical arguments, rather than on the tradition.
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The Shev Shmaitsah (Hakdamah) suggests that the words "Min ha'Torah" might be alluding to the
Gemara in Kesuvos (111b) that says that anyone who does not study Torah will not come to life at
Techiyas ha'Mesim, because the "light of Torah" is what brings a person to life at Techiyas ha'Mesim.
The Mishnah, therefore, is saying that a person must not only believe that there will be Techiyas
ha'Mesim, but that Techiyas ha'Mesim will come about through the study of Torah.

Chart summarising different opinions as to who loses Olam Haba (A.Hassan and Y. Babad).
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: VIII- THE MESSIANIC ERA - 1X- OLAM HABA AND TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

These eras are further divided into many sub-eras and are known as the >wawn 9o’
until the »»Pwyn 958 when true NPNY) beginsz. Thus, Xan o9y is not a static situation. A
person will continue to grow through these eras and stages, acquiring greater heights of
spirituality as this situation unfolds®. However, unlike this world, a person will not be able to
actively choose to do good, thereby becoming a creator of good like G-d. The growth of a
person in Xan 09 will be determined for the person by the scientific*-spiritual laws which
will govern that situation.

Nan DY is a time when we can fully experience the cumulative spiritual joy of all our
mmsn’ as well as the pain of our negative actions’. (See below, reward and punishment).
Although the Rambam argues, most meforshim agree that this time unfolds with both our
bodies and our souls together’. Although xan o9 initially begins within the boundaries of
time it eventually moves into dimensions which are above time. At this stage there is no
more growth®, as growth implies movement through time. Once we reach this stage of true
nyny) we are able to experience all our spiritual achievements, which took a life-time
(probably of many decades), in any one instant’.

] 17"2aN? DW X11P/N1IN .25
Gives /Calls someone a nickname

i 17°2N 1172 72210 .26
Honours himself by someone’s disgrace.

¥ 1"M127/0MIN *T™2N 1120 .27
Disparages Sages/his Torah teachers.

'"The world is actually in a state of destruction for these thousand years. Chidush HaOlam begins in
the eight thousand period of years. (Seen note 1 above)
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“Scientific in the sense that they follow clear rules.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:1X- OLAM HABA AND TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

Nan 09w can be described as a 09 ", a revelation of the “face,” or Oneness, of
HaKadosh Baruch Hu as contrasted with ntn 05w, which is a ©9 9non or a hiding of His
Oneness'. In X320 09, that Oneness will be revealed not only to us but through us. In fact,
the true p>7x will find that at that time he will be a total >93 for this type of revelation®.

Two Resurrections

During the time of the Mashiach there will in fact be two separate resurrections of the
dead. A first resurrection will take place following the arrival of the Mashiach. However,
only people who were completely righteous during their lifetime will rise at that time>. This
will allow even those D78 who have already died to experience the Messianic era®.

A second resurrection will take place at the end of the Messianic era, at a time that is
known as the D)0 P70 0. At that time all people, both good and evil, will rise. However,
the evil ones will be judged and punished.’
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® Regarding non-Jews and resurrection (A. Hassan and Y. Babad, The Resurrection of the Dead in
Jewish Sources) ... there is not much material which addresses this question. What we found is that
non-Jews will arise. However, this appears to apply to their rising at the second resurrection rather
than the first. The last chapter of Sanhedrin provides a starting point and discusses non-Jews in the
context of resurrection. The second Mishnah clearly states that certain non-Jews, i.e. the people of
Sedom, do arise, while others, such as the generation of the flood, do not. A second source is the
Gemara in Sanhedrin which cites the following debate:
MIW T™J 22,2870 "DUIY 178 N71RW? T'UOT 12107 ~.0N?7R "MW 0" 23 7171RW0? T'DWT 12107 TNIR ¥
MIW 0MJ 23 R?7R MR R? ®271 071223 IR 21 DWIA" 117 IR AR "91271) 021070 NINIR 178 TN7R
L.OT7R
We understand this as follows: According to Rabbi Yehoshua, non-Jews who do not “forget G-d” have
a share in Olam Haba and, consequently, would have to be resurrected in order to claim that share.
Rabbi Eliezer disagrees and maintains that no non-Jew will have a share in Olam Haba. Rambam
follows the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua and rules that pious non-Jews have a share in Olam Haba.

They will, therefore, have to be resurrected.
X171 0?7107 P20 007 0 02100 MNIR 10N
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Zohar Bereishis tells us that these resurrections will start taking place in the sixth
millennium on "Erev Shabbos" -- the eve of the beginning of the seventh millennium which is
called Shabbos.”

PNT YAWH SN NXONND NHPMOPY AT IRY NIYN 29y XINY OWOY DY Nt 719y DYDY NN 739 TN
YITH) 90N DD DT 729y DYDY WM DIN DD NINY OYWIYN GON NI XNDDY NN PIY 29ON NV
(.N5P /N72 9T OYYIN

Mechanics of the resurrection

1,001 1NN NIVX 07209
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There is another discussion about non-Jews and their part in the resurrection in the Gemara in Rosh
HaShanah. A famous statement there speaks about the three nina, groups, which arise at the time
of resurrection, and the judgements meted out to them.
R0 VW19 ... T 20 NNKR 07110 T'UWT 20 NNR1T 0 NA 0T 20 NNR 1771 012 10 1IND 7 ... RN
.. T2 1" TN 19132 02100 MR "DW191 1912
After discussing the fate of the members of each category, the Gemara continues... “The rebellious
ones of Israel who sin bodily” and the “rebellious ones of the non-Jews who sin bodily”, go down to
Gehinnom .... The quote mentions both Jews and non-Jews, clearly implying that the whole
discussion is referring to all human beings. Again, we see from this Gemara that non-Jews are
resurrected and, in addition, they are sorted into different levels, i.e. righteous, wicked and those “in
the middle”.

In his commentary on the first Mishnah of the last chapter of Sanhedrin, Tiferes Yisrael summarizes
most of the points above. He says that since only the wicked Bilom is excluded by the Mishnah, this
shows that non-Jews have a share in Olam Haba. This includes non-Jews who are Benonim (“equally
balanced”) as well as Tzadikim (righteous). The wicked ones, the Resha’im, are punished and then
their souls will disappear.

Rambam says that ®an 07107 P21 0n? ©W* 072100 MR "T°0N. Elsewhere, Rambam elaborates: Any
Gentile who accepts upon himself the seven Noachide laws and is careful to observe them is
considered a pious Gentile. He qualifies for a share in Olam Haba. However, this is on condition that
he accepts and observes them because G-d commanded so in the Torah, i.e. He informed us through
Moshe Rabbeinu that Noachides were originally commanded to fulfill them. However, if one observes
them because his logic compels him, he is not considered a pious Gentile, but simply a wise Gentile.
Ritvo also says that Gentiles have to observe the seven Noachide laws in order to qualify for a share
in Olam Haba. He adds that Christians and Muslims are “Minim” and thus have no share, quoting
Rashi to this effect in connection with Christians. Rambam elsewhere also lists both Christians and
Muslims as having no share because they deny that the Torah is eternal.
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2Quoted from The Resurrection of the Dead in Jewish Sources, A. Hassan and Y. Babad
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How can the soul reenter a body which has long since decomposed?

) ,ND WXL ,NAT WITH
57N NaY I-rmvb DTN NN NN 772D 127010 DR NN 12 YD 229 NN IRY MINKY PPN DN
19) 1NV XYY DN NNV T2 YTIN NINY YTD TPIPIIN DN YT DX PIN DN DTV DY 1onN

Rashi in Sanhedrin tells us that Mashiach himself will have a hand in this
resurrection.’ According to the Zohar, Medrash Hane'elam, this first resurrection takes place
40 years after the in-gathering of the exiles.’

The Medrash HaNe'elam, in discussing the resurrection, provides a full sequence of
events.
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The Zohar describes a little bone in the body which survives the decomposition of the grave. Starting
from this bone, the same body which once existed is reconstituted.
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The Medrash Rabbah seems to be the only source which names this bone from which the body is

reconstituted - calling it the "luz".
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We see from these sources that the resurrection will not occur simultaneously with the
coming of Mashiach -- forty years will separate the two events.

Are the deceased resurrected in any order'?

The Medrash Rabbah tells us that the first people to arise will be those who are buried
in Eretz Yisrael.” The Zohar says that the Tzaddikim arise first, followed by others. The Avos
arise last of all so that they may enjoy seeing the land filled with their children.

The Gemara in Kesubos tells us what happens to those who are buried outside Israel.
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Rabbi Ila'a said that tzadikkim who are buried outside Israel "roll" under the ground to
Israel for resurrection. When the question is asked, "will that not be painful?" the answer is
given that G-d will make tunnels under the ground (through which they will walk to Israel
and then arise from under the ground - Rashi).

The Medrashic work, Osiyos deRabbi Akiva (letter tes), provides us with another
detailed and vivid description of the events of those days, telling us how the actual
resurrection takes place.
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1Quoted from The Resurrection of the Dead in Jewish Sources, A. Hassan and Y. Babad
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C.

SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:1X- OLAM HABA AND TECHIYAS HAMEISIM

The resurrected

Our bodies will become very spiritual after ©>nnn n»nn. They will no longer need
food and water but will rather be nourished from spiritual energy alone'. The level of our
bodies then will be similar to the levels of our souls now, with our souls higher still.
(However, Rav Saadiah Gaon writes that the people who rise during the resurrection will eat,
drink, marry and procreate’.) We will be able to recognize our friends and family among
those who rise during the resurrection’.We will be free of illness®, and we will live forever".

The Broader Perspective of the Resurrection
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Techiyas HaMeisim is a time when everything reaches its tikun, becoming the perfect
server of man in reaching closeness to his Maker:
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: X-THE ONE THOUSAND YEARS DESTRUCTION AND RECONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD
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At this time, the whole physical creation will join the spiritual world in a new unity:
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X - The One Thousand Year Destruction & The Reconstitution of
The World
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Prior to the resurrection, the world will undergo a cataclysmic change as it
metamorphosizes into its final state. For a period of one thousand years, the world will return
to fohu u'vohu, the same state which existed before the creation. At the end of this time, the
world will be remade in a new form, the permanent state of N2 DY
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: X-THE ONE THOUSAND YEARS DESTRUCTION AND RECONSTITUTION OF THE
WORLD - XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

This period of destruction is a transition from this world to the world to come'. It is
not intrinsic to G-d’s original plan for the world. Rather, it is a necessary purification,
required because of the xvn of NwxIN TN, Just like the death of every individual was
necessitated by the xon of NWNAN DX, so too is the destruction of the whole world®. Only
then will the "y be powerful enough to purify the body4. At that time Techiyas HaMeisim
will encompass all elements of the world to comprise a new m9w’.

Xi-  The Yom HaDin HaGadol, Reward and Punishment

a. The Yom HaDin HaGadol

The Yom HaDin HaGadol is the transition into the period of o>nnn nnn’. It takes
place after the entire six thousand years of 1 09 is completed’.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:X1- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

It is only at this time that a person can be judged according to the full consequences of
his actions, for it is only with all of history complete that the full interaction of someone’s
actions with the totality of events, those that preceeded and those that came after, finally
becomes available'. Since at this time the world achieves mm»w, a person receives his
portion of all the nYw, which everyone now experiences in one form or another”.

Reshaim

An evil person can be defined as someone who did not contribute to the 551 pn
that led to this mm>w. Therefore, he initially does not have the natural harmony with this
MYy to connect with it. Even after he finds himself in a totally spiritual environment he
finds himself identified with that which he cannot now have, the material and sensual®. But
G-d has set up mechanisms where even he, in the end, will experience this nYv. Initially
such a person experiences the pain of being distant from ultimate spirituality in an
environment where it is clear that there is nothing else*. Thus G-d does not punish this person
so much as this person automatically experiences the pain of his lack of spirituality”. But the
fact that G-d’s truth is also revealed through this situation makes the rasha an instrument for
revealing G-d’s ways and allowing him to fill the void in his spirituality®. This is a zechus for
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According to this, a small action can sometimes have very large consequences, For example, a
person may smile at someone non-observant. This may be the first contact the latter had with a
religious person and may make them open to a process leading to his/her ultimate Teshuva. After
becoming a baal teshuva that person will bring up a Torah family which will in turn produce many
Torah-observant generations, involving many millions of nixn. One descendent may even become
one of the great sages of the generation.

The Rif, quoting a verse in Yechezkel, says that at the time of judgement only sins for which we have
not done Teshuva are taken into account. (A.Hassan and Y. Babad)
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

the rasha which will ultimately lead to him, too, being able to enjoy the n»awn v,

Ultimately, G-d wants to give to all His created beings, including the ooywA?, and will
look for ways of doing s0°. wny, which is really just the natural consequence of a person
denying G-d to give to him as He wishes, is a way in which G-d can ultimately get to give the
person as He originally desired*. For ultimately, nothing can stand in the way of G-d’s Will,
and it is His Will to do good to us’. Punishment, then, including Gehinom®, is simply a
temporary means to an end’ and is not an absolute good®. Serving only to facilitate G-d’s
eternal giving, it will ultimately disappear’.

Total Reshaim who may nevertheless have done some good receive their reward in
this world rather than the next. They cannot get their reward in Xan 09y because they have
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The charata turns the person from a rasha who identified himself with the cheit to someone for whom
the cheit is something detached from his essence. The birur makes it clear to the person that that
which attracted him to begin with has no reality whatsoever.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT
SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:XI- I'HE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

absolutely no relationship with it'. However, this would only be if their good actions were
effortless or by rote. Reshaim who consciously exerted themselves to do good, to whatever
tiny degree”, would already, to that degree, have some relationship the World to Come® and
will continue to grow in the World to Come®. Even those Jewish Reshaim whose actions
cannot be rewarded in the World to Come get some portion in the World to Come by virtue
of their intrinsic spirituality” and naturally good qualitiesé. For, in the end, we all have a very
high, spiritual root level of our mmnwy which does not participate in any transgression and
which, in fact, is always operating at a level of 27my. This is what is meant by the statement
NI D99 PN DNY W IR 9.

Still, the worst Reshaim are described as having no portion in the World to Come.
While those who get m75 may be in this category, this is not clear’. However, even these

8

'Even in the case of a total Rasha, G-d is not n"12 22 10w napn, and He will repay the person any
reward for any good he might have done in this world. Actually, G-d does not want to pay him in this
world rather than the next. However, Rav Dessler explains that since this person is simply not spiritual
enough to connect with the spirituality of the World to Come, such a person would not be able to
receive such reward even if he were given it. G-d therefore has no choice but to reward the person in
this world.
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C.

achieve some Nan 09y by virtue of the impression of their souls (n7n°w9) which attach to the
souls of the D’p"rxl.

Reward is a Natural Outcome of the Person's Actions

Just as the “punishment” of DoywA is really just an expression of their essential
selves?, so too is the “reward” of the ©p>1x’. This is very different from our concept of
‘reward’. For example, were a laborer to work a field, he would, at the end of the day, ask for
his payment, his reward. The owner of the field might then pay him in cash for his work. The
work in the field did not produce the cash; it produced an obligation which was now paid in
cash. But reward in the World to Come does not work in this way. There, the reward is
intrinsic to and a natural outcome of the person’s actions. We are all walking around with our
Nan oYW inside of ourselves. However close we get to G-d in This World will automatically
dictate the amount of joy we will experience in the World to Come. For the joy is the
experience itself of the closeness to G-d*.
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However, this would only apply to Jews, who have an untouchable core of goodness:
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1: XI- THE YOM HADIN HAGADOL, REWARD AND PUNISHMENT - XII- WHY IS OLAM
SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:X1I- WHY IS OLAM HABA/ TECHIYAS HAMEISIM NOT MENTIONED IN THE TORAH?

xii- Why is Olam Haba/Techiyas HaMesim not mentioned in the
Torah?

Although many verses in the Torah refer to Techiyas HaMeisim', we only know this
because of a Mesorah.”

If the reward of Nan obw is the destiny of man's existence, why is the concept not
mentioned explicitly in the five books of the Torah itself?

The Maharal® gives several explanations for this:

i- Nevua cannot grasp that which is not a part of any “this worldly” reality.

ii- The Torah was given to us as a guide to completing this world through our nTay in this
world. If the Torah would have defined our nTay as only reaching completion in the next
world, this would have meant that this world cannot be completed by our Avoda (which is
not true)5 .

iii- So that we would not think that the purpose of serving HaSh-m is in order to get reward
(although we will indeed be rewarded)®.

iv- Torah belief has an empirical base — the national testimony of the Exodus and the Sinai
events. This is what allows us to be so sure that we are right and they are wrong. Had the
Torah brought in NXan oY, our faith would then be predicated on something which we can
never, in this World, testify about since it is a fundamental belief. Our claims would then be
no different from those of other religions’.
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SECTION 1-CHAPTER 1:X1I- WHY IS OLAM HABA/ TECHIYAS HAMEISIM NOT MENTIONED IN THE TORAH?

2 PWYNN NN ,MIYTI DNINNN YOI
55VNVY 72T XAN ODIYN DINY 1910 NNNN MAD YNYY TaY2a DN NN DI IVIN V192 DN DAN
DV Y 191 1INAZN NNNN NINP NINIY N POY NN

The Rambam answers that the people who lived during the time when the Torah was
given denied the existence of bwn, prophecy, and spirituality in general. When own revealed
the Torah to the Jewish people and publicized His laws to the world at large, own purposely
left out all mention of spiritual reward and punishment and the resurrection of the dead to
ease acceptance of the prophets and the Torah. Once the truth of prophecy was ingrained into
the Jewish people own did in fact reveal the idea through the prophets, as the proofs brought
above. (Note that according to the Rambam, the quote from Daniel is the single true proof.)’
Other explanations are also given®.
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CHAPTER ONE: DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

1. Definition
ii. Purpose of Golus
1. Golus and Geula
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 1:1I- PURPOSE OF GOLUS — III- GOLUS AND GEULA

CHAPTER ONE: DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

i- Definition

Golus is not just the exiling of the Jews to the Diaspora, though that is a sure sign that
we are in Golus, as we were also in Golus under the Greeks without any physical exile. The
Jewish nation is considered to be in Golus when it is subject to the pervasive values, culture
and ideals of the Golus civilization'.

But it is not just cultural influence which defines Golus. When we are in Golus, we
are locked into the same civilization energy as the Golus nation. Y91 Nt op Nws. When we
use that energy for Torah and nnsn, there is less energy for the Golus civilization. And when
we do not use that civilization energy we release it for usage by the Golus civilization. This is
why Golus anti-Semitism is so much worse than other forms of anti-Semitism. For the Golus
nation perceives, correctly, that there is a struggle which is either-or. As long as we are
thriving as a Jewish nation we are using up the very energies which the Golus civilization
needs to draw on. We are depriving them of their civilization energy. In our relationship with
other non-Golus civilizations, there is, to a certain degree, place for both the Jews and the
other civilization. Each has its brocha and each has it role. But a Golus-civilization draws its
whole strength from the weakness of the Jews.

We will explain why this is so below.

ii-  Purpose of Golus

Golus is the consequence of a lowered spiritual level. This causes the Shechinah to go
into Golus, i.e. to be revealed in places where it is mixed with NNV and therefore not to
glow fully®. The physical and cultural Golus is an outward expression of this fact. Our
lowered spirituality leads to Golus HaShechina which in turn leads to our physical Golus or
the ruling, physically and spiritually, of the Golus nation over us. But Golus is not only a
consequence; in its abject impurity it provides the opportunity for tikun. It is both the illness
and the medicine. For once the Shechina is in Golus, we have to go there to find the sparks of

'"Therefore the Greeks are considered to have exiled us spiritually in the sense that Hellenistic culture
rapidly took root on the very holy Israeli soil where Judaism ought to have been strongest. This is why
the Greeks are considered one of the exile nations. The Jews were never in fact physically exiled by
the Greeks. The Greeks conquered Israel but let the Jews stay on the land. The Greeks did, very
consciously, impose their Hellenistic culture on the Jews. And what was not done consciously was
done by osmosis and seepage, similar to the way aspects of American culture and language can be
found in every corner of the globe today. Greek culture was so powerful that about half of the Jewish
population became Hellenistic, a term which in the Jewish historic literature refers exclusively to Jews
who bought into the Greek culture. Thus the Greeks sapped Jewish civilization energy, milking away
reservoirs of the best of its youth, creeping insidiously into the head space of anyone not alert enough
to fully understand its dynamic.
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spirituality hidden in the midst of the nxmv. We do this by teaching the non-Jews about G-d'
and spirituality, by making converts, and by using the afflictions of Golus to purify ourselves.

il - Golus and Geula’

The Maharal explains that Golus is ultimately an unnatural phenomenon, a breach of
the natural order of the world®. It is not natural for the Jews to be dispersed® and it is not
natural for us to be subject to other nations. And, being unnatural, it is therefore destined to
end. Neither the Shechina nor the Jewish people belong in Golus. Golus defies the laws of
natural spirituality. Because of this, it has no permanence. Perforce the laws of spiritual
nature will prevail to end our exile. Geulah is no mere wish or hope; it is the intrinsic natural
forces of history which will drive the world to this resolution’. For only that which is natural
has continuity®.

:(1 T N"wR1) 17 77 w19 12T puvn’

T 201 0N 23 NIR 22007 TiTaR DT 122 77170 19182 02107 23 19 20 01271 7179 1°0°0 1R "NT19m
TID 90171

0N? 04 R21°W 1771 7NN 0°127 8121 1"07°2 2'N3T 11303 0147 NUT TH?1N A°N0 ;0142 17NN

OM22 7170 T*3INN 20 2010 N3 T 20 01 28 DMK 073007 0™IR1 170 7272 00310 &2 RS 0N 0737m
n'wnin 12070 T 170 M3 001 170 7700 IN20 0T N3 DMK 079K NTAwn? 1T 17109 1T DN
TNIPNA IRIAW MIT NW 12 22 PP P7172 T2 TR

177220 *T"2 10770 TV 027 00D 2792 117702 1077 201 1790 170072 107020 012 IR TR (1)

02 1" 2781 ,ON'INN? 02 07T T2 727 2R70° 17220 1T ®7R KR R0 T 017°9 77 7NN ()
1”91 113700 N2 M7 07101 2100 0TI

TN MW 1T 7TANI L, T0 110 1P 100 071807 ®AW 117X APDT 1971 2771 12T AN7712 AND N Nw19 07121
WM 2PDT 2D INNADT 1RTWI

“See additional sources on this topic:

01TR M1723 - 717 :0° 19\ M2371 1"0 - 10 ;009 :pN¥* 9 (1
'1IMXRN RN 10N 0N (2
WA DORPN M9\ (MIM27100 IRWT N0 MO?N 172 2720) TURTN VORI 779 2 107 11X ;27701 (3
(7R7WT NWIT™? 7137 ORT 23 ,17"70 VIW N22pn N'0"27 M370) (17NKR1) "U2 001 (T101)

37 TU 077RIW OTR 2 U™ 17T - TIND U1 - N7 g7\ ("0 972 IN13) NURIT VYRR 19070 N21000: 7180 1
(2,79 121N - PNRT TN92 TV 1701 11712271 172 711101 R? 2RUNUT N7 - “XR1i1 019
1 TID 1D MMI237 172 1IN R? 2XRUNUT AnY INR1 0RT 2NNG DURN U700 U0 021810 190 - 17207 (4
/2,10 121N :PNXT TN921 “R10 019 37 TU 07210 OTR "2 W™ 77T - TINU 0™ - 177 97 :m¥n 11 - 27700
("N NN 11717000 :2RMT 2D AUI10TH 170N - 28117IR]
121 /T UK PIR 11”7 (APV) 01AT :0N30 JWN 730N M2 (5
121
2NNNN DUPN "IN 1IWON N\ LD TUR TINRTYY 2TNANN VR0 910 TU 1TOKRT0 DU 021840 190 - 17307 (1
"o7IRY”
;2779 17D1) (N2107 0°WID R? OX 1279R 1"7&3]1 2R707) P21 P1921 2NN VORN R7?79 28107 11X - 277010 (2
OXR 1779 22 1D (MINR NIRN R T1T 12 7N?) NPT 281 2 1NN DURNT 1NN2° 20 X120 27921 2" NNN0 DURi
(MWNI NINT MAN 177" 70 17191 170 122N 1°wni nn®
TID1 2719 77 717 .2 13 TT210 112231 0127 1°0 M12AR NUUNA NXR 11PN 731 BURN0 N'0UKXR11 WNna 17an1a U7
101 WX T 12T 20 1RAD T NN MA0 KA1 "1 "NRINa N1°w192 372 17701

170N N R™XM MW R0 M2 R 7R10° 1R ,2710n°
DAY 12T 1R 1IN R7E 2RIW0 1R 27100 :R79 2R1W° nX1,2770n*

D°RX1" 0N 10X 07127 231 ... 121370 20 11112 AN A°R1 K10 MDA M2a0 R 28707 181 ,2770n°
0N 1"RW] *DAVA TIPN7 TINN T 1 077 "DAV "N220 01PN 7770 T2 1°R ,OMp1n? PN 001 "D20n 01pnn
JDAV DAV "M22N NWDI 770,007 DAV "TT720 01N1I10A 0TIR0I 1771 0K " ,[07DA07 071AT0 P71 MTNNa

07020 0™12T P71 TN TNID 1RO :XR”9 ?7R70" NX) ,'7”"I|"ITZI6
67 of 154



SECTION 2-CHAPTER 1: I1I- GOLUS AND GEULA

The reason that Golus is possible to begin with, explains the Maharal, is because the
world is composed of both physical/material and spiritual components. These two
dimensions, the material and the spiritual, reflect mirror images of each other. The Jews, who
chose to attach themselves to core spiritual endeavors, are able to unify all forces. On the
other hand, their failure to do so leads to a dissipation of these forces into the fragmented
reality of the material. In the material world, things have their own identity and separate
themselves into different directions. The four Golus nations represent this reality'. In
practice, fragmentation, division and even divisiveness of some sort, even amongst the
Jewish people, is the natural state of this world®. Only in the Messianic era, when there is a
true revelation of G-d’s Oneness, is this fragmentation fully resolved.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE FOUR GALUYOS

Golus Anti-Semitism

4 exiles

The Jewish Ten in the Heh — the opposite of the Daled
The 4™ exile
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CHAPTER TWO: THE FOUR GALUYOS
i- Golus Anti-Semitism

The very existence of anti-Semitism cannot be explained by sociological
explanations.

270 TPYRID - 7Y
D92 PWN NYY NNIND PHNT 1INY NIN ,APYD NNIW IYYY Y112 RO NIDN IRN J2 NYNIY /1) DN
:)2Y

Anti-Semitism is rooted in a real recognition by the Gentiles of who the Jews are. In
their characteristic brevity the Sages point this out by a play on words. »»v-Sinai, when we
became who we are, sounds the same as NNiw-hatred, i.e. anti-Semitism. This is because at
the very moment that we received the Torah our distinct moral and spiritual task contrasted
us forever from the nations of the world.

For example, the Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of
material and political power. “It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's
...presence in history as revealed in the continued survival of Israel. ...The hiding G-d of
history was a repudiation of everything Nazi Germany stood for." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The
Hiding G-d of History). So too the Communists were much more anti-Jewish than anti-
Christian'.

And on Christian anti-Semitism: “How did the Christians historically explain the
miraculous survival of the Jew? Only two possibilities - or G-d's chosen people - which they
couldn't accept, or the work of the devil, which they proposed. A perverse recognition of
Jewish uniqueness." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History) The normal rules of
history and sociology are not sufficient to explain this phenomenon. Only by understanding
the Choseness of the Jewish people and how that interfaces with the nations of the world can
we come to any understanding of this most harrowing and perplexing issue.

Here we must distinguish between the true anti-Semite as opposed to the person who
merely hates the Jew because he is different. The latter, if he is white and male for example,
will also hate blacks, women and all others who are different from him. The real anti-Semite,
in contrast, understands who the Jew is, that he is chosen, and that his strength lies in his
connection with G-d through the Torah. Hitler certainly understood this*; so did Haman,
Amalek and all those who pursued final solutions.

Our Sages tell us that our biggest problems come from the exile (Golus) civilizations.
As we explained above, an exile civilization is one which is locked into the same civilization
energy as the Jew so that 59 nt op Ntwa, when one rises the other falls’. When we, the Jews,

'even though their official policy was not to be anti-Semitic at all.

Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews: Totally unjustified in terms of material and political power. “It was a
metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's ...presence in history as revealed in the continued
survival of Israel. ...The hiding G-d of history was a repudiation of everything Nazi Germany stood
for." (Eliezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History)

3In his book Civilization, Kenneth Clark defines an active civilization as one that seems to produce a
high level of energy, civilization energy as | like to call it. Each civilization has its own energy system
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keep Torah and mnsn, we use up the available civilization energy and the exile nation finds
its energies sapped. When we do not keep the Torah, however, we release these energies for
the exile nation and it is then able flourish at our expense.

The Maharal (79 S89v> N¥)) explains that there is no such thing as a mediocre
energy level for the Jews. Either, through our spiritual mastery, we are in the driver's seat,
controlling global resources, or down into the abyss we go, ruled and controlled by others'.
This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes unfulfilled it is as if the
Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the lowliest of
nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness. The Maharal writes
that when it goes unfulfilled, it is as if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and
therefore are subjugated to the lowliest of nations.

The Gemorrah in Kesuvos reports that the great Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai once saw
a maiden collecting barley from amidst the animal dung of the Arabs. Upon further enquire
he discovered that she was from one of the most prestigious, wealthy families of Jerusalem,
now reduced to total poverty. Upon learning this he exclaimed, "Happy are you, oh Israel. At
the time that you do the will of G-d, no nation is able to rule you; yet when you disobey His
will, you are handed over to the animals of the Gentiles>."

Here we learn of real anti-Semitism. The anti-Semite who runs down the street and
yells, "You dirty Jew" is not the problem of the Jews. The anti-Semite who understands what
the Jew and his civilization is all about and that he, the Gentile, is in fundamental competition
with the Jew for limited spiritual resources, is the one to be feared.

The Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of material and
political power. Haman, the evil advisor to the king in the Purim story of Esther certainly
understood what the Jews were all about. All of these intuited or consciously knew that the

which inevitably seems to run out. Civilizations seem to peek at a certain point and then go into
decline. As Mark Twain would have it:

"The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, then
faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and Roman followed; and made a vast noise, and
they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but it burned out, and
they sit in twilight now, or have vanished."

Sometimes, however, a nation seems to draw on the same civilization energy as the Jews. They
seem to be locked into the same energy system. This causes huge conflict, for there is then not
enough civilization energy to go around. If the Jews express themselves and develop their Torah
civilization the twin nation will find itself on the wane, their very existence at stake. Should the Jews
weaken, and the twinned civilization take up the slack, the Jews will feel themselves totally dominated
by this alternate civilization.
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In this respect, we are the inheritors of Adam, the first man. Of him it was said in n"wx12: NIT21TN
121 0" that he would rule over the fish of the sea. But the Hebrew word for "rule" is ambiguous; it can
also mean to descend. In fact, ruling and descending are simply opposite poles of the same idea or
force. Should he merit, man rules; should he not, down he goes.
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SECTION 2-CHAPTER 2: 11 - 4 EXILES —III - JEWISH TEN IN THE HEH- THE OPPOSITE
OF THE DALET

destruction of Judaism was an essential prerequisite to the full expression of their
Machiavellian dreams.
Real anti-Semitism, then, is rooted in a true recognition of who the Jews are.

- 4 exiles

Historically, we have suffered five exiles: The Egyptian, the Babylonian, the Persian,
the Greek and the Roman. The Egyptian exile was the paradigm exile just as the Egyptian
redemption is the paradigm redemption of the Geula we will undergo when we go into the
Messianic Era at the end of history'. This leaves four exiles®.

Yaakov Avinu dreamt about these four exiles® and Daniel prophesized about them, as
we will discuss later.

Why four? Four represents all directions (N, S, E & W) and reflects the maximum
atomization of reality away from the unifying force of spirituality4. Just as each direction is
unique, so each one of the Golus nations has its unique qualities”.

There are other civilizations as well. The two most notable left out of this
configuration are the nations of the east and their powerful religions of Buddhism, Shintoism,
Taoism, Confucianism and Hinduism. And there is the civilization of Islam. These are not
considered Golus nations for they are not mirror images of Jewish spirituality. They have
their own blessing and are not locked into the history of the Jewish people as the 4 exiles are.
The nations of the East, n710p 3, received their blessing from Avraham Avinu. Yishmael
was directly blessed by G-d himself. However, numerous commentators have stated that in
the Messianic Era Yishmael will join Edom in a grand, anti-Semitic coalition®. Rav Hutner
dates the beginning of this coalition to the visit of the Grand Mulfti of Jerusalem, Haj Hamin
El Husseini, to Hitler during the 2™ World War, soon after which Hitler announced his
genocide plan.
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iiti - The Jewish Ten in the Heh — the opposite of the Daled

Four always represents the maximum deviation from the ideal. Spirituality is a
unifying force, for it leads everything back to the One Creator. The force of spirituality in this
world is represented by the » in the N, which is the letter for this world. The > is ten, which is a
unity of one. It is the oneness that comes after the pluralities of two to nine, combining them
into a new unity'. (The holiness of the number seven lies in the fact that it is half way
between four and ten®.)

The Jews represent the force of unity in this world, the core spirituality of the > which
can draw the 7 into it. However, when we do not use our spiritual energies, they dissipate and
scatter. Fourness reigns. The Messianic Era represents the time when our > force will be a
unifying factor in the world®.

The Genesis story clearly states that language, G-d's utterances in fact, were the
vehicles through which His creative forces passed on their way to tangible reality™.

The Heh (n) and the Yud (>) stand out as encapsulating the entire reality of this world
and of the World to Come respectively’. The Yud (>), the symbol for the World to Come, is
ultimately conceived of as an infinite point in space, drawn out only so that it will be visible
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*Avraham Avinu wrote a whole Kabbalistic work, 11'%"1 190 (the Book of Formation), detailing the
mechanics of this mysterious tool. Somewhere between G-d's creative will and the world we see is
the word "And G-d said". The Hebrew word is therefore not just a symbol for a thing. It is that thing at
a higher level. If we were to spiritualize an object into pure energy, at some level we would get the
Hebrew word. For now, all we need to know is that the letters of the Hebrew alphabet and the words
they form in some way mirror the physical reality of the universe.

071w MX T -2 73 (T 12 11°0W°): which Chazal (Menachos :v2) translate: Using the name i1-*, G-d is

the rock of the worlds — i.e. of this world and of the next. From another Pasuk, we learn that it is the n

which is used for the creation of this world:
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So perforce it is the “*” which must have been used to create ®ain 0710. (See the Gemorrah and the

Meharsha there. See also the Sifsei Chaim, Moadim Aleph, the bottom of pg. 30)
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The Sages tell us that this world was created with a ®”in and the world to come with a 771". These two
letters stand for Chochma and Binah, i.e. the brain and the heart. In this world, G-d wants our heart,
and the greatness of the man is according to his heart. But, in Olam Haba, when he will have
Shechted his Yetzer Hara, and there will be no more place for choice, the distinction of one person
over the next will be according to his level of wisdom and the perception of his brain.

73 of 154



SECTION 2-CHAPTER 2:11I- JEWISH TEN IN THE HEH- THE OPPOSITE OF THE DALET

to the eye. Numerically, it is the tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Ten is a new unit of one
- the first point at which the fragmentation of reality (which starts with the number two) is
reunified into a new and higher unit. This is the source of the next world; the resolution of all
our separate existences into a higher unit of combination, peace and wholeness.

The Heh (n) is combined of two letters. The larger part of the heh is really a dalet (7),
while the smaller part is actually a yud (°). The Yud, remember, is the symbol for the next
world. So it seems that something of the next world is already present in this world.

The dalet is the numerical value of four. (It is the fourth letter of the alphabet.) This is
the ultimate unit of fragmentation and is always used in the Torah to express maximum
diversity'. Thus, for example, when the river in the Garden of Eden leaves the Garden into a
lower plain of the earth, it splits into four rivers. We are also told that there are four animals
that have only one of the two kosher symbols, they either chew the cud (three of the four) or
they have a split hoof (the pig) but do not have both. Of course there are plenty of other
animals which have both symbols of impurity, but these four begin all the directions in which
deviation from purity can go.

The physical shape of the dalet reinforces this idea. The dalet (1) is made up of two
vavs (1) which amounts to two straight lines going in all four directions of the earth, so to
speak. (Ultimately, all the letters of the alphabet can be broken up into Yuds and Vavs.)

This ultimate unit of fragmentation, the number four, first gets expressed in the
second verse of the Torah. The first two verses read as follows:

NIND NN DIWN NN DYPIYN N2 PUNIL-N
...DINN 9 5Y TWN 1N NN NN IR

b-The earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the face of the depths ...
(Translation:_The Living Torah, Rabbi A. Kaplan)

The second verse is the result of the first verse. The consequences of G-d's creating a
heaven and an earth were that the earth was without form and empty, with darkness on the
face of the depths.

The Sages point out that here, too, four things are mentioned. There is YNm,
formlessness; there is 12, emptiness or tangledness; there is darkness (7wn) and finally there
is the ©yn, the depth or the turmoil.

Moreover, the Sages tell us that each one of these words reflects one of the exiles:

522 Ny = N
DI MY = 2
MM = Tun
DTIRNMYY = ONN

This is surprising, for these words appear before any human was created. However,
the verse is telling that the very reality of the creation of the world leads to a fragmentation of
reality to the highest degree conceivable. This is reflected in a unit of four. Each one of the
four words describes a reality of highly entropic, disordered or unformed matter:
formlessness and tangled-ness, darkness and turmoil. (The darkness here is not simply the
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lack of light, for light had yet to be created. It is in some sense an independent creation, not
just a negative reality. More accurately, it is an intrinsic result of the creation of the world in
the first place.)

Prior to the creation of the world there was only G-d: He was total reality. To create
the world G-d had to make the space inside of Himself, so to speak, to allow for the existence
of "an other". From then on some multiplicity was to be expressed. True, we are all ultimately
a part of that higher reality. But as long as we live on this earth, Jewish law demands that we
relate to ourselves as having some sort of independent identity and that we relate to other
parts of this human and non-human universe in a multiple of different ways. We pray to G-d
and we say I and You, we do certain commandments like putting on Tefilin which we can
only do to ourselves, and others like charity which we can only do to others. We are required
to relate to different objects of the physical world in different ways: this one is a bread crumb
forbidden on Passover, this one is a synagogue with laws of sanctity. Blur this distinction and
psychological as well as spiritual health is immediately threatened.

We might summarize this aspect of the first two verses of creation by saying that in
the beginning G-d created something other than Himself. As a result of this there was a
multiplicity of realities, dependent on G-d for their existence, but appearing superficially as a
fragmented reality. This was expressed by all four primary directions.

It has therefore always been a Judaic expectation that the basic number of forces in
this world is four, just as science holds today. (On these grounds, Judaism would reject the
idea of the hidden fifth force, and, if found, would be confident that one of the forces is
simply a reflection of one of the others.)

What also emerges is that if we take the four forces of the second verse back up to the
first verse at the beginning of creation, they unite back into the original creative force of the
Almighty. In other words, it has always been a Judaic expectation that if you go back in time
close enough to the beginning of creation the four forces become one. All of this is exactly
what science has found'. But it is important to note that science has only found this in a
period which Judaism calls "the footsteps of Messiah, the immediate pre-Messianic era".
What we are alluding to is not just what science has found (a confirmation of Judaism), but
when science has found this. This too was a part of the Judaic expectation.’

"There are four fundamental forces in the world which account for all of physical reality:

Gravity

Electromagnetism

The Strong Force which holds atoms together

The Weak Force - the main expression of which is radiation

For the last 40 or so years, scientists have been trying to combine these four forces into one. This is
the force which they believe existed at the beginning of the Big Bang (and which could exist at very,
very high temperatures today) and from which the four forces emerged as the universe cooled off.
This is considered the biggest challenge in physics today.

In the early 1970's the electromagnetic force was combined with the weak force to create what is
known as the electroweak force. Then, in 1973 the electroweak force was combined with the strong
force to create what was known as the Grand Unified Force or Grand Unified Theory (GUT). What
remains now is to combine the fourth force gravity, the force with the other three forces. This is more
difficult because gravity operates at a macro level, with the other three forces which operate at a
micro level.

% The saga of the dalet and the yud continues within the human being itself. The Sages tell us that the

human being is a microcosm of the world, the little world (olam hakatan) parallel to the big world

beyond the body (1711 071D). The epi-center of this world is that mystery of life, the soul. Take away
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Now we can answer our original question, i.e. how the Sages saw in the four crucial
words of the second verse of the Torah the idea of the four exiles. How could the Sages see
historical reality in a verse which preceded the creation of Man a human?

the soul and there is nothing but rotting flesh. The soul is compared by the Sages to G-d, Himself. It is
for the little world what G-d is to the big world. (Of course, ultimately, G-d sustains the soul as well.)

The soul is the yud of the body. We have desires, we have relationships, we believe in things
- what do any of these things have to do with each other. How do they all relate to the one me. The
soul is the web which weaves all of the fragmented “me”s into one coherent person. | am the same
me as last year, and | am the same me on vacation and at work. Alienation from the self is none other
than insensitivity to the soul. Unless all is brought into the epicenter, | am many mes. And when | look
at myself, | find one me looking at another me.

Sometimes alienation comes from a dalet let loose. On Sunday | sleep late and read the
papers, on Monday | go to work; Tuesday is the dentist and dinner out with the Jones's. | am in such a
trance of action that | do not trace the many “me”s back to the yud center. | become superficial and
cut off. Some of my superficiality is skin deep, | watch TV, eat hamburgers and suntan; but some of it
may be quite deep. | may read profound philosophy, have meaningful relationships, be caring and
alert to my wife and children. These are certainly more significant than playing monopoly. But if they
are not connected to the central me they will remain detached, floating bits of non-me - all part of the
syndrome.

In fact the human being can be seen as rather a set of concentric circles. Each circle inwards
is deeper, more spiritual than the previous circle. But what sustains all these circles is a line of life-
sustaining energy from the soul outwards. This is the extended yud. As we have stated before, in
essence the yud is a point, it occupies no space. But we write the yud as a line, because we live in a
world where we can only relate to things in relation to space time correlates. So the line-yud stretches
out, translating soul energy into moral rectitude, determination, getting dressed. This is why Judaism
regards every act as potentially holy -trace it back to its roots and you get right back into the soul.

Sometimes a person is able to trace their yud-line quite far in, but they stop short of the soul.
This is the world of the psychopath. the psychopath is acutely alert to the nuances of human speech
and body language. He has a deep sense of the depth and often the beauty of the world around him. |
once sat with someone who had just had a psychopathic breakdown in a dull and locked psychiatric
ward - with madness all around us and | was entertained to one of the most prosaic, aesthetic flow of
insights that | have ever had. The problem with the psychopath is that the yud-line never reaches its
source. A creative genius may emerge from all of this, indeed Van Gogh proved that this does
happen, but profound alienation remains. The psychopath fails to grasp the ultimate significance of
things often with the most disastrous of consequences.

Some gifted people are quite in touch with their yud line. For them everything is of cosmic
significance. It is tempting to treat these people as a little weird - mildly psychotic if you like. And
indeed, sometimes it takes a psychotic leap to get over to the next, innermost circle -the soul-center
housing the point of the yud. Often such people do have profound challenges - addictions, intense
feelings of claustrophobia, huge problems of moral boundaries. The very ability to see spirituality
everywhere makes moral borders fuzzy. These yud-extenders are right - everything is indeed
spiritually sustained - the bad and the good. And there lies the problem.

For Judaism also believes in yud-extension. But it comes with a manual, the Torah, that will
beep us on negative spirituality and allow us through when we get it right. The fact that something has
spiritual power was never in and of itself any indication of its ethical and spiritual correctness. Evil is
just as spiritually sustained as the good. The yud-line speaks to all, or it speaks to none. Evil cannot
simply invent its own source of energy. But nor does it go right back to the yud source either. Evil
takes the end of the yud -line, goes in a few circles, and puts up its flag claiming a new independent
territory. Great evil always comes with great thoughts, with vision, ideology and drive.

When | first studied Marxism, | was fascinated by its great depth and sophistication. | then did
a more advanced course on Marxism and found that it was much deeper than | had ever imagined. |
studied further and realized that | hadn't understood the whole thing to begin with. It was clear to me
why so many of my professors were hugely attracted to leftist ideology. They had mistaken depth for
truth, theoretical consistency with spiritual perfection; ideological vision with ethical rectification. Theirs
was the truncated yud.
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The key here is the four idea, the understanding that the creation of the world created
a new situation of fragmented reality. (The number four represents the maximum expression
of that potential for fragmentation - a fragmentation in all directions of reality, so to speak.)
We showed that this was an inevitable consequence of the creation to begin with. This
atomization of existence is not accidental but was an inherent consequence of the creation act
itself, whereby G-d creates realities which, though dependent on Him, have their own
identities.

In the old Newtonian way of seeing things we might have said that each object exists
in time and space. No two objects can exist in the same space at the same time. They can
exist in the same time in different spaces or in the same space in different times, but were
they to exist in the same time and in the same space their identities would be completely
fused. (Although we know this way of looking at things not to reflect quantum realities, it is
still the way the we as humans perceive the world and therefore serves as a good analogy for
what we are saying.)

Here the Sages provide us with a new and powerful insight. The four idea of
fragmentation, they tell us, will express itself at every level of reality. At a level of forces we
will find four such forces; at a primitive, Greek level of categorizing matter, we will find four
basic elements of matter (air, earth, fire and water) and at a level of history we will find four
forces of exile.

The exiles were predictably four in number because there are certain laws of human
history just as there are certain laws of nature. Historians have always searched for such laws,
and there have been great debates on issues such as whether history is cyclical or linear. The
historical law of exiles need not have been inevitable in its expression. There are numerous
historical scenarios which would have avoided the actualization of this idea. But the law itself
existed from the moment the world came into being.

Why should these forces of exile operate specifically on the Jews? Put differently,
why is the expression of these forces specifically an expression of anti-Semitism? The answer
is that the Jews represent that force in the world which is capable of combining those four
forces into one force. In other words, the one force of the Jews can translate itself into the
four forces of the exile just as the original one force that existed at the time of the big bang
translated itself into the forces of electromagnetism, the strong and weak forces and gravity at
a later stage. The expression of the four exiles, in other words, is really the disintegration of
Jewish civilization energy into separate components. When Jews are doing the will of the
Almighty they harness all that is in the universe into one reality. Anti-Semitism is
automatically weakened because the civilization energy of the anti-Semite is fully absorbed
by the Jews. When Jews are not Torah observant they fail to actualize their energy potential.
This is then dissipated and available for use elsewhere. The alternate expression of this
energy in turn imposes itself on the Jews. We become subject to the cultural and physical
dominance of the exile nation just as surely as we are all subject to the force of gravity after
the big bang.

The number four was the unit of fragmentation and this number was intrinsic to the
creation of the world. This number already appears in the second verse of the Torah,
immediately after the first verse talks about the creation of the original world.

Those four things represent the four primary exiles which the Jews were to undergo.
The Sages are very specific; they attach a particular word to each one of these exiles (Ynn
represents the Babylonian exile, for example), and yet the obvious must be put on the table.
We are talking about the first day of creation here; man and mankind was a creation of the
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sixth day. How was there even the theoretical possibility of exile before man was yet on this
earth?

iv-  The 4" exile

The fourth and final exile is quantitatively and qualitatively different from the other
Galuyos. Quantitatively, it has no clear time to end, though there is an outer limit as to how
long it can continue'. Qualitatively, it is much more powerful than any other Golus. This
stands to reason; for it is the last Nx»VN 2 before NYwn comes. It is therefore as powerful
as all the other exiles combined, if not more, incorporating all their strengths®. As such, it is
the deepest, most sophisticated alternative to Judaism which has ever existed. It appears to
come so close to affirming G-d as the Creator and Guide of all things, as the source of all our
values and morality — but just then cuts off the final link to declare all this to be a function of
man.

There is indeed something quite spiritual about this exile civilization®, for it is,
unwittingly, a preparation for the Messianic era*.

So powerful and (anti-)spiritual is this exile that there can be no human resolution to
its rule. Only through G-d Himself will this final exile be ended and the Messianic era
brought in’.

Europe, and its Western inheritors, was the fourth and final exile, the exile of Edom or
Esau. It was here that the final competition for civilization energy between the Jews and the
nations of the world was to take place. The difference between this clash and previous clashes
lies in the ambitions of Western civilization. Western man is committed to providing a total
paradigm and complete explanation for all aspects of reality. The Babylonians, the Persians
and the Greeks all had their areas of greatness. They wanted to rule, they were materially
acquisitive, or, in the case of the Greeks, they wanted to dictate philosophical and intellectual
pursuits. In the areas through which they defined their own greatness they would not broach
the cultural challenge provided by the Jews. Should the Jews decide to subjugate themselves
to the exile-civilization in these areas, that civilization was perfectly happy to let the Jews do
their own thing in other areas. The very concept of a total mastery of reality did not occur to
them.

Not so the Romans and those that came after them. One reason that the church
became an impediment to the development of science throughout the Dark Ages is just
because they claimed to control scientific reality along with everything else. Science was not
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allowed to challenge them because all true knowledge of science was already a part of
Christian doctrine, or so they thought. Indeed, Western repositories of knowledge lay with the
monks and other clergy who alone were able to read and had access to libraries.

In our post-Renaissance day, it is easily seen that Western claims to expertise include
economics, sociology, psychology, biology, architecture, physics, philosophy and any other
sub-category of knowledge conceivable. Even the counter-cultural (politically correct) move
to pluralism, rampant on many campuses in the States today, is rooted in the idea that the
West is capable of studying, indeed representing, all cultures within a small square mile of its
college buildings.

In the second verse of the Torah, where there appear the four words relating to the
four exiles as we previously explained, the word relating to the fourth exile is ©wn, the
depths. ("And there was darkness on the face of the depths.") This word, ©ynn, means a type
of open-ended depth or abyss the bottom of which cannot clearly be seen. This means that we
cannot clearly see when this exile will end. All the other exiles had a clearly defined and
relatively short time span. Soon they lost their momentum and joined the ash heaps of
history. Yet this exile seems always to renew itself - it takes on national, religious, cultural,
ideological and even scientific forms of expression. But the underlying continuity is there.

As Jews, we know this all too well. In this exile we have been to hell and back many
times over. Our own civilization energy has been seriously sapped and our attempts at easy
resolution, so trustworthy in previous exiles, continue to fail us.

Although the Americans have taken over the mantle of Western leadership, the
Germans were clearly in the saddle until World War II. The German genocide represents the
most obvious expression of the clear and total clash of two civilizations, Jewish and German,
at a time when there was every reason to believe that they were getting closer. Ironically, it
was just this closeness which brought them into such conflict. In the end, Aryanism wanted
to replace the Jews as the Chosen nation of the world, the beacon of light from which
ultimately everyone was to benefit. This claim was made all the more credible by the great
progress the Germans had made in every field, cultural and scientific. German choseness was
ultimately going to compete with G-d Himself; it would show that G-d and the Jews are less
than Aryan godism on its own. The Germans bet that it was all or nothing. If they were wrong
there was no place at all for the Aryan idea. It was not simply a question of being victors or
defeated in a war.

The fact that the Germans found themselves so down and out post World War I, the
Geat Depression of the thirties, the political realities of the German parties - all these factors
had their place. But as Daniel Jonah Goldhagen shows in his Hitler's Willing Executioners,
the Holocaust was a result of a long-standing and ever growing anti-Semitism that existed
among the German population. It was the "ordinary” German, not just the SS officer, who
was animated by the anti-Semitism that was the driving force and near success of the
genocide idea.

The idea of the Jewish and Western civilization competing for the same civilization
energy is expressed somewhat mysteriously by Chazal as apy> X W wyw W11 na5n. The
word halacha, used as an expression for definitive Jewish law, is surely out of place here. It is
certainly unprecedented as a usage in this way. Rather, the word means that this is an intrinsic
reality. In other words, even if Esau does not consciously show or even feel hatred toward
Jacob, there is a deeper underlying tension. It is a definitive reality defined by a deeper
spiritual realm known as halacha. Just as surely as Jewish law (halacha) which is a spiritual
reality ultimately dictates the realities of the physical realm as well, so this particular spiritual
reality can be discerned in the world around us.
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In the Bible book of Daniel, Daniel has a dream in which he sees four animals. These
four beasts are understood by Daniel to refer to the four exile civilizations. The description of
that dream is as follows (Daniel chap 7):

"In the first year of Belshazar, King of Babylon, Daniel dreamt a vision and had
visions of his head as he lay on his bed: then he wrote down the dream. Daniel spoke and
said, I saw in my vision by night, and behold the four winds of the heaven stirred up from the
seas, diverse from one another. The first [representing Babylon] was like a lion, and had
eagle's wings: I beheld till its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the earth, and
made to stand off its two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold,
another beast [representing Persia], a second one, like a bear, and it raised up itself on one
side, and it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth: and thus was said to it, Arise devour
much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another [representing Greece], like a leopard, which
had upon the back of it four wings of a bird; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was
given to it."

All this Daniel sees in one coherent vision, one after the other. But here Daniel seems
to break off, repeating the fact that he saw visions of the night, before going onto the fourth
animal. This seems to imply that the fourth animal was different from the other three, far
more powerful and threatening, as indeed the description implies. Daniel continues:

"And this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast (the final Roman-
Edomite exile/civilization), dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great
iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces, and stamped the residue with its feet:"

This civilization, unlike previous ones, would broach no competition - its desire for
control over a total reality made it hugely destructive. There is ultimately a thin line between
total reality and total destructiveness.

“It was different from all the beasts that went before it, and it had ten horns. I
considered the horns, and behold, another little horn appeared amongst them, before which
three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots:" Some understand the horns to represent
nations or civilizations. This new Roman civilization overcame three previous civilizations.

"And behold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great
things."

Certainly, the Greeks spoke great wisdom as well. However, this "horn” appeared to
be more comprehensive in its wisdom. Each one of the previous three animals represented
one particular human faculty; none of them are depicted as having speech. The fourth beast is
a speaking beast. The Maharal' explains speech as the point at which an abstract,
spiritual/intellectual idea gets translated into physical sound through physical mechanisms of
mouth, pallet, tongue, larynx, etc. This ability to combine the spiritual with the physical is a
uniquely human faculty. By describing this fourth beast as a uniquely speaking beast, the
fourth exile-civilization is shown to have the capacity to get right down close to the essence
of the human condition.

The Rabbis of the Midrash actually understand that this fourth beast was not only seen
in a separate vision but was seen on a separate night as well. Rabbi Yochanan stated that this
was because it was equivalent to all the other exile civilizations combined; Reish Lakish
stated that it was in fact bigger and more powerful than the other civilizations combined.

The beauty of Daniel's prophetic imagery demands completion: "As I looked, thrones
were placed, and one who was ancient of days sat, whose garment was white as snow, and the
hair of his head was like pure wool; his throne was like a fiery flame, its wheels like burning
fire. A fiery stream came out in front of him: thousands upon thousands of servants served

'Ner Mitzvah
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him; tens of thousands stood before him: they sat in judgment and books were opened. I
looked then because of the sound of the great horn which spoke."

This fourth exile-civilization had sub-cycles of the previous three civilizations within
it. It underwent a Babylonian stage, a Persian stage and finally, the stage which we are
currently experiencing, the Greek stage of this Roman-Edomite exile. (See Rav Yitzchak
Hutner.) This means that our current stage is one in which the most intellectual expressions of
this cycle would take place.

In fact, the Maharal' tells us that this civilization receives a Shefa Elokis, a G-dly
bestowal of heavenly blessing. This is an astonishing statement about a civilization that has
been the greatest challenge to Judaism since the giving of the Torah at Sinai. True, the
Maharal explains that this blessing is to facilitate the unwitting development of the resources
of the world to prepare it for the Messianic era. Similarly, Maimonides states that the reason
that G-d facilitated the expression of a Jesus and a Mohammed was to introduce the Messiah
idea into the nations of the world, the better to ensure a speedy acceptance of the Messiah
when he will in fact arrive.”
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The 99nn: This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes
unfulfilled, it is as if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are
subjugated to the lowliest of nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential
greatness. Therefore, the very existence of anti-Semitism cannot be explained by sociological
explanations.
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In order to answer this, we need to realize that exile is not just a historical tragedy
whereby a foreign nation kicks the Jews out of its land. In fact, we regard the Greeks as
imposing one of the exiles. Yet the Greeks never physically exiled us. However, they did
exile us spiritually in the sense that Hellenistic culture rapidly took root on the very holy
Israeli soil where Judaism ought to have been strongest. But there is more to the story than
this.

In his book Civilization, Kenneth Clark defines an active civilization as one that
seems to produce a high level of energy, civilization energy as I like to call it. Each
civilization has its own energy system which inevitably seems to run out. Civilizations seem
to peek at a certain point and then go into decline. As Mark Twain would have it:

"The Egyptian, the Babylonian, and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and
splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and Roman followed; and
made a vast noise, and they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high
for a time, but it burned out, and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished."

Sometimes, however, a nation seems to draw on the same civilization energy as the
Jews. They seem to be locked into the same energy system. This causes huge conflict, for

"Netzach Yisrael, chap 18
Hilchos Melachim, Chap 10 in the uncensored versions
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there is then not enough civilization energy to go around. If the Jews express themselves and
develop their Torah civilization, the twin nation will find itself on the wane, their very
existence at stake. Should the Jews weaken and the twinned civilization take up the slack, the
Jews will feel themselves totally dominated by this alternate civilization.

Why this locking into shared-energy system happens we will explain a little later. For
now, let us point out that these twinned nations are called the exiles. The exile dynamic is
summarized quite succinctly by the Sages: "When this one rises that one falls."

The Maharal' explains that there is no such thing as a mediocre energy level for the
Jews. Either we are in the driver's seat, controlling global resources, or down into the abyss
we go, ruled and controlled by others. In this respect, we are the inheritors of Adam, the first
man. Of him it was said in PWNY2: ) 00 M7 YTN that he would rule over the fish of the
sea. But the Hebrew word for "rule" is ambiguous; it can also mean to descend. In fact, ruling
and descending are simply opposite poles of the same idea or force. Should he merit, man
rules; should he not, down he goes.

This has to do with the Jewish nation's great potential; when it goes unfulfilled, it is as
if the Jewish people have denied their own reality and therefore are subjugated to the lowliest
of nations. But this very subjugation is a sign of their potential greatness.

A Talmudic Sage, the great Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai, once saw a maiden collecting
barley from amidst the animal dung of the Arabs. Upon further inquiry he discovered that she
was from one of the most prestigious, wealthy families of Jerusalem, now reduced to total
poverty. He exclaimed, "Happy are you, oh Israel, At the time that you do the will of G-d, no
nation is able to rule you; yet when you disobey His will, you are handed over to the animals
of the Gentiles."”

Here we learn of real anti-Semitism. The anti-Semite who runs down the street and
yells, "You dirty Jew" is not the problem of the Jews. The anti-Semite who understands what
the Jew and his civilization is all about and that he, the Gentile, is in fundamental competition
with the Jew for limited spiritual resources, is the one to be feared.

The Nazi's hatred and fear of Jews was totally unjustified in terms of material and
political power. "It was a metaphysical fear of the true mystery of G-d's ...presence in history
as revealed in the continued survival of Israel....The hiding G-d of history was a repudiation
of everything Nazi Germany stood for."?

The Communists, for all their claim that they opposed all religion, proved to be much
more anti-Jewish than anti Christian. Haman, the evil advisor to the king in the Purim story of
Esther, certainly understood what the Jews were all about. All of these intuited or consciously
knew that the destruction of Judaism was an essential prerequisite to the full expression of
their Machiavellian dreams.

"How did the Christians historically explain the miraculous survival of the Jew? Only
two possibilities - or G-d’s chosen people - which they couldn't accept, or the work of the
devil, which they proposed. A perverse recognition of Jewish uniqueness."*

Real anti-Semitism, then, is rooted in a real recognition of who the Jews are. In their
characteristic brevity the Sages pointed this out by a play on words. »»©0-Sinai, when we
became who we are, sounds the same as nNyw-hatred, i.e. anti-Semitism.
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jEIiezer Berkowitz, The Hiding G-d of History
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And so the globe turned, a triple exile thrust of Babylonians, Persian and Greeks, each
confronting the Jew, each winning out for a time, and then disappearing over the horizon of
history. But the Jew somehow lived on. In Mark Twain's words,

"The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was, exhibiting no
decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no
dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all other forces
pass, but he remains.

"What is the secret of his immortality?"'

What the non-Jew Mark Twain could only hint to rhetorically was attempted clear
articulation by the non-Jew Paul Johnson. He writes:

"They did not lose their identity in the emergent Dark Age communities - like
Romans and Hellenes, Gauls and Celts, or, indeed, like the millions of Diaspora Jews who
became Christians. Judaism and the Jewish remnant were preserved in the amber of the
Torah... The Jews survived because the period of intense introspection enabled their
intellectual leaders to enlarge the Torah into a system of moral theology of extraordinary
coherence, logical consistency and moral strength."?

The secret of the Jews apparently is out; the source of our eternal energy stated in the
history texts of the Gentiles. Indeed the secret was never so secret after all. Christians,
Moslems, Haman of the Esther story all saw this gene of eternity and made it their business to
inherit the mantle of choseness. The formula was quite simple really: co-opt the Old
Testament, claim that the Jews did not fill their mandate, add a document or two for a claim
of uniqueness, and open the store. To be sure that the original Jewish claim does not make a
comeback, convert, exile, kill or assimilate the remnant. Leave a Jew in our back yard, Hitler
reasoned, and your Aryan dreams will ultimately fall apart. You can leave a Russia intact,
you can fail to take Britain - there is time for all of that. But history is ultimately about
clashes of civilizations, not wars, and all such clashes seemed ultimately to have gone the
way of that remarkable people.

"The Jew - is the symbol of eternity. ... He is the one who for so long had guarded the
prophetic message and transmitted it to all mankind. A people such as this can never
disappear."

"The Jew is eternal. He is the embodiment of eternity."*

"Above all, that the Jews should still survive when all those other ancient peoples
were transmuted or vanished into the oubliettes of history, was wholly predictable. How
could it be otherwise? Providence decreed it and the Jews obeyed."*

'from Concerning the Jews

“History of the Jews, pg. 149

3Leo Tolstoy, What is the Jew? quoted in The Final Resolution pg. 189, printed in Jewish World
periodical 1908

“*Paul Johnson, pg. 587
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a.

The obligation to believe in the coming of the Mashiach
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The obligation to await the Mashiach and to hope for his imminent
arrival
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The obligation to hope for the imminent arrival of the Mashiach is independent of our
knowledge of the details of his arrival, even those which seem to indicate a delay. This
principle is especially important for those of us delving into the subject.
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Since there is much argument regarding the exact details of the Mashiach’s arrival,
this is hardly blind faith.
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CHAPTER ONE: THE MASHIACH

1. Qualities of the Mashiach
a. Righteousness
b. Prophecy
c. Insight
d. King David’s Lineage
1.  What will the Mashiach do?
Gather the Jews into Israel
Rebuild the Beis Hamikdash
He will re-establish a Jewish Torah state
He will defeat the enemies of the Jewish people
He will re-establish the Sanhedrin
He will determine to which tribe every Jew belongs
The Mashiach will restore the practices of shmittah and yovel
The Mashiach will influence every nation to serve Hashem

. Will the Mashiach perform miracles?

s o ap o
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CHAPTER ONE: THE MASHIACH
i- Qualities of the Mashiach

a. Righteousness

The Mashiach will be a normal human being, physiologically and otherwise, born of a
mother and father like all other men'. Yet, he will be someone who will work on himself until
he reaches great heights of righteousness, wisdom and spirituality”:
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Since the Mashiach will be a n2), included in the character of the Mashiach will be
the qualities any person needs to attain prophecy:
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b. Prophecy

The Mashiach will be a great prophet*, but he will not be as great as Moshe Rabbeinu
in his level of NNy’
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c. Insight
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The Mashiach will also manifest a power known as PNTY N7 . He will be able to
understand the essence of a person's soul, knowing his spiritual record and being able to
judge whether he is guilty or innocent'.

The Mashiach will attain his wisdom and nx2) by himself without the help of another
person, similar to Avraham Avinu®,

Mashiach's powers of nxy2) will only develop over time. It is possible that at first he
will not be a N>2) at all. However, the Mashiach will have the power of pPxTY N7 from the
outset. This was how we knew that Bar Kochba was not Mashiach®.

King David’s Lineage

The Moshiach will come from an unusual lineage and was shrouded in mystery from
the time that Rochel’s Bechor, Yosef, and Leah’s fourth-born, Yehuda, were destined to each
produce a Messianic figure, 901 ya rown and 17 12 wwn®. One of Moshiach’s ancestors is
Ruth, a converted Moabitess. The Moabites and the Amonites are so spiritually alienated that
even if a male converts, he is not to marry a regular Jew”. Amon and Moav were sons of Lot,
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If 1"®T1 M7 only manifests itself over time, Bar Kochva should have claimed that he hadn't developed
the power yet. Therefore, we can conclude that he will manifest the power from the outset.
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Of all these nations, the one that we suffered the most from was the "1¥n. And yet the law is most
lenient in his case! Clearly then, these laws do not have to do with any sort of revenge or similar such
motive. Nor do the explanations given by the 1 about the "11p and "axin restrictions reflect the
proportionality of their crime. In Jewish law, even a Jew who fails to provide hospitality transgresses
an nwy at most. 0™MTR who are seen as intrinsic haters of the Jews, (1pp* nx® ®1w 1WVW 12321), and
who are the perpetrators of all the pogroms, holocausts, crusades, etc. throughout European history,
are given a more lenient halachic status than those who didn't greet us with hospitality! Nor is there
any law to restrict any future nation that will commit any crime against us from converting. Therefore,
the n11n is telling us that these nations developed certain, very serious spiritual defects, defects that
are a part of the spiritual, genetic endowments of the entire nation, and which, in some cases, cannot
be rectified.

The (n172m mxn) 711N 190 asks the obvious question: Can G-d have created a human being who, as
in the case of the 1112 and the "p7ny, have no purpose in this world and are doomed to destruction?
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born of an incestuous relationship which his daughters tricked him into while drunk. There
was in fact great controversy about whether women were included or not, and one of the
Torah giants of King David’s time openly attacked his lineage. The Sanhedrin forgot the law
and had to judge it anew. Ruth had married Boaz (under the strangest of circumstances') after
she had first married Machlon, according to some opinions as a Gentile woman’, after the
most unbecoming behavior on the part of Machlon’s father, the Gadol Hador®. And this same
Ruth was a direct descendent of none other then the evil Balak. Eglon, Ruth’s father, was not
much better than Balak.

(Not only Moab but also Amon was included in the Messianic lineage. King Solomon
married 7P)myn nNoy) who in turn gave birth to oyany King of Yehudah® hence the
Gemorrah’s statement:
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Boaz and Ruth had Oved. “The holiness lodged in the seed of Lot, the holiness lodged
in the seed of Tamar and the holiness lodged in the seed of Judah joined that night to produce
the grandfather of David’.”

Oved, Ruth and Boaz’s son, had Yishai, who in turn had seven sons (prior to David)
before feeling that the doubt shrouding the legitimacy of his own ancestry from Ruth required
him to separate from his wife. He took a nnaw, but one night his wife snuck in instead of the
nnow and David was born, shrouded in accusations that his mother had become pregnant
through an adulteress relationship. This was a repeat of David’s ancestor Yehudah (with
Tamar)®, when Yehudah had actually thought that he was having relations with a harlot.
Yishai’s seven sons were so holy that many said that the purity of Yehuda and his
descendents were all invested in them while the deep impurity of Moab had all gone to
David. (For a brilliant presentation of Ruth and David’s life around this issue, see The Book
of Our Heritage (ny7nn 990) under Sivan-Ruth and David, vol. 37.)

No, he answers. Things did not have to be this way. But the collective commitment to evil by the entire
nation over many generations ultimately led to this tragic state of affairs.
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"It was considered a Levirite marriage although Boaz was a relative, not the brother of Ruth’s
deceased husband. Ruth met him by going, at night, to lie at his feet.
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*Machlon’s mother was Naomi, a great-granddaughter of Nachshon ben Aminadav.
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SRabbi Scherman, Artscroll introduction to Ruth.
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Yosef also produces an intriguing lineage. For the story of Yehuda and Tmar is immediately followed
by u? p19, which deals with Yosef's nisayon with 1909 nux. Here too, things are confusing. Rashi

(X 7109) writes:
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"Feldheim (Translated from Sefer Hatodaah by R. Nachman Bulman), vol llI, pg. 109 and on.
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G-d wanted Moshiach's unusual lineage at the outset and promised this to Avraham
Avinu in his blessing to him." The question of why the Moshiach had such an unusual lineage
is explained by the Maharal as the redeeming of a holy spark which had been lodged in the
Moabite nation since its inception®. This spark was an expression of the great attribute of
chesed which Lot had acquired through association with his uncle, Avraham Avinu®. Lot and
his descendents failed to express this chesed, and the trait remained dormant until 1y brought
it back into the Jewish people. All geirim redeem the sparks of holiness contained in their
people* but some sparks are purified even further until they can actually be a part of the
Moshiach’s lineage. This holy spark, which is then introduced from outside of the Jewish
people, is a part of what allows the Moshiach to break the continuity of history in the world
as we know it and to create a new order.’

- What will the Mashiach do?

: N/OTN 299 ©Y3910 MOYN 072N

YNTI NAPMY WIPNRN NN ,ANYNRIN NOVNND MIYPD TIT MDD PINND TINYD TNy Nwnn Tonn
NMIYN 595 MZAM PLPY PV ,NNITP PDIPI ,DTIPN PNV PN DVIVNN I PN ORI
NN NNNNRN

7 NN 171207 2 07 112108 N12™12 "N 0112XR? 172p0 MK INTRA NINgon 223 NN 137211 - k7D 179 nma’
37D N'1NDn "MDN 1"axRImi

2Just like the spark of Canaan was redeemed by Tamar.
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In the Artscroll introduction to Rus, Rabbi Scherman brings the Ramchal in Megillas Sesarim as
follows: It is known to all who have given understanding that the soul of David was clothed in the shell
of Moab through Ruth. Concerning this too, Scripture says: Who could withdraw purity from impurity.
There were the intentions of the inscrutable wisdom of the Creator in guiding His world to bring every
act to its proper path. Every act of G-d travels through byways, often in complex, crooked ones .... For
such has occurred to all great souls as they go among the ‘shells’ of impurity to capture and extract
the good.
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1:1- QUALITIES OF THE MASHIACH - 1I- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

a. Gather the Jews into Israel

The Mashiach will gather the Jewish people to Eretz Yisroel' and rebuild its physical
and spigitual infrastructure. The Chofetz Chaim explains that the ingathering will be a quick
process”.

b. Rebuild the Beis Hamikdash

The rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash is a clear part of our vision for the Messianic
Era’ for this represents the peak expression of holiness in the dimension of space. The Beis
HaMikdash also provides a perfect model and inspiration for each one of us of how to go
about the construction of man in such a way that the result will be the resting of G-d’s holy
presence within ourselves®. Along with this vision the Beis HaMikdash provides the practical
means for purifying our minds and our bodies’. (This is also why 9x9¥a was someone who
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% The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting Mashiach, Targum Press
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: 1I- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

knew how to combine the letters in the same way as they had been used to create the world'.
For, by building the Mishkan, Yx9¥a was, in fact, recreating the world>)

That this will happen is clearly stated by the prophets®. Some Rabbinic sources state
that the Mashiach and the Jewish people will rebuild the Beis HaMikdash®, while others
claim the Beis HaMikdash will fall from heaven, already built’.

The Aruch L'Ner suggests that the two Midrashim are not contradictory. Although the
Mashiach will rebuild the "body" of the Beis HaMikdash, its physical component, the "soul"
of the Beis HaMikdash, will descend from heaven®.
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: II- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO?

Other commentators suggest another possibility, stating that the way in which the
Beis Hamikdash is rebuilt will depend on the merit of the Jewish people and the order of the
redemption’.

Yet a third source indicates that the Beis HaMikdash will be rebuilt before the arrival
of the Mashiach®. Otzros Hachaim state that the order will depend on the way in which the

redemption takes place:
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C. He will re-establish a Jewish Torah state
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d. He will thereby unify the Jewish people”.

e. He will defeat the enemies of the Jewish people
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In fact, since the nations of the world will realize who Mashiach is, these enemies will
offer little resistance:
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“The Mashiach will rule both Yisroel and Yehuda, previously two separate kingdoms:
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: 1I- WHAT WILL THE MASHIACH DO? — 111 - WILL THE MASHIACH PERFORM
MIRACLES?

D2 PN NN DINDY NN NI PMNNDN DM MDY NI NOWNN TONY MDNPHN MINDNDNN
M2 1O VIV NIN NN (T ,X TPYYW) NIV IPPTS HHPWHRY ONPHN 970N INT 2D ,N0IM 19N
AN NN NNPNDN DY MNINIY DTN IWIATY 7YY TN PNOY

f. He will re-establish the Sanhedrin’

g. He will determine to which tribe every Jew belongs’.

He will also determine the legitimacy of each Kohen and Levi.
h. The Mashiach will restore the practices of shmittah and yovel®
i. The Mashiach will influence every nation to serve Hashem
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iii -  Will the Mashiach perform miracles?

Will the Mashiach perform miracles as he accomplishes the above tasks, or will he
complete them in a mundane, "natural" manner?
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SECTION 3-CHAPTER 1: 11l - WILL THE MASHIACH PERFORM MIRACLES?
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Nevertheless, the Rambam does not state that the Mashiach cannot perform miracles;

merely that he is not required to. Additionally, the question of whether or not he will perform
miracles depends on the way in which the redemption occurs.
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CHAPTER TWO: THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

How Chazal viewed the generation preceding the Mashiach
What will the world at large be like?
What will the Jewish nation be like?

Are we living in the era preceding the Mashiach?
a. The Chofetz Chaim
b. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan
c. Statements of Chazal which seem to have come true in our generation
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CHAPTER TWO: THE PRE-MESSIANIC ERA

i- How Chazal viewed the generation preceding the
Mashiach

The pre-Messianic era (XnownT Xnapy) is predicted by Chazal as a difficult time. The
Maharal explains these times as against the natural order, just because the Messianic Era
represents a totally new era'. Chazal understood that the generation immediately preceding
the arrival of the Mashiach would be characterized by hedonism, rampant troubles and
ignorance of bwn®. In particular, this would be a time of wars and great anti-Semitism”.

The Sages referred to the period of troubles which precedes the arrival of the
Mashiach as nown »>an, the birth pangs of the Mashiach. Some of the Sages even professed a
desire that they not witness the coming of the Mashiach, fearing the condition of that
generati0n4.

The YnPna explains in his m»an nyT that the ultimate purpose of the world, and
therefore of each individual in the world, is the ¥555n ypn. There are times in history when
the »55n pn requires that evil reign. This is all as a preparation for evil’s ultimate demise.
The greater the expression of the evil, the greater the revelation of G-d’s Oneness when it
causes the evil to disappear’.

N”21 0'MNX NN 7321 IR0 M3 03PN IR N¥p0n Mann &' 071030 A0 23 27 28707 1% ,2770n’
2R3N IR"2? 1IN0 OTIPW 7T 790 M2271 "D ARINW 12071 21RW? 17 U ANUN DXpn INKR N¥pn- 0MNnnw
1M1 2707 12172 1°R1 110 AN2NWI YUNIW ,0N3V1 0M?9W TN 11 .123 1AL ANN N1 210" N1790 AXR1]
120 N'UNN NR™A[W 27730070 PP ... 00 N 1M Que 23 TIRN TIRN 27100 1°2 071121 077901 0°T10
N11WR1 1" 70971 01727 1710 MUTNNN
Interestingly, the Abarbanel appears to take the opposite approach, that the troubles of the pre-
Messianic era follow the general pattern of creation. Every event, he explains, is best experienced
from a strong state of contrast, first darkness than light. (I.e. the light of a single candle stands out
more in a dark room than a bright one; a colorful picture stands out greater when it has a white
background). owin also desires the arrival of the Mashiach to be experienced in this manner.
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3Acc:ording to the Abarbanel (previous note), it is just because the time of the Mashiach will be a
wonderous time of knowledge, spirituality and goodness that the pre-Messianic era, by contrast, will
be so problematic:
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*The Ramchal explains that at times like this 0"p*7¥ may suffer as a result of the general situation.

When this happens, not even their m™121 will protect them from great suffering, suffering for which

they will be rewarded many times over: Firstly for the actual suffering; Secondly for the love and faith
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 2: I- HOW CHAZAL VIEWED THE GENERATION PRECEDING THE MASHIACH - I1I-
WHAT WILL THE JEWISH NATION BE LIKE?
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nPwnoYan are of this sort of D> °. Since at that time the final 5951 1Wpn has to be
made even D>p>78 may suffer, for they may not have enough merits to correct all the ©"pbp
which is now required to wrap up all of pre-Messianic history, get rid of all the nxmv, and
effect the ¥993n Ppn’.

As frightening as this time is, it is a great Mm% to be involved with this period, for we
have the privilege of participating in the final *555n pn. In fact, the more righteous a person,

with which they accept the suffering and; Thirdly because of the 22230 117N which this suffering brings
and which will benefit the whole world. However, nwin never allows a p*TX% to suffer unless there is
something, 1"Tn NT'n 92, to be n71n the suffering on. Therefore, He may judge a p*7% - ©IN 92
nIuwn. (MN2AN NUT — TINN NAMN 277 pg. N9p on in the Rav Chaim Friedlander edition)
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the more likely he is to be a vehicle to facilitate this final ypn (with the ever-present danger
of his suffering as a result'.):
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i - What will the world at large be like?
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i - What will the Jewish nation be like?
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A large portion of the Jewish people will be unable to withstand the troubles and
pressures of the time and will leave the fold of Judaism.
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"However, the Daas Tevunos further explains that even then nwin uses the 0773 ofogwnn namin to
deliver to the righteous this suffering required for the 2220 11pn. Therefore He requires at least the
most minor of M7V to “hook” the 1"110" onto. Therefore, he uses the standard of nvwn vIn. The 1" 10"
are not, therefore, coming as a result of this minor n1"2v. They are needed for the grander 11pn. But
the minor N2V allows vawnn niann to deliver the 1"110°. (Rav Chaim Friedlander in his notes on the
Daas Tvunos gives an example of Rebbe who when a calf that was about to be slaughtered ran into
his arms, sent the calf back to be slaughtered saying that that was what it was created for. Because
there was an element of cruelty in Rebbe’s response, he subsequently suffered greatly for many
years. However, this was not the reason for his suffering, just the way in which it could be delivered.)
According to this when the Gemorrah says that the case of 17 111 9" 1% is referring to a P T% 11'RW P*TX
7mJ it means to say that it is only because he is an 1111 11°® that allows for the 1"110" for the 2221 17PN
to be delivered.
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Also, during the time immediately preceding the Mashiach, the Jews will develop a
new creed, "Let us be like the nations," as it says, (Yechezkel 20, 32) "And what enters your
minds will never happen, when you say, 'We will be like the nations, like the families of the
lands, to worship wood and stone."'

iv - Are we living in the era preceding the Mashiach?

a. The Chofetz Chaim

According to the Chofetz Chaim, there is no question that we are living in the era
preceding the arrival of the Mashiach. (The Chofetz Chaim on Awaiting Mashiach, Targum
Press)

"There can be no greater comfort than this, particularly since all the signs of the
impending redemption (as recorded in the tenth chapter of Sanhedrin) have already come
about...

"Another sign listed by our Sages is unemployment of both man and animal. This is
clearly one of the blights of our times, since trains and automobiles have largely replaced
animals as a means of transport and labor. Moreover, many people are also unemployed as a
result of the same developments...

"A further auger of imminent redemption is that prices will be almost equal
everywhere. We see that the cost of wheat, for example, is equal in almost every place, and
therefore business has been hurt...

"Yet another example mentioned in the same Talmudic passage is that the number of
Torah scholars will significantly diminish prior to the advent of Mashiach. Furthermore,
youths will shame their elders."

We can add to the words of the Chofetz Chaim about unemployment that with the advent of
automation, the problem has become more acute. The internet, mass media, modern
distribution and the "global economy" have all increased homogeneity of pricing.

b. Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan

Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, The Real Messiah:

If one looks with an unprejudiced eye at the world today, he will see that we are living
in an age where almost all the Jewish prophecies regarding the prelude to the Messianic Age
are coming to pass...

Religious studies will be despised and used by nonbelievers to strengthen their cause;
the government will become godless, academies places of immorality, and the religious will
be denigrated. [Sotah 49b, Sanhedrin 97a, Derech Eretz Zuta 10]

Judaism will suffer greatly because of these upheavals. There is a tradition that the
Jews will split up into various groups, each laying claim to the truth, making it almost
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impossible to discern true Judaism from the false. This is the meaning of the prophecy (Isaiah
59:15), "truth will fail." [Sanhedrin 97a]

It has also been predicted that many will leave the fold of Judaism completely. This is
how our Sages interpret the prophecy (Dan. 12:10), "The wicked shall do wickedly, and not
understand." [Rambam, Igeres Teiman]

Of course, there will be some Jews who remain true to their traditions. They will
realize that they are witnessing the death throes of a degenerate old order and will not be
drawn into it. But they will suffer all the more for this, and be dubbed fools for not
conforming to the debased ways of the pre-Messianic Age. This is the meaning of the
prophecy (Isaiah 59:15), "He who departs from evil will be considered a fool." [Sanhedrin
97a]

Statements of Chazal which seem to have come true in our generation

The following Gemara shows that immediately proceeding the arrival of the
Mashiach, the land of Israel will once again bloom fully. The recent explosive development
of Israel is plainly obvious.
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The following Midrashim about the world and the Jewish nation during the era
preceding the arrival of the Mashiach also bear a remarkable resemblance to the world today.
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The omwNy also understood that a large portion of the Jewish people would be
unable to withstand the troubles and pressures of the time and would leave the fold of
Judaism completely.
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CHAPTER THREE: EXPECTING AND IDENTIFYING
THE MASHIACH

I - Believing in, and awaiting, the coming of the Mashiach
1. When will the Mashiach arrive?
a. Problems inherent in contemplation of the date
b. Difficulty of precise calculation
1. Why does Hashem conceal the date?
c. Possible times of the arrival of the Mashiach
1 Speeding the arrival through prayer
2. Speeding the arrival through Torah
3. Speeding the arrival through repentance
4. Speeding the arrival through anticipation
5. Easing the "birth pangs" of the Mashiach
ii. How will the revelation of the Mashiach take place?
iii. Unknown identity
iv. In Eretz Yisroel
v. In a sudden manner
vi. How will we identify the Moshiach?
a. Identification by lineage
b. Identification by deed
c. Identification by character
vii. False Messiahs
a. Identifying a false messiah
1. Bar Kochva
2. Yeshu HaNotzri (Jesus)
3. Shabsai Tzvi
b. Why does Hashem allow false messiahs to proliferate?
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CHAPTER THREE: EXPECTING AND IDENTIFYING
THE MASHIACH

I - Believing in, and awaiting, the coming of the Mashiach

There are two distinct facets to belief in the coming of the Mashiach. First is the
obligation to believe that the Mashiach will, in fact, come. Second is the obligation to await
the Mashiach and to fervently hope for his imminent arrival.

i- When will the Mashiach arrive?

Problems inherent in contemplation of the date

Chazal had a clearly negative opinion of people who attempt to calculate the date.
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The Rambam explains:
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Additionally, someone who calculates a date for the arrival of the Mashiach will have
difficulty believing the Mashiach might arrive at any moment (see 2.B.ii. above).
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For a discussion of why certain Gedolim attempted to calculate the date, see notes.

Difficulty of precise calculation
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Simply, it is impossible to calculate the exact date of the Mashiach’s arrival.
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Even the date of the exodus from Egypt (where the length of the exile was known to
be four hundred years long) was unknown to the Jewish people at the time. Certainly it is
impossible to calculate the redemption from the current exile, which will last for an unknown
duration.
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Even Daniel, a navi, reckoned the date of exodus from Babylon incorrectly.
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1 - Why does Hashem conceal the date?
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Possible times of the arrival of the Mashiach

There are two possible times for the arrival of the Mashiach: (1) Whenever the Jewish
people do teshuvah voluntarily. (2) The final time when Mashiach will arrive regardless of
our actions. The Mashiach will arrive on whichever of the two happens first.
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105 of 154



SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: I-BELIEVING IN, AND AWAITING, THE COMING OF THE MASHIACH

2 ,O9NYN NN, MYTI MNNN )07
NP AT W NIWNN AT DN TAND DNINT NIY INTAYYS 1N XINY NMIN DIPNHND 1 THNT 199
19 191N INIY NI 7P RION NPY VXD XY NIWN WYY DX ,AVIYOD DIRT 7P OTPOY )10 DN

DY NP PAT TY INWI DOWY KD ON)

(Y7297 >2n5) 12y D5 MIN NYIAY N0 ,)7An9
NYIAYA POY XA NPD TY INRD IND ONX)Y 79 NI N2IWN NPVNN 2D

The Abarbanel states a similar principle, adding a third date, the earliest time the
Mashiach might arrive.
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See below (2.E.) for an explanation of how the revelation will differ according to
whether the Mashiach arrives by way of voluntary teshuvah or not. It is important to note that
ultimately the Jewish nation will in fact do teshuvah before the arrival of the Mashiach. For a
complete discussion of this concept, see notes.

Why the Sages gave dates

According to the statements quoted in the text, the Sages clearly had a negative
opinion of those who tried to calculate the arrival date of the Mashiach. However, we find in
the Gemara and Rishonim (R' Saadyah Gaon, Rambam, Ramban, etc.) those who did in fact
attempt to calculate the date. How did they seemingly ignore the warnings of Chazal? The
Abarbanel answers that the entire prohibition was only against calculating the date by means
of astrology. Calculating the date using pesukim is permitted.
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The Ramban explains that only early generations were prohibited from calculating the
date. Since the tanaim and amoraim knew that the date was still far off, they didn't want this
revealed to the general populace lest they lose hope in the coming of the Mashiach. Later
generations, however, are permitted to calculate the date.
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The Rambam mentions an additional reason:
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Finally, the Maharal explains that none of the sages meant that a given date was
positively the date of the Mashiach’s arrival. Rather, the suggested dates were possible times
of the arrival.
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Since the question of calculating the date is halachic in nature, the above sources
should not be taken as a heter without express approval of a posek.

Speeding the process of Mashiach's arrival

There are several ways we can speed the process of Mashiach's arrival. Briefly:
1. Prayer

. Torah

Repentance

Anticipation

. Easing the birth pangs of Mashiach

2
3
4
5

1 - Speeding the arrival through prayer
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2 - Speeding the arrival through Torah
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3 - Speeding the arrival through repentance
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See also 2.C.iii. above.
4 - Speeding the arrival through anticipation

Even the actual anticipation for the arrival of the Mashiach will hasten his arrival.
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5 - Easing the "birth pangs" of the Mashiach

What can a person do to avoid the troubles that will befall the world and the Jewish
nation during the era preceding the arrival of the Mashiach?
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- How will the revelation of the Mashiach take place?

Although it is difficult to know the precise details of how the Mashiach will be
revealed, we do have the following rule: The revelation will differ according to whether or
not we do feshuvah voluntarily (see 2.C.iii. above and note 3). If the Jewish nation repents
voluntarily and begins to serve own properly, the redemption will take place in a miraculous
manner. If not, the redemption will be an extended, mundane, "natural" process which will
appear to be the unfolding of historical events'. It is crucial to keep this in mind when

'However, the Yerushalmi says that even where the Geula starts slowly, it pick up speed as it goes

along:
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: I-BELIEVING IN, AND AWAITING, THE COMING OF THE MASHIACH - 1I- HOW WILL
THE REVELATION OF THE MASHIACH TAKE PLACE?

studying the words of Chazal regarding the revelation because it is not always obvious to
which path of redemption they are referring.
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The Ohr HaChaim explains:
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iii -  Unknown identity

The identity of the Mashiach will be completely unknown - even to his friends and
family - until he reveals himself to be the Mashiach.
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Unknown to himself

Even the person who is destined to become the Mashiach (see 3.A. below) will be
unaware of his destiny until own reveals to him that he will be the Mashiach.
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iy - In Eretz Yisroel
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: III- UNKNOWN IDENTITY - VI- HOW WILL WE IDENTIFY THE MOSHIACH

y - In a sudden manner

The arrival of the Mashiach will occur in a sudden manner. "\ refers to the
Mashiach; 7n>an xon” refers to Eliyahu HaNavi.
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This is more than just a principle; it is the actual basis for halachic rulings.
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See also the Ramban ([y7an9n »ans] »7ay 95¢> Min Nw1as MN3) for a discussion of
the details of the revelation of the Mashiach.

vi-  How will we identify the Mashiach?

Each and every generation contains a person who, by virtue of their righteousness, is
fitting to become the Mashiach.
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For a discussion of the Mashiach’s genealogy, see notes.

a. Identification by lineage

Hashem promised King David that his kingdom would last forever, as it says, (Shmuel
2, 7:16) "And your dynasty and your kingdom will remain steadfast forever before you, your
throne will remain firm forever." Therefore, we know that the Mashiach must be a
descendant of King David.
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For a discussion of the soul of the Mashiach, see notes.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VI- HOW WILL WE IDENTIFY THE MOSHIACH - VII- FALSE MESSIAHS

Identification by deed

The most simple way to identify the Mashiach will be to examine the person's actions.
If he accomplishes the goals set for the Mashiach (see 1.B.), we know he is the Mashiach.

7,8 05910 MION 07N

55 9197 N9 HYAYI ANOIW NN 295 PAX TITI NNXNA PO NN INN ,TIT 7PN ToN TNy’ ON)
95 NN MYDNM NYY OX .MHYH XINY NPINA N3 20 /D MNNDN DN NPT PIN2Y N2 T2 ORI
XTI MOWN NN IRV INTI NP PN YTPHN M) 1PI0IV MNMIND

c. Identification by character

Since we know the Mashiach will reach the level of nevuah (see below, 3.B.ii.b.), we
know he must possess the prerequisite qualities necessary to attain prophecy:
T,79°0 NIPN
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vii -  False Messiahs
a. Identifying a false messiah

Once we know the identifying characteristics for the Mashiach, it is actually quite
simple to expose a false messiah. Since we know, for example, that the Mashiach will
eventually be a navi, anyone who claims to be the Mashiach must exhibit the characteristics
necessary for prophecy:
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Also, this person must accomplish the goals designated for the Mashiach. Therefore,
if a person claims to be the Mashiach yet fails to fulfill these goals, we know he is a false
messiah. This is the most simple, effective method for exposing false messiahs; no pretender
to the title Mashiach has ever passed this acid test. See the Ramban below who makes the
same point regarding Yeshu HaNotzri.
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Additionally, as we will explain below, the Mashiach will not change a single mitzvah
of the Torah. Therefore, any person who claims to be the Mashiach yet tampers with the
N is clearly a false messiah:
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111 of 154



SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VII- FALSE MESSIAHS
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1 - Bar Kochva

After the First Churban (70 CE), Bar Kochba (Bar Koziva') led a revolt against the
Romans which for a time looked like it might be successful® (132-135CE). He even
succeeded in recapturing Jerusalem and establishing a period of independent Jewish
sovereignty in most of Eretz Yisroel. The emerging consensus amongst the greatest Sages of
the time, including Rabbi Akiva4, was that Bar Kochba was the Mashiach:
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However, Bar Kochba became arrogant at his own military prowess® which led to him
kill his uncle, the great R’ Elazar HaModai, in a fit of rage7. After that, Bar Kochba lost his
Heavenly help®, Beitar fell and Bar Kochba was killed’.

"His original name was Bar Koziva but R’ Akiva changed his name to Bar Kochba (“son of a star”), an
illusion to the verse, “A star shall go forth from Yaakov” (Numbers 24:17). The “star” of that verse
would be the Messiah. (History of the Jewish People, vol. 11, pg. 62)
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®A massive effort by the Romans led to the recapture of Jerusalem. But this did not end the revolt. Bar
Kochba and most of his troops withdrew to Beitar, where the fighting was to continue for some three
and a half years. At first the battle went well for Bar Kochba and his men, who performed amazing
feats of bravery. Unfortunately, Bar Kochba himself became arrogant, attributing his victories to his
personal strength. (History of the Jewish People, pg. 65)

"He accepted a slanderous accusation of treachery against his uncle.

8The Jerusalem Talmud relates that when Bar Kochba killed R’ Elazar, a voice from heaven
roclaimed, ‘You have killed R’ Elazar HaModai, the strong arm and right eye of Israel. Therefore your
own arm shall wither and your right eye grow dim.” Thereupon Beitar fell to the Romans and Bar
Koziva was slain. (Jerusalem Talmud, Taanis, 4:5) (History of the Jewish People, pg. 65)
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VII- FALSE MESSIAHS

Since Bar Kochba died without fulfilling the tasks designated for the Mashiach he
could not have been the Mashiach.
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2 - Yeshu HaNotzri (Jesus)

The introduction of the Rambam on this subject:
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The Ramban brings several strong proofs that Yeshu could not have been the
Mashiach. First, Yeshu did not fulfill many of the prophecies concerning the Mashiach:
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The Ramban also points out that Yeshu did not complete many of the tasks designated
for the Mashiach:
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And the final nail in the coffin: why should anyone believe Yeshu was the Mashiach
if Yeshu, supposedly omnipotent, couldn't even prove it to the Sages of his time?
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Also, Yeshu desired to cancel many of the m¥n, a sure indication of a false messiah:
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VII- FALSE MESSIAHS
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R. Pinchas Stopler makes the following additional points (Was Jesus the Messiah, The
Real Messiah)

[1] Nowhere does our Bible say that the Messiah would be a god or G-d-like. The
very idea that G-d would take on human form is repulsive to Jews because it
contradicts our concept of G-d as being above and beyond the limitations of the
human body and situation. Jews believe that G-d alone is to be worshipped, not
a being who is His creation, be he angel, saint, or even the Messiah himself.

[2] Nowhere does the Bible predict that the Messiah will be born to a virgin. In
fact, virgins never give birth anywhere in the Bible. This idea is to be found
only in pagan mythology. To the Jewish mind, the very idea that G-d would
plant a seed in a woman is unnecessary and unnatural. After all - what is
accomplished by this claim? What positive purpose does it serve?

[3] The true Messiah is to reign as King of the Jews. Jesus' career as described in
the New Testament lasted all of three years, at the end of which he was
crucified by the Romans as a common criminal. He never functioned as
anything but a wandering preacher and "faith healer"; he certainly held no
official position or exercised any rule of any kind.

[4] Nowhere does the Jewish Bible say that the Messiah would come once, be
killed, and return again in a "second coming." The idea of a second coming is a
pure rationalization of Jesus' failure to function in any way as a messiah or to
fulfill any of the prophecies of the Torah or the Prophets. The idea is purely a
Christian invention with no foundation in the Bible.

3 - Shabsai Tzvi

Quoted from Triumph of Survival (Berel Wein) Chapter 2:

The young boy received a traditional Jewish education. Possessed of a good mind and
a diligent nature, he excelled in his studies. Before his twentieth birthday he was reportedly
ordained a chacham (the Sephardic rabbinic title) and apparently was well regarded in the
scholarly circles of his community. Even though the study of the Kabbalah was usually
reserved for people of greater maturity, Shabtai was initiated into the mysteries of that study
early in his scholastic career...

He also began to practice ascetic ways...and other forms of behavior that caused his
acquaintances to first consider him strange, then strangely holy, and, finally, purely pious and
almost godly. The young Shabtai evidenced a charismatic air that blinded others to his faults
and encouraged abnormal adulation.

Apparently, by then he was also afflicted by the classic mental disturbance that would
hound him all his life, the recorded symptoms of which, as described by his contemporaries,
suggest a manic-depressive psychosis. Although this illness sheds light on his future
behavior, nevertheless his charisma, shrewdness, and attraction to others were sufficient to
convince a great deal of the Jewish world that this insanity was really a gift of prophecy.

In 1648 Shabtai first began to experience messianic delusions...In one of his manic
moments he had an apocalyptic vision of himself saving Israel as its messiah.

However, the bizarre nature of his behavior continually caught up with him and he
was driven out of many Jewish communities, sometimes even undergoing the pain and
humiliation of public flogging. During this period, Shabtai publicly violated many precepts of
basic Jewish law and was guilty of behavior insulting to the holy Torah scroll.
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 3: VII- FALSE MESSIAHS

By the summer of 1665, the team of Nathan and Shabtai was firmly established, and
on the holiday of Shavuos of that year, Nathan proclaimed Shabtai the messiah at a public
gathering in Gaza. Shabtai first demurred modestly, but then, adopting the role of leader and
savior, he publicly admitted his "true" messianic nature and began tinkering with the
observances and rituals of traditional Judaism.

He also engaged in public licentious sexual behavior, ate non-kosher foods,
pronounced a newly formulated benediction "Who has permitted that which has previously
been forbidden"...

However, in September 1666, the Sultan [of Turkey] tired of the game and had
Shabtai brought before him to Adrianople. In the middle of September 1666, Shabtai denied
before the Sultan and his court any messianic pretensions on his part. The council of the
Sultan then presented him with the choice of martyrdom or conversion to Islam. Shabtai Tzvi
"the messiah of Israel, the hope of the ages, the scion of David and the culmination of Jewish
destiny," chose apostasy at the age of forty...

The charade had come to an end.

Why does Hashem allow false messiahs to proliferate?

Why does own allow false messiahs to proliferate? By spreading knowledge of the
concept of the Mashiach they increase the contrast of the truth the real Mashiach will signify
when he arrives:
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Using the above principle, the Abarbanel explains the following midrash (.38 y7179):
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CHAPTER FOUR: WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE
LIKE AFTER THE MASHIACH ARRIVES?

The nature of the world during the time of the Mashiach.
a. The Mashiach will not change the Torah

A description of the era of the Mashiach

a. Acceptance of Hashem

b. World peace and Harmony of Nature

c. Return of nevuah

d. Weakening of the evil inclination

e. Financial prosperity

The Non-Jews during the era of the Mashiach
a. Acceptance of Hashem

b. Non-Jewish attitude toward the Jews

c. Converts during the time of the Mashiach
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CHAPTER FOUR - WHAT WILL THE WORLD BE
LIKE AFTER THE MASHIACH ARRIVES?

i- The nature of the world during the time of the Mashiach.

The Ramban and the Maharal explain that during the era of the Mashiach the world
(and the creation at large) will return to a state of perfection, similar to the world which
would have existed had Adam not sinned. Although the intrinsic nature of the world will
remain unchanged (gravity will still function, weapons will still exist), our lives will be
radically altered (world peace, etc.). All the changes listed below (in 4.B.) can be understood
within this framework:
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R' Saadyah Gaon adds that although we have a basic idea of what the world will be
like during the time of the Mashiach, the true reality will defy our imagination.
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'The Rambam adds:
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For a discussion on how long the Messianic age will last, see VX PYTMD.

a. The Mashiach will not change the Torah

The Mashiach will not change the Torah in any way. All the mnsn will still apply
during the time of the Mashiach. This is one of the Rambam's thirteen principles:
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For a discussion regarding midrashim which seem to indicate that certain nnsn will
change, see notes.

ii-  Adescription of the era of the Mashiach

There will be many changes in the world during the time of the Mashiach. Briefly, they

are:
a. Acceptance of ovn
b. World peace and harmony of nature
c. Return of prophecy
d. Weakening of the evil inclination
e. Financial prosperity

a. Acceptance of Hashem

During the time of the Mashiach, every nation will believe in own. The world will
also accept the Torah as own's true teaching:
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: I- THE NATURE OF THE WORLD DURING THE TIME OF THE MASHIACH
- 1I- A DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH
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The primary occupation of the world will be to know and understand own:
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b. World peace and Harmony of Nature

During the time of the Mashiach all nations will live peacefully with one another and
war will cease to exist:
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The Rambam holds that as far as nature is concerned > WM o9y. The lion will
still attack the lamb and the psukim that appear to the contrary are not to be understood
literally. The Ramban, however, understands the psukim literally. He asserts that there will
indeed be a change in the fundamental nature of animals'.

C. Return of nevuah

Nevuah, a state currently unattainable even by people on the proper spiritual level,
will return to the world during the time of the Mashiach:
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SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: II- A DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH - ITII-THE NON-JEWS
DURING THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH

SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: II- A DESCRIPTION OF THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH
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It will become easy to attain the proper spiritual level necessary for nevuah.
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d. Weakening of the evil inclination

During the time of the Mashiach the evil inclination will become powerless. Instead, a
person's natural inclination will be to do good:
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e. Financial prosperity

During the time of the Mashiach there will be great financial prosperity in the world
and in Eretz Yisroel in particular.
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f. Torah Study
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iii -  The Non-Jews during the era of the Mashiach

During the time of the Mashiach, the relationship between the Jewish people and the
Non-Jews will change in the following three ways:

a. Acceptance of Hashem

Every nation will believe in own during the time of the Mashiach. The world will also
accept the Torah as bwn's true teaching. Sources can be found above.

b. Non-Jewish attitude toward the Jews

The Non-Jews will accord the Jewish people great honor during the time of the
Mashiach.
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C.

SECTION 3- CHAPTER 4: III-THE NON-JEWS DURING THE ERA OF THE MASHIACH

Converts during the time of the Mashiach

During the time of the Mashiach, many non-Jews will desire to convert to Judaism.
However, once the Mashiach reveals himself, the Jewish people will no longer accept
converts.
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APPENDIX A. MAN - BEFORE & AFTER THE SIN

The first man and woman were so pure that they saw their outer bodies as a pure
garment for their inside reality. As the verse says,
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Modesty is required when there is an incompatibility between the outer, superficial
reality and the deeper spiritual reality. Adam and Chava were identified with the good all the
way through'. All their body parts, explains the Seforno, even the most private ones, were but
instruments to do G-d’s Will and not a source of sensuality in any way®. This was even true
when they had marital relations each other’. The closest thing we see to this today, says
HaEmek Davar, is the love of a brother and a sister for each other. It is not inappropriate for
them to publicly display their affection for each other because it is not at all sensually based".

wwan» N9 — because Adam and Chava’s physical, bodily needs were completely
removed from themselves’. There was simply no physical barrier between them and G-d, a
state which prophets, with the exception of Moshe Rabbeinu, only achieved during the actual
time of their prophecy and after great preparation®. Before the xvn, the mnwy of DTN
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Rav Hirsch states that when the prophecy later takes place, “we do not consider such instances as ...
unnatural events, but ... [rather] momentary return, brought about by the strength of the Torah to the
original natural condition. (Berieshis, pg. 78)
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NN was like our 1MA today'. His spirituality was so concentrated that he and mn were
able to achieve through one positive mxn, i.e. Y9N HON PN \Y 951/NTaYY, and one negative
MmN, i.e. 299NN XY Y11 10 NYTN Nyn/nnwy, all that was needed for the ypn of this world®.
(The Seven Noachide Mitzvos were subsumed under these two commands and are actually
learned out from the same verse.) The verse tells us: And G-d planted a garden in Eiden in
the East and He placed man, whom He had formed, in it. This planting, says the Nesivos
HaMussar, was the Torah, for there was complete harmony of the physical and the spiritual
worlds. Man, by living in this very elevated ‘physical’ environment, was able to understand
all that we do today from the Torah®.

Although there was the possibility of xvn even then, xvn did not exist as a tangible
reality. Before the Nvn, man identified himself with the good and saw the y9n %> as
something outside of himself® - the Nachash. Good and evil existed in two opposing but
separate domains®. There was no sensual desire and choosing good would have been the more
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2Rav Hirsch points out that this command was a Chok, a dietary law, a negative prohibition and an
oral transmission — all the aspects of Judaism that the non-Jewish world has always taken umbrage to
and resented.
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The Ramchal then proceeds to explain why the order is first the positive mitzvah and then the
negative mitzvah, whereas it says for us 119 nwy1 v MU. Similarly at Sinai, the order is first the
positive, unw1 nwvi. The Ramchal explains that at Adam HaRishon’s level, when the Tumah and the
Kedusha were already separated, what was needed was for the first man to achieve the necessary
positive level of kedusha (n72D7?) and then to maintain it (nw?). (This was a similar level to Sinai.)
However, after the x®un, when we now have a situation where the Kedusha is mixed with the Tumah,
we need to first separate ourselves from the Tumah (v 110) and then engage in the Kedusha ( nuwp
10).
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natural of the two choices'. The Nefesh Hachaim compares the choice of doing evil at this
time with the choice of putting our hand in fire>. We might be capable of doing such a thing,
but no normal person would act so contrary to his own interests or nature’. We would think
he was mad. However, after the xvn, the chol and the kodesh became mixed*. Man began to
identify his “I”” with his Yetzer Hara (I want), whereas he saw goodness as something outside
of himself, an ‘ought’ or ethical imperative to be aspired to” (You ought, this is forbidden to
you). Man now developed a sensual desire for marital relations®. He truly became G-d-like in
the sense that he now had a deeper capacity for choice, but the price he paid was huge’.
Spirituality now had to be looked for below the surface of things® using the midah of Tznius.
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Tznius now became a fundamental principle without which man would be reduced to
no more than a sophisticated animal, doomed to seeing only material and not spiritual
reality’. Shame, the understanding that a part of one’s body which is committed, at least in
part, to sensuality, was now also appropriately activated. “The shame awakes the voice within
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As a mashal, let us consider someone on diet, where a piece of cake becomes the forbidden food.
Before the xum, the person would have said, “/ don’t want the cake” although there is something
outside of me telling me that | ought to have it. After the xun, the person would say, “/ want the cake
even though | know that | shouldn’t be eating it.”
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us, which is intimately connected with the conscience, and reminds us that we are not meant
to be animals'.”

The Nachash, animal wisdom as Rav Hirsch calls it,” appealed to Chava’s enormous
spiritual and intellectual prowess by saying that, upon eating from the Tree of Knowledge
DPwrd on»m — you will have G-dly powers with which you will be able to form new
worlds®. Indeed, man has an inherent and good potential to imitate G-d*. The very name for
man, Adam, comes from the word Adameh — I will be like. For it is man’s ability to imagine
that which is beyond himself (G-d) and to strive towards Him. The Nachash cleverly
harnassed this trait for his nefarious goals. In other words, the original attraction was an
appeal to the Gaava of Adam and Chava’. However, when the actual sin took place, it did so
as an act of Taava:
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Through this Taava all kinds of Yetzer Hara take root in man®. Gaava is much more
of a contradiction to G-d than Taava. The way the Nachash put it, the Gaava of Adam and
Chava would express itself as a competition with G-d Himself. Taava may be a distancing
from G-d, a move further into the material and away from the spiritual, but it is not a total
contradiction to G-d. It weakens the bonds rather than breaks them’. In the end, however, the
Gaava was only a Machshava. As a result, it only penetrated the Neshama of Adam and
Chava peripherally. The Taava, however, which was the actual sin, penetrated much deeper®.

'Rav Hirsch, pg. 77

“Bereishis — pg. 74: [The Nachash says]: “Well even if G-d has said so! Is that a reason for your
having to obey? Is not the urge within you the Voice of G-d? If eating it is bad for you, wh did he first
give the food the appeal to you, and you the urge to eat it — did He not tell you thereby quite clearly

that this food and you are there for each other? Is no this Voice His earlier clearer voice? ...” ... Thus
speaks animal wisdom to us to this day, either straight out or cloaked in philosophical covering.
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And this is why G-d prohibited eating from the tree for “G-d did not prohibit this tree out of any concern
for your lives, but because He is aware that by eating from it you will attain extra wisdom and become
omniscient like Him. Then you will be independent of Him.” (R. Hirsch)
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8Rav Tzadok HoChohen. Later, those who attached themselves to the core of Adam HaRishon’s
Neshama, the Jews, would have Taava as their primary Yetzer Hara. Those who attached themselves
to the periphery of his Neshama, the non-Jews, would have as Gaava their main Yetzer Hara.
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This meant that from now on Taava would be mixed into our most noblest of endeavors. As
long as the remnants of the Cheit had not been resolved some sensuality would creep into and
mix with virtually everything'.

Had the First Man and Woman not sinned their Neshamos would have purified their
bodies in continuing successive stages® until the soul would have completely purified the
body3. They would have brought in the Messianic Era by Shabbos (5 hours later)*. The First
Man would have been the Mashiach, there would have been no 97yavin’ and the Messianic
Era would have taken place on the higher plane of y7y ) rather than in Yx 1w X Ix®. All of the
rest of mankind would have been born into the Messianic Era. All of mankind would have
comprised the concept '9N > Y93. There would have been no distinction between Jew and
non-Jew.

Prior to the sin, man’s physicality was as spiritual as our spirituality is today; his
spirituality was much more spiritual in turn®. Had he continued to grow, his physicality would
have reached the level of the spirituality that he started out with, and so on.

However, after the Nxvn, completion (mwn) had to be reached in a much more
difficult, two stage process:

i- First we have to get back to the level of X and mn before the nvn’;

ii- Only then can we get to the level of the Messianic Era'”.
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9AIthough | have written that we have to return to the level of xunn omp nNwx1n OTR prior to the
Messianic Era, in practice we may go into the early stages of the Messianic Era first and only then be
17 the xun, before going on to higher levels of the Messianic Era.
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In order to achieve this, Adam’s Neshama was now divided amongst the billions of
people who came after him, each one charged with fulfilling a tiny amount of the task that
Adam and Chava would have achieved on their own. Bechor Shor says that before the sin,
Adam and Chava were an entire world and there would have been no need for them to have
had children at all, for they would have achieved their purpose and lived forever'! The pain
of a woman’s pregnancy, birth and child-rearing is a function of the fact that this was not her
intended original state.

Spirituality became more hidden. G-d asked Adam noX (v ) — where are you
spiritually now? Where are your former exalted heights®? He asked him further: * ... x\yn yon
nvon. The Sages ask: 4]”))3 7NNy N - and quote these words. In other words, at what
point did the force of Haman, the anti-spirituality, enter the world? Or, the way G-d asks
Adam: “Did you introduce this force into the world making it harder for all mankind?” “Are
you now in need of clothes, unlike the animals?””

The process of achieving completion had become more arduous, yet it was still
accessible. On the one hand, the new reality required that Adam and Chava cover their bodies
unlike any other creature on earth®. On the other hand G-d Himself made their clothes. (The
Torah thus both opens and closes with G-d’s chesed, ending with G-d’s burial of Moshe”). It
was G-d’s way of saying, “I am still with you. We still have a relationship®.” On the one
hand, the entrance to Gan Eiden was guarded by revolving sword-yielding angels9. But, on
the other hand, it was only guarded, limiting entry, and not completely blocked. The ground
was now cursed, but not man'’. The first man, and any future generation, could still return to

However, the destruction of the world, necessitated by the sin, occurs only at the end of the Messianic
Era. (Therefore, it would seem that although the stage of Adam HaRishon before the Chet is achieved
only much later, just before Techiyas HaMeisim. (Michtav MeEliyahu, Chelek Daled, Daf 151, Derech
HaSh-m, ibid.))
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'%Rav Hirsch (pgs 87 -88): In the whole of this verdict of G-d, the curse is pronounced only against the
ground and the animal, but in no wise over Man. Mankind is in no manner whatsoever placed under a
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the exalted level of the First Man before the Cheit'. The exile out of the Garden was for a
shliichus, a mission,” YTy 10 *7 310N9¥ - the mission of gathering the holy sparks scattered
far and wide by the Cheit’.

Death and What Comes After

The Cheit of Adam HaRishon brought death to the world. This was because the
Neshama was no longer powerful enough to visibly purify the body as much as the body
needs®. This in turn prevents the Neshama from fully expressing itself® and purifying the
body as much as it needs to. Therefore, death is necessitated to purify the body® by rotting in
the ground7, returning to dust, it’s most elemental form®, thereby breaking it down and
reconstituting it in a purer form®. After death it takes a year and a month in several stages for
the body and the soul to fully separate'”.

ban for his first disobedience, In all that was said, not a single syllable altered by a hairbreadth Man’s
high calling or his ability to reach or fulfill it. ... Still today, every Jew approaches his G-d with the
avowal: XN N710Y "7 MM Inwin - and it is up to me to keep it pure, and to restore it to You pure.
Our Sages teach:
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... In every generation, the spiritual and moral highest is attainable.
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After death the Neshama is also allowed to express itself fully in Olam HaNeshamos'
(Gan Eiden®). Being that Olam HaNeshamos is a purely spiritual environment, the Neshama
is also able to grow during this time’. (In fact, even in this world, the Neshama grows a
little*.) The amount of growth of the Neshama in Olam HaNeshamos is in proportion to the
amount of Torah and Mitzvos the person did in this world. This in turn influences the degree
to which the Neshama can influence the body when they recombine at Techiyas HaMesim’.

Death is therefore beneficial for both the body and the soul®, which can now catch up
on all the growth it lost on as a result of the xvn of YwxAN DTx’. However, the starting point
for this new phase of growth will be the spiritual achievements of the person during o9w®
mn.

Body and soul continue to be separated until o>nnn n»nNn when the two will be
recombined. The soul will then be the instrument for purifying the body’. This is the true
reward'’, when the soul itself will finally reach its full potential both by doing what it was
created to do and by turning from being a taker of goodness to being a giver of goodness to
the body''. Tt will also fully take over and control the body, purifying it to the maximum
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The Derech HaShem (X '0) explains another aspect of this growth. Since the soul’s true role is not
only to achieve completion, but also to purify the body, the soul suffers in this world. For since the soul
cannot do in this world what it was designed to do, it now runs below its own potential, not doing fully
what it was created to do. In addition, by not purifying the body, it also remains attached to a body
which is in turn attached to the impurities of the physical world. This association, although it does not
effect the essence of the soul, dirties it, so to speak. This (external) blemish is removed in during the
stay of the Neshama in Olam HaNeshamos. However, the purer the Neshama gets to Olam
HaNeshamos, the better its starting point for this process of purification. Therefore, Olam
HaNeshamos gives the soul pleasure according to its achievements, together with the body, in this
world.
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extent possible'. Both soul and body will then continue to grow towards ultimate spirituality
forever”.

However, exceptional people like Chanoch and Eliyahu were able to reach Olam
Haba spirituality without dying. In general, death for Tzadikim represents a continuation
rather than a disruption of growth® and the separation of their soul from their body in the act
of dying is a minimally painful process"”.

T0A2"9 RMT 'I"ITI

NN NUTA 133 NIRA 1717779 00 12

120 "97 P71 ,0D 1MKR RUN TN 223 27710 R? 1TRA 117D 1 00N NIN™1 :138-9 ‘MY P11 M1AWNN L1131 P17 oy
N1 127T? TN1700N10 27 0110 11°R 0NN "97 ,(XR7D R 177) 0172 01" 0P T 20 0N"N1I0 K211 172p01 721
11 W9 MR TR N1?2XINiN 01" K100 17270 010 219 NN 0177 ... 011720 IM° 1N210°21 maa

0712721 27D 1P W1 121220 ®RMN™1 R1J0RX 17122 0P ... T?1D2 1R721 0™ "1"0 NW1201 MIXN DUN :R“D N mata?

nwn  .Aptlia mm 0TIl AR 0aT IR1AN R7D 1T RIN2 811271 11727 00N 20 A0 ANt R10T0 ®779 121
AP W012 1NN R? TINR 0P TR0

132 of 154



ii.
1ii.
1v.

APPENDIX B: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
REGARDING MASHIACH

The necessity of Teshuvah

The genealogy of the Mashiach

The soul of the Mashiach

Midrashim which seem to indicate that some Mitzvos will be changed
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APPENDIX A: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES REGARDING MASHIACH

APPENDIX B: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES
REGARDING MASHIACH

The necessity of teshuvah

There are many sources which indicate that ultimately, the Jewish people will do
teshuvah. In fact, the Mashiach will not come unless the Jews do teshuvah:
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However, the above sources seem to contradict the sources quoted in the main text. If,
as the midrash states, there is a final date on which the Mashiach will arrive regardless of our
actions, it seems that teshuvah is not an absolute necessity. The sources here clearly state that
we must do teshuvah before the Mashiach arrives.

The answer, related to me by HaRav Moshe Shapiro, is that without doubt the Jewish
people must do teshuvah before the Mashiach arrives. If we are not willing to do teshuvah on
our accord, own will "force" the Jewish nation to do teshuvah, as in the Gemara quoted here.

When Y730 said there are two possible times for the arrival of the Mashiach, one if we
do teshuvah and one regardless, they meant this: If we do teshuvah of our own accord, the
Mashiach will come immediately. If, however, we do not do teshuvah of our own accord the
Mashiach will arrive at a preset time. However, before that time, own will arrange events in
the world that will cause the Jewish nation to do teshuvah. Clearly, the second option will be
less pleasant than the first.

The genealogy of the Mashiach

The Abarbanel quotes the following midrash which states that the Mashiach’s
genealogy will be similar to that of Esther HaMalka, whose father died before she was born
and whose mother died in childbirth.
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APPENNDIY A MIQCETT ANENTTIQ IRAUITEQ REGARNING MAQHTACH
APPENDIX A: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES REGARDING MASHIACH

C. The soul of the Mashiach

Although the concept of gilgul is beyond the scope of this work, the following
statements of the Rishonim which discuss the soul of the Mashiach are noteworthy:
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d. Midrashim which seem to indicate that some mitzvos will be changed

Although the Rambam quoted in the text states clearly that the Mashiach will not
change any of the msn, the following midrashim seem to indicate that certain nnx» will in
fact change during the time of the Mashiach.
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The Abarbanel explains the second midrash in the following way:
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The Mareh HaPanim, quoting the Alshich, explains the Yerushalmi:
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It is important to note that when the Rambam says that the Mashiach will not change
the Torah in any way, he was only referring to the time of the Mashiach. However, it is
certainly possible that the myn will change during the period of Nan obw after the
resurrection of the dead. Thus we find in the words of the Sages:
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Yet the principle of the Rambam remains true; anyone who claims there will be a
change in the mx1n in this world (as Yeshu and others did) is clearly a fraud.
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APPENDIX C: BELIEF IN THE MASHIACH - A
PRINCIPLE OF FAITH?

According to the Rambam, belief in the coming of the Mashiach is one of the thirteen
basic tenets of Judaism.

9N 2395 NIVNN YIS D79
12 15N NNNNM OX INKRTY IMY PN XDY NNRDY PHRNY XM MHOVNND NI Wy 0NIYN TOMm
n9)

Accordingly, a person who denies this principle (or any of the other twelve) is
considered an apostate.

PYN P95 NIVNN VIO D7aNI
NNIPY DINPIAN PH NP IPOYA 1991 KON 10 KXY 713 0 MTIDN RN TIDI DTN PP TUNN
91 IMIYY N2IN MYV

However, the o»™pyn Yya argued that although the concept of the Mashiach is
certainly true and to not believe it is a transgression, it nevertheless is not considered a
principle on which the entire Torah is dependent:

N P79, PDYNI NN ,DIPYN 19D

99 ©19191 D992 NINI 71PN RY 1929 DY GN) DY MWNN NNYAI PHINND 1P XD YD 229 POD AW NON
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Even the Rambam agrees that only belief in the general principle is a basic tenet of
Judaism. Specific details such as whether or not the arrival of Eliyahu HaNavi will precede
the arrival of the Mashiach or the manner in which the Mashiach will arrive are not included
in the tenet. Therefore, a person who believes in the coming of the Mashiach yet does not
believe one of these details is not considered an apostate:

1,2 090 MOON 072N
NTA APV IPITRT KDVION 02T NN N0 PN 019 9D O

It is worthy to note that although the o©»pyn Sya argued with the Rambam, the
opinion of the Rambam has become the accepted opinion among the Jewish people.
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APPENDIX D: THE WAR OF GOG U'MAGOG

1. At the time of the redemption a non-Jewish nation will rise against the Jewish people in an
attempt to destroy them. The war which will take place is known as The War of Gog
U'Magog, Gog referring to the non-Jewish king and Magog referring to the nation he rules:

2,2 09510 MHYN 073N
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MMIND INYY DID V1D DI DNHY

2. There are many prophecies concerning the war of Gog U'Magog, including:
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3. Why will own cause such a war to occur at the height of the redemption? The primary
reason is that the entire world will finally believe in bwn because of the great miracles that
will take place during the war.
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For additional reasons see:
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4. Ultimately, Gog U'Magog will be destroyed in such a miraculous manner that the Jewish
nation will not even have to fight a battle.
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5. There is an argument among the Sages as to whether the war of Gog U'Magog will take
place before the arrival of the Mashiach or immediately afterward. The following midrash
clearly states that the war will take before the arrival of the Mashiach.

1,0 NIP”M N2 wIT)
D172 PN PrHNA M KD PONI NIHY MWYNN TIN...D1TI 919 K> 1O¥I NN M) 1NYIPWIY
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The following Gemara states that the arrival of the Mashiach will precede the war.
)N NTAY
N2 AN ANNI NX NHNDN PRITY 1P, PPNINNDY DI YT PRI NI TNYY I0IN DY 2217 NOINT
12) INWN S 1 DY I0 DININ ONN NN DY
1,02 INPINS DY PrTIN WP PO
6. It is unknown which nation of the modern world is Magog and which person is Gog.
LND RPN DY 029070 WIPI

AN NN 92 NNIPIY NNIRD NOT M DD WD NXOHY TY DNN D2 NOY 92D NN DY N DY ID D177
J19) PDY NIV N TONN NIN DT IYT IR NN 92T 1PN NIND DY NI IN 7721 NODN DY
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APPENDIX E: ELIYAHU HANAVI

1. There is a tradition that Eliyahu HaNavi will return to the Jewish people at the time of the
redemption.

XD ) YONIN
NIV DYTHIN N D NI Y NN PON NN DY NOW IDIN 7N

2,2 095N MHYN 072N
PHN R NOWNN ToNN NN DTIPY DINIRY DMNIONN 1D W)

2. There are many reasons why Eliyahu will come, among them the following:
First, Eliyahu will urge the Jewish nation to repent:

T2 ,2 989N Yy 1w
SN 12T 120 PN NIANN TIT 022D NN 0N T DY .02 DY : NIN TN WITPND AN 27 DYM
2191 DIPNN 5772 HNNY DIPMAIAN
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Second, Eliyahu will begin the process of bringing peace to the world:

T IV N P NPTY NMUND
2191 D22 DY MYYD KON 2799 NDY PNIY KDY DXININ DNDOM)

2,10 NYYA NYIS ,NNDIN POIWN
Also, Eliyahu will be the one to anoint the Mashiach as a king.

15 ,M5MN 190,170
POYN NIPY OPN MNNA NOPWND IR VDY D)

Finally, Eliyahu will clarify halachic uncertainties.
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APPENDIX F: THE TEN TRIBES

1. The Ten Tribes (every tribe with the exception of Yehuda and Binyomin) were exiled by
the King of Ashur during the time of the first Beis HaMikdash.

1, ,2 0000
97 MN2ANY NN DNNX AW INMUN INIY NIN Y1) PNINY IR MUK TN TI0 yvind mywnin nva
YT 9 1IN

2. The Gemara relates an argument between R' Akiva and R' Eliezer regarding whether or not
the Ten Tribes will return to the Jewish people during the redemption.
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However, there are three points which both R' Akiva and R' Eliezer agree on. Firstly, both
agree that a portion of the Ten Tribes have already returned to the Jewish people.
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Secondly, both agree that only the majority of the Ten Tribes were exiled. A small portion of
each of the ten remained with the rest of the Jewish people in Eretz Yisroel.
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Finally, both agree that during the time of the Mashiach there will certainly be twelve tribes.
Their argument was only regarding whether or not those who were exiled were lost among
the non-Jews.
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APPENDIX G - TWO MESSIAHS

1. There is an accepted tradition mentioned in the words of the Sages that there will in fact be
two Messiahs.! The Mashiach referred to in most of this work is Mashiach ben Dovid, a
direct descendant of King David. Additionally, there will be a Mashiach ben Yosef, a
descendant of Joseph, who will precede Mashiach ben Dovid.?

:1) N0
NPV DTN YOV 219 DN NITD 91 XIN 29 INIX OXYUIN NYIIN 1NN INND DXYIN NYIIX N IR
PINNIINIIMONY GO 12 WM N7 )2

2. Mashiach ben Dovid will serve all the functions mentioned above (1.B.) The purpose of
Mashiach ben Yosef will primarily be to lead the Jewish nation in war.

TP PYUNRIN INY INYND MY
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3. The era of Mashiach ben Yosef will be a time of great troubles for the Jewish nation,
culminating in the death of Mashiach ben Yosef® during the battle against Gog U'Magog.

! Althought the Rambam does not mention Moshiach Ben Yosef:
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%Pinchus Winston - http://www.thirtysix.org: [There is a concept and pattern of "Yosef before Yehuda".
This concept] applies ... to leaders... to Temples as well. It is not Yosef's role to be the king, but to
function in another very important role throughout Jewish history.
In fact, as the sefirah that corresponds to Yosef-Yesod-suggests, it is always on the foundation Yosef
builds that the Kingdom of Yehudah stands, eventually, forever. " The house of Ya'akov will be fire, the
house of Yosef will be a flame, and the house of Eisav will be straw; one spark will go out from Yosef
and burn it all up." (Ovadiah 1:18). ...More than any other tribe, Yosef represents the ability to
conquer Eisav, or at the end of history, Edom and the final exile.

® Pinchus Winston - http://www.thirtysix.org: ...[But] not only will G-d help, but we can help as well,
with larger consequences than we might have ever imagined: All those who involve themselves in the
ingathering of the exiles ease the suffering of Moshiach Ben Yosef; the 'Birthpangs of Moshiach’ will
come a little at a time. (Kol HaTor, Chapter 1) Maybe even take away the need for him to die in battle.
One of the greatest tragedies of all history, if it actually happens, will be the death of Moshiach Ben
Yosef in battle in the process of bringing the Final Redemption. According to a tradition, alluded to by
the Talmud above, Armelius, the chief angel of the Erev Rav, will kill him in battle.
| say, if it actually happens because, according to the Ramchal on the Idra of Rebi Shimon bar
Yochai, Moshiach Ben Yosef will not die in the end. According to the Vilna Gaon, this is the sod of the
words, “Yosef is still alive” (Bereishis 45:26): the decree to die at the hands of Armelius does not have
to be fulfilled (Kol HaTor, Chapter 1, q.v. Od Yosef Chai).
And, therein lies the choice and the challenge. The Sitra Achra awaits and looks anxiously for
Moshiach Ben Yosef. He looks for candidates with all the physical and spiritual qualities who can
qualify for this awesome historical role, and when he finds him, he will confront him head on in the
most vicious and cruel way possible. And, he will not let up until either he or Moshiach Ben Yosef
wins.
Apparently, according to the Talmud, the potential for him to win, at least temporarily, exists.
However, as the Vilna Gaon said, WE can lessen the pain of Moshiach Ben Yosef and maybe even
prevent his death. For, if we, people to whom the Sitra Achra really pays little attention, involve
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Mashiach ben Yosef will be aware that he will perish during the war of Gog U'Magog.
Nevertheless, he will accept this decree of own, praying that he will arise during the
resurrection.
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4. As with many concepts of the era of the Mashiach, the coming of Mashiach ben Yosef may
depend on the manner in which the redemption arrives. If the Mashiach arrives because the
Jewish nation repents on their own accord it is possible that the time of troubles will be
avoided.
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ourselves in the role of Moshiach Ben Yosef, we can change the decree and degree of Moshiach Ben
Yosef’s suffering and final fate.
If we live to fulfill our role in the process, then he won'’t die to fulfill his. If we live to save him, then he
won't die to save us. The Sitra Achra will not be any wiser for the ruse, but we will.
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APPENDIX H: THE NESHAMA

(Note, for a description of the various levels of the Neshama and its function, see above,
Chapter One, vii, a, The Neshama-Guf Relationship and ¢, The Five Levels of the Neshama-
Guf Relationship)

A human has five levels of soul: 1
DTN PN, NWI A W)

The Nefesh is the basic life force of man, and is similar to the life-force in the animals. It is
therefore called the Nefesh Behemis®. Man’s midos come from this. The other levels are
unique to man and are connected more directly to G-d through a process of Hishalshelus.
Only the next two levels, the Ruach and the Neshama, are contained within man. The other
two levels are connected to the body, but not contained within it. Man is therefore often
referred to as having the bottom three souls, while the top two are often not mentioned”.
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The highest level of soul we can be aware of is our nnw), which translates into our
thoughts’. The purpose of the nnWw is to purify the body®. Moshe Rabbeinu purified his body
to be like the nwn »N9n, to the point where his body glowed with spirituality’. Prior to the
nnw being put into the 91, the NHW) was no different to any other created being — a complete
taker of own’s goodness® with all the shame that implies’. However, after being placed in a
highly deficient, physical body'®, the nnws can now become an active force for good'. It can
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N

?The Tanya, Chapter one, says that the Nefesh comes from the klipah of the Sitra Achra. However, in the case
of Jews, this comes from the Klipas Nogah, which is the third of the klipas and which is a mixture of good and
bad. (The source of the Klipas Nogah is the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil — Tanya ibid, from the Zohar.)
3 For example, the Tanya, Chapter two.
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take the body up to great spiritual heights”. In this way, man® shares with G-d the task of
bringing the world to completion, becoming His partner in creation®. This partnership
facilitates a type of intimacy with G-d which is a source of great joy".

The Akeidah® explains that a person's body is to its soul as an animal is to its master.
Just as the animal is not capable of looking after its own physical interests let alone fulfilling
it purpose on its own and is therefore entrusted in the hands of a shepherd or its owner to feed
it and prevent it from getting hurt (if it damages someone its master is required to pay for the
fact that he did not look after it properly, and if it is well looked after the shepherd will get
paid),” so too a body on its own has no ability to look after itself spiritually, i.e. to fulfill its
purpose, and it is only through the soul which elevates it that gives the body the possibility of
holiness. It is the shepherd of the body which leads it to serving its Maker®.

The fact that the nnwy combines with the 91 in an integrated being is a 809 which we
do not fully understand’.

By doing this, the nnw itself grows'®. However, the nmnwy is much more powerful
than the body. This is because it is more spiritual and therefore closer to the Ultimate Source
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APPENDIX G: THE NESHAMA

of energy. Left to its natural state, it would immediately take over the body, dragging it to
the highest possible levels. There would then be no choice or growth as we understand it in
this world. In order to allow for this-worldly growth, G-d chose to restrict the power and
expression of the nnwy in the body for as long as we live in this world'.

Although we have stated that the partnership of the nnw) with the body is also
ultimately to the nnwy’s advantage, the nnw) also pays a price for this partnership with
something which is really much lower than itself. This disadvantage is recuperated after death
when the nnw»y goes to mmnwy 09w, There, using as its starting point the amount of Torah and
mmsn the person has done in this world, the nnw) continues to grow”. This is really a catch-up
of the status it should have achieved in this world had the first man not sinned.

After mnw oD the NI recombines with the body, when it grows, level after level,
together with the body. Although the higher levels of the body in these stages is like the level
which the nnwy had achieved during earlier, lower stages, there is always a difference
between the Nnw) and the body.
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