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Torah Wellsprings 1

Parshas Vayeishev - Chanukah

Simcha shel Mitzvah The Gemara sayspa 9,
"One who is careful to light
deally, avodas Hashemyo chanukah candlesi® pn
~should be performed With o wyon o3, "he will merit
vigor and joy. It shouldn’t be chjldren talmidei chachamith
performed by rote, like a daily (Shabbos23).
routine. Everytefillah should
be, in one’s eyes, like the firstWe can also translatexn, if
one ever. Each mitzvah shouldjou are accustomed to doing
be performed with joy. things habitually and because
Chanukah is an ideal time toof your familiarity you don’t
cultivate this attitude. do them with freshness, then
w3, shine the light of
The Chanukahlecht have a Chanukah, which is the light
specific time frame when they Of newness onto your deeds.

should burn. The Gemara saysl, Birchas hashach
S5: moonw Ty menn ppwnwn annen n Birchas hashachawe say

H : N we Al
sen 1, "The mitzvah is to PN NN L TR En T, we

light the candles from sunse{Sduest that we should have

) moy,  familiarity in Torah.
until there are no more peopleS .
. . omeone asked the Imrei
in the marketplace." We ca

: . : "Emes zt'l, isn't familiarity a
explain that indicated in thesenegative matter? Don't we

words is that one should light,, .+ the Torah to always be
Chanukahlecht 5m mSanw Ty, new to Us?

until one gets rid of themon,

habitual behavior. The The Imrei Emes answered that
Chanukah candles shouldvhen it comes to Torah, we
teach us to make ouavodas want to be familiar and: to

Hashemfresh and filled with learn Torah. One should learn
light and joy. Torah at every opportunity.
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But we also want the Torah tolead to true happiness.
be new. By Torah study, itSimilarly, one can pretend that
isn't a contradiction. The Imreihe is excited and happy over
Emes compared it to eatingthe Torah and mitzvos,
Every day we eat, yet eaclbecause by pretending, his
time, we eat with a new happiness will become
chiyus excitement and genuine.

appetite, as though we never

ate before. We are never bored! this week'sparashahthe

of food. Torah study should bePP?=1 and theoawn v had a
ream. Yosef told thesar

the same. We want to becom _ _

accustomed to studying Toratj!@mashkim(chief butler) that

— we want to study Torah'n_three days he W|II_ leave the
it Prison and serve in Paroh's

Opalace once again, and Yosef

said to thesar ha'ofim (chief

baker) that in three days, the

If Torah isn't exciting and new S&r ha'ofimwill die. How did
to us, we should pretend ag’©S€f know that the sar
though it were. We Canhamashklmould live and the
pretend that we truly desire o~ S&r ha'ofimwould die?
understand the Gemara, D¥he Chida answers with a
Iearnln_g it in a joyous tu_ne mashal
and with external expressions
of excitement and interestAn artist painted a picture of a
And when we pretend,man carrying a basket on his
eventually it will become real. head. The basket was filled
with cakes and other baked
Sheker falsehood, is agoods. The picture was
negative trait but tzaddikimtrue-to-life. Even the birds
said that one is permitted towere fooled. They came and
pretend that he's happyecked at the picture, that's
because false happiness willhow real the breads looked.

constantly — however,
should always be exciting an
like new to us.
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"See how wonderful thisParashas Naso lists the

painting is!" someone korbanos that the Nesi'im
exclaimed. "Even the birds areorought after theMishkanwas
fooled by it." completed.xw mwn 5% 1 BN

Another person disagreed. Hex > or® 9nn sws ord ans
said, "If the painting would namn nounb oiap, "Hashem said
look real, the birds would beto Moshe, 'Onenasi each day,
afraid of the person holdingshould bring hiskorban for
the basket. Apparently, itthe dedication of the
doesn’t look so real." mizbeiach" (Bamidbar 7:11).
The Chida explains, thew There were twelve nesi'inand
each nasi brought the very

oown dreamed that he was ame korban on  subsequent
carrying breads and cakes in ubsequ
et the Torah lists each

basket on his head, and bird ays, y

were eating from the basket'2S! and hiskorban It seems

When Yosef heard this, he'€petitious. The Torah could
realized that this is a sign thave stated thekorbanos of

ay 12 pwm of  shevet
va?:aihg “binds h\c/vohu?d "pe Yehudah who  brought them
afraid to eat from the basket'(zlr.] the first day (Rosh Chodesh
above his head. |ssan_) and then the Tgrah
can write that the othemesi'im
For our purposes now, it is abrought the very samkorban
reminder that we must beon the subsequent days. Why
alive. We need to servedoes the Torah repeat each
Hashem with joy. We mustn't nasi's korbanindividually?
serve Hashem with laziness,
with boredom, without The Ramban answers that this
interest. And as we wroteis to indicate that the twelve
earlier, if we don’t have this nesi'im didn't copy each
vim and vigor then we cananother. Each of them had
always pretend as though walifferent intentions with the
do until it becomes real. korbanos they brought. The
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Torah lists them separatelyin the Beis HaMikdash. The
because even though theiEhem MiShmuel explains that
deeds were the same, eactimey brought the korbanos
korban was totally different every day; the problem was
because of their intentions. that they didn't bring them
with joy as a Yid should.
After listing these korbanos,
Parashas B'haloschabegins Their teshuvahwas when they
with the mitzvah of lighting were moser nefeshfor the
the Menorah in the Mishkan.avodahin the Beis HaMikdash
Rashi writesx 52 wmxw mmb  and thereby, they merited a
mm 89w, "The Torah is telling Mmiracle with the Menorah.
us Aharon's praise that he
didn't change [and do Emunah

differenty than Hashem'sThe main area where one
decree]l.” The Sfas Emesshould eliminate familiarity is
translates it differently: 8> with emunah. Emunahhas
mw, he didn't repeat. Themany levels and we are
nesiim didn’'t “repeat” one accustomed to our level in
another, rather eachnasi emunah It's hard for us to
brought his korban with his stretch beyond this limitation.
personal intentions. Aharon
was on an even higher levelWhen something happens,
and he never ‘'repeated'many people — even G-d
himself. Each day he lit thefearing people — can think that
Menorah with renewed vigorit happened by chancelt's
and joy, with new intentions. hard for them to accept that
what happened came directly
The Ba'ch teaches that in thdrom Hashem. On Chanukah,
era of Chanukah (prior to thelet's train ourselves to think in
miracles of Chanuka) thethe mode ofemunah When it
Jewish people were¥wnn comes to parnassah and
mmapa, lenient with theavodah regarding everything else too,
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learn to recognize thatthe desert] came to Eretz
everything is from Hashem Yisrael and they saw that
food grows from the ground,
they were astounded. They

were familiar with food
the marketplace, where peOpl?aIIing down from heaven:

enerally think that everythin
?hat taki:s place therey is gapow they saw that food grows
from the ground.

natural occurrence and not
Hashem's Hand. If they makeNe tend to think of familiar

money they think it's becausgphenomena as simply the
of their good choices, and ifforces of nature. But once in a
they lose money it's because oivhile Hashem performs a
their faults. We light great miracle, and then we
Chanukahlecht s %m 75w 7y remind ourselves that
pwn, until we stop thismbm, everything that occurs -
this typical form of thinking including those matters that
and we acquire the awarenesse are familiar with — are also
that everything — even whatmiracles (as the Ramban
occurs in the market — is fromwrites at the end oparashas

Hashem. Bo).:

This is indicated in the words
pwn m Sm moonw . The pw is

The Chasam Sofert'| taught The Yevanim excelled imwon
that when the Yidden [fromnrrayn  (Sciences). Literally

1. In Pirkei Avos it states: °m N1 a0 a7 19K AR N MK MIwnn ooni
w3 27hnn 19N> nnaa vy aoyn on, UIf a person stops learning and
says, "How beautiful is this tree!" 'How beautiful is this piece of land!" the
passuk renders him chayav misah" (Avos 3:7).
Chassidim explained this Mishnah in the following manner: If when one
sees a beautiful tree or a beautiful field, and he doesn’t recognize that it's
a miracle from Hashem, he is woix a»nnn, because one should always
remember that what he sees and everything that occurs to him is straight
from Hashem.
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nay'n mmon means outer these days were established for
wisdoms. We must look for Hallel and Hoidayah (praise).

the nner wisdom. - On theThe Misechta Sofrim says that
outside, matters seem to be

haopening by chance. One cad” Chanukah we should say
PP g9 by ' Pallel mp,  to chant it

study science and remain leasanty and iovfull
stranded on the outer level. P y Joytufly.

One has to look within andThere was a woman who
recognize that everything issuffered from adibbuk The

from Hashent. Divrei Chaim of Tzanz zt'l
suggested that she stand by the
Hallel doorway of the beis kneses

. when they say Hallel on
The Chochmas Shlomaifan Chanukah. She did so, and the

) teaches that It someone™ =y ot her:

in jail is given the choice of

either lighting the ChanukahLike all mitzvos,Hallel should
candles in prison or to leavebe said with hislahavus with
the jail for a day to sayHallel, passion. Although we will be
he should choose to leave andaying Hallel for eight days
say Hallel. Hallel is more straight, we should strive to
important than lighting the make theHallel new, exciting
Chanukah candles because and joyous, each day.

2. The Shlah Hakadosh taught that one should accustom himself to say
'y ox and ‘1 narva. Hashem's name should always be on his lips.
Yosef was this way. The passuk says, Twy NIT WX Y21 INK ' 7 PNTR KN
12 rhxn 1, "His master saw that Hashem was with Yosef, and whatever
he did, Hashem gave him success" (39:3). Rashi writes, onw ow - 1N 71 1
o3 Mw, "Hashem's name was always on his lips."
The Shlah teaches that this is alluded to in the passuk, mpn & 1 nyy. Xn
is roshei teivos for '1 x> px. If one says this, mpn x11, he will succeed.
3. We can derive from this that all forms of negativity will go away by
saying Hallel on Chanukah.
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The Baal HaTanyat'| had a the phrase is repeated, it
great chassid called Relshould be written in smaller
Shmuel Minkaszt'l. Once, he print."
asked amelamed "What are The melamedlaughed, but he
you teaching now?" didn’t have an answer.
The melamedreplied that he
was teachingBava Metziah  Reb Shmuel Minkas said, "I
Reb Shmuel Minkas askedwill tell you the reason. When
"The first Mishnah of Bava a person claims that the
Metzia repeats some of itsgarment is his, he says it with
phrases twicemnxsn ux wx m, all his heart. He really means
and then again the Mishnaht; he really wants it.
writes, mnxsn un v mn (This Therefore, the words (both
person says that he found thémes) are written in large
garment and this person sayprint. But in Hallel, when the
that he found the garment.) words are repetitious people
become tired and are
The Mishnah say$)y =« = uninspired. The second time,
“w and then agaim> v o the words aren't said with the
Y, (This one says that it is allsame enthusiasm as the first
mine, and this one says that itime around. Therefore the
is all mine.) "My question is," first set of words is written in
Reb Shmuel Minkas said inlarge letters but the second set
good humor, "in the siddur, by is written in smaller print."
Hallel, there are also some
words that are repeatedyng This problem certainly can
N ompenn ‘moNe LMy ) The occur when we sayallel for
Siddur writes the first wordseight consecutive days. We
in large print, and the secondcan lose the excitement and
words are written in smallerthe joy, and it canchalilah
print.  Why doesn’t the turn into a routine. Therefore,
Mishnah do the same? Whenve must strive to say the
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Hallel each day, with joy and Yidden daven the very same
with passion prayer each day. It is
disrespectful. Even before a

Halachah states that 0N man king, one doesn't
shouldn’t eat before daveningrepeat his V\’/OI‘dS daily. He
Shacharis There was  an .hanges his requests and his

elderly gadol who was - -
: _ praises each time he speaks to
careful with this halachah.the king. Certainly, one

This was a bit of a problemgp, 14t repeat his words
because he daveneghacharis potore the King of the world.
very late each day. He was

old and ill and it wasn't good "My second question,” the
for his health. doctor continued, "is why do

, _ _ _ you daven so late? Can't you
His family tried to convince pray earlier?"

him to maybe daven earlier orrhe elderly rav replied, "Your

to eat before davening becaUS&uestions are very good, but

he needed it for his health, buyne question is the answer to
he refused. the other one. You say that it's

One of his children went to his!MProper to repeat the same
doctor. "Maybe you can exact words each day, and |

convince our father to eat2dre€ Wwith —you entirely.
earlier?" Therefore, | try to have new

intentions every day. Although
The doctor spoke with thethe words are the same, |
elderly man, "I have two make certain that my
guestions: My first question is,meanings are deeper and
| don’t understand why different each day. Thus

4. Tosfos (Tanis 28) says that we say Hallel each day of Chanukah because
each day the miracle increased. Therefore, we should understand that we
must say Hallel with feeling and concentration each day even better than
the day before.
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Hashem, who knows people'fioliness, you don’'t realize
thoughts, receives a brand new what you have.

tefillah each day. But to do so,_ = |
| need time to prepare. It isn't! Nis is one of the reasons that

easy to pray a new IC,raye,people become less inspired

each day. Preparation take¥ith Hallel, Al HaNissimand
time. That is the reason why [With the hadlakas haneirof

daven late." Chanukah, as Chanukah goes
by. At first, they are excited

Reb Yankel Kojhelikzt'l came and inspired but as they
from Europe to live in Eretz _become more qnd more
Yisrael. He assumed that whedmmersed in its holiness, they

he comes to Eretz Yisrael hdose sight of all the goodness
would feel its immensethat they have. We should

kedushah but he was recognize that the holiness of

surprised to discover that heChanukah increases each day
actually felt more spirituality and we should continue to

in chutz le'aretz He spoke endeavor to experience its
with Rebbe Shlomke of zvhil ~ wonderful light and joy.

zt'l about this. The Rebbe of
Zvhil explained, "When one
carries water on his shoulders,The local governor summoned
it's heavy. But when he goes tthe rosh hakahol(the head of

the mikvah and is entirely the Jewish community) and
immersed under the waterjnformed him that the military

there's a lot of water on hiswas planning to build a
shoulders and but he doesn’imilitary base in their town. By

feel the weight. Because wherhe king's orders, the soldiers
one is entirely immersed inwill be billeted in the

something, he doesn’t realizéownspeople's homes. Every
what he's carrying. Now thatJewish homeowner is required
you are in Eretz Yisrael,to host a soldier for as long as
totally immerged in the the army is stationed there.

Retroactive
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The people of the town weresave a Yid from prison) and |
devastated when they heardeed ten thousand rubles to
the decree. Hosting soldiers idree him. If you give me this
costly — it's another mouth toamount, you will not need to
feed — but that wasn't thehost the soldiers in your
main problem. The primaryhomes."
issue was the influence that &he chasidim were overjoyed.
non-Jew could have on thenTen thousand rubles wasn't all
and their children while living that much money when
in their home. There weredivided among all the people
children of all ages, boys andof their town, and they were
girls, and it was frightening certain that the Rebbe's
and risky to host a promise would materialize.
non-Jewish soldier that has no

fear of Heaven. The chassidim went knocking

from door to door, collecting

The chassidim of that townthe money forpidyon shvuyim
went and told their Rebbeand for their salvation. Many
about thegezeirah The Rebbe people gave their share

asked them, "How muchreadily, however the
money are you willing to pay misnagdim of the city (who
to resolve the problem?” didn’t believe in the Rebbe)

The chassidim replied thatwere hesitant. "What will be if
they were ready to pay anywe give the money, but it
price. They considered hostingloesn’'t help, and we will
gentile soldiers a terriblenevertheless be forced to host
tragedy, which needs to behe soldiers in our home?"
avoided by all costs. The chassidim promised, "If
the tzedakahdoesn't help, we
The Rebbe told them, "I amwill return the money."
presently involved in aWih this stipulation, they
mitzvah of pidyon shvuyin{to agreed to pay their share.
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Finally, the chassidim broughtwas dated even before the

the ten thousand rubles to theichassidim spoke with their

Rebbe for pidyon shvuyim Rebbe. The money they

The Rebbe gave them hidonated was for naught,

brachos that they shouldn’'tbecause they didn't need the
need to host soldiers. yeshuaat all.

It didn’t take long before the The misnagdim came to the
local governor sent a messagghassidim and said, "We want
to the rosh hakaholthat there 5 share of the money back.
was a change of plans, and thepe money that we gave for
soldiers wouldn’t be coming t0tzedakahdidn’t save us, since
their town after all. we would have been saved
dregardless. The decree was
annulled two weeks before we
aid our share."
he chassidim disagreed. They

The governor said, "l receive
another letter from the king's
palace. It states that the arm
will not come to our town.

They will be going to another2€lieved that somehow the
town..." Rebbe'sbrachah or the merit

The chassidim rejoiced. The;Pf tzedakahset the salvation

didn't know whether the NtO motion, retroactively.
salvation came about becausgly @ din Torah would

of the Rebbe'orachah or if determine who was correct,
it was in the merit of their and they brought their debate

tzedakahfor pidyon shvuyim 1© Rebbe Shlomo Klugeet'.
— and they didn't care to Generally, adin Torahis ruled

know. The main thing Waswith mws, compromises, SO
that they were freed from the€Veryone leaves the court case
terrible decree at least somewhat satisfied.

But the misnagdim were
The misnagdimhowever asked certain that they deserve their
the governor to show them theentire share of the money
letter. They saw that the lettetback, so they said to Reb
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Shlomo Kluger that they storing it in his home, and he
wanted thedin Torah to be would sweep the floor in front
held without any compromise.of it. In this merit, his wife

and their eight
Reb Shlomo Kluger told themdaughters-in-law all gave birth

to return the next morning and[0 sextuplets

_ ) o mew mew
they would discuss it.

anx, altogether 54 children, 9 x
The next morning, Reb 6 = 54) soon afterwards.

Shlomo Kluger ruled in favor _
of the chassidim. Although the©Obviously, the pregnancy of
army's change of pIansthese women began months

occurred two weeks earlier, itbef?re- Thearon was only in
is still possible that it was due™»'s home for three months.
to the tzeddakah and the We see from this that Hashem

brachah that they had g Prepares the reward even

yeshua afterwards. Hashem,before the good deed is
who knows the future, in performed. It is set into

motion, retroactively. If the to him.
community will give the

money totzedakahand receive 1" Gemara Kesubos 67)
the Rebbe's brachah they S@yS that a poor person came

would merit receiving this ©© Rava requesting a meal.

salvation, which was prepared?@v@ asked him, "W'B'at do
already from before. you generally eat”

Reb Shlomo proved this from"Fat chicken gmman n5nan)
the following sources: and old wine."

The Gemara HRrachos 63) "Don’'t you think that it
teaches that tharon was kept improper to ask from people to
in the home ofn oy 7. give you so much?" Rava
12y honored the aron by rebuked him.
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The pauper replied, "I don’'teven before he asked for the
eat from yours. | eat fromfood, the process of his
what Hashem gives. As it isreceiving the food was set into
written, ;mi ans maer o8 55 wp motion. Therefore, it is very
nya o9oN NN omo... possible that the change of
plans that the army had was in
merit of the tzedakahand the
brachahthat ensued.

Rashi explains thatnya, in

singular — and notonya —

implies that Hashem supplies

each individual with his needs,Reb Shlomo Kluger adds that

in accordance to what he ighis idea is also stated in this
accustomed to. week's parashah Yosef was

sold to merchants who

As they were speaking Rava'§yhorted spices. Thepassuk
?lster arrlvgd. hShe hhad e_‘ ?'ﬁsays MR MM ONTY DI NEM
or Rava in her hands: atn*xw: oronn TS NY DONpRE

chicken and old wine. _Ravam,m TIN5 oo B I nND)

hadn't seen her for thirteen (37:24).

years. Rava realized that this

was a signal from heaven thaRashi writes, "Why does the

he should give the fat chickenpassuktell us what they were

and old wine to the pauper. "limporting? To teach us the

spoke to sharply to you,"reward that's given to

Rava told him, and gave himtzaddikim. Arabs generally
the food. deal withpmp va1, which have

a bad odor. But especially for

When did Rava's sister leave,ggef 4 transport obesamim
her house to go to Rava? | assed. so he wouldn't be
wasn't at the same time whe harr,ned by the fumes.”

Rava and the pauper were

speaking. But Hashem start®When did those Arabs load
the process of the salvation irtheir wagons withbesamirf? It
advance. Before the paupewas well before Yosef's
arrived at Rava's doorstep anttrothers even  considered
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selling him. But Hashem setseverything that Yosef did,
into motion the process of the Hashem gave him success."
salvation that may be needeqQashi

in the future. explains, Photifar saw

that Yosef was continuously
Hishtadlus praying. ™ -y owe  ow,

Everyone must dohishtadlus Hashem's name was always

but everyone must believe thaP" his hl!ps, andtthlts is what
it isn't his hishtadlus that 92V€ hiM constant SUCCess.

brings  the results; i,[.SYo:sef certginly trusted in
Hashem's word and bIessingrs'._I"JIShem without - doubt, _ygt
even for the greatest tzaddikim
Yosef excelled in bitachon there are always higher and
because he knew thahigher levels to reach.
everything comes from Therefore, Chazal tell us that
Hashem. As thepassuksays, Yosef erred with hisbitachon
Y NI R Sovane ms e 8 when  he  asked  the sar
oy A, "Yosef's master hamashkimto speak on his
[Photifar] saw that Hashembehalf to Paroh, to be freed

was with  Yosef, and from jail. His punishment was

5. The Baal Shem Tov zy'a was once a guest in someone's home. After
Shabbos, the Baal Shem Tov thanked his host and took out an
envelope. "Can you deliver this letter to Mr. So-and-so, who lives in
another town..."
His host agreed but he soon forgot about the letter, and it remained in a
drawer in his home for many years. Over this time, this man lost his money
and was struggling with his parnassah.
One day, he found the letter and he remembered the Baal Shem Tov's
request. He finally delivered the letter, and the receiver read it out loud
before him. The letter said, "The person handing you this letter was once
wealthy but he lost his money and is now going through a hard time.
Please help him generously." The receiver of the letter helped him out
generously. This was the Baal Shem Tov's way of repaying his host.
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that he remained in jail for punished that he would remain
another two years. another two years in prison.

As the final Rashi of the Reb Chaim of Briskzt'l asked
parashah states, "The = his student, Reb Shimon
opwnn forgot Yosef becauseShkop zt'l, "What would
Yosef put his trust in him, happen if Yosef would have
thinking that he would saidum= only once?"
remember him. Therefore, heReb Shimonn Shkop replied
needed to be imprisoned for arthat Yosef would then be in
additional two years. As it prison for only one more year.
says,mpan 1o WK 2 MWwN
oA 5% ms &5, 'Fortunate is
the man who trusts in Hashem
and he doesn't turn to the
Egyptains, who are callesh,
for help."™

Reb Chaim said, "No, he
wouldn’t be punished at all,
because a person may do
hishtadlus If Yosef
HaTzaddik would request
once, he would be redeemed
What was Yosef's error? Hefrom jail immediately. The
did some hishtadlus and he problem was that Yosef
asked the opwnsn = to requested it twice. This means
mention his plight to Paroh.that he trusted in thesar
That shouldn't be a problemhamashkim and he was
since one is obligated to dopunished for the first time he
hishtadlus said wm>r as well, and that's
why he remained in prison

The common answer is another two years.

because Yosef requested from

the sar hamashkimwice that Reb Shloime Kluger explains
he remember him. Chazathat Yosef told theopwnn =w
explain that Yosef saidthat he would be freed from
wpam.nn "Remember me... jail in three days. As the
mention me..." (40:45) and for passuksaysmns m qom 15 e
saying this word twice, he wasmya on ow by oawwn neSw
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2w Nt NN e e o S demanded to see Binyamin. To
7 % (12 — 13). Yosef had appease him, Yaakov Avinu
another three days to speakent along with his children
with the opwoen =w. Within the good fruits of Eretz
these three days, HashenYisrael. But we wonder why
could save Yosef from jail Yaakov sent onlyspn my wopn
some other way. There was nawa1, small portions? Why
rush to speak with thesar didn’'t he send more?
hamashkim immediately. His _ _
speaking immediately with the The answer is, Yaakov Avinu
sar hamashkimindicated that knew that attaining favor in

he felt that there was no othethe ruler's eyes is in Hashem's
way that he could be freedhands. As Yaakov told them (a

hamashkinin three days time. "7 18 om o3> “"Hashem

That is a lack ofbitachon  shall give you compassion in
the man's eyes..." The qgift

was merely ahishtadlus And
since the gifts were nothing
more thanhishtadlus a small
hishtadluswas also sufficient.

If Yosef would have spoken
with the opwnn = only on the
third day, it would be
hishtadlus and that is proper.
But Yosef asked two days too

early, and therefore he was Chanukah Lecht

punished with an .add'tlonalThe Midrash teaches that the

two years in prison. nation didn’t have sufficient
Yaakov said,mmm mp wyp nst merits for the sea to split by
vpn amm NS M oo pwn kriyas Yam Syf so Hashem
DTN Dand B NNl wat oy e took into account the pleasure
(11). Yaakov wanted tothat he will receive from the
appease the ruler of MitzrayimJewish nation when they will
because the ruler kept Shimosay Az Yashir in Shacharis
hostage, accused them oévery morning. In that merit
being spies, and now he the sea split.
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The Yeitav Leivzt'| writes that don't only commemorate
he is certain that the samemiracles that occurred years
thing occurred by Chanukahbefore. The miracles of
The Yidden weren't worthy of Chanuakah continue each year.
the miracles, so Hashem tookSomething that increases and
into account the immensereproduces is represented in
pleasure He will get from thethe feminine. Then at the end
Jewish nation when they will of nsun alludes to thepassuk

light Chanukahlecht And in Pt a5 N
that merit Hashem performed
all the miracles. Don’t Rehash the Past

This is the meaning of theAccording to the Ramban,
brachah owa wman oow mepw Yaakov Avinu never found out
mn i onn, the miracles that the brothers sold Yosef
happened in those daysinto slavery to Mitzrayim. He
because of the good deeds thditeard that Yosef was alive, he
we do today. met him in Mitzrayim and he
_ never asked how he ended up
The holy sefarim teach that paing there. (Rashi disagrees,
when one lights Chanukafy,ecqse Rashi omoy ua e
lecht his home becomes like &a5ches that Yaakov Avinu
Beis HaMikdash, and he iSyhe\, that Yosef was sold.
like the Cohen Gadallighting However, according to the
the Menorah. Ramban, Yaakov Avinu was

The Kav HaYashar says that never told.)

malachim come to the home
when we light Chanukatecht Yaakov never asked, because

what difference would it
moun, with the 'n at the end is make? The past is gone; why
in feminine form. The Ben Ishshould we focus on what
Chai zt'| teaches that this ishappened years before? What
because on Chanukah we good can come out of it?
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The Chazon Islet'l once said mp». Tell her not to rehash
to his sister, "Don’'t open thethe past. She should go on
door for anyone." with her life and ignore what

_ happened.”
Soon, a girl knocked on theThis counsel saved her life.

Chazon Ish's door. "Dontghe eyentually married and
open the door for her” they s 5 jewish home in the
Chazon Ish repeated. way of the Torah.

But the girl kept on knocking, oass 1y
and soon she was pounding on ’
the door. The Chazon Ish'sYavan is represented by the
sister (who was the Steipler'deopard, = (see Daniel 7:6)
Rebbetzin) said, "If we don’t which is known for its oy,
let her in, she'll be insidebrazenness and chutzpah.
anyway because she'll breakndeed, when we study the
down the door." methods that Yavan used to
The Chazon Ish said, "Tell herbelittle and destroy the Jewish
to speak with Reb Wolf," who nation, we see that they
was in charge of the Beisadapted this attitude o&zus
Yaakov schools in Bnei Brak. They were conquered and
overcome by the
A half-hour later, Reb Wolf chashmonaim because they

came to the Chazon 'ST anqised holy chutzpah, as it says,
told him the girl's story. "She .., w W, be brazen like a

comes from a religious homeyeopard to serve Hashem. In

but she served in the army anghis manner they overcame the
she transgressed grave sins. mighty Greek army.

She's so depressed, she's ready

to commit suicide..." A leopard isn't particularly
The Chazon Ish said, "Tell herstrong but it has chutzpah and
that thinking about past sins iss prepared to act, even against
more severe than the sin itselfthose who are stronger than
as Chazal sayywp mvap v him. With Yavan's chutzpah
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they wanted to cause thegematriya shalom because it
Jewish nation to feel lowly represents making peace with
and that they don’t have athe yetzer hara Man sees that

portion in Judaism. Theythe yetzer hara is stronger

decreed, "Write on the ox'sthan him, so he makes peace
horn that you don’'t have aand gives in. Hashem desires
portion with the G-d of those people who put up a
Yisrael." The Maharal explainsfight and are willing to go

that they had them write thoseagainst all odds to vanquish
horrific words on the ox's the yetzer hara

horn, because they wanted tQy
remind the Jewish nation of
the golden calf they created
With their chutzpah, they were
saying, "Didn't you make a

hen -aw» nwx grabbed onto
Yosef's clothing, Yosef could
have grabbed it out of her
hands. Had he done that, she

wouldn’t have any evidence to
2 : ) .
golden calf? And don't you claim that Yosef came to sin.

have many other sins? So thNhy didn't he do that? The

goe)(/;?alllpco\;lvsr:dezgour(;sj lvti?ms(cl‘-?amban Writes x> mas 7asb
P ' y y Svmn o e Newrd e, UIn

you still have a connectlonhonor of his mistress, he

with Hashem? didn’t want to pull it out of
The Chashmona'im foughther hands with his great
back with theirmiy — a holy strength." How muchmiddos
chutzpah —=m> 1 wn. With tovoscan we learn from this!
their azus they were preparedYosef continued to respect his
to take their army of twelve mistress even at this time.
people and wage war againséut

the Greek . d th there is another
€ freek empire an eyexplanation: Yosef didn’t want

won, and restored the glory %o remain at the scene of the

the Jewish nation. test for another second. He
Hashem desires those types akalized that grabbing his shirt
brazen fights. Eisav iswould take another moment.
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Yosef chose to let her keep thef this test. That also didn’t
garment and ran out. This isstop him from salvaging
an example of mnpr nuy, whatever he could, and he ran
when one doesn't takeaway from sin. This isazus
anything into considerationto be brazen and prepared to
other than Hashem's will. do whatever needs to be done,
for Hashem's service and this
Rashi writes, "jowo rwx] is the attitude that wins over

intended leshem shamayim the Yevanim.

She saw in the stars, that she )

. . . There is no one Greater than
is destined to have children Me

with Yosef, onl)_/ she didn't In this week's parashah the
know whether it would be

Torah tells us that on a day
througga:;r:teler (:t)’gr.cl)l)Jgh herWhen no one was homewsnm

2 "[The wife of Photiphar]

grabbed onto Yosef's clothes"

that if she knew it then Yosef(gg:lz) and tried to _seduce.
a2 also means rebellion. We

certainly knew it too. This : :
can explain that she tried to
means, that Yosef foresaw .
) convince Yosef that he was
that he would have children

with =sws men (or with her rebellious to Hashem. If Yosef

would have believed her
daughter). In other words, ) : :
onsider himself a sinner, he
Yosef could have understoo , .
: . _wouldn’'t be very distant from
from this that he would sin. .
. . .. sin. Because when a person
He perceived it but he didn’t : : :
: . ._considers himself virtuous and
allow it to cause him to give . :
) holy he will be cautious from
up. He strove to win all

battles with theyetzer hara sin but when one sees himself

a sinner, he is liable of
Furthermore, on thepassuk committing more sins
» oy wen, Chazal tell us that '
that an impurity went throughRashi writes, "When Yosef
Yosef's fingertips at the timesaw that he was ruling [in

The Divrei Shmuekzt'| teaches
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Photiphar's home] he began tgreat we are and then we will
eat and drink and to curl his be more distant from sin.

hair. HaKadosh Baruch Hu
said, '"Your father is mourning

for you and you are curling _
that he doesn’t have a portion

your hair?! | will incite the ™ _
bear against you [referring toW|th the G-d of Yisrael,chas

the test of Photiphar's wife] VEShalom Their goal was to
(39:6). Photiphar's Wwife cause the Yidden to feel

lowly, which is a step before

The Yevanim required every
Yid to write on his ox's horns

grabbed onto such faults in~ ™" ) !
Yosef's behavior, and tried to>""MN9 and falling into the

convince him that he was not/€iZér hara's trap. We can
very special anyway so hecOmbat the inferiority complex
may as well sin with the awareness of how

special we truly really are.
What did Yosef do? HeThe Sfas Emes writes

proclaimed mn m3 5 WN echanukah is mostly for the
ww, "There is no one greaterohalashim and  for  the
thar_1 me in this household"peinanim (for the people who
(39:9). The holy sefarim 5r0 weak [spiritually] and for
explain that Yosef was reallyie mediocre people).”

saying, " | am the greatesichanykah elevates them, and
person in the world. There iSiaminds them of just how

no one grea_ter than me. I. aMhrecious they are before
extremely distant from sin." Hashem.

And with these encouraging
words he was safeguardedPeople often use cotton wicks
from sin. for the Chanukah lecht
Cotton, in Yiddish, is vatte.
This is a tactic that we shouldVatte can also mean far away.
also use when thgetzer hara The Chanukahlecht is for
approaches us. We campeople who arevayt (distant).
convince ourselves of howlt encourages them, elevates
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them, and brings them backRebbe wanted to save Yossi.
to Hashenr. What did he do? The Gemara
tells us that Rebbe gave Yossi
:;gr?onci)nrj i?&giid(c;ﬂi :écrtggsmichah(rabbinic ordination).
He called himReb Yoss$iAnd

of the alef be|s_and_learn_ed appointed Reb Shimon ben
wondrous remazim (hints) in . N
Issi (who was Reb Yossi's

them. (They are printed at the . .

beginning of his sefer, Or uncle) to be his prlvat.e tutor.
Zarua) He explains the three EVETY day, Reb Yossi would
letters, - » — v based on the S&Y that he wants to leave and

Gemara Bava Metzia85.). return to his old ways, but Reb

The Gemara says that Rebpehimon ben Issi would tell

(Reb Yehudah HaNasi) camdlim, "You were made into a

to the town where Reb Elazachacham we call you 'Reb

the son of Reb Shimon barY0ssi,’ you wear the golden

Yochai used to live andcloak of scholars and you want

inquired whether any of Reb to leave?"

Elazar's children were still

living there. He learned of oneReb Yossi was persuaded. He

son, Yossi, who was steepedvould respond, "I swear, |
in sins. won't ask to leave again."

6. The Chasam Sofer zt'| teaches that the uniqueness of Chanukah is that
it occurred after omwin Y5 xnv, all the oils were contaminated. This
indicates the Jewish people's low level. Even at that time, great miracles
occurred for them.
After Yaakov was smitten in his thigh by the malach, the Torah says, nam
1P Yy YN KIM YNID NN M2y TwRD wnwi 1Y, "the sun shone for him... and he
was limping on his thigh" (Bereishis 32:32). In these words is the message:
"Even those people who are limping — spiritually — the light of Chanukah
will shine for them and will give them support. 15 nam, represents the 1"y
candles that we light on Chanukah.
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In the end, Reb Yossi becaméaryei rebbe(call him rebbe).

a great scholar. He reache&ive him honor, call him

his father's level in Torah andrebbe, let him believe that he
in righteousness. is special and then he will

become special.
What brought about the

change? That Reb Yossi Bitachon

believed in himself and sawfish usually pursue their prey

himself a rabbi. This turnedfrom the back. If we were to

his life around. He viewed gpen a fish's belly and see the

himself as being special, ansmall fish inside, we would
he grew into that role.  expect to find the small fish

The Or Zarua writes that this the direction of which thgy
were swallowed. (Tails

is the meaning of the three . .
letters tzadi, kuf, reish. TzaditOWarOIS the ta”.)' But tha.t 'S
not what we find. We find

means empty (sedJnkulos : .

" that the fish are in the
on tahu vevahu, "tzadya " :

. " e position of head first. How

vereikanya") [Bereishis1:2]. :

: did that happen?
When a person is empty,
without good deeds, theThe Ostrofser Rebbezy'a
counsel is kuf reish. Kuf explained that the fish's eyes
reish are roshei teivos for are always open, so the fish

7. After the Yidden committed the sin of the Eigel, Moshe Rabbeinu
prayed for them for forty days, asking Hashem to save them and
forgive them. Moshe Rabbeinu said, axa »on naxr », "I was afraid of
[Hashem's] wrath" (Devarim 9:19).
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zy'a translated this passuk differently. He said,
Moshe Rabbeinu was saying, "I was afraid of the nose (x)." Moshe was
afraid that the Jewish people's noses may turn downward because of their
shame and disgrace, as a result of their sin. They may feel lowly and
distant from Hashem. That is the worst scenario, because that attitude can
lead to sin.
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thinks that he can protect itsWe see this happening with
head against predators angarnassah We make attempts
large fish. He is only worried to earn parnassahbut in the

for his tail, which is behind end theparnassaloften comes
him. To protect its tail the fish from an entirely different

relies on Hashem — and that'§enye than we originally

why its tail is actually the pianned. It's always for the
most protected. good. Fish are swallowed head

The bigger fish chases aftefir'St. because if it were
the smaller fish and seeks t$wallowed tail first, the scales
swallow the tail but it can't; of the smaller fish would
the tail is protected. In the lastbecome stuck in the larger
moment, the smaller fish turndfish's throat. Similarly, always,
around and the larger fishparnassah comes in the
swallows it head first. manner that is best for us.
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