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NISSAN: LIVING THE MONTH
A SPRING OF FAITH

The First Month: The First Mitzvah

Rabbi Yosef Y. Ettlinger
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Hashem Yisborach blessed me with the special zechus of growing up in the home of one of the

Hl

greatest tzaddikim of our times, Rav Shimon Schwab zt

86 years ago, on Shabbos HaChodesh, Parshas Vayakhel-Pekudei, Sat, 28/29 March 1930 =
29th of Adar, 5690 x"n 7782 v"3, 22 year old Shimon Schwab a talmid of the Mirrer Yeshiva
visited with the venerable Chofetz Chaim en route from Mir to his home town Frankfurt
Germany. The visit made an indelible impression on him, and he would refer to the encounter
often throughout his life.

“On Friday night —it was Rosh Chodesh Nissan- the Chofetz Chaim said, “the Chachomim,
taught that the Geula, was in the month of Nissan and the future Geula will also be in
Nissan. It is now Nissan, and the Geula may well be this very month.”

He was sitting in his own room with his cap over his eyes. There were 60 - 70 people in
the room, yet he talked in a loud voice as though he were addressing an auditorium of
several thousand people. In fact, | had the feeling that he was speaking to the entire
world.

He said, “How do you deal with the possibility of Moshiach coming: maybe he is coming
this very month maybe he is not coming? Al pi din, objectively speaking , it’s doubt of
equal possibilities...” Are we ready?”

So what is our Avoda during Chodesh Nissan?
NN7V X121 XNMINA N 72N0X X7V N"I7 X1 TIT( x ,xop 2"n) NAINN NIT

So if we are to know how to live Nissan we must look into the Torah, from hora’ah and
attempt to draw the appropriate inspiration.

After 210 years of torment, pain, suffering, and trauma, followed by nine debilitating Makkos
which wreaked havoc on all of Egypt, Hashem Yisborach speaks to Moshe Rabbeinu and
instructs him to command the Jewish people that the purpose for the impending
emancipation; a life of Torah and Mitzvah observance NX HT2YA D'¥AN DYN NX AX'XIN2
NTD NN 7V 0-0"7X0D is to begin immediately, more than two months before they will stand
united at the foot of Har Sinai and accept the Torah.

This ordinance is so significant and central to the essence of Klal Yisrael, that the very first
Rashi in Chumash teaches us that it would have been fitting to begin the Torah with this first

Mitzvah the Jews received in Mitzraim,
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but Hashem had many reasons for beginning with Bereishis.

| However, on face value, this mitzvah may not appear to us to be so central to our present

3 existence. But this cannot be.

What indeed is this mitzvah?
D NIYD 'YTNY D7 NIN [IYKY D'YTN WK D7 TR WTND 2

In times of yore, the Sanhedrin accepted testimony from two witnesses who observed the new
moon and “accordingly” called for Rosh Chodesh. Some months ended up being 29 days,
some were 30 and the Yomim Tovim followed accordingly.

This practice continued for 1671 years from 2448 until 4119. Hillel Hanassi instituted the fixed
calendar — 1657 years ago - or 289 years after the Churban Bayis Sheni in year 359, because
of the oppressive rise of the Church’s power which threatened the Jewish existence in Eretz
Yisrael',

Indeed this notion is fascinating. While Shabbos comes automatically; Yom Tov and all if its
spiritual power, its mitzvos and aveiros are initiated On High through the calling of the human
Beis Din in Yerushalayim. Hashem is mekadesh Shabbos V’yisrael. Yisrael is mekadesh Yom Tov.
Hence we conclude the bracha in Yom Tov shmone esrei and Kiddush- mekadesh Yisrael
Vehazemanim.

But that explains the timeless significance of Chodesh. What about the fact that Nissan is to be
the Rishon HaChodashim? What difference does that make to us, especially in lieu of the fact
that we count our years from Tishrei, the seventh month?

It is true that Chasam Sofer was makpid to try not to refer to January as 01 so as not to
transgress the concept of Hachodesh Hazaeh Lachem Rishon Hu, that we should count 1, 2, 3
from Yetzias Mitzraim, just as we say Yom Rishon and Yom Sheni to remember Shabbos —

In terms of the first civic month, there’s no astronomical reason to celebrate New Year’s Day
on January 1. Instead, the modern New Year’s celebration stems from the ancient, two-faced,
Roman getchge J-a-n-u-s — for whom the month of January is also named — as well as the
circumcision day of yushke — certainly a repulsive exercise for Bnei Keil Chai - but we do not
find this as an iron-clad Halacha in Shulchan Aruch.

.(NINa oW MY 2" DXNA ' 0" anN) Ta7 78W YINal TA7 21man T N XIR 07107 DNIK QWY R IT Dk 7ant
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Even Ramban who makes reference to such a concept to counting our months from Yetzias
Mitzraim, seems to suggest that from the time we entered Bavel, we began using the names of
Nissan, lyyar etc which are Kasdei names in order to recognize that Hashem took us out of the
Galus Bavel and will ultimately redeem us like He did from Mitzraim.

MIYnN "WTNY? 027 NN [iWK is of little significance. But this cannot be.

One of the thirteen principles of faith is:

W 77207 KM2T DR DR G710 XN X?1 N92Mn RN KXY 79700 DRTY 7290 7319K2 1ARMA V1IN
The Torah is timeless and has a timeless directive and message for every generation.

Hence, every thinking Jew must ask him/herself:

“What practical lesson in our Avodas Hashem can we draw from this injunction that we view
Nissan as the first of our months?”

In fact, at first glance, the injunction might seem a little odd.

Bnei Eisav, Edom, the Roman Empire; Europe, Russia, US, the Western World follow the solar
calendar.

Quite fascinatingly, the solar year is 365 days; 7X49 plus 22 (12+10).

The message: the existence of the entire universe, is so that the twelve shevatim should fulfill
the asseres hadibros

PTPNY 210 MIPONT ,PITYT NYT OND 22AR7 100 PYIIY NDYV OND 17OV 10D 1IN 120 T2 PN
POV ADINT PINT YAV PYIY Y2V 51R7 ,PINT YIY PYIIY YIY  RDDDT RYNY OND M o) Y2V
- RDDYT 53D MY N7APY 229 MONT, NNDY NIPNRD

NOWOT POTY NOT MY DPRNN INAN NOIYT ,NONVNT NN 275 92RY , NP 275 N70WN NNHYN
INDT 20T NYIT ONDR Nb:wb MPNR PINH PRV N7OY PN m":nwu 721 DIPION IN22Y NN
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Bnei Yishmael, however, follow the lunar calendar roughly 354 days (12X29.5) 11 days shorter
than the solar year. Their months are completely independent from the solar seasons, so
Ramadan, the ninth Islamic month can fall out in any season.

NIDIT NINDOY NP NIV NIT OND 222PY )0 PYIAY NNYV OND PR 77V N0 MY LTI Pia
ND OINDT PYIY 10D PIRY MY mm? PR DN NINDYN ,PRZY PN PIIY 070D, PITIN
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7X49 + 12.

| The Jewish calendar however, bridges the lunar and solar calendar. Our months are governed

5 by the moon, and indeed we are compared to the waxing and waning moon’, but we must
synchronize our months with the solar seasons; Pesach is to be celebrated in the Chodesh
Ha’aviv, the spring month —

2 D 2NN YUTN TYING N4y TWXD NiXN 7287 D! NYAY MNYR NIXAD a0 DX 10 A" Niny
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thus requiring leap years every few years.
- Parenthetically, the concept of Jewish bridging reflects itself in the way we write as well.
The Western World writes from left to right.
Yishmael writes from right to left.
Yet, we Jews write our letters from left to right and our words from right to left.

Our role in world history is to synthesize the unbridled chessed (R, E) of Yishmael and
unbridled (L, W) gevurah of Eisav into a balanced Tiferes of Yaakov; to bring the world back to
a state where the human being reflects a degree of perfection of the Borei Olam, becoming a
Merkava Lashechina.

N7, NN 20 7Y 7Y DINA 21NN 20 WXL TY 120 N2 YW DY 3ind M X9 9YK) A7 DT, (0K A9 TYYN 1A NNg’
SK7, 700 K .0INN 00 W) T N'WRL(2MIT NINUK IYYT 200 K0T

Y21 ,N2INQ K27 'NANT HI'XD ,NT DY NT |'N'AN [INT, [iN272 2" DN N71,070 ['YRY 2T ,'T0 KA [HI'N "INT ,X2ND XYY DN N7X
- NT7 NT N79777

0N7 WNNXT ,NYNY 7Y T2, NIN'0'7H XYNYT NN 12 KYTHR N2 TIT,[7'T XKRINAT T2 KINTA 21,840 72 ,N020 KT KT A7
CTIRONTRIN MR [INNT TYL'9'RR 1200 [IN'2Y 1 APYIT NIQAY, ['T NR7Y2 DRy N0 W T IWYT Np'HY

CAPYIT NRY MI7Y LT KDY KID'07 KUY ANUII'T LRI 7R KYTIR 0 RY2 ,QPYIT NRIX 23 ,K10'0 7Y NNKT K120 KIND|
'oynt 7,17 XNy 7aX NPT DD NTIAY 72 7Y in7 NRYIYH S TINT K77 KX, 2PYT DR R'Y2 NN 1NN R RY TR K
- MINT QYT 1217 ,KD1722 "TAYRYN| ANYY DX

HAK NN 21 ,RIN M2 RYTHR [IN7 MY I1YY7 NINMKG L KIQAHY [ININ 70IDKT 7V RN N2 RYTIPT A NYINK YT NRIK DK T
NNVAD ANIX 7Y M7 ;0192 7Y 12MPD 72 9 NIRIKD 72 7Y DINT KRYYY D7 DRYTYYT DKW KIX KT [T NRYT NIQ'HY [Ry2
N!0 DX 'AYY'N 2 WY NIRIND 72 7Y DINKX 0'7YUNT "2Y1 200 DY D7 NNT "Y1 KNTMIND 1PQYNKR] ,NN9D 2P0, 12 2 IRY
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Where

(> N3 ©727) 70 N PYY KIPI P-1-P- DY XD MY 92 187

And in truth, we will ultimately accomplish this hallowed and exciting mandate, when
(0 N PYYY) .DYDIN O DI P-1-P-) NN NYT NIND NNDN 2D OYUTR D D22 15NY? NI WP N

TN NP2 MINKD 00 N DN NNTED DN JX D¥N DIYIPH DIN DN AN KIND 0PI M)
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And while we do not foolishly attempt to calculate when Moshiach will come,

IND X2IN) TV 7292 DR) DY ¥D) 7292 DPI DY NIV DWW d1P0) ROV 12T, NMOWN PNP DXIAVWNNY DN DOV N7IPN DN
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And on the contrary, when Chabakuk painfully complained to Hashem that crime seems to pay
and the end is nowhere in sight,

(N PIPAN) 90N PITS YY) ¥922 vOINH DXTIHA VXN NN 2N ND DNy DX 1VIAN) Y NN DY NNV
O

And when Chabakuk demanded an answer

(N :2 PIpan) HPRNDIM DY YN NNI 22 92T NN NINTDY NIXNY NN DY NIANININY NTHYN YNINYN DY

Hashem responded

2327 N2Y X2 N92) TYIN2 1N TIY 23 21 12 XVP NI WNY NINID JY INDY NN 2N NN P12 0¥ 2
PINNY ND NI N2 D)7 DN PNNHND? DN

The script will take painful time to pan out, but the glorious end is destined.

991 DY NIDY. TAN 1Y 1 1) IR MY PRI TAN RINY 1D 1T DDA 12TY THPNNNRN NN DNY PRY MNIND DIV, 4HNR /1 190 } I

(7)) 10215591
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- Nonetheless, we open our eyes to earth shattering world events where Islamic terror grips the
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And thus, in a letter to HaRav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, HaRav Elchonon Wasserman zt”| Hy”d
cautions that although the footsteps may be heard louder and louder, we will not know when
the Moshiach arrives until he actually does so. What we can do is to be Mechake Lo--not only
believe that he will come--but also await him and do Teshuva to be able to greet him.

Western World with fright and fear, we observe the momentous movement in this exciting
direction.

You see, in the pageantry of Egypt when man offered offerings to placate the warring getchges
to try to attain his or his wishes, there is no notion of a perfect world for the living.

Only in monotheism, the belief that One Perfect G-d created the universe must deal with the
phenomenon that the world as we know it today is far from perfect. A perfected State of
existence is inevitable. Thus the three monotheistic religions; Judaism, Yushkeism, and Islam
all believe in their own version of Moshiach.

Our Neviim speak of Moshiach Ben Dovid. Yushkeism claim the second coming and Islam
believes in the mahdi

In Islamic eschatology, the Mahdi mahdr "guided one") is the prophesied redeemer of Islam
who will rule for five, seven, nine, or nineteen years (according to differing interpretations)
before the Day of Judgment (yawm al-qiyamabh / literally, the Day of Resurrection) and will rid
the world of evil. Shiah (Suadi Arabia) and Sunni (Iran) Muslims argue as to whether their
mahdi was born and is hiding or has not been born yet and they are killing each other over this
dispute. They are killing each other in bloodbaths over who was the legitimate interpreter of
mohamad’s teachings and who will be the only sect of Islam that will be deemed pure at the end
of time, while the other 72 sects will ostensibly become gehinom fire according to the “prophet”.

The entire world is shaking, waging war over the Har Habayis.

The Yushkis are trying to missionize the Jews to Yushkeism. While the Presbyterians are trying
to boycott Israel, The evalingicals are supporting Nefesh B’Nefesh, Magen David Adom, and
tens of other shocking organizations — because they believe that before Yushke comes again,
the Jews have to be back on their homeland. Islam wants to rid the world of infidels before
the end of time. Yushkis are also a little confused about what will be in their version...

What is going on?
Why is Islamic terror lifting its ugly head in ways we never experienced before?

Why is the Vatican one of the biggest financial powers on earth?
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Let us look at what the Rambam tells us.
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We do not comprehend the workings of Hashem,

©NIN 9V 733 Y0 033 22 NOND 7Y MONIH IN NPT NI PTY) DIVR T3] ¥ PYY OX
(:n n7np) LODORY

but this is all part of Hashem’s plan to get the entire world to appreciate the Mashiach
Hashem

Let us now return to the lunar months.
MNXD D700 NI DMWY Y D7D NMYY DAY AR D'9XI N0 NNEYI AT '

WY DNl DY NIYY 1" 2790 Mnine nitr 2™ 10 ni7n 2™ onl onnwy 1 01950 N7
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There are 12 months to a year. 12 hours in the day 12 hours at night.
STNXN DI 72 012 N7 KR QYN DIt IRG 00X K740 IR N'WRND

Just as Shabbos and Yom Tov begin at night,
ORI 2] PIRT) 2T 190 WYa o IR i 2y

yet our Halachic hours are figured from sunrise to sunset divided by twelve, so too our years
begin in Tishrei WXY 0P PO PYyN NoNN 01N NY when the moon begins to rule and our
months begin at Nissan when the sun begins to rule.

What an enigmal!
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But we must ask ourselves, what is the message for us that Nissan is the rosh chadashim.
Should it not be the rosh chadashim for eisav who presently represents the sun and lives by
the solar calendar?

In fact, every 28 years when the sun and earth are aligned in the very position they were
g aligned at brias ha’olam which configures in Nissan, we recite birchas hachama? Wouldn’t it be
more appropriate for Nissan to be Rosh lechodshei hashana for eisav?

We insinuated before that eisav’s months in fact are arbitrary, they just divide 365/12. Months
refers to the moon. We have months which must be aligned with the seasons.

Let us begin.

1997 ND 1Y) NIVY NN 2T DAT7 7Y 12T DNIR DN D9V NXI DINX 72'72K DIN AN X NN 1IN
(7wa) TNNX 73 MO

NINY DXAVIN PNV QN WIAD N8I, M NIYY DR J199) ,099971 DD NN DY PRNN D210 277 THD DXVIAY 27 %D
NINY 1OV DD, TAND GWAN ON TUN YPI2 910D NNYIT DX0AWN 1 THN DI MY M99 DY D) 070 DN PN INN
212> 7P o0 PN QOYT R PR ITT,DIVY NN D10 TN PRT IID PR DAN 11D DTAND DOY NOVY P

(02050 'NaY) : DNIX NIND DIWIN GPON DY MIND

After Yaakov passes on, the brothers are frightened that Yosef will kill them in revenge. Yosef
pacifies them ant tells them that while he is king and can theoretically take revenge, the
shivtei kah cannot be killed. (Hashem will have to take revenge a t a later time in history by
taking the lives of the assara harugei malchus as we say in the Yom Kippur piyut of Eileh
Ezkara

MM DPNN TYN 0NN MN D)
ININD DINYNY? NNINY

INNN) DY) TYD

D2y DY PT VAR DNN)

D22 N¥RI NI DR D

D297 D)T XN DN P7) ON)
DXMIAN )Y INYR ONX)

12 mazalos knegged 12 shevatim 12 months. The shevatim, mazalos, and lunar months are
hardwired into the basic building blocks of the universe.
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It follows, that each month one is more able to tap into characteristics of a certain shevet.

If so, let us look at Nissan and attempt analyze some information that the Torah shares with us
regarding the Shivtei Kah and try to see if we could match up Nissan with a particular shevet
and from there we can hopefully draw a practical and meaningful avoda for us to try to
achieve during this special month.

XD MoV 1NN Hashem Yisborach blankets the earth with a rolling fleece-like carpet of snow.
The tree buds lie dormant all winter huddling and protecting themselves from the cold and

darkness. 101 XINY 12197. The rain falls drip drop.

And beneath the dark damp surface something grand is happening. Amazingly, scientists still don’t
fully understand what all happens inside of a seed as it comes to life. But as the dormant seed soaks up water,
its food stored inside begins to be converted into energy in the form of enzymes. These enzymes start the
process of sending out roots and sprouting the first parts of the plant. Exactly how all this works is still a bit of
a mystery.

Sure, while the seed and buds officially lie dormant, an amazing metamorphism is beginning to
take place, but all of the change is within its confined dark world. The frames of reference for
growth and development reflect the limited perception of subterranean organisms. Who
could dream of an environment where light shines, empowers, invigorates and guides, not to
mention a world order when

"2 DX "7 WA ot ,0omT DY IR 2 nyaw i mand IR g IRD m2pa IR i "k v
?(2:3 "DN%1) 7°9122 RV MRTX WHY MY XY 037 AN and "X Ingn ymd ,iny

And then suddenly, NIX Y17 1213 W'w' in9onn XY' NN XN, the sun marches forward
shining bright and strong. wyan 7y wnvw N van  The solar energy, the sun’s radiant light and
heat gently pierces through the hardened wood and seemingly impenetrable rugged ground.

The trees burst forth in colorful song. XIXN 55795 YW The earth leaps forth joyfully spreading
out its sprawling green carpet. 130N 0N NXNNNAD.

Spring has arrived.

Plant life suddenly bursts forth from beneath the earth into a completely different strata. The
enduring confining limitations of the subterranean life and gloomy existence trapped in the
narrow hardened tree-branch dissipate almost momentarily. Defying the forces of gravity, new
frames of reference for growth and development in an enlightened world usher the young
buds into their new home.
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Spring has arrived”.
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And thus,
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¥

Between the end of Parshas Mikeitz and the Beginning of Parshas Vayigash, we find a most
fascinating and empowering phenomenon. Let us open our hearts to the penetrating Divine
words of these Pesukim and let the drama speak for itself.

Yehuda
WWN 03 101X 03 ’;’7&’2 0°72Y 137 7272V ﬁ;z nY XY a*n‘bz_ga PT0X3 721 7271 7R u"m’? AR a7 1?;&"1

Y DANY TV 7 WA R TR P03 K3 W WK INT Divyn % a270 N o {2 w0230 xem
: 02°2K X% oivwh

AN nwap

DTIVI93 T2 0D TTWR IIN W OX) OIIX ONXRD 127 TTW ORI 13T IR 2 MN AP VIR waIng ]
NR PIINY T9R DU3RT T2) 12T 2N M7 W) OITY 0K NI 5 {0 N 28 097 W2 KT TP DY ORY IR} v
K9 178 98 NN} 23: {09y 1Y MR 9N AT TP N Ny w3: {208 1IN TN 1737 8n
700N X7 DAN TUpd OMX TV X7 OX TTY 28 MM} 550 {Ma) IR DY Y PIX DY Y7 W7 00
D 9IR LYR N7 MY W AN MR 700 PITX 12T IR 12 TAN I T7Y 98 7Y 02 M) 7o {32 NiRYY
SRR APR VRT IPINY TORT 019 NIRT? 2231 KD 02 177 UK JORT 10X ¥ O D717 201 KD N} 194
XY 70 Y TN 2R PR TONG R 20 YN D TT9) DY 02 DOYT) DN WK "IN T7IY MR 13
2% X33 YY) 2 {APRY Y72 "W DY 0RTIIM 108 311R) 12 QYR N DY 03 DORRPY) wa: {MT TV PN

4Additiona|ly, Yitzchak was born in Nissan.
X1 D'AN DNNAX 7X 10N} 2 {DRVZA Nia NP 781 DRAXN WX 7N 10D P-1-p-! 'YEan TY 9T N WYY X
(X"1 ") HANATRINIAXI IDKY TOX D DR77iND MY

N ONIPI N2 NIAPN THN ,ONNX PN )3 D227 OWIN TN THY TN 7PN XINY 11D, 8%AX DH9AN YN 1\:’:m|
YIALN TNV DIN DNN 1D ,YA0N T DN DTN NYIVA NIPY NPNY MINT NN NIV D BIYIINH NIY DN 1VaN

TON 7P ONNNAN DDIAY PINIPY TIVA PHANIP TAN 3, YION T 1Y 7Y ,MINIRND IX 07190 1DVYNY RI/N
DY YN DN INAINY 1NI9ANY D7D, NN KD IYUN TAN NPNY YAV N D) ,0DIY ONONA PNHINRND 02y

(Payn N2 ©a97) (INAINY R7IYY 0 TN DN INIIINY X7IYYW ONN NNNND 0229
Your entire existence defies the natural order! — Nissan! The natural order will not impede your development!
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All was lost, Yaakov Avinu is losing Binyamin and the world will come to an end. Yehuda and
his brothers have readied themselves to submit to the impending apocalyptic event.

Suddenly, Yehuda girds himself with an other-worldly majestic sense of purpose, commitment,
fortitude, power, and might. He instantly revitalizes the world as he takes charge. G-d
responds by almost immediately rewarding his leap of faith and dispels the darkness of galus.
Bnei Yaakov experience Geula.

Spring has come.
Tamar
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Peretz
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Shevet Yehuda: Nachson
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Nissan and Yehuda! Burst forth! Don’t let your old-self limit your leap of faith into a new
unimaginable strata. Sure to keep it we will need sustained growth in lyar and Sivan, but
Nissan is when we redefine who we are. We can enter a space shuttle and blow ourselves over
the constellations and slaughter it.

This notion is the cornerstone of Jewish living.
MWD 'YUTNY D27 NI UKD
So as we overcame our challenges and handicaps in Adar,

y'winn 7xn ,0nMx Dn R my? vaoan ,'n AnX JNa yet we were still living with the
challenges of our handicaps
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we can catapult ourselves to new unimaginable horizons in Nissan and march with our
forefathers out of Egypt.
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Let each and every one of us take a leap of faith this month; faith in ourselves and faith in
Hashem, and jump for something beyond our present frame of reference and daven that we
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be able to keep that newfound greatness through subsequent sustained growth and may we
merit experiencing

NONI OV DN NP .

So as the sunlight begins to pierce through the darkness and illuminate the night through the
new moon’s reflection this Friday Night, we will escort our souls out to the rolling green
meadows.

N7271 NAW 19 N7 NIRRT NTwD KY) 'TiT Nd7 come my Neshama, let us walk out to the fields away
from the confusion in the street. | am ready to join you. Let us meet Shabbos..The great
Shabbos Hagadol. For when we call to our Neshama and come in touch with her heartbeats
we suddenly experience the NON) w9 YN N29p . We will then raise our eyes and behold the
gazelle jumping, leaping across the rolling aromatic hills
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3

Run my Neshama, run away from the self-limiting predefinitions of yourself. Throw
away your name calling. Dream big. Leap far.

Run fast away from your false impressions of yourself which stymie your growth
and leap forward. Spring forward over the mountains amidst the wafting fragrance
of Neshamos elevating themselves like the Ketores in the Mikdash; for nothing will
pull you down.

| am a new person.

NON) YW YN NP .
7827 |*T'My [0nAl
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