HASHGACHAH PRATIT
~ DIVINE PROVIDENCE I ~

The Nature and Dynamics of Hashgachah Pratit

ashgachah Pratit, or Divine Providence, is one of those principles that people tend
H to either believe in entirely or not at all. Some feel that every single little episode
in life has meaning, because God ordained it, while others claim that there is no such
thing as Providence, and therefore everything is random.

Judaism affirms the belief in Divine Providence. In fact, it counts amongst its
fundamentals of faith the belief in God’s omniscience (that He knows everything)
and that He rewards and punishes us based on our actions. But the Jewish concept
of Hashgacha Pratit is anything but simplistic. In other words, we cannot know

for certain why any particular thing happens to any particular person, but we can
attempt to understand the general principles by which God runs the world. Divine
Providence is one of the precepts that can help us make sense of the world, although
it is not the only one. This class by its very nature intersects with many other topics
covered in the Morasha Syllabus, such as Free Will, Teshuva (repentance), Toward
Understanding Suffering & Adversity, Taking Responsibility (Sechar V'Onesh — Reward
and Punishment), and The World to Come. We therefore refer both teachers and
students to these other classes to gain a fuller picture of God’s Master Plan.

Two Morasha shiurim address Hashgachah. This first class investigates the nature of
Divine Providence and how it applies both generally to the cosmos and specifically
to mankind. The second class deals more personally with how Divine Providence
manifests itself in our own lives.

Some questions we will address in this class:

@ ‘What does “Divine Providence” really mean?

@ Does God really care about animals and insects? Does my dog have Divine
Providence too?

@ Are there different degrees of Divine Providence among people, or is everyone
the same?

2 Does being the Chosen Nation mean that we have a special measure of Divine
Providence?
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Class Outline

Introduction. Playing God

Section I. What is Hashgachah?
Part A. Awareness and Response
Part B. God Continually Creates and Sustains the World

Section II. Two Types of Hashgachah: General and Specific
Part A. Hashgachah Klalit — Divine Providence of a General Species
Part B. Hashagachah Pratit — Divine Providence of a Specific Individual

Section III. Degrees of Individual Divine Providence
Part A. The Righteous Merit Individualized Providence
Part B. The Nature of Nature

Section IV. Jewish Survival
Part A. One Nation, One God
Part B. Witnesses to Jewish Providence

INTRODUCTION: PLAYING GOD

The Problem:

You are given an island where several tribes live. By nature and culture, these tribes are exploitative
and belligerent. This results in much suffering on the island, caused by war, poverty and prejudice. They
have been living this way for centuries without any sign of improvement.

Your Assignment:

To try to improve this society. To teach its members to live together in harmony and reduce suffering to a
minimum or eliminate it entirely. To create a healthy society.

Your Resources:

You have all the resources that highly advanced technology can offer. You have the entire island under
surveillance and can see what is happening in any place at any time. You have such devices as cloud-
seeding equipment and can plant underground explosives. Within reason, you can control weather,
flooding, volcanoes and earthquakes, and produce any "natural” phenomenon on cue. You also have
devices that can be used to implant ideas through subliminal suggestion. You can implant ideas to entire
populations or to certain select leaders. Howevert, you must take into account the severe limitations of
subliminal suggestion. If you try to implant any ideas that go against the basic nature of the populace,
they will be totally rejected and your efforts will be in vain. One alternative would be to implant ideas
that somehow would make use of the acknowledged bad nature of these people.
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Your Restrictions:

Under no circumstances are the natives of this island to be aware of your presence. This supersedes

all other considerations. The cultural shock caused by your revealing yourself would disrupt the entire
fabric of the island culture. It would cause much suffering and more than offset any good that you could
possibly accomplish. The natives would be reduced to a state of almost vegetable-like dependence from
which they would be unlikely to recover. If they did recover, they might rebel so violently as to eliminate
any positive values they might have originally had. Therefore, the restriction that you not reveal yourself
must be followed without exception under any circumstances. But aside from this restriction, you have a
free hand to proceed as you see fit.

In short, you have the opportunity to play God. What would you do? (From Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, “If
You Were God”)

God doesn't just play God; He is God. And He faces a challenge not unlike the scenario depicted above.

He created the world in order to give to mankind, providing us the opportunity to develop our spirituality
through the willful refinement of our own character. But it must be willful, the product of own free choice.
For God to blatantly reveal Himself to us would deny us our free will and undermine the purpose of the
entire creation. He has all the powers of nature and thought at His disposal, but to those who cannot fathom
His existence, He must remain for the most part behind the scenes.

God’s medium for advancing His objective of giving to mankind is called Hashgachah, Divine Providence.
Sometimes more subtle and sometimes more overt, Divine Providence is God’s way of guiding us toward the
purpose for which we were created.

SECTION I. WHAT IS HASHGACHAH?

God created the world as a perfect place to fulfill His purpose, with all of nature under His command. As the
omnipotent and omniscient ruler of the universe, He extends His providence to all existence, overseeing it
and maintaining it in order to fulfill His ultimate purpose. Even when God does not miraculously intervene
in worldly happenings, so they seem to be products of the laws of nature or accidents, or as a result of man’s
free will, all occurrences ultimately result from God’s will.

PART A. AWARENESS AND RESPONSE
1. Tehillim (Psalms) 113:5-6 — God sees all.

Who is like the Lord, our God, Who dwells IR O S uvp&x PIPUskea)
on high, Who lowers [His eyes] to look in the PIND DDA

heavens and the earth?

Divine Providence is defined both as God’s awareness of every detail of Creation — including each person’s
behavior and innermost thoughts and feelings — and His personal involvement and relationship with us, as
based on who we are and what we're doing with our lives.

2. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Emunah v’'Hashgachah, p. 9 — There are two aspects to providence:
awareness and response.

The word “supervision” includes two facets. The TN PO .DR5M B 73923 1PDS “amawi”
first is to observe the object of supervision n 133’-‘51 ijﬂnb Y79 AT 9375 L)y b)nonb NI
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order to assess the matter and understand what IINSIT NI YT anm RishSRRR7uinlainfal
is going on with it. The second aspect is a result 55 YOO 1Y D3N TR ITT, IR Pbﬂﬂ
of the first, namely to decide how to respond and DR T
what to do with the observations.

God’s supervision is no different; it also has these 730 SPWRY .D0RpRM S 0 4apn A D)
two aspects. Firstly, God watches us, since He DY27) 21139 ,9577 1IN PI ANTI R 0P 930
sees and knows all, as the verse says, “The Lord DRI A5 N FIRT,  0aT Do (0,00
looked from heaven; He saw all the people” 3 5ID RIT YTV IR T4aRA T 085 e
(Tehillim 33:13). Secondly, based on God’s 5
observations and knowledge, He acts toward us

and for us.

Thus, providence has two aspects: awareness and L3997 R LN N Ym0 TaD 10k
response. 23 mwem

3. Rambam (Maimonides), Commentary on the Mishnah, Sanhedrin 10:1 — It is a fundamental
of Jewish belief that God both knows what we do and responds to our actions.

The tenth principle is that God knows the actions N5Y DTN 33 WY Y SOV NITW WY TIDN
of mankind and does not ignore them, unlike FIRT PN T Y TN YT N, DM
those who say that “God has abandoned the

world.”

PART B. GOD CONTINUALLY CREATES AND SUSTAINS THE WORLD

It is axiomatic to the Jewish faith that God is both omnipotent and omniscient — i.e., He both knows and
controls everything that occurs in the world. There is nothing that takes place in the world that God does not
will.

1. Rambam, Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah (The Laws of the Fundamentals of Torah) 2:9 — Every
entity in the natural world is sustained directly by God.

All of the entities of the world...from the TP R RN TP TINRINIT NN LLDONSDIT 55

primordial form to the smallest insect in the INEI N O 53 1IN a2
center of the earth — everything exists from the

power of the reality of His absolute existence.

People like to ask, “Can God create a rock too heavy for Himself to lift?” as if the question somehow proves
that God has limitations. Just the opposite! What it proves is that God’s only limitation is that He cannot be
limited. Another such “limitation” that comes by virtue of God’s infinite power is that He cannot remove His
awareness from His creation, for if He did it would cease to exist.

2. Rabbi Chaim Volozhiner, Nefesh HaChaim, Shaar 1, Chapter 2 — The world only exists by
virtue of God’s continual will for it to do so.

The reason God is referred to as being “all- N7 KD 95, “Mnsm SYa” R 1P KT 79 P9

powerful” is that the ways of God are not like VIS DTN D NI T3 BT IR - BT
those of flesh and blood. For when a person
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builds a house out of wood, he does not OB IN NIVHOT NN NI PR, YD OB 7T 10
create the wood of his own ability. He just 7333 0770 N2 T DORY FRw B Yy
buys the wood that has already been created PoNEI 0N I DY, MR D BT 135w TN

and assembles it mtg a building. Once he‘has . OP I 5 0y o
completed it according to plan, he leaves it as it

is, and it continues to exist.

Not so for God. In His infinite power, He created ONT2 0910 MOWE AN Y3 100 W4 NI SN
this world out of nothing. And ever since B P50 DA M5 PRI LY T NI DN
creation, the world only continues to exist every D70 DFIRIEI D 53 B Y37 591 O 59 18D
’

131393 073 YHWHN WY NI 13 P9 Rbly onrR

T NI 0NY W NN YR 1D 30 90
D15 ¥ P29, P39 AN npews ro onn phomn
all cease to exist. This is in line with the morning DI3932 7T NI WIN YT W30 MM BON?

Yotzer Ohr prayer established by the Men of the MUY TN O 22312103 W N 137
Great Assembly: “He continually renews His - ZIM DY 53 WD PO W, YN
creation each day, constantly.” That is, literally

day and every single second by virtue of the
Divine force and pristine radiance infused into it
according to His will. Were God to remove the
force of His influence for even a second, it would

“constantly,” every instant and every second...

3. Rabbi Chaim Freidlander, Siftei Chaim, Emunah V’'Hashgacha, Volume 1, p. 15 — We must
meditate on the fact that everything is an expression of God’s will.

At each and every second, God, by virtue of His 55 1IN W P37 553 PYom anmm mzaa 7apn
will, causes the entire creation to exist, from the Sy137 X923 TV I VR P30 DRI N0
smallest creature to the biggest. So when we see W5U SN T 10D 211 DRI BN TN

a little fly alive and fluttering around, we should D15 1 PBY 9P 135 5K e A

P71 553 53101 0P DINTW NS1I N YY)
D39 593 3R Dyon m4apme 1o

meditate and think to ourselves that right now
God is granting it life and the ability to move.
Likewise, people live and function at each instant
only because God makes it so at each moment.

So far we have established as axiomatic that God knows all the dealings of everything that exists in His
creation. The remainder of the class will focus on the other aspect of providence: how God guides the world
in response to His knowledge of it.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION 1.

7= Providence has two aspects to it. Firstly, it implies that God is constantly aware of what goes on in
His creation. Secondly, it means that God deals with His creation based on the knowledge that He
has of it.

7> God’s creation does not exist independently of Him; it only continues to exist because He
constantly wills it to do so. Therefore, God’s knowledge of the world — the first aspect of

providence - is intrinsic to His nature as the Creator of the world.

7= Since the world only exists as a manifestation of God’s will, nothing happens here that is not in
accordance with His will.
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SECTION II. TWO TYPES OF HASHGACHAH: GENERAL
AND SPECIFIC

Providence is built upon the basic principle that God creates and sustains all of existence, and directs it
toward the fulfillment of its purpose.

1. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Maamar Ha'lkarim, Perek Ha’'Hashgachah — God guides the
world toward the fulfillment of its purpose.

God constantly supervises His entire creation, TP, 192 55 By THR M F49 NIRT M

giving it existence and guiding it according to the ANT2 TP 500 B0 P
purpose for which He created it.

2. Bereishit Rabbah 10:7 — Even every blade of grass is on God’s radar.

Every single blade of grass has a spiritual force INN OB P93 S 1D PR 2w 2wy 55 PR
appointed over it, which strikes it and tells it: 1573 19 TN
“Grow!”

According to many great Jewish thinkers, Divine Providence granted to humankind is fundamentally
different from the Divine supervision over other elements of nature. Whereas with regard to man, Divine
Providence implies the intimate guidance of individual lives, with regard to other parts of nature, the
providence is more general. As such, God manages this world through two kinds of providence: the general
and the particular.

PART A. HASHGACHAH KLALIT - DIVINE PROVIDENCE OF A GENERAL SPECIES

Although animals have a measure of free will, they do not have a highly developed intellect and are therefore
not responsible for their actions. Still, God has mercy even on animals, as it is written, “God is good to all,
His love is on all His works” (Psalms 145:9).

God does not guide the destiny of individual animals the same as He guides mankind. He therefore does not
extend the same protection to the beasts as He does to man. It is only entire species of animals that have a
destiny decreed by God, Who guides their evolution, maintains their numbers, or decrees their extinction.
In general, God has established nature in such a manner that every species is sustained. Regarding this

the Psalmist sang, “He provides animals with their food, [sustaining] the young ravens when they cry out”
(Psalms 147:9).

This view is expressed by Rambam and has been maintained by many thinkers since.

1. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim (Guide for the Perplexed) 3: 17 — God only supervises the animal
world on the level of maintaining their species but not directly to individual animals.

All these passages (in the Prophets) refer to N7 ION JPUOR RS P3P0 T3S 0510 BN 0

Providence in relatiOn to SpeCieS, and not in DM TS NN PD 5)5 il 1,}-‘1513}9 990D

relation to individual animals. The acts of God =533 TNV T ATy
N 5Ty

are as it is enumerated — He provides for every
species the necessary food and the means of
subsistence. This is clear and plain.
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The lack of direct involvement with individual animals is not due to a lack of God’s awareness. Even though
God’s supervision of these creatures is less direct, His awareness is complete.

The reason that God’s supervision of the non-human world is general is that these things fulfill the purpose
of their existence only as a general species. For instance, there must be cows in the world, but the fate of one
cow versus another is inconsequential as long as the species remains intact.

2. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Maamar Ha-Ikarim, Perek Ha-Hashgachah — Animal providence
is only towards the species as a whole because they fulfill their function in the world only as

a whole.
The providence which applies to the rest of NI 0 OPPS NOTT DO N T 00
the animal kingdom is only for the sake of PR I IO ‘P 18 DDA DRI DIING
perpetuating the species within the boundaries P59 5N O P b P i 53 03
set by the will (_)f God. God supervises .ea.Ch D3 FPSORA PR I D, DN D b 8D TN 19
and every species to the extent of providing 5557 P TSRS KON

for the species. But He does not relate to them
personally, for their purpose in creation is
fulfilled as a general species.

There is an exception to this rule. When the destiny of any living creature is linked to that of a person, it is
also individually judged and guided by God. Therefore, when a snake bites a person or a bird is captured
by someone, it happens only through God’s decree. Similarly, the destinies of domestic animals are linked to
their owners, as are all of a person’s possessions.

3. Rabbi David Kimchi (Radak), Commentary to Tehillim 145:17 — Individual providence
extends to non-human entities, but only as they relate to people.

This is a matter of great confusion among the 59 DN D D, DM P TN T30
scholars, for there are those that say that when I NP RIT, D0 T WA TNT A0S
a lion devours a sheep, or any similar such b3 3992 SINEI TS AT LTI SN NG

instance, it is a punishment from God for the
devoured. In this vein I have found a statement
of our Sages, “When Rabbi Yochanan would cast

D37 TN T N N T P 9 :(R 0 PO)
139 0170 PROWN (1,15 M) M I OTD
NOR D717 210 523 Wi 510 PN D DN O
W INGD WP D13 2 NN BN, 7253 DINS
DTN POy 071 5va

his nets into the sea to catch fish, he would say,
‘Your judgments are as the vast deep’ (hence
implying that God will judge which fish will be
caught). Yet others say that there is no reward or
punishment for any creature other than mankind.
But we say that other creatures do in fact have
reward and punishment, but only insofar as they
relate to the dealings of mankind.

PART B. HASHAGACHAH PRATIT - DIVINE PROVIDENCE OF A SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL

God created this planet and all that is on it for the sake of man. As a result, His providence extends to people
in a very particular and individual manner. Every deed of a person is weighed, every hair measured, and
every bruise counted, leading each one toward the destiny for which he was born.

As the prophet tells us in the next source, man is the center of creation, and God examines the actions of
each person and gives him individually-suited life experiences.
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1. Yirmiyahu (Jeremiah) 32:17, 19 — Every person’s individual providence is influenced by his

actions.
...You made the heavens and the earth with Your 5’1-;33 T03 PINT N DT DN DY TN ...
great strength and Your outstretched arm, and 73752 o NDDY KD T T
nothing can be hidden from You... . ’ T
Great in counsel, mighty in deeds, Your eyes 52 5y, MR PYY W MP0pI 39,8 5
are open to all the ways of men, so You may 55 999), 19972 AR 1D, DTN 320007

give every person according to his ways, and
according to the consequences of his actions.

2. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Chulin 7b — Everything that happens to a person is
decreed from Above.

Rabbi Chanina taught: No person bangs his DR RSN 051 WK AP DTN PR R 9 IDR
finger below unless it is announced Above, as the WND 733 TYIH T IR TSP Yoy DN 1
verse states, “A man’s steps are prepared by God” (745,5°51) 1997 P2 D DTN (09 15 0v5)

(Tehillim 37:23) and “A person must understand
his way” (Mishlei/Proverbs 20:24).

3. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Maamar Ha-Ikarim, Maamer Ha-Hashgachah — Humans are
judged on an individual basis, for only they are subject to reward and punishment.

Since mankind has been singled out for reward 99T 93 PPTD NN I TR YD DN
and punishment according to their actions, Y2 ST O3, oYY B0 MY 0D W
therefore the providence that applies to them is DI DIAN ... P I T T

of a different sort than that of other species. ..
Humans are not just given their due based
on their membership in the species, but are

B DA T TADMD 1WA WIRY LR DD WNINTT
103 NI 7D DY TIPa Iy i, ian b SN
TP POY 1IN TI2 DD PR T 08y

supervised independently on an individual
APIY IN0IH 0D, T3

basis. Their actions are judged individually and
God makes appropriate decrees upon them as
individuals.

The fact that God's supervision of humanity comes as a response to human deeds elevates God’s Providence
of man over His providence of the rest of the universe.

4. Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, Derech Hashem, Part II, Chapter 1:3 — Divine Providence over
human beings is unique in that it comes as a response to choices they make.

The human race, however, is different from all 003999 INY D90 WNNR PO IO DRI DN
other species, since it was given free will and the 3 15 R 13 P Ran D M —
ability to attain either perfection or deficiency. D7) 5P 1 FPME0 NS — 170M N oY

Man is therefore a proactive, moving influence, TR MM 1Oy ST O3 — SYDI XY

MRS TR 73770, D00 INY Y WD
MEI PITTDIR NOIHIR VYD 0D DY P
DIPITIM 090 YR IR NEHN, P05
DT DI MTIND MR DD P5Y M 2w
D302 9DNY MDY, T TS T, 0953

and not merely passive. The Providence dealing
with man must therefore also be different from
that concerning other species. In the case of man,
[Providence] must oversee and scrutinize every
detail of his activities, and produce consequences
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in response to his conduct and actions. All of a
person’s deeds, as well as the outcome of those
deeds, are scrutinized, and Providence is then
extended to him in the particular manner that
suits the consequences, and [the individual

is judged] measure for measure, as will be
discussed in a later chapter. This is not true,
however, of any species other than man. The
members of other species are acted upon, but
have no influence themselves. They merely exist
to maintain the species as a whole, according

to the nature of its spiritual Root. Providence

is thus merely extended to maintain the Root
and its branches, according to the inherent
nature and function of that Root. Human beings,
on the other hand, act and exert influence as
individuals. They therefore require individual
Providence, and everything must be the result of
their deeds, no more and no less.
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DY) DIPRIRY DY INY T PRY oD
DHwR N 2 000 KON DN, 05D KD
IR MY WA WY T 0D NI PO
YA T2 90D, PO NI WA 00P%
PRARY OWBRT PO DIN PP I WM M
TP TIL 73T, IION 1D DY OB

NS MAD KD, Dwyn DR 1 1D 90,1903
v

5. Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Siftei Chaim, Emunah Ve-Hashgachah, Volume 1, p. 25 — Individual
providence applies to each person concerning each action.

The concept of specific individual Divine
Providence incorporates a couple of concepts.
Firstly, the judgment and supervision concern
the individual person, who is judged and guided
specifically according to his own actions, unlike
the animals that are judged in general for the
perpetuation of their species.

It also means that God does not judge a person

for his general actions but for each action that he
makes. God guides a person on this basis in order

to give him reward or punishment.

KEY THEMES OF SECTION II.

195 5515 “rItonD AT DWW, MR 00
DN OV OF ArRT 0TI, SN LD
NDY 15w DA 0D DY AN NTIY 919D, T

T 1ma0 5550 orp TNE5 55 pSAD 1T

Jon ovpb 55om nona X by

5523 OINT w05 77T RS mYap T
PIIBY OTINT WYRH 19791 1995 50 5P 17 N7 NON
0PN W D 0Nk ek MmN

7> Through providence, God guides the world toward the fulfillment of its purpose. There are two

kinds of providence: general and specific.

7~ Specific individual Divine Providence applies only to mankind, while the rest of creation is guided

by a more general form of providence.

The purpose of animals and the entire non-human realm is fulfilled by their general existence.
Hence, God does not judge or guide them on an individual basis. The exception to this rule is
when the fate of these creations intersects that of a person who does have individual specific
Divine Providence.

God judges people on an individual basis and upon each of their actions in order to guide them
toward the fulfillment of their purpose.
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SECTION III. DEGREES OF INDIVIDUAL DIVINE
PROVIDENCE

In the previous section we saw that according to the traditional position of Jewish thought, there is a
significant difference between the Divine Providence that directs people, and the providence that applies to
the rest of the universe. An important reason for this distinction is the fact that with regard to mankind, who
exercises free will, God directs the world in response to human choices.

But mankind is subject to general Divine Providence as well. A person may be affected by God’s governance
of the human race as a whole or that person’s specific national identity or location. Which will take
precedence, the general Divine Providence or the individual, the natural course of events or the miraculous,
is all relative to each persons relationship with God.

PART A. THE RIGHTEOUS MERIT INDIVIDUALIZED PROVIDENCE

The closer one is to God, the greater the providence that person experiences, and the more the laws of
chance are violated for their benefit. Although God created the laws of nature for a purpose, He often
overrides this purpose in order to fulfill the destiny of the righteous. As a person comes closer to God, and
his will approaches God’s will, he becomes more and more directly connected to God’s purpose in creation.
At such a point, the fulfillment of his desires becomes essential for God’s purpose, and therefore, he is
allowed to have a share in God’ rule over nature.

1. Pirkei Avot 2:4 — The more we attune ourselves to God’s will, the more He will bend the
world to ours.

Make His will into your will, so that He will 513 131899 T P T NS0 WS WY

make your will to be as His will. Nullify your will I 3010 DN 118 D2 70 I 3ED TS
before His will, so that He will nullify the will of

others before your will.

The more a person begins to resemble his Creator and becomes one with Him, the more he begins to partake
of His power. As was the case of the patriarchs and the prophets, God often reveals His plans and acts of
providence to the righteous.

2. Rambam, Moreh Nevuchim 3:18 — Providence is not the same for all; it is a function of
intellectual awareness of God.

We have just explained that providence exists PO T ST S YOI 12 AN
only for man and not any other creatures, PRI P13 93575 THIN 49 1 TN 1725 DTN
because it only applies to intelligent beings. .. DTN 233 LN BN TN N8I P 5w 1

Consequently, the degree of providence will
depend on how equipped he is physically and
scholastically, assuming that providence is a

13577 °02 5173 90 PO NN YO 0 PwY

I POy AR AN, 1TR5 2051 oW onn
1M 5w MR NI N W DX M0
DTN 33 SPIONT N 12 DN 0 NS Rinminlit/
NP2 OBy AT N P DA, A 090
proportion to the differences in their respective TP Y 0D, 5y ORI DY
degrees of perfection. According to this idea, D21 TN TINSY DN MW N 7573
providence for prophets must be extremely great migpeignhisipbialaiaisiighnbnyalgibptal

function of intelligence, as I mentioned. In other
words, providence is not the same for all people
but rather differs from one person to another in

Purpose of Man in the World 10



and must be a function of their level of prophesy.
Similarly, the providence for righteous and pious
people should be a reflection of their degree of
righteousness and piety...

In contrast, fools and rebels, to the degree that
they lack this Divine overflow, their status is
debased, and when taken to the extreme they
become like animals. “They are comparable to the
beasts who perish,” (Tehillim 49:13). ..

Concerning the disparity of providence for pious
men and degenerate fools, the verse says, “He
will guard the feet of His pious ones while the
wicked will be silenced in the darkness, because
a man will not prevail with strength” (Shmuel/
Samuel I 2:9). The verse informs us that the
reason that some individuals are saved from
disaster while others aren't is not because of
their physical strength and natural dispositions.
Rather, it depends upon their degree of perfection
or deficiency, i.e., their nearness to or distance
from God...There are innumerable verses

which indicate this principle that providence is
proportional to perfection and piety.
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DI DMTON °52 DN

YOWIT 1 19D 110 03, DN D930 DIAN
IR LN INY ITOI 19TION T3 DI 05T NI
oo (7,00 D%11) M DIDITRD S DY Sy

DWW DTN DANTT DY AW TN
DT WA DPWN ML PTOM 07,0000
T2 P RN N3P DLW TN LN 3 Mo 8D
DN 0% WX 013 DNRP D1EN 0P Monn
M52 KD %2 191K N7, 0PYanT O nEsm 0o
D3P 547, 1190Mm 5w 0k X1 DIAN N T3
I IND WNR DPIODM ... WD DR IN DT ON
D3 0N *32 DY MR 549, MD05n 130 Iy
DMTOMm DO M

If the highest level of individual Divine Providence only pertains to the truly righteous — those who are
constantly mentally connected with God and who have perfected themselves — what does that mean for the
rest of us?

PART B. THE NATURE OF NATURE

To answer the questions above, we have to come to a better understanding of the concept of “nature” in
Jewish thought.

1.

From knowing the revealed miracles, a person
becomes aware of the hidden miracles — this
belief is the basis for the entire Torah. A man has
no share in the Torah, unless he believes that all
matters and all events, whether on a communal
level or an individual level, are miracles, and not
due to “nature” or “the way of the world.” Rather,
if a person performs the mitzvot, his reward will
bring him success, and if he transgresses, he
incurs punishment, all by decree from Above.

11

Ramban (Nachmanides), Commentary to Exodus 13:16 — The belief in Divine direction of the
world is expressed in terms of Divine response to human deeds.
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2. Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter, Sfat Emet, Parshat Behar 5637 — Nature and miracle are one
and the same.

Miracles and nature are one and the same.
In truth, the biggest miracle is nature itself
for it is the greatest of all wonders for us to
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contemplate...Those generations that witnessed OB YA0T DS e T

miracles had faith affixed to them, and for them
miracle and nature were the same.

Clearly, God is just as in control of nature when it runs its course as He is when He performs miracles. Being
left to “nature,” therefore, does not mean that a person is outside of God’s providence. It just means that
Gods providence is filtered through the medium of nature.

3. Ramban, Devarim (Deuteronomy) 11:13 — God deals with most people through the medium

of nature.

You should know that miracles are performed,
whether for the good or for the bad, only for the
completely righteous or the completely wicked.
However, as regards ordinary people, the way
of the world orchestrates for them good or bad
according to their actions.
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Though mankind was created for the sake of his ultimate future existence (in the World to Come), we are
still part of this world, and are subject to its natural laws. However, the laws of nature themselves were
ordained by God to accomplish His purpose. As such, being “left to the way of the world” does not mean
that God is unaware or uninvolved in a persons life. God uses nature as the medium to respond to our
actions. Therefore, most people must function within the parameters of the laws of nature and not expect

God to make too many miracles for them.

4. Rabbi Aharon of Barcelona, Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzvah 546 — God expects most of us to follow

the laws of nature and not to rely on miracles.

God supervises each individual and He knows all
their deeds, as well as all that happens to them —
both the good and the bad results of His decree
— according to their merit or liability, as our Sages
say (Chullin 7b): No one bangs his finger unless
it has been so decreed in Heaven.

Nevertheless, each person must protect himself
from accidents that occur in the world. That is
because God created the world and built it on
the foundations of nature. He decreed that fire
burn and water extinguish the blaze. Similarly,
He decreed that if a large rock should fall on a
person’s head, it will crush his skull; or if he falls
off a tall building, he will die. God created the
body of man and breathed into him a soul, his
conscious awareness with which he can guard
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himself against harm, and He placed both of
them within the domain of natural processes
which both guide and activate them. Thus, God
placed the physical human body within the
realm of physical nature — as His wisdom saw
fit. Consequently, He commanded man to guard
himself from accidents. That is because nature —
which he is part of — will do things to him if he
doesn't take precautions to watch himself.

However, there are a few people that the King
values highly because of their great piety and
because their souls are strongly attached to Him.
They are the great tzadikim (righteous ones),
such as our holy patriarchs and many of their
descendants such as Daniel, Chananya, Mishael
and Azariyah. God gave them power to control
nature. Originally, nature controlled them, but
because of their lofty spirituality, they became
masters over nature. We know, for example, that
Avraham was thrown into a fiery furnace yet
was not harmed; nor were the four mentioned
above. Not even a hair of their heads was singed.
However, most people, because of their many
sins, have not merited such an elevated spiritual
level. Consequently, the Torah has commanded
us to guard our property and places so they don’t
cause death through our negligence. We cannot
put our lives in danger by relying on miracles for
protection. In fact, our Sages say that whoever
relies on a miracle to save himself will not have a
miracle done for him (Torat Cohanim, Parasahat
Emor, 8).

This is the approach that applies in most
instances. For example, even when the Jews
fought a war commanded directly by God, they
used the best strategies and armed themselves,
and overall acted as if they were relying totally on
natural means. ..
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So most of us must live our lives within the parameters of nature. But what Rambam said above still holds
true: to the extent that we are plugged in to God, we can still hope for miracles.

Tiffany Stein did have a theological problem of sorts. Tiffany is 12 years old and wants some sign from God that He
really exists. Her mother tells me that her daughter prays every night for some clear indication from above, some
unmistakable manifestation. Would I kindly see Tiffany and try to help her?

I meet with Tiffany. Sweet, sensitive, intelligent. “I know God does wonderful things for everybody, like making the sun

rise, and letting us see and hear and all that. But if God really is up there,” says Tiffany, “why doesn't He prove it to
me personally by making some little miracle for me? I pray every night for that, but He isn't listening to me.”
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I try to define for her what a miracle really is: God breaking the rules of nature He Himself established. God, I suggest
to her, performs miracles for us when we perform miracles for Him.

She asks, “But how can a human being perform a miracle?”

“In our own small way, we can. Remember, a miracle is a change in the natural order of things. When we change our
personal and natural order of things for the sake of God, when we go against our natural desires and instincts for His
sake — that makes it possible for God to do the same thing for us, and to change the natural order of things for our
sake.”

I explain to her the concept of “measure for measure,” the idea that God treats us in the way we treat Him, that our
relationship with God is a two-way street.

“Well, how come so many miracles occurred to the people in the Bible? Were they so much better than we are?”

“They certainly were. They were not perfect, but they were willing to give up everything they had for the sake of God.
They broke from the natural order of things, so God did the same for them. It wasn't natural for Abraham to be ready
to sacrifice his son, for example, or for the Children of Israel to follow Moses into the Red Sea or into the Wilderness.”

“So you're saying that unless I become a really outstanding person and a really deep believer in God, I'm not going to
see any real signs from Him?”

“Once you get into the habit of breaking out of your natural ways for the sake of Judaism, then you're on your way.
For example, you want to really hurt someone, but you don't. You want to steal something, but you don't. You want
to eat on Yom Kippur, but you don't...In the same way that we deal with God in our service of Him, so does He deal
with us as His creatures. Whether He will deal with us according to the laws of nature, or beyond the laws of nature,
is really up to us.” (Rabbi Emanuel Feldman, Tales Out of Shul, Artscroll/Mesorah Publications, pp. 198 -200)

KEY THEMES OF SECTION III.

7= The level of individual providence is not the same for all. At its highest level, God bends the laws
of nature for the sake of the righteous, those most actively involved in advancing God’s plan for
Creation.

7 Those less plugged into God are dealt with by God in a less direct fashion, through the medium of
nature, which hides God’s providence.

7> While we understand that God is in control of nature and not bound by its laws, we also recognize
that we live within its boundaries and therefore do not expect open miracles to happen for us.
Nevertheless, the closer we are to God, the more He will move mountains for us.

SECTION IV. JEWISH SURVIVAL

Since the Jewish people have a special relationship with God and His purpose in creation, the degree

of Divine Providence we receive is greater. Our very existence points to unusual Heavenly supervision.
Although the Jewish people have always been a minority among the nations, with God’s help we have been
able to survive and thrive throughout the generations.

Purpose of Man in the World 14
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1. Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 34:30-31 — The Jewish people have a special relationship with God.

“And they will know that I, the Lord their God,
am with them, and they are My people, the
House of Israel,” says the Lord God. “And you are
My flocks, the flocks of My pasture, you are man,
[ am your God,” says the Lord God.
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2. Talmud Bavli, Berachot 6a — God has pledged His allegiance to the Jewish people.

Rabbi Nachman bar Isaac said to Rabbi Chiyya
bar Avin, “What is written in the tefillin
(phylacteries) of the Lord of the Universe?” He
replied to him: “And who is like Thy people
Israel, one nation on the earth” (Divrei HaYamim/
Chronicles 1 17:21). Does, then, the Holy One,
blessed be He, sing the praises of Israel? Yes, for
it is written (Devarim 26:17): “You have declared
allegiance to the Lord this day,” (which can be
read as) “and the Lord has declared allegiance to
you this day.” The Holy One, blessed be He, said
to Israel, “You have made me a unique entity in
the world, and I shall make you a unique entity

” “You have made me a unique
entity in the world,” as it is said: “Hear, O Israel,
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” “And I shall
make you a unique entity in the world,” as it is
said: “And who is like Your people Israel, one
nation on the earth.”

in the world.
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3. Rabbi Shlomo ben Aderet, Teshuvot Ha-Rashba 5:55 — He is our God, and we are His people.

It says (in the Shema prayer), “our God” for He
supervises us. In addition to this, He guides us,
and not any star or constellation or angelic force
— only God. He has designated us for Himself
and taken us as His portion, as it says, “When the
Most High gave nations their heritage... His own
nation remained God’ portion” (Devarim 32:8-
9.
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This special relationship with God is what has made Jewish history so unique.

4. Rabbi Akiva Tatz, Living Inspired, p. 152 — The miracles of the Exodus teach us that the
natural order of the Jewish people is to be above the natural order of the world.

The Sfat Emet expresses the connection between the miracles commemorated at the [Passover| Seder

and the rest of Jewish history, in the most beautiful manner. He asks why we call the procedure of

Seder Night a “seder” — the word “seder” means “order,” a regular, predictable series of events. Strange
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that we celebrate the most potent series of miracles, the sharpest departures from the natural order,

77!

with the name seder, “order

His answer is unforgettable. For the Jewish people, our natural order is the miraculous! We have a seder of
miracles. We were forged in impossible circumstances, conceived in a blaze of miracles, born beyond
time. We can never descend into the natural [. . .]

PART B. WITNESSES TO JEWISH PROVIDENCE

Many non-Jews have noted the historical marvel of the survival of the Jewish People. A famous example,
among many, is that of Mark Twain.

1. Mark Twain, Concerning the Jews (Harper’s Magazine, March 1898) — Jeremiah’s prophesy
came to pass.

The Egyptian, the Babylonian and the Persian rose, filled the planet with sound and splendor, then
faded to dream-stuff and passed away; the Greek and the Roman followed and made a vast noise, and
they are gone; other people have sprung up and held their torch high for a time, but it burned out,
and they sit in twilight now, or have vanished. The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what
he always was, exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no slowing
of his energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things are mortal but the Jew; all other
forces pass, but he remains. What is the secret of his immortality?

Of course, the history of the Jewish People has not been without trouble. On the contrary, Jewish history
is among the bloodiest of all nations — indeed, as a lone sheep surrounded by seventy wolves. We have
discussed the purpose and meaning of suffering in the Morasha class entitled “The Miracle of Jewish
Survival.” For the purposes of this class, it suffices to understand that no matter the troubles that befall the
Jewish People, God continually watches over us, ensuring our ultimate survival.

3. Tehillim 121:4 — The Guardian of Israel.

The Guardian of Israel does not sleep nor SR o 1w 851 D KD
slumber.

Indeed, even other religions have recognized our unique survival, and its implication.

4. John Paul II, Address Concerning Relations with Jews, March 6, 1982 — The permanence of
Israel.

The permanence of Israel (while so many ancient peoples have disappeared without trace) is a historic
fact and a sign to be interpreted within God’s design...It remains a Chosen People, “the pure olive on
which were grafted the branches of the wild olive which are the gentiles.”

... We must remind ourselves how the permanence of Israel is accompanied by a continuous spiritual
fecundity (productivity), in the rabbinical period, in the Middle Ages and in modern times.

The Jewish People, whose creation came about by means of direct Divine intervention in the world order,
enjoy a special degree of Divine Providence. The next source is an illustration of the miraculous overtones in
Jewish history, which clearly attest to Divine providence.
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As part of their first-year studies, cadets at West Point Military academy are entolled in a course called “The History
of Military Tactics,” taught by a Three Star Lieutenant General with a Ph.D. in military strategy. The course surveys
the major battles in history, right down to the latest battles of our modern era.

During the final two weeks of the course, which were devoted to reviewing the material, a Jewish cadet raised his hand
with a question, “Why did we not study any of the battles fought by the Jews, either of ancient times [i.e. Roman-
Jewish wars] or of modern times [i.e. Arab-Israeli wars]?”

The normally friendly general snapped back with an order to see him in his office after the class. Upon entering the
general’s office, the student was ordered to close and lock the door. The general then told him that he would only
answer the question in the privacy of his office.

“Do not think that the staff here at West Point has left the Jewish wars unnoticed,” began the general. “We have
examined and analyzed them, and we do not teach them at West Point. According to military strategy and textbook
tactics, the Jews should have lost them. You should have been swept into the dustbin of history long ago. But you were
not. You won those wars against all odds and against all military strategies and logic.

“This past year, we hired a new junior instructor. During a private staff meeting and discussion, the Arab-Israeli wars
came under discussion. We were puzzled at how you won those wars. Suddenly, this junior instructor chirped up and
jokingly said, ‘Gentlemen, it seems to be quite obvious how they are winning their wars: God is winning their wars!’
Nobody laughed. The reason is, soldier; that it seems to be an unwritten rule around here at West Point that G-d is
winning your wars. And God does not fit into military textbooks! You are dismissed,” concluded the general. (Heard
from Rabbi Asher Wade, Jerusalem)

Even in historical events that seem completely natural, one can discern God’s providence directing events
toward a certain conclusion. This can be apparent simply by virtue of the fact that the events seem to be
geared toward an ultimate result. However, sometimes the manifestation of Divine Providence is even more
striking. Jewish history, in particular, is replete with examples of highly improbable events in which the
Jewish people were saved from danger in miraculous ways — overt signs of Divine intervention. As David Ben
Gurion once commented in an interview on CBS (5 October 1956), “In Israel, in order to be a realist you
must believe in miracles.”

KEY THEMES OF SECTION IV:

#a» A special measure of Divine Providence accompanies the Jewish People.

7= It is thus fitting that the most startling demonstration of Divine Providence is the very history of
the Jewish nation — a history that all agree defies the natural order of the world.

7~ Even today, the history of the State of Israel, a tiny country that has miraculously survived against
foes that greatly outnumber it, provides the world with clear revelations of Divine Providence.
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CLASS SUMMARY:

WHAT DOES “DIVINE PROVIDENCE” REALLY MEAN?

Providence means supervision, which itself implies both knowledge of the object being supervised as well as
a response based on that knowledge. Hence there are two components to Divine Providence: God’s awareness
of our actions and His management of our lives based on that awareness.

God must be aware of everything in this world because it only exists as an expression of His will. Were He
not aware of something, it would simply cease to exist.

God’s governance of this world is a function of the purpose for which He created it. Divine Providence,
therefore, is God’s medium for driving the world toward its perfection through His direct although subtle
involvement with it. This comes in two forms: general providence for the non-human realm and specific
individual providence for people.

DOES GOD REALLY CARE ABOUT ANIMALS AND INSECTS? DOES MY DOG HAVE DIVINE
PROVIDENCE TOO?

The Torah teaches us that all natural phenomena are controlled by God. Divine Providence extends to the
growth and proper functioning of every form of plant and animal life, as well as every other part of the
natural world.

But Divine Providence of these things only concerns them on a general basis. God’s plan for creation requires
flies but what happens to individual flies is not of great concern. The exception is when these things in the
non-human realm affect people, as when someone owns a dog or gets bitten by a snake.

ARE THERE DIFFERENT DEGREES OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE AMONG PEOPLE, OR IS
EVERYONE THE SAME?

Yes there are. As Rambam taught us, one’s level of personal or specific Divine Providence is a function of his
self-perfection and closeness to God. The purely righteous are aided by God at every step; He even performs
miracles on their behalf, bending the rules of nature in their favor. For those less connected than that, God
still watches over them and responds to their actions, just in more subtle ways, usually behind the veil of
nature.

DOES BEING THE CHOSEN NATION MEAN THAT WE HAVE A SPECIAL MEASURE OF DIVINE
PROVIDENCE?

Yes it does. God not only chose us but promised to protect us as we try to fulfill the purpose of Creation.
That promise has produced the miracle of Jewish survival throughout the millennia.
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ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED READING

Rabbi Chaim Friedlander, Siftei Chaim, Emunah Ve-Hashgachah, Maamar Aleph
Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought, Volume II, Chapter 19

Rabbi Aryeh Leibowitz, Hashgachah Pratit, Part One
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