Shofar

Implement of War OR Instrument of Music?
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· Intro:

· Sof maase bmachshava techila

· House is built in 3 stages: conception, building, completion

· Davening – Sim Shalom

· Rosh Hashenah = conception of the whole year – every moment is SO important

· Details: simanim, sleep

· ¼ of the time sleeping is losing 4 months of the year

· Shofar is neglected

· Hayom Haras Olam

· How could Hashem create the world? Infinite, perfect, complete – full chalk board

· First you need to erase in order to create – create room for creation

· Creation starts with tohu, vavohu, v’choshech

· Yotzer or, vorey choshech

· Adom was created, chava was formed

· Yotzer tov, borey rah – tov is just a formation of G-dliness – absence is the only thing that has to be created

· Why do we have 3 adjectives? You don’t say erase, cleanse and clear the board

· Binary system does not allow for growth

· Infinite/finite, existence/non, G-d/No G-d, Good/bad

· 3 types creates room for growth

· Somewhat good, gradients, gray

· Enough philosophy – let’s plug in the words

· G-d=1

· Shema= Hashem Echad, not Yesh Hashem Echad

· Rishonim say the mitzvah is to believe in Hashem’s 1-ness

· Monotheism means there is 1 G-d and not 2, but this is much more – it is the definition of G-d, G-d is 1

· So if Hashem is One-ness and he has to hide 1-ness, erase the board in order to create something, how does He hide 1-ness?

· To hide wisdom, show foolishness

· To hide strength, act weak

· How do you hide Oneness? Disunity, multiplicity, diversity

· The 3 types of absence that Hashem created turn out to be 3 types of disunity.  So what are the 3 types of disunity?

· 3 types of disunity/problems in the world?/ 3 skills we have as humans

· Emotional, physical and intellectual

· Heart, Body and the Mind

· Heart

· jealousy, hatred, bigotry, depression, bi-polar

· love, care, concern, empathy

· Body – hard work, health, strength, structure, effort OR lusts, laziness, drunkenness

· Mind – truth, wisdom, justice, fairness, knowledge OR lies, scheming, arrogance, injustice, trickery

· 4 illustrations of this:

1. Torah, avoda & gemmilus chasadim

2. 3 things take a person out of the world: Kinah, ta’avah and kavod

3. Avraham, Yitchak and Yakov

4. Tree of knowledge - After tohu, vohu, v’choshech and our job is the fixing of all 3: Adam had 3 jobs, so why didn’t he have 3 trees? Description of the tree = good to eat, lustful to the eyes, appealing to the intellect – always the same order: emotional, physical, intellectual. 

· Only place it’s out of order is in torah, avoda, gemillus chasadim – that’s because it’s from Hashem’s perspective. 

· We find that in the sefiros as well.  The 2 interlocking triangles – one is facing up and one is facing down, that’s the magen dovid.

· Possibility for complexity in religious growth

· Our job is to put the disunity back to unity

· Best mashal to explain the issues of life is a PUZZLE – cover, pieces, put together

· Our job is rectify the pain, suffering, confusion

· The only thing lacking in the puzzle is that our job is to put together 3 puzzles – emotional, physical & intellectual disunity

· The rubix cube – each side fits together while the others are fixed as well

· This also explains the beracha of birkas kohanim – the 3rd beracha is to have what I need without others losing; I get a job without someone else losing their job

· So in the puzzle - if G-d is unity, He creates disunity, and our purpose is to rectify the disunity

· Overview of shofar sounds

· Torah tells us to blow a teruah 3X and each one needs to be proceeded and followed by a tekiyah.

· We have 3 different versions of the teruah: shevarim, teruah, and shevarim-teruah

· Really 27 sounds but we count the shevarim/teruah as 2 – that’s how we get 30 sounds

· Shofar through the puzzle

· Hashem is the cover of the puzzle box, that’s 1 – the tekiyah

· Teruah is the disunity, the puzzle itself

· The final tekiyah is where everything gets fixed

· The 3 versions of the teruah are the 3 forms of disunity

· Shevarim is tohu, the emotional

· Teruah is vohu, the physical

· Gemara calls the teruah the yevava which comes from va’vohu

· When people write crying, they write boo-hoo (vo’hu)

· Shevarim/teruah, choshech is the intellectual

· As we listen to the shofar, our kavanos should be:

· Shevarim:

· 1st tekiyah – perfect world, pristine 1-ness, pre-creation

· Shevarim – all of the emotional pain, people you don’t get along with

· 2nd tekiyah – Hashem should give you a year where all of the loneliness and pain should be fixed where it is all 1 again

· Teruah:

· Teruah – all the people who are sick, poverty, ailments, disabilities

· 2nd tekiyah – everyone is healed, people get jobs, etc

· Shevarim/Teruah:

· Shevarim/Teruah – think of all the unfair, injustice, dating, children

· 2nd tekiyah – clarity, fairness, focus

· We spoke about the sounds but the shofar itself embodies the message in its essence

· What is the shofar?

· Symbol of warfare – it is the animal of the animal!

· We are going to make that tool into the instrument of harmony, of music

· We are turning the hands of Eisav and turning it into the voice of Yakov

· Everyone knows the quote from Yeshaya (2:4) – They will beat their swords into plowshares – this is beating the implement of war into an instrument of music

· Not only in its essence, but that’s why it is called a shofar

· What does Shofar mean?

· L’shapeir – to straighten, to smooth out

· Shifra and Puah – Rashi says that she would be meshaperes es havlad Sh’mos (1:15)

· Shufra v’shtara – the proper way of making docs, getting rid of the creases

· Let’s analyze the word Shofar

· In Hebrew you don’t need to know vocabulary, just 22 words because every word means the sum total of the letters in the word so if you know the meaning of the letters, you will know the meaning of the word

· Alef = Aluf, the leader, head, one

· Beis = Bayis/house

· Alef+Beis=Head of house = AV

· If this is really true, you should be able to take any 2 letters and add any letter and the different words would be similar.

· In English this would mean if we take the word “at” and add a letter to it we would have Bat, Sat, Mat – but they don’t have any connection to each other

· In Hebrew the best letters to use are Peh & Reish because almost any letter you add to the 2 letters are actual words, such as:

· Peih

· Alef – pereh adom, Yishmael
· Beis – no word

· Gimmel – pargod=divider

· Daled – pirud=multiplicity

· Hey & vav – parah/peru=to multiply

· Zayin – arey haperazos – scattered

· Ches – lifroch, to flower, spread out; shcin poreyach – wildly growing

· Tes – lifrot – peratim, klal/prat – look into the details

· Yud – pri, fruitful
· Chaf – avodas perech, to break, debilitating

· Lamed – no word

· Mem – prima – tearing open by the bris

· Nun – lefarnes – to distribute, allocate

· Samach – poreis sukkas shalom – spread out

· Ayin – paruah – by sota, made her hair wild

· Peah – parpar – butterfly, fluttering

· Tzadi – peretz, to break, to breech (pirtzah is a breech in a fence/wall)

· Kuf – perakim, parts of your finger, the segments

· Reish – pirurim, crumbs/lifror to crumble

· Shin – lifrosh to explain/elaborate or lifros to separate; hafrashas challah – separate

· Taf – ben poras yosef – 

· Reish

· Gesher - bridge

· Kesher - connection

· Yashar - straight

· Osher – happiness (alef) or riches (ayin)

· Shura – straight row

· Peih+Reish=280 in Gematriyah

· Gematriyah of all of the letters that have “end of” letters added together = 280

· This is another example of where we see that Peih+Reish=multiplicity – all of the letters that have multiple writing

· Without knowing what these letters mean, you would assume that Peih & Shin are opposites (because the reish is consistent)

· Not really because they are both dealing with the same topic unity/disunity

· It’s interesting that Peh is mouth and Shin is tooth

· So what do these 2 roots mean?

· Par is a an ox – it has a yoke on it

· Shor is a bull – a bull in a china shop with steam coming out of its nostrils

· These 2 ideas/animals represent unity/disunity in Jewish thought

· Yosef vs Paroah = Shor vs Par

· When Yakov yelled at the brothers he said biritzonchem hargu shor

· When they got Yosef’s bones from the pit they said Aley Shor

· So what is the shofar? 

· It is taking the Shor and making the Par

· Taking the disunity and making the unity

· Taking the teruah and making the tekiyah

· That’s why it’s called shor and par together – shofar

· So to review we said that:

· The shofar symbolizes taking disunity and making it one

· The word Shofar means Leshapeir – to straighten it out

· Weapon into musical instrument

· Sounds we blow straight sounds, broken sounds into straight sounds again

· Mystically it’s called a Shofar because it is combination of shor & par

· This is what R”H is all about – being mamlich Hashem – by unifying the whole world

· Some would say that most dramatic moment of RH more than shofar is aleinu – what’s the end of aleinu?

· V’haya Hashem L’melech al kol ha’aretz – How are we mamlich Hashem?

· Bayom hahu yihiyeh Hashem echad ushmo echad – as we bring unity to the world

 

 

Puzzle is larger than R”H: oneness, brokenness, oneness – Seder= Whole, broken, whole – start with matza, break it, kids hide, go look for it and you bring back the broken piece – put it back in your stomach with the rest of the matza

Response to majesty is awe.  The depiction of awe is wide open – eyes, ears, mouth.  That’s the visage of RH – be in awe – wide open.   Take it all in and leverage every moment.  The more sensitive you are, the more you will notice the nuances of the day.
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