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Preface
We see them all the time, out of our window, near the curb, we try to avoid bumping into them.  Why does Hashem have them growing all around us?
· “Lift up your eyes to see who created these,” Yeshaya 40.

· “It is good to thank Hashem and to sing…”Tehilim 92.

  Every tree is an opportunity to discover new lessons and review precious insights that can transform us. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Torah is called the tree of life…” Mishlei 3:18.  


 ~~~~~~~~~~~~

“A person is compared to a tree,” Dvarim 20:19.  


 ~~~~~~~~~~~~

1.  Grounded
The tree in front of your home is still there after many years.  It teaches us many lessons by its growth and presence.  In Tehilim 92, the Righteous are compared to trees, while the wicked are like grass.  A tree can produce leaves, shade and fruits…it is like a righteous person who helps others in many ways.
A tree stays in its place as it grows to remind us to be steadfast in our ongoing growth as we fulfill our purposes in serving Hashem.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

In the morning, the tree reminds us to be strong today, to withstand the temptations to be lazy or careless.  In the evening, the tree is showing us how it is still there for us, cheering us on, swaying in the wind as a gentle wave to encourage us to keep on investing in long-term gains of eternal rewards. 
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

[We should learn to be gentle and flexible from grass.]
2. Planting Trees
Why did Avraham Avinu spend time planting trees?
Breishis 21:33 explains that he did it to teach the world about Hashem.  Every tree is a spectacular, magnificent, glorious declaration that Hashem is ‘good to all’ of us.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Each tree is a statement to remind us to realize that our purpose in life is to keep on growing in serving Hashem with Torah Study and to emulate His ways of kindness to all.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

“There is no way for us to measure the infinite wisdom in every aspect of Hashem’s creations,” Rambam Yesodei HaTorah 2:2. 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

In Tehilim 96:12, we speak of trees singing Hashem’s praises.  Some of these songs include:
· Thanks for delicious fruits that are healthy, nutritious and enjoyable.

· Thanks for the seeds in them that are like coupons for many more.

· Thanks for cooking the fruit on the trees to perfection.

3. Changing Us
Trees have the power to transform a street with amazing leaves that are unique and attractive.  Hashem has created this amazing phenomenal method of providing a new landscape…even spectacular visions of new buds, flowers and climate changes to inspire us.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Many fruits start off green to blend in with the green leaves until they turn into an attractive color to catch our attention.  The fruit hangs on tightly, until it is ripe, then it begins to loosen its hold.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

· Trees cool off the air,
· Prevent soil erosion, 

· Supply firewood, wood for homes, furniture, utensils, paper, books and toothpicks,

· Provide shade as an umbrella,

· Freshen the air and provide fragrance.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~
· The greatest lesson of all may still be to persevere…
4. Concealed Wisdom
Which part of a tree is the most significant?
The part we don’t see, the roots!   “The modest are wise,” Mishlei 11:2.

Hashem designed the main foundation, the system of roots that keep the tree alive and growing, hidden under the ground.  The prophet Micha teaches, “Modesty brings us closer to Hashem.

“Our actions are compared to the roots of a tree,” Avos 3:22.  What is the connection?

When we do a Mitzva action, with thoughts of serving Hashem Who created us and Who is always watching us, we are anchored and connected to Hashem!

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

When we listen to Hashem, we are as a tree…listening.
“The fence for wisdom is silence,” Avos 3:16. 
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

When you listen, you learn and understand that Hashem is always listening to us.
5. Living in a Tree House
Why does the Torah teach us that Avraham Avinu would feed his guests under a tree? (18:8)
He wanted them to experience that they were eating Hashem’s food, in His world, reclining on soft grass, leaning their backs against a tree trunk, eating off a wooden tray with toothpicks.

Tosfos, Brochos 37a, explains why Hashem created apples.  They are not as essential as bread and water, but they serve to enhance our pleasure in Hashem’s world!
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

“How great are Your deeds, how profound are Your thoughts,” Tehilim 92.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Look around in your home to see how many items are made of wood.
6. Shaped as Unbrellas
Why did Hashem invent this design?  It is the most efficient to provide shade and protection for a large area on all sides with a central pillar.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Why are trees shaped round and circular, not square?
People build houses mostly square-shaped, not circle-shaped.  But the pipes in homes are all round.  Trees are like pipes.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

“All Your works are filled with wisdom…” Tehilim 104:24.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Have you been on a walk on a hot day and then stopped to rest for a while under a shade tree?
Thank the Creator for positioning umbrellas all around to help us enjoy the shade.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Trees watch us and help us.  The tree in front of your house has been watching your place since it was planted there.  It serves to remind us that Hashem is always keeping tabs on us. 
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

7. Growing Words
A tree is called ‘Eitz,’ bones are called ‘Eitzem,’ and advice is called ‘Eitza.’
These three words have the same root word, which means a structure for growth.

A tree is not dry wood.  It is always growing from within.  The structure is a frame that grows leaves, fruit, etc. to provide us with many benefits.

  The bones of our body keep us erect as a tree, with a frame to support us to enable us to grow and produce.

Advice is a form of support for guidance to nurture and sustain us in all areas of life. 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

A tree’s primary purpose is included in Koheles 3:14, “Hashem made everything to teach us to be aware of Him.” 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

The words ‘Otzail,’ lazy, and ‘Etsav,’ sad, also start out with the potential to grow as in ‘Eitz, but then it is misused and misdirected. 
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

8. Thick Skin
Someone can yell and bark at a tree and it will remain calm and serene.  The outside bark is usually thick and rough.  It insulates the tree from the elements and serves a suit of armor.

This serves as a model of how we should develop a cheerful disposition to block the evil inclination and his many temptations to get us stressed out.

“How fortunate is one who hears and ignores, he will be saved from 100 troubles,” Sanhedrin 7a.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

The tree reminds us of the greatest lesson we can learn, that Hashem loves us always and we love Him in return! 
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

9. Leaf Lessons
“Those who follow leaf lessons will flourish,” Mishlei 11:28.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

 Why does a tree have thousands of small-size leaves instead of a handful of giant-size leaves?
Each leaf performs many miraculous functions as a food-producing factory.  We are reminded of the principle, “Grab hold of a small amount and you will succeed,” Sukkah 5a.

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

 The Gr”a in Mishlei explains that we should not put our trust in money, which can always ‘leave’ a person as leaves fall off a tree.  Coins are also shaped as wheels that can roll away,” Shabos 151b.

Money can be useful, as leaves, but they are not the main part of a tree.  They keep growing back every year, with Hashem’s help.  “A righteous person may fall seven times, but he keeps on rising,” Mishlei 24:16. 

            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Many small leaves also demonstrate the principle, “Everything depends on the abundance of our action,” Avos 2:14.  Rambam explains, “Giving charity 100 times is a greater method than giving the entire sum in one gift.”
10. A New Leaf
Some trees change to new leaves every year.  This serves as a model for us to upgrade our actions and behavior.  We should always plan for growth and renewal.  We need to reinvent ourselves periodically, raising the level of our wisdom, maturity and enthusiasm.
When we utilize the system of “He would always say” that we find throughout Pikei Avos, we learn how we can change ourselves day by day.

With patience and persistence, as trees that stand in place calmly fulfilling their functions, “A person is like a tree,” Dvarim 20:19.
            ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Learning to ‘See’
We are in this world to learn to see the Torah of a Tree,

and the magnificent person the tree represents!
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