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Men and Women: Too Similar
1. Bereishit 1:27
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And Gd created the man in His image, in the image of Gd He created him, male and female He created them.

2. Bereishit 2:7, 2:21-24
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And Gd formed the man, dirt from the ground, and He breathed into his nostrils the spirit of life, and the man was a
living spirit... And Gd settled a deep sleep upon the man and he slept, and He took one of his sides and sealed the
flesh beneath it. And Gd built the side He had taken from the man into a woman, and He brought her to the man. And
the man said: This time, bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh! This one shall be called ishah, for she was taken from ish.

Therefore a man will leave his father and mother and cling to his wife, and they will be one flesh.

3. Ramban to Bereishit 1:26
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The creation [of Man] was male and female [as separate units] at first, with the soul included. But the formation [of a
body] was formation of a man and building of a side into a woman, as is told at the end.

4. Talmud, Niddah 31a
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Gd gives an infant ruach, neshamah, charm <personality>, the powers of sight, hearing, speech and locomotion, and
understanding and wisdom.

5. Ramban to Bereishit 2:24
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Male beasts do not have attachment to their females; the male mates with any female he finds and then departs. Thus
the text said, "Because the female human is bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh, and he will cling to her, and she will
be as his flesh, and he will desire her, to have her with him always." And as it was for Adam, so was placed into the
nature of his descendants...

6. Ramban to Bereishit 2:18
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Gd saw that it would be good for the helpmate to be opposite him, him seeing her, such that they would separate or
join based on desire.

Is Compromise Positive?

7. Talmud, Sanhedrin 6b
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R' Eliezer, son of R' Yosi haGlili, said: Compromise is prohibited, and one who compromises is a sinner... R'

Yehoshua ben Karchah said: It is a mitzvah to compromise... R' Shimon ben Menasya said: When two come before

you for judgment, then before you hear their words, or after hearing but before you know where the verdict leans, you

may fell them, "Go compromise."




Dangerous Pressure

8. Talmud, Ketuvot 62b-63a
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R’" Akiva was a shepherd for Ben Kalba Savua. His daughter saw that R” Akiva was tzanua and good, and she asked

him, 'If | would accept kiddushin from you, would you go to yeshiva?' He replied, 'Yes.'

They eloped secretly, and she sent him to yeshiva. Her father heard, evicted her from his home and vowed that she

would not benefit from his property.

R" Akiva went and sat in yeshiva for twelve years. When he returned, he brought with him twelve thousand students.

He heard an elderly man say to her, 'How long will you remain in living widowhood?' To which she replied, 'If he

would listen to me, he would stay another twelve years!' R Akiva said, 'l am doing this with permission!" He returned

and sat in yeshiva for another twelve years.

When he returned, he brought 24,000 students with him. His wife heard and went out to greet him... When she

reached him, she fell on her face and kissed his foot. His attendants pushed her away, but he said, 'Leave her be;

mine and yours are hers.'

Her father heard that a great man had come to the city, and he said, 'l will go to him, and perhaps he will nullify my

vow.' He came to R' Akiva. R' Akiva asked him, 'Did you intend this vow even if he would become a great man2' To

which he replied, 'Even if he would learn one chapter, or one halachah!'

R' Akiva said, 'l am he." Ben Kalba Savua fell on his face and kissed his foot and gave him half of his assets.

9. Talmud, Berachot 17a
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Rav said to R' Chiyya: How do women acquire merite By having their children read in synagogue and their husbands
learn in the hall of sages, and waiting for their husbands to come from the hall of sages.

The Other Side of the Story
10.  Talmud, Berachot 7a
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R' Yochanan said: Hosting guests is as great as rising early for the study hall... Rav Dimi of Neherdaa said it is
greater!

11.  Talmud, Ketuvot 62b
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Rav Rechumi was regularly before Rava in Mechoza; he would normally come home every Erev Yom Kippur. One day

his learning drew him. His wife was looking, "Now he'll come, now he'll come," and he did not come. She grew

upset, and tears fell from her eyes. He was sitting on the roof; the roof fell away beneath him, and he died.

Important factors for practical cases
12.  Shulchan Aruch Even haEzer 70:1
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What is his obligation in providing her food? She eats and drinks as he does. If her whole family normally eats
extravagantly, he must provide that for her.




13.  Shulchan Aruch Even haEzer 76:5
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A woman may keep her husband from going to distant places on business so that he will not fail to observe ona#, and

he may only go with her permission.

Rama: Even where she permits, he may not delay; one month away, one month at home.

And she may keep him from changing from work which allows frequent onah to work allowing less frequent onah.

14.  Shulchan Aruch Even haEzer 70:2
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Where a husband wishes to give his wife her appropriate food and have her eat on her own, he may, so long as he

eats with her on Friday night.

Rama: Some disagree, contending that he may not tell her to eat alone unless she accepts this of her own will, and so

appears correct to me.

15. Talmud, Ketuvot 61b
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Students may travel to study Torah without permission, for thirty days.

16.  Rashi Berachot 17a
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They wait for their men and permit them to go learn Torah in another city.

17.  Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 228:21
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A vow "on the mind of the community" may not be permitted without their agreement unless there would be a mitzvah

in permitting it.

Rama:... Making peace between spouses, or communal needs, are included in 'mitzvah purpose' such that one may

permit such a vow for them. The same is true for one's livelihood.

18.  Practical points: Plan ahead; Specific problems, broader solutions; Talk; Remember shanah rishonah



