
Sefiras Ha’omer - Overview - Review
שֵׁם 	__________________________________________________

Instructions: Answer the questions. Use the pasukim summaries to jog your memory, if necessary. *Return with parent’s initials on each page reviewed.
[image: ]
1. The Korban Omer - Information
a. The Korban Omer was brought on the second day of Pesach.
b. It consisted of barley, which the Torah considers to be animal food.
c. This korban symbolizes that, before we work on our midos, we are like animals.
2. The Korban Omer - Questions
a. When was the Korban Omer brought?
b. What did it consist of?
c. What does this korban symbolize?[image: ]
3. The Shtei HaLechem - Information
a. The Shtei HaLechem were brought on Shavuos.
b. They consisted of wheat, which the Torah considers to be people food.
c. This korban symbolizes that, after we work on our midos, we become people.
4. The Shtei HaLechem - Questions
a. When were the Shtei HaLechem brought?
b. What did they consist of?
c. What does this korban symbolize?[image: ]
5. The Days Of The Omer - Information
a. The Days of the Omer are the days in which we work on our midos, to become “people,” ready for the giving of the Torah.
b. Also during this time, we mourn for the talmidim of Rebbe Akiva who died.
c. There are forty-nine days of the Omer.
d. The first of these days is the second day of Pesach.
e. The last of these days is the day before Shavuos.
6. The Days Of The Omer - Questions
a. What special job do we have during these days?
b. During this time, for what do we mourn?
c. How many days of the Omer are there?
d. When is the first day of the Omer?
e. When is the last day of the Omer?
7. Counting the Omer - Information[image: ]
a. We count these forty-nine days, toward the giving of the Torah.
b. Counting down is appropriate when that which is being counted is “in the way of” that which is being counting toward.
c. Counting up is appropriate when that which is being counted is “a stepping stone” upon which to reach that which is being counted toward.
d. The Torah is given to us only to the extent that we have prepared ourselves for it during the days between Pesach and Shavuos.
e. Therefore, the days from Pesach to Shavuos are not “in the way,” but are “stepping stones” toward the giving of the Torah. 
f. For this reason, the counting is done from 1 to 49 (counting up), not from 49 to 1 (counting down).
8. Counting the Omer - Questions
a. What do we do on each of these forty-nine days?
b. Counting down is appropriate when that which is being counted is what to that which is being counted toward?
c. Counting up is appropriate when that which is being counted is what to that which is being counted toward?
d. How much of the Torah does Hashem give us?
e. What are the days between Pesach and Shavuos in relation to the giving of the Torah?
f. In what direction is the counting done?
9. The Tragedy - Information
a. The 24,000 talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died in the days between Pesach and Shavuos.
b. They died because they did not show enough honor toward each other.
c. We learn from this that we must show the proper respect and honor to each other.[image: ]
d. The talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died on thirty-three (or thirty-four) of the forty-nine days.
e. They died either 1) on the first thirty-three (or thirty-four) of these days (*opinion of Rammah / Shulchan Aruch), or 2) throughout the forty-nine days of the Omer, except on the six days of Pesach, one day of Isru Chag, six (remaining) Shabbosos, two days of Rosh Chodesh Iyar, and one day of Rosh Chodesh Sivan (*opinion of Tosafos).
10. The Tragedy - Questions
a. What tragedy occurred during the days between Pesach and Shavuos?
b. Why did this tragedy occur?
c. What do we learn from this?
d. On how many of the forty-nine days between Pesach and Shavuos did this tragedy occur?
e. On which days did it occur?
11. Mourning - Information
a. Our minhag is to practice some of the halachos of a mourner on these days.
b. These halachos include: 1) not having weddings, 2) not getting haircuts, and 3) not listening to music / dancing.
12. Mourning - Questions
a. What type of halachos are practiced during these days?
b. Which of these halachos are practiced?
Parent’s Initials _____________                                                                                                 
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