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In many communities, people "take Shabbat early" during the summer
months when nightfall is relatively late and they would prefer to eat their
Friday night meal at a more civilized hour, to have a bit more
after-supper time to learn Torah, go over the sedra, read, go for a walk,
play with the children/grandchildren, etc. There are some halachic
points to clarify about the topic of "taking Shabbat early". Taking
Shabbat early should not be taken for granted. We should know about
its various aspects.

BACKGROUND
The first mishna in ch. 4 of Brachot contains a dispute between the Tana
Kama and R’ Yehuda as to when the deadline for Mincha is. The T”K
says that one may daven Mincha until sunset. R’ Yehuda says that one
may daven Mincha only until Plag Mincha. [i.e. 1¼ "halachic" hours
before sunset. A halachic hour is a twelfth part of the day, calculated
from sunrise to sunset. (There is another way of reckoning the day -
namely, dawn to stars out; we will stick to the sunrise-to-sunset
opinion.)] By extension, the Talmud teaches that the deadline for Mincha
for each opinion is also the earliest time for Maariv, and some other
nighttime mitzvot. The Gemara presents us with an atypical resolution of
this dispute - D'AVAD K'MAR AVAD, U'D'AVAD K'MAR AVAD - he who
acts according to the one opinion, acts correctly, and he who acts
according to the other opinion, acts correctly. It’s ALMOST (but not
quite) take-your-pick. 

Halachically, none of the nighttime mitzvot may be performed before
Plag Mincha. Consequently, one may not "take Shabbat" before PLAG
MINCHA. One may not light Shabbat candles (or Chanuka candles)
before PLAG, nor say Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv, nor make Kiddush.
But one MAY light candles, take Shabbat, daven Maariv, make Kiddush
and begin the first Shabbat Seuda after PLAG - even though the sun is
still in the sky.
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SH'MA
Davening Maariv and reciting the “nighttime Sh’ma” have been
conveniently and meaningfully combined by our Sages, but each of
these two mitzvot has its own rules of timing. Although one may daven
Maariv from PLAG (according to R’ Yehuda), most authorities say that
one does not fulfill his obligation to say the nighttime Sh'ma if it is said
before sunset. (Stars-out is the proper beginning-time for Shma.)
Therefore, those who daven early (after Plag but before sunset) will say
the Sh’ma and its brachot as part of Maariv, but they must repeat the
Sh'ma (all three parshiyot) after stars-out. In other words, when one
davens Maariv before dark (after Plag, of course), he says the full Sh'ma
twice; once, with its brachot, as part of the davening, and a second time
to fulfill the mitzva of reciting Sh’ma at night.

Some object to taking Shabbat early because Sh'ma in its Maariv setting
is not said at its proper time. Although one will repeat it later, this is not
ideal. Furthermore, it becomes too easy to forget to repeat the Sh'ma
after dark.

On the other hand - not that this is a reason for davening early - when
Sh'ma is repeated for the sake of the mitzva (and not just something
said as part of the davening), one has the opportunity to focus on it
more than we tend to do when it is part of davening. Again, this is not to
suggest that this is a preferred procedure; what is preferred is that when
saying the Sh'ma in Maariv, after dark, one still be able to focus on the
mitzva, even though it is also "just part of the davening". Look at it this
way: A benefit of a less-than- ideal situation which you are in anyway.

This Guide and announcements at the end of "early minyan" are your
reminders to say the Shma (and count the Omer) at the proper time. Try
to remind each other in your family and at your Shabbat table, so that no
one will forget these important mitzvot. Taking Shabbat early can be a
positive experience, but not if it results in neglect of a mitzva or two. 

Problem
Since davening Mincha after Plag is fine according to T”K but NOT
according to R’ Yehuda, and davening Maariv before sunset is okay
according to R’ Yehuda but not according to T”K, it is not proper to
daven both Mincha & Maariv between Plag and sunset - neither opinion
is followed in that case.
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Therefore, it is best to schedule an early minyan to begin Mincha about
12-15 minutes before PLAG. This way, Mincha can be said before PLAG
followed by Kabbalat Shabbat and Maariv, after PLAG. This would be
consistent with R’ Yehuda's opinion. To begin an “early Friday” mincha
after Plag is problematic, to say the least, and makes “taking Shabbat
early” less than ideal.

CANDLES
Shabbat candle lighting must be after PLAG, never before. Women
should daven Mincha on their own (before PLAG), light after PLAG, then
go to shul (if they do) for Kabbalat Shabbat. This can be a problematic
situation for some families. 

Important note: Unlike lighting at the "regular" candle lighting time,
when a woman can (according to many poskim) light with a condition
(T'NAI) that they are not taking Shabbat with the lighting, in the case of
"early lighting", Shabbat MUST be accepted with the lighting. (Some say
that if the wife needs a little time after candles and wants to make a
T'NAI, then her husband can accept Shabbat upon himself with her
candle lighting. Ask.)

HUSBAND & WIFE
Does a husband's early acceptance of Shabbat obligate his wife to light
candles and take Shabbat at the same time (or earlier)? Please be
patient and read this section all the way through. Bottom line - if this is a
practical issue for you, consult your Rav rather than drawing your own
conclusion from what you read here. (Children issue is similar, but ask
your Rav.)

There are various sources that say that when a man takes Shabbat early,
his wife must follow suit. This seems to be the general rule, primarily
applicable when the man ALWAYS takes Shabbat early and/or when his
community has only an early minyan. In that case, there is a strong
argument for his being obligated to take Shabbat when his community
does even if he doesn't go to shul on a particular Friday night. (When
one's shul has both an early and a regular minyan, or when a person
lives in a community or neighborhood with many shuls and minyanim,
then it is unlikely that he would be bound to take Shabbat at a specific
time, unless he obligates himself.) 
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TACHLIS: If we take this first approach, that a wife follows her husband's
lead as to accepting Shabbat (there IS another side to this coin - see
further), then he should estimate the time when he will be up to the
Shabbat-accepting part of the davening (some say L'CHA DODI
beginning, some say BO'I V'SHALOM at the end of L'CHA DODI, some
say MIZMOR SHIR L'YOM HASHABBAT - this seems to be the most
popular opinion, but check with your posek, and some say BOR'CHU of
Maariv) and his wife should light candles (and accept Shabbat) shortly
before that time.

Remember: The earliest one can accept Shabbat by candle lighting, by
davening, by verbal declaration is PLAG MINCHA. For example: On a
given Erev Shabbat, PLAG (in J'lem) is, let's say, 5:55pm. A minyan that is
careful to daven Mincha before Plag and Kabbalat Shabbat after Plag
(which is the proper thing to do), will daven Mincha at approx. 5:40pm
and will begin Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:55pm. Depending upon how fast or
slow a minyan davens, how much singing or not it does, it will take, let's
say, 10-15 minutes until the Shabbat-accepting point. When the man
leaves for shul, he should remind his wife NOT to light before 5:55pm
(according to this first opinion), but no later than 6:05pm. Remember,
this was one example; times vary from week to week... and shul to shul.

TACHLIS (part 2) Here's the other possibility. Remember, please, that we
recommend checking this issue out with your LOR. Consider this to be
informational.

There are poskim who write that if a man takes Shabbat early
sometimes, not so much as a commitment but rather for convenience -
likes eating supper earlier, wants to get to sleep earlier, wants more time
to review Parshat HaShavua, read a book... - then his wife is not bound
to follow his Shabbat starting time. What is convenient for him might not
be convenient for her. Others still hold by the first opinion (we shall call
it) as presented above. But there are significant opinions that the wife is
not required to light candles before her husband gets up to the
Shabbat-accepting passage(s) in the davening. 

Even so, it is recommended that the wife should light candles before the
husband returns from shul, so that there is a uniform Shabbat
atmosphere in the home. Again, it is experience with a particular shul
that is required to be able to say, "I'll be home by such-and-such time".
Technically, if the wife is not bound to follow the husband's timing, she
can wait until "regular" candle lighting time, but the Shabbat atmosphere
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issue should be considered. Taking Shabbat early should be an
enhancement of one's Shabbat without any drawbacks to mar its
positive aspects.

KIDDUSH
Shuls that schedule their early minyan's Mincha after PLAG, not only
enter into the contradictory situation mentioned above ("satisfying"
neither the T”K nor R’ Yehuda), but also can run into another problem
(depending upon timing). Once it gets "close" to dark, one should not
begin a meal (nor say Kiddush) before saying Shma. In other words, if
one has not made Kiddush by sunset (maybe even 5-10 minutes before
that?), then he must (possibly too strong a word, try "should" - or maybe
it is "must") wait until dark, say the Sh'ma, and THEN make Kiddush
(thereby defeating his purpose for "taking Shabbat early"). The idea is to
say Kiddush well enough before sunset so that one does not even enter
the time-range of Sh'ma. If people are "sloppy" about this issue, they
make taking Shabbat early less ideal. This is another point of objection
by those who speak unfavorably about the whole idea of early Shabbat.

Technically, if one begins his meal "with halachic permission", he need
not stop for Sh'ma or the Omer (they can be be said/counted after the
meal). However, it is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that when the proper
time arrives, families should interrupt their meals for Sh'ma and the
Omer. This helps prevent forgetting later on, and also has a positive
educational value for family and guests, teaching a high level of care
and concern for Sh’ma and S’firat HaOmer.

Another point to keep in mind... When people say Kiddush and begin
their first Shabbat meal before dark, it is important that the meal - and
the eating of some challah (at least a KAZAYIT) - should continue after
nightfall.

More Problems
Some object to splitting a community by having two minyanim on Friday
night. Others point out potential problems if a whole community takes
Shabbat early and some individual members don't, specifically, lighting
candles and doing other "melachot" after the community accepted
Shabbat. Ask your Rav.

As we've said a couple of times already - Early Shabbat should be an
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enhancement of Shabbat and a fulfillment of Tosefet Shabbat - but
without being careless about Shma, davening, and/or the counting of
the Omer.

This handy pull-out will hopefully make things easier for you. Bring it to
your Shabbat table, use it for Kiddush, the Sh'ma and then for counting
the Omer (during Omer season, that is). Sit for Sh'ma; stand for counting
the Omer. Maybe even read it through with your family and guests and
discuss the whole matter. We should always know how and why we are
doing things.

POINT in FAVOR
The Aruch HaShulchan (R’ Yechiel Michel HaLevi Epstein z"l) introduces
another factor into the equation which adds another positive spin to
taking Shabbat early. He points out that we daven Maariv corresponding
to the HEKTEIR CHALAVIM V'EIVARIM, the slow simmering of fats and
certain parts of the day's korbanot on the Mizbei'ach all night. That's
why we may daven Maariv (which corresponds to this Temple practice)
all night long. But on Friday, the burning had to be done before Shabbat,
i.e. earlier than the rest of the week. By davening Maariv earlier on Friday
evening, we nicely match the corresponding service of the Beit
HaMikdash. (It's not a perfect match because we're beginning Shabbat
at that point, and the Hekteir Chalavim v'Eivarim was specifically before
Shabbat. Also, to be consistent, we'd have to daven Maariv early on
Friday throughout the year, which we don't. But it's a nice point anyway.)

Taking Shabbat early can enhance one’s Oneg Shabbat, as mentioned
earlier, by allowing for dinner to be at a more “civilized” hour, and being
able to have young children join the rest of the family at the table. It can
be an enhancement of Shalom Bayit for a variety of reasons. But it
should not involve compromising the standards of davening and other
halachic matters.

Many communities wait until after Pesach to do early Shabbat (even
though Summer Time starts before - that's the usual situation, but not
this year with Pesach being so early in the season - see Calendar Talk
further in this section). Although Shabbat Shuva is the last Shabbat on
Summer time, this chart ends with the Shabbat before Rosh HaShana,
because most shuls will end their "early minyan" then.

For your convenience, you will find Friday night Kiddush on p.14
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The Early Shabbat Chart
We therefore prepared the chart on the next page to "run" from after
Pesach until right before Rosh HaShana. The times are correct for
Jerusalem. (Adjust slightly for your locale.)

These are the explanations of the times from different columns in the
chart on the next page...

• PLAG

Mincha before this time, highly preferred. Candle lighting, etc. MUST
be after this time. (PLAG time was rounded to the next minute. It is
recommended to "pad" this time with 1-2 minutes on either side.)

• REG

Regular candle lighting time (Jerusalem). This is 40 minutes before
the sunset calculated for an elevation of 825m (and only 35 minutes
before the sunset time which does not take elevation into account).

• NST

Near Sh'ma Time. (This is a made-up time and term, but it has its
purpose here.) Kiddush should (preferably) be said before this time.
This time is 30 minutes after regular candle lighting time, which is 10
minutes before the later sunset time and 5 minutes or so before the
earlier sunset (as referred to in the previous paragraph).

• SHMA

Recommended to say Shma at this time or soon thereafter. (Then
count the Omer.) 25 minutes after the later sunset. (This is earlier than
Shabbat-out time, but usable for Stars-Out for Sh'ma.) As mentioned
earlier, it is not required to interrupt your meal to say Sh'ma - it can be
said afterwards. But it is a good idea. Don't wait until you go to sleep -
it is too easy to fall asleep without fulfilling the mitzva of Sh'ma.

• P

Chapter of Pirkei Avot to be read/learned on each Shabbat. Because
neither the 8th day of Pesach (in Chutz LaAretz) nor the 2nd day of
Shavuot (in Chutz LaAretz) are Shabbat this year, there is no
discrepancy in Parshiyot HaShavua or Pirkei Avot, between Eretz
Yisrael and Chutz LaAretz.



OU Israel Center TT 1039  4  page 10  %  Guide to Early Shabbat 5773

Friday PLAG REG NST SHMA P zay lil

April 5 5:43 6:26 6:56 7:31 1 ipiny
 xnerp.13

April 12 5:46 6:31 7:01 7:36 2 rixfz-rxvn
 xnerp.13

April 19 5:49 6:36 7:06 7:41 3 ixg`-miycw
 xnerp.13

April 26 5:52 6:41 7:11 7:46 4  xen`also see p13
 xnerp.13

May 3 5:57 6:46 7:16 7:51 5 xda-izwga
 xnerp.13

May 10 6:01 6:51 7:21 7:56 6 xacna
 xnerp.13

May 17 6:04 6:56 7:26 8:01 1 `yp

May 24 6:08 7:00 7:30 8:05 2 jzlrda

May 31 6:12 7:05 7:35 8:10 3 gly

June 7 6:15 7:08 7:38 8:13 4 gxw - yceg y`x

June 14 6:17 7:11 7:41 8:16 5 zwªg

June 21 6:19 7:13 7:43 8:18 6 wla

June 28 6:20 7:14 7:44 8:19 1 tiqgp

July 5 6:20 7:14 7:44 8:19 2 zehn-irqn

July 12 6:19 7:12 7:42 8:17 3  mixacoefg

July 19 6:17 7:09 7:39 8:14 4  opgz`eengp

July 26 6:14 7:05 7:35 8:10 5 awr

August 2 6:10 7:00 7:30 8:05 6 d`x

August 9 6:05 6:54 7:24 7:59 1 mihty

August 16 5:59 6:47 7:17 7:52 2 `vz ik

August 23 5:53 6:39 7:09 7:44 3-4 `eaz ik

August 30 5:46 6:30 7:00 7:35 5-6 miavp-jlie
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When the proper time arrives (see chart on previous page), say the
Sh'ma (next page) with KAVANA to fulfill the mitzva of KRI'AT SHMA
BIZMANAH (Sh’ma at its proper time). Also, have KAVANA to restate
your belief in G-d and His Unity, to accept upon yourself the “Yoke of
Heaven” and the “Yoke of Mitzvot” (second passage). For the last pasuk
(of the third passage), have KAVANA to remember Y’tzi’at Mitzrayim
(the Exodus) “all the days of your life” (including nights, as was
mentioned in the Hagada).

The saying of SHMA is a mitzva from the Torah and we should seize the
first opportunity after dark to say it, even if we are in the middle of our
Shabbat meal. Since it is not now being said in the davening, [1] there is
no need to say zn` at the end, since in the context of davening, EMET is
the first word of the bracha that follows the SH'MA, which we attach to
the end of Sh'ma; and [2] we can (should?) say dpnfa rny z`ixw zevn myl
(for the sake of the mitzva of saying Sh’ma on time) before we begin, to
focus our KAVANA.

Re KEIL MELECH NE'EMAN before the Sh'ma. several sources indicate
that this three-word intro to Sh'ma is to "round out" the number of words
in the full Sh'ma to 248 (including BARUCH SHEIM... but not EMET). 248
is the traditional number of parts in the body. "He who says the 248
words of the Sh'ma the way they are supposed to be said, HaShem will
preserve his 248 parts, as it says in Mishlei (4:4), ...SH'MOR MITZVOTAI
VECHYEI, keep My mitzvot and live. G-d says: you keep My 248, and I'll
keep your 248. (When davening with a minyan, the chazan's repeating
aloud HASHEM ELOKEICHEM EMET brings the word-total to 248 and
therefore we do not add KEIL MELECH NE'EMAN to the beginning of
the Sh'ma.)

Women are technically exempt from the requirement of reciting Sh'ma,
but they may (should?) voluntarily say this important 3-parsha recitation.
Among other reasons, SH'MA fulfills "remembering the Exodus", which
women are obligated.

The Sh’ma is presented in Torah font and with TROP for those who
prefer reading it that way. Even if you don’t read the Sh’ma with TROP,
the TROP helps by indicating pauses and which syllable of each word
gets accented.

And between Pesach and Shavuot,
don’t forget to count the Omer (p.13)
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m¤́zi ¦̀ §xE ¼z¦vi¦v §l »m¤kl̈ d́ïd̈§e :z ¤l«¥k§Y li¬¦z§R  |Æm¤Y §x©k§fE F ÀzŸ̀ |
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REMEMBER

On Friday nights from Pesach to Shavuot,
remember to count the Omer after saying the 
Sh’ma. Sh’ma goes first because it is TADIR
(more frequent) and because it is a D’ORAITA
(fulfillment of a Torah mitzva), whereas 
Counting the Omer is less frequent and its
status as D’ORAITA or D’RABANAN in our time 
(without the Beit HaMikdash and the Omer & Two Loaves offerings) is
disputed. Count the Omer with KAVANA, standing...

l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i lM̈ m ¥W §A mi ¦l §W `c̈Eg ¦i §A d"ea d"i m ¥W c ¥g©i §l .Eni ¦g §xE Eli ¦g §c ¦A Di ¥Y §pi ¦k §WE `Ed Ki ¦x §A `Ẅ §cEw cEg ¦i m ¥W §l
:dẍFY ©A aEzM̈ ¤W Fn §M .x ¤nFrd̈ z ©xi ¦t §q l ¤W d ¥U£r z ©e §v ¦n m¥I ©w §l on̈Ef §nE ok̈En i ¦p §p ¦d

d®̈tEp §Y©d x ¤nŸ rÎz ¤̀ m ½¤k £̀i ¦́a£d ÆmFI ¦n z ½̈A ©X©d z ©́x¢g«̈O ¦n Æm¤kl̈ m³¤Y §x©t §qE
E x§R §q¦Y z ½¦ri¦a §X©d ÆzÄ ©X©d z ³©x¢g«̈O ¦n c ©́r :dp̈i«¤i §d «¦Y zŸ ¬ni ¦n§Y zF zÄ ©W r©a¬¤W

:‡d«©l d ̈Wc̈£g d¬̈g§p ¦n m²¤Y§a ©x§w¦d§e mF®i mi ¦́X ¦n£g
:Ed¥p §pFM Epi ¥cï d ¥U£r ©nE .Epi¥lr̈ dp̈ §pFM Epi ¥cï d ¥U£r ©nE .Epi¥lr̈ Epi ¥dŸl'¡̀  ip̈Ÿc'£̀  m©rFp i ¦di ¦e

BEFORE the bracha, know the count
(Count even if you are no longer saying a bracha)

,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi ¥dŸl'¡̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
:x ¤nFrd̈ z ©xi ¦t §q l©r EpË ¦v §e eiz̈F §v ¦n §A EpẄ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀

FRIDAY
April 5

gvp
dxeabay

mFi xÜr̈ c ©g ©̀  mFI ©d
.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e cg̈ ¤̀  ©rEaẄ m ¥d ¤W ipiny

April 12
gvp

zx`tzay
mFi xÜr̈ dp̈Fn §W mFI ©d

.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e zFrEaẄ i¥p §W m ¥d ¤W
-rixfz

rxŸvn

April 19
gvp

gvpay
mFi mi ¦x §U¤r §e dẌ ¦n£g mFI ©d

.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e zFrEaẄ dẄl §W m ¥d ¤W
-ixg`
miycw

April 26
gvp

ceday
mFi mi ¦Wl §WE m ¦i©p §W mFI ©d

.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e zFrEaẄ dr̈Ä §x ©̀  m ¥d ¤W
xen`

See page 13

May 3
gvp

ceqiay
mFi mi ¦Wl §WE dr̈ §W ¦Y mFI ©d

.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e zFrEaẄ dẌ ¦n£g m ¥d ¤W
-xda
izwga

May 10
gvp

zeklnay
mFi mi ¦rÄ §x ©̀ §e dẌ ¦W mFI ©d

.x ¤nFrl̈ mi ¦nï dr̈Ä §x ©̀ §e zFrEaẄ dẌ ¦W m ¥d ¤W xacna

.dl̈ ¤q o ¥n ῭  ,Epi ¥nï §a dẍ ¥d §n ¦A ,Dn̈Fw §n ¦l WC̈ §w ¦O ©d zi ¥A z ©cFa£r Epl̈ xi ¦f£g©i `Ed on̈£g ©xd̈
For the post-counting passages, use your TT Omer Chart or your favorite Siddur
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zay lill yeciw
[...cŸ ®̀ §n aF hÎd¥P¦d§e d ½̈Ur̈ x ´¤W £̀ÎlM̈Îz ¤̀ Æmi¦dŸl‡ ¡̀ `§x³©I©e]

 x¤wŸ aÎi¦d§i«©e a ¤x ¬¤rÎi¦d§i«©e¬i mF©d:i «¦X ¦X

©e E ²Nªk§i©d :m «̀̈ ä§vÎlk̈§e u ¤x ̀̈ d̈§e m¦i¬©nẌ

d®̈Ur̈ x ¤́W £̀ F Y§k`©l §n i ½¦ri¦a §X©d mFÍ©A Æmi¦dŸl‡ ¡̀ l³©k§i©e
 :d «̈Ur̈ x¬¤W £̀ F Y§k`©l §nÎlM̈ ¦n i ½¦ri¦a §X©d mFÍ©A ÆzŸA §W¦I©e

F ®zŸ̀  W ¥C©w§i©e i ½¦ri¦a §X©d mFíÎz ¤̀ Æmi¦dŸl‡ ¡̀ K ¤x³̈a§i©e
F ½Y§k` ©l §nÎlM̈ ¦n Æz©aẄ F ³a i¦́M

:zF «U£r«©l mi¦dŸl‡ ¡̀ ` ¬̈xÄÎx ¤W £̀

:i ©zFA ©x §e op̈Ä ©x §e op̈ẍn̈ i ¦x §a ©q

:o ¤tB̈ ©d i ¦x §R ` ¥xFA ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi ¥dŸl‡¡̀  ‡d dŸ ©̀  KExÄ

EpẄ §C ¦w x ¤W£̀  .ml̈Frd̈ K¤l ¤n Epi ¥dŸl‡¡̀  ‡d dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A FW §cẅ z ©A ©W §e .Epä dv̈ẍ §e eiz̈F §v ¦n §A
mFi `Ed i ¦M .zi ¦W` ¥x §a d ¥U£r ©n §l oFxM̈ ¦f .Epl̈i ¦g §p ¦d
Epä i ¦M .m ¦iẍ §v ¦n z ©̀ i ¦vi ¦l x ¤k¥f W ¤cŸw i ¥̀ ẍ §w ¦n §l dN̈ ¦g §Y
L §W §cẅ z ©A ©W §e mi ¦O©rd̈ lM̈ ¦n Ÿ §W ©C ¦w Epz̈F` §e Ÿ §x ©gä

:EpŸ §l ©g §p ¦d oFvẍ §aE dä£d ©̀ §A
:zÄ ©X ©d W ¥C ©w §n .‡d dŸ ©̀  KExÄ
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BAR YOCHAI
LAG BA'OMER is Motza'ei Shabbat & Sunday, 18 Iyar, April 27-28

Some sing this as a Z'MIRA on the Leil Shabbat before LAG.

:Li ¤x ¥a£g ¥n oFUÜ o ¤n ¤W Li ¤x §W ©̀  Ÿ §g ©W §n ¦p i`g̈Fi x ©A

zeklnui ¦v z̈`Üp̈ ,W ¤cŸT ©d z ©C ¦O ¦n Ÿ §g ©W §n ¦p ,W ¤cŸw z ©g §W ¦n o ¤n ¤W i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤x ¥̀ §R L §W Ÿ̀x l©r WEag̈ ,W ¤cŸT ©d x¤f¤p:i`gei xa

ceqizFxr̈ §n ¦A ,Ÿ §g ©xÄ x ¤W£̀  mFi Ÿ §q©p mFi ,Ÿ §a ©Wï aFh a ©WFn i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xc̈£d ©e L §cFd z̈i ¦pẅ mẄ ,Ÿ §c ©nr̈ ¤W mi ¦xEv:i`gei xa

ced gvpxF` ,mi ¦c §nFl m ¥d dëŸd §i i ¥cEO ¦l ,mi ¦c §nFr mi ¦H ¦W i¥v£r i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xFn LExFi dÖ ¥d Ÿ̀l£d ,mi ¦c §wFi m ¥d cFw §i ©d xF` `l̈ §t ªn:i`gei xa

zx`tzdẍFY cFq ,mi ¦gẅ §x ¤n FA hŸw §l ¦l z̈i ¦lr̈ ,mi ¦gER ©Y d ¥c §U ¦l §e i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xEa£r ©A x ©n¡̀ ¤p mc̈ ῭  d ¤U£r©p ,mi ¦gẍ §tE mi ¦vi ¦v §M:i`gei xa

dxeaba ¤x ¤g §e ,dẍ §r ©X ©d zC̈ÎW ¥̀  z ¤n ¤g §l ¦n §aE ,dẍEa §b ¦A Ÿ §x©f¡̀ ¤p i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .Li ¤x §xFv c¤b¤p Ÿ §t©lẄ ,Dẍ §r ©Y ¦n z̈`¥vFd:i`gei xa

cqgz©N ªB m©B ,W ¦i©l d¥i §x ©̀  i¥p §tE Ÿ §r©B ¦d ,W ¦i ©W i¥p §a ©̀  mFw §n ¦l i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xEW §i i ¦nE i ¦xEWŸ ,W ¦i©r l©r z ¤x ¤zFM:i`gei xa

dpiazFzÄ ©W r ©a ¤W ,mi ¦Wc̈¢g W ¥C ©g §n wFxï e ©w ,mi ¦Wc̈¢T ©d W ¤cŸw §A i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .Li ¤xẄ §w oi ¦W i ¥x §W ¦w Ÿ §x ©Wẅ ,mi ¦X ¦n£g cFq:i`gei xa

dnkgmi ¦Wl §W ,dn̈i ¦p §R Dc̈Ea §k ¦l Ÿ §t ©w §W ¦d ,dn̈Ec §w dn̈ §kg̈ cEi i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xF` ei ¦f g ©W §n ¦n aEx §M §Y ©̀  ,dn̈Ex §Y zi ¦W` ¥x zFai ¦z §p m ¦i ©Y §WE:i`gei xa

xzk,Dl̈ a ©x i ¦M hi ¦A ©d §N ¦n z̈` ¥xï ,dl̈ §r ©n mFx `l̈ §t ªn xF` i`g̈Fi x ©A 
 .L ¤xEW §z Ÿ̀l o ¦i ©r Ÿ §n©p ,Dl̈ ` ¥xFw o ¦i ©̀ §e dn̈El£r ©Y:i`gei xa

l©r mi ¦c §nFrd̈ i ¥x §W ©̀ §e ,L ¤c §nFl m ¥d mr̈d̈ i ¥x §W ©̀  ,L ¤Y §c©lFi i ¥x §W ©̀  i`g̈Fi x ©A
 :Li ¤xE` §e Li ¤O ªY o ¤Wg i ¥WEa §l ,L ¤cFq:i`gei xa
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You might find these charts useful at your Shabbat table -
to challenge children and guests, to learn by heart, to review... whatever

 mixac(5)  xacna(4)  `xwie(3)  zeny(2)  ziy`xa(1)
mixac

opgz`e
awr
d`x

mihty
`vz ik

`eaz ik
miavp

jlie
epif`d

dkxad z`fe

xacna
`yp

jzlrda
gly
gxw
zwg
wla

qgpit
zehn
irqn

`xwie
ev

ipiny
rixfz
rxvn
ixg`

miycw
xen`
xda

izwga

zeny
`x`e

`a
glya

exzi
mihtyn

dnexz
devz

`yz ik
ldwie
icewt

ziy`xa
gp

jl jl
`xie

dxy iig
zeclez

`vie
glyie
ayie
uwn
ybie
igie

 ryedi(6) mihtey ,(7) (a-`) l`eny ,(8) (a-`) mikln ,(9) mipey`x mi`iap
 ediryi(10) edinxi ,(11) l`wfgi ,(12) xyr ixz ,(13) mipexg` mi`iap

ik`ln ,dixkf ,ibg ,diptv ,wewag ,megp ,dkin ,dpei ,dicaer ,qenr ,l`ei ,ryed xyr ixz

 mildz(14) ilyn ,(15) aei` ,(16) z"n` ixtq
 mixiyd xiy(17) zex ,(18) dki` ,(19) zldw ,(20) xzq` ,(21) zelibn yng

 l`ipc(22) dingp-`xfr ,(23) (a-`) minid ixac ,(24) miaezk xzi

zexdh miycw oiwifp miyp cren mirxf
milk

zeld`
mirbp

dxt
zexdh

ze`ewn
dcp

oixiykn
oiaf

mei leah
mici

oivwer

migaf
zegpn
oileg

zexeka
oikxr

dxenz
zezixk
dlirn
cinz
zecn
mipw

`nw `aa
`rivn `aa
`xza `aa

oixcdpq
zekn

zereay
zeiecr

dxf dcear
zea`

zeixed

zenai
zeaezk

mixcp
xifp

dheq
oihib

oiyeciw

zay
oiaexir
migqt
milwy

`nei
dkeq
dvia

dpyd y`x
ziprz
dlbn

ohw cren
dbibg

zekxa
d`t

i`nc
mi`lk

ziriay
zenexz

zexyrn
ipy xyrn

dlg
dlxr

mixeka
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Calendar Talk...
Let's review, clarify, and expand on
what's been said about the 'early'
Pesach this year.

Erev Pesach this year is Monday,
March 25th. The last time it was that
early was in 1899 (on Shabbat) -
that's 114 years ago. Which is 6 x 19.
Not surprising that we are dealing
with multiples of 19, the length of a
Lunar Cycle (a.k.a. Machzor Katan).

The times before 1899 were 1861 (a
Monday, like this year - 38 years
earlier, 2x19), 1842 (a Friday - 19
years earlier), and 1785 (a Friday - 57
years earlier, 3x19).

Go back from there to 19 years
earlier, in 1766. Erev Pesach was
March 24th, the earliest it's ever

been in the Gregorian Calendar, and
the only time with that date. 

Until 1752, Britain and its colonies
(and some other countries, as well)
used the Julian Calendar (and began
the year late in March - right around
the beginning of Spring - coming
very close to the Jewish Calendar's
beginning of HACHODESH HAZEH
LACHEM ROSH CHODASHIM - but
that's for another time).

Many countries had switched their
calendars up to 200 years earlier,
and some countries didn't switch
until much later. We are considering
1752 to be the year of the switch for
what we are writing here.

FYI - Rosh HaShana in 1752 was on
August 29-30. Yom Kippur was
September 18th. The former was O.S.
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(old style - Julian calendar), the latter
was N.S. (new style, Gregorian). 

You know the ditty - 30 days hath
September...? Not in 1752. It had only
19 days. The Julian Calendar
considered the solar year to be
365.25 days long. In fact, the year is
much closer to 365.2425 days long.
The discrepancy might not seem
like much, but over the course of
many years, the Julian date for, let's
say, the beginning of Spring, was 11
days later than the astronomical
date - based on the Vernal Equinox.
In order for the civil calendar to be
more in sync with the solar year
(with the seasons), two things had
to be done. First, 11 days had to be
dropped. In England, etc. the dates
from September 3rd through the
13th had to be removed from the
calendar. They were. And the rule for
leap year had to be modified.
Adding a day (February 29th) every
four years was too much. A slight
adjustment was made. Leap year
occurs every 4 years EXCEPT when
the year ends in 00 EXCEPT if the
year is divisible by 400. In other
words, following the switch to the
Gregorian Calendar, the year 1600
was a leap year, but 1700, 1800, and
1900 were not. 2000 was a leap
year, but 2100, 2200, 2300 will not
be. 2400 will be. And so on.

Of course, Erev Pesach is never
early or late - it is always on the 14th
of Nissan. But we use the terms
early and late to refer to the Hebrew
date's position in the season (which
depends on the solar year rather
than the lunar months). Pesach is
early in the Spring this year. Next
year, 5774, has two Adars, and Erev
Pesach will be April 14th. 

Now let's take a look forward.
Forward comes with a reminder that
any dates in the future are just
'scheduled' to be such and such,
based on the current fixed calendar.
IY"H, when we have a Sanhedrin, the
setting up of the calendar will be
their domain and the method in use
then (past and future) is less fixed
than the calendar we use today.

With that said, Erev Pesach is
scheduled to next fall on March 25th
in 2089, 76 years from now (4x19).
After that, it seems that it will never
happen again. We actually 'tested' a
few hundred years, but it seems that
a slight forward shift in the Jewish
calendar vis-a-vis the civil calendar
makes it no longer possible for Erev
Pesach to be as early in the civil
year as March 25th.

Everything said above about Erev
Pesach can be said about any day
from now through the 29th of
Marcheshvan. Meaning that Lag
BaOmer this year hasn't been this
early since 1899. Same for Tish'a
b'Av. Same for Rosh HaShana and
Yom Kippur, Sukkot... Same for the
22nd of Sivan and the 5th of Elul
(doesn't have to be a special
calendar date). You get the idea.


