mMN OINN NWI - SEXUAL PROHIBITIONS & PERMISSIONS

It makes perfect sense that, at the end of n »nK, the Torah deals with illicit sexual
relations. Shmini dealt with purity and impurity of eating (the kosher laws), while Tazriah-
Metzorah dealt with other ways in which the Jew becomes impure (the nTo» 0713 N7 2%
y1¥n) and what his path back to purity again is. This is followed by the purification of the
Yom Kippur service at the beginning of our Parsha. Now, we move onto our strongest
sensual urge of all, the sexual urge, and told how to channel that too to holiness. It is not
surprising that immediately after these words, the next Parsha begins with the words, DwTp
»yn!

The principal of the Torah is clear. The Torah regards the unit of the nation as family.
Yaakov comes into Egypt — y2) WX — a man and his home'. A man and his home — a family
— enter Egypt. And a nation emerges. In fact, no known civilization has every survived
without this building-block of the family. The Torah directs us therefore to relations
exclusively between a husband and wife. And to make things very clear, the Torah begins the
sexual prohibitions by contrasting this to another collapsing civilization, our Egyptian host
country:

Like the practice of Egypt.... you shall not do’.
And it ends:

Don’t become impure with all of these (sexual prohibitions), for the nations
that I am expelling before you became impure through all of these. The land
became impure, and it visited its iniquity upon itself and the land vomited up
its inhabitant etc.’

The land you are entering is exceptionally sensitive to sexual aberrations, as it is to all
moral behavior. This is a supernatural land that will not yield its bounty for centuries when
non-Jewish nations try to get it to bend to their whims!* You will not survive in Israel for
long if you don’t harmonize yourself to its moral requirements. It will vomit you up.

And is all of this sexual prohibition stuff logical? In the big picture, yes, say the
Sages: If it had not been written, it ought to have been written’. If marital infidelity were not
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explicitly prohibited in the Torah, doves from the book of nature would have taught us this'.
This is not to deny our natural passion. We should recognize our natural if not passionate
desire for all kinds of sexually prohibited relations — and acknowledge that ultimately it is
only our commitment to the Torah which restrains us”. Nor can we get to the bottom of why
this or that relationship is prohibited on us’. We really don’t know, in the end of the day, why
G-d prohibited all the different types of relatives’. We can understand, perhaps why a brother
and a sister and a father and a daughter are prohibited — indeed no sane society permits such
things5 — but what of the others? If there are reasons, they are deep kabalistic ones.’

But what we don’t doubt is that G-d created the moral universe that way — my gosh,
He introduces the sexual prohibitions the way He introduces the Ten Commandments (I am
the Lord your G-d’)- and we ignore them at our peril.

The Torah terms all sexual immorality in generalg, as well as a number of separate
arayos prohibitions’ by the word naywn, a mistaken or even an unnatural and therefore
repulsive act'’, one which Jews themselves did not normally express''. The Torah calls
these laws Mishpatimlz, i.e. readily understood by man, and in particular singles out
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According to Dr Norman Lamm, “These actions are so repulsive in and of themselves, no rationale or
explanation is necessary. Rather, the divine aspect within the human being is automatically and instinctively

repelled by these activities.” (Judaism and the Modern Attitude to Homosexuality)
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homosexuality’. This stand has not been popular in much of history — not with the Greeks and
certainly not in our contemporary society. Perhaps it was in anticipation of this cultural
onslaught that the Torah sought to be exceptionally clear about what its values are.

G-d created our body so that it has a natural capacity to harmonize itself with the
Torah. Our 248 limbs and 365 tendons are but physical correlates of the positive and negative
Mitzvos, says the Meshech Chochma?. The Torah makes reasonable boundaries. It allows us
to eat many foods, forbidding others. It allows us to have male-female relations, but directs
this to the context of marriage®. Man’s sexual urges are particularly powerful, and Jews have
even created whole religions just to justify their need for licentiousness”. Therefore, G-d says
at the beginning of the laws of morality 035~ 'n »N. I am your Creator. [ know your nature,
and I would not give you something that was not perfectly in your interests and within your
capabilities’. G-d continues: And I am the commander, telling you not to act as the Egyptians
have acted, but rather to do my commands for your own benefit, both in this world and the
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Some have pointed out that it is not only Homosexuality which is called by the horrible name naymn
and that we do not seem to react as negatively to people who engage in those other things, including those
who eat treif food. Yet the Gemorrah understands that the word nayyn applies more to homosexuality than to
anything else. The Ben Yehodaya explains why this is so. Firstly,
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See also the Maharsha (Nedarim 51A)
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next. [ have guided you what to do and what not to do, including areas where your urges may
tell you act differently, such as with forbidden sexual relationshipsl.

In the case of homosexuality, the Torah goes even further, calling it a Toeva. The
word nayn is also used for incorrect weights and measuresz, non-kosher f00d3, sacrificing an
animal with a blemish?, bringing a sacrifice with the wages of prostitutions, a woman re-
marrying her first husband after marriage to another®. The term is found most extensively in
the context of idolatry and the unacceptable behavior of the idolatrous nations’. The arayos
called maymn were also acts practiced by the surrounding idolatrous nations®. In fact the first
use of the word to'evah is found in relation to the Egyptian attitude towards eating with Ivrim
(i.e. Yosef's brothers): "For the Egyptians were not able to eat bread with the Jews for that

was a fo'evah to the Egyptians"’.

The Gemara tells us that the word Toevah means Toeh Atah Ba'® - you are making a
mistake through it. You are going astray from the foundations of the creation''. Most of the
Arayos prohibitions have been easily understood by most of mankind through most of time,
acts such as adultery, bestiality, relations with a sibling, etc. A generation which will lose its
moral sensitivity to these things, would rank amongst the most perverted in history.

As Rav SR Hirsch (5-n) — maynn mpnn puts it:

Sexual excess amongst the Canaanite population had not only ceased to be
considered as mayin, but by general custom and the practice of religious cults
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the Torah needs to teach us.
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has received the general sanction and had even become PN, N 1050, as
Isaiah describes the age of a similar general degeneration (7: 72 /9): “They
have changed the Law over to the very contrary,” i.e. they have raised
immorality into a law.

The presumption is that the Jewish people will develop a shared repulsion towards all
those things even should we be so unfortunate to live in the midst of societies who have come
to sanction such behavior. But, the Torah also warns us that acts of sexual immorality are
D>pIN, not obvious to our own logic'. There will be times and places where the local sexual
mores will be so liberal that this will begin to eat away at our own understanding of why
these things are forbidden.

Since the Torah considers marriage to be the only viable vehicle for bringing up
children, it prohibited all other kinds of sexual contact. Similarly, the Chinuch tells us that
homosexuality was prohibited because the world was created to be inhabited, and therefore
acts which lead to spilling of seed without reproduction are generally prohibited, unless they
are a part of the broader marital relationship®.

Man’s sexual urge is so powerful that, without restrictions, women would have
children from multiple and often unknown men. The whole concept of family, of children
honoring their parents, and of parents passing on the Torah to their children, would break
down’. In the case of same-sex relations, married men would also engage in this. This would
undermine family life, leading homosexuals to leave their wives”.

The family structure was chosen by G-d as the main instrument to ensure his Torah
and through which to transmit his holiness. Besides the forbidden act of homosexuality, the
great defect of a homosexual is that he cannot have a family as the Torah defines it. Chazal
tell us:
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G-d chose the family as the primary vehicle through which He would filter His
presence on earth. Not only that, but the family is the defining framework through which a
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person ceases being a private person and connects to the broader Jewish community'. We
need to understand why this is so. Why is marriage so holy? And why can other relationships
not duplicate this? Why is the Parsha of immorality prefaced with the words D pP5N /1 N as
are the Ten Commandments”? Why is licentiousness the defining characteristic of both the
Egyptians and the Canaanites, and why is it guarding just against this which makes us the
holy nation’.

A created being by its nature is incomplete, given that it had to be brought into
existence. Further, G-d created each thing to be completed only as a part of the whole. On its
own, it remains isolated and incomplete. Those things whose nature is to combine with
others, and especially who have a natural partner in the creation, have the potential to move
towards wholeness and completion.* This is the deeper meaning of G-d’s statement:
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And G-d said: “It is not good for man to be alone. I will make for him a
helpmeet against him.”

Targum Unkelos translates 10 N as PPN XD, i.e. this is an uncorrected or incomplete
state. Man, at that stage, was in an intrinsically not good reality for the only being that can
stand alone and yet still in a complete state of unity is G-d himself. Therefore, it had to be
that man would have a partner6.

The animals also needed partners. However, man was first created as one being and
only afterwards was his partner created from him. The animals, on the other hand, were
created as two beings from the very outset’. This is to give man a greater possibility of
achieving unity, given his unique place in the creation'.
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This places man between G-d and the animals. He is not a total unity like G-d, for, as
a created being, he needs a partner. Yet he has a dimension of unity to him, being created one
at the outset and making him more connected to unity, more able to achieve that state of unity
which he began with at the outset”.

However, man’s original unity had its flip side for, although it created unity within
himself, it actually held him back in some ways from uniting with the broader creation.

Originally, Adam was created Napy 953, male-female in one being. Man’s faces, his
inner spirituality, faced the world from every side. Man was complete; there was no back to
man where lack or sin could take place. Man, being complete, had no need to face
him/herself; there was no deficiency, no need for the male/female parts to give to each other
to fill the deficiency; consequently, man faced away from himself. In this state there was no
possibility of imitating G-d by giving to another. Man was simply a spiritual robot. This state
was 2 X2: It was not good for oTN to be alone and maintain the state of independence in
which he/she does not feel the need to relate to others. Initially, Adam thought that the
solution lay in becoming a giver to the animals®. However, uniting with the animals did not
provide Adam with the sense of completion which he needed’. For he might complete them,
but they do not fully complete him. They are non-Sechel creatures, creating an unconquerable
gap between Adam and Beheimah. His completion of them, therefore, only involves some of
his general potential, but not the full force of his human uniqueness. For a perfect match,
Man therefore needed a fellow bar-Sechel, a being that he could connect to with all of his
unique potentials.

The solution to this was to take Adam himself and create two beings from one. Adam
needed to find himself/herself divided so that he would feel he lacked half of himself. The
whole bTX was now being sub-divided into two parts, neither one complete on its own. The
creation of an incomplete being was reflected in the nn79M, the deep sleep, which bwn
caused to fall on Man at the time of the Woman’s creation. Now each half of o7 had a front
and a back. The back represented the missing half, what man lacks in his existing state. DTN
now exists as a potential to be actualized, like the ground he comes from®.

He must now move from being an 0TX to being an ¥X. (According to the N7, YN,
is a higher level than o7N.) To attempt to fulfill himself to become an ¥>X, on his own, is to
self-destruct, to become the unrestrained force of WX (N5t Xowo 1»»N). Only if he takes what
he lacks, NN, can he use that wx to reach w1, to become an WX with a » in it.
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Now there is the possibility of the two halves, both Yow >oya facing each other, of
uniting. Man can only unite with his other half by giving himself over to her (and she to him).
By uniting, man and woman are simply returning to their natural state, i.e. their original
condition. But by actively re-creating this state themselves they are doing a lot more; they
are, in fact, re-creating G-d's original act of the creation of D7N. Just like the original DTN
comprised of a NapPy 953, so too husband and wife form this new unit of y"3. This is the
ultimate imitation of G-d, the creation of Man. (Based on 178 29 5v )70 mawnn).

What emerges is that the goal of creating Man as two beings that would then marry
was unity, not love. The Torah makes this clear. In describing man’s need to leave his parents
and get married, it uses the words dveykus and achdus:
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The reason that G-d first made Adam one and then two was not because he changed
His mind. It was rather that each male and female should have the potential of becoming one,
of cleaving to each other and becoming one flesh. They become one because they were once
one. And when they become one, they are imitating the unity underlining the whole of
creation.

The culminating act of a spiritual, intellectual and emotional unity between husband
and wife, is the sexual act. This act recreates the Adam prior to the split of the first man and
woman — they become one being2. They have finally resolved the tension generated by their
original separation’. Hence the intensity of passion with which it is endowed and the sense of
wholeness and peace it brings in its wake®. Because of its significance, marital relations, is
considered an act of the greatest holiness’ and it brings down G-d’s Shechina into the home
and through it into the world®.

Shlomo HaMelech writes a book on our love for G-d, and His for us. He calls it the
Song of Songs — the ultimate praise. It is therefore called the Holy of Holies’. And that song
uses as a parable the love a husband has for his wife. If you want to know what it means to be
holy, says the Gra, it is to ensure that no blemish will enter the love and desire of a husband
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for his wife at this time'. It is only in this context that one can understand the Torah’s attitude
to non-permissible relationships. It is the principale of the equal and the opposite.

Any relationship not rooted in the unique context which allows for its full expression
is per force to take a holy thing and reduce it to something else. Take a same-sex relationship.
Such a relationship can be very warm and caring, loving and committed. But it can never
achieve dveykus and achdus. Two gays together, remain two people, never one Adam. For the
original Adam was male and female, not two females. Even were such a relationship not
based on licentiousness — rather on the desire to give to each other, it would still not imitate
G-d’s giving. For it would not be the kind of giving that would be achieving a higher unity in
the world. This is an incredible loss of the person’s potential and therefore the Torah forbade
it as not the vehicle through which holiness can be expressed.

The Mitzvos come to transform us. We are not meant to stay as we are, and to give
unrestrained expression to this, especially in the area of our sexual urges. The reason that we
make a bris — a covenant with G-d, is just so that we would sanctify that part of our body as
well. Before the Cheit of the First Man and Woman, this was the most obvious thing. They
were naked — but they saw in their body — including their sexuality — just another instrument
in serving their G-d. “Who told you are naked?* asks G-d after the sin. Le. “who told you
that there is any shame in such a thing?”3 Did I, your G-d, not grant you the power of unity?4
Am I not an active partner in joining and uniting you in a celebration of holiness?’

But the deed was done. Man would now struggle to direct his holy passions in the
right way. The Torah would guide him — these are forbidden and these are permitted. Here is
our parsha — all about Yom Kippur — the holiest of days — ending with that guidance. And
here are the first words next week: »nn 0w TP — “be holy”.
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