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Kiddush & Chillul HaSh-m

A Jew starts his day recognizing that G-d gave him his soul and prepares himself to
give it back to his maker'. Throughout history, Jews of all sorts have died for the sake of their
Jewishness. The deeply moving story of the Ten Martyrs is a central place of the Yom Kippur
dovening. And every Shabbat, with the Torah still in front of us, we talk of 17onW WTIPN M2p
17791 X7 0MN21 DWA NWTR 2D DWI — Holy communities who gave their lives because of Kiddush HaSh-m and
in their death did not relinquish [their commitment to their mission]. When the reporter Daniel Pearl was
beheaded by his Pakistani captives in 2002, his last words were, “I am a Jew.”

The Holocaust brought thousands of inspiring stories — stories of the tenacity of Jews
of all sorts to endanger themselves for the sake of fulfilling the precepts and principles of
Judaism often leading to their death. In Sosnowitz, the Rav of the community, Rabbi Yeshaya
Englard, was put on a list to be deported. At the last moment, the Jewish kapo who had made
the list offered to take Rabbi Englard off the train. But the Rav asked whether he would
substiztute others in his place and, upon receiving a positive reply, insisted on going to his
death”.

Rabbi Joshua Greenwald relates: The fourteen hundred boys who had been
condemned to be sent to the crematorium and were locked up in one of the blocks learned
that [ had a shofar. They began to cry out and plead bitterly that I should enter their block and
sound the one hundred blasts for them in order that they should have the precious mitzvah of
shofar in their last moments. I did not know what to do. For it was a very dangerous situation.
If the Nazis should come suddenly and find me among them, there was no doubt that they
would take me to the crematorium... the lads cried out bitterly, “Rebbe, rebbe, come, for
God’s sake; have pity on us; let us have the merit of this mitzvah, in our last moments.” The
entreaties of the boys did not allow me to rest... I decided not to turn them away empty-
handed. I began to bargain immediately with the kapos. After many entreaties and for a
substantial sum which was gathered together, they agreed to my request. But they warned that
if I heard the gate bell sound, the signal that the SS men were coming, this would mean that
my fate would be the same as that of the boys; for then they would not let me leave the block
under any circumstances.

I agreed and I went in to the boys... After the sounding of the shofar, when I was
about to leave the block, one boy stood up and cried out, “ The rebbe has strengthened our
spirits by telling us that ‘even if a sharp sword rests on a man’s throat, he should not despair
of God’s mercy.” I say to you, we can hope that things will get better, but we must be
prepared for them to get worse. For God’s sake, let us not forget to cry out Shema Yisroel
with devotion at the last moment”

On the eve of Yom Kippur, at sunset time, the Germans took us out for an
“inspection.” Knowing that it was [going to be] a holy day [starting that night], they kept us
there until it was dark so we were not able to eat the morsel of bread which we had hidden
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2 Quoted by Rabbi Joseph Elias in The Jewish Observer, October 1977, Dealing With “Churban
Europa”:

o1-



and put aside to prepare for the fast... we were worried that we would not be able, God
forbid, to fast and to fulfill the mitzvah of the day properly. Kol Nidre night we prayed [in a
secret place,] the same place as we had on Rosh Hashanah. However, on Yom Kippur
morning we were unable to finish. In the middle of Shemoneh Esreh, the murderers broke in,
their weapons drawn. We tried to run away in different directions, but not everyone was able
to escape. Those who were caught were beaten murderously. Ne’ilah we were able to pray in
hidden spots without any disruption... After Yom Kippur our hearts were overjoyed that we
had had the merit of fulfilling the commandment of fasting.... At the time I really understood
what Kiddush Ha-shem was... As I observed the sacrificial spirit of even Jews who had been
non-Observant in the past trying now to fulfill the commandments of God and rejoicing in
fulfilling the will of their Creator...

These were not necessarily observant Jews as Rabbi Greenwald points out. Rabbi
Oshry relates that in the Kovno ghetto, “assimilated” doctors organized services in the
hospitals on Rosh Hoshanah of 5703 (September 12, 1942), risking their lives for the mitzvah
of prayer. The Tanya relates that in history many of the most alienated Jews have given their
lives rather than renounce their Judaism. A spark of faith, deep in the souls of all Jews, is
activated under such circumstances'.

And yet the Mitzvah of Kiddush HaSh-m occupies but four words in the Torah?,

29R7W" 12 1IN "MWTRIT ((MR) 27 23 ®1p™
It is contained in a verse which it shares with the prohibition not to desecrate His name:

41[IJT|7 OW IR 17271 R27(0W)
7?1 means a vacuum. We make that name 777, a lifeless and powerless corpse »3
Yet, despite their brief mention, all of our Judaism ultimately impacts on these two
commandments’. Kiddush HaSh-m in its broadest terms means “any action that makes G-d’s
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2 However, the Mitzvos immediately before and after also have to do with Kiddush and Chillul HaSh-m.
Immediately before, we find instructions to the Kohanim concerning Tumas Mes — for whom may the Cohanim
mourn and defile themselves. These too, says the Abarbenel, have to do with Kiddush HaSh-m, for all of these
laws are a result of the fact that the Kohanim are the standard bearers of the Torah. The laws which come after
Kiddush HaSh-m, those of the Chagim, are also linked, says the Shem MiShmuel, for Shabbos, the Chagim and
Rosh Chodesh each reflect one of the primary issues over which we are expected to give our lives.
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truth more apparent'” and this is achieved every time we do His Will, for we were created for
no other reason — 18712 T12V7 P71 ®121 ®? OTXR1 "3 (Chinuch). This is the source of saying
“Kaddish” after the passing of a close relative; for an intimate encounter with death brings a
person closer to the realization that this world was created by the Almighty and is ruled in
accordance with His will. The surviving relative expresses verbally his humility before G-d’s
eternal sanctity. If this death can help others comprehend G-d’s omnipotence, it surely is a
great zechus for the deceased”.

Chillul HaSh-m is its opposite3 — any action which hides G-d and His truth in this
world is a Chillul HaSh-m. One who does a sin without gaining any pleasure of benefit, but
purely to show his anger against G-d or his rejection of His Torah, is Mechallel Shem
Shamayim4.

This being so, it is not surprising that Rabbeinu Yonah declares that our primary
purpose in this world is to sanctify G-d’s name’. In fact, by keeping His Torah, we, the
Jewish people, are called G-d’s witnesses®. The testimony we are giving is to His very
existence’. It was for this reason that we were taken out of Egypt to become a nation and
keep G-d’s Torah®. Hence the words immediately following 7R "11 712 "NWTPI, read
0'P17R? 037 N7 T™1XN PIRN OINKX R0 020TPN ‘T IR - I am the G-d who sanctifies
you — who (for this purpose) has brought you out of Egypt to be your G-d&.

There is a special level of Kiddush HaSh-m which is called Kiddush HaSh-m BeRabim,
when the Kiddush HaSh-m is done in front of ten Jews'® or with the knowledge of ten Jews'.
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2 Both examples were brought by Rabbi Scheinman, in The Jewish Observer, September, 1980,
“Bikrovei Ekodesh”: The Six Million “Kedoshim”

2D 12D ,N1W0D MXN 202 ,10TP? 2710 01PN2 000 UT'R 21 0T 2D 121001 71 WD N1IX0 - 13PN MX¥Nn 190 3
00 0W 7717 X720 NUDT R?

MW WIAWT ®R?71 (2T V) MR 13971 ... T'DIN?7 1"N121092 113" 2121 ATV X271 12 IR0 'R 1% 7111 4

MWJ M2 1°R1 12Til 172 10027 AKX7" 1T0 ,7'P17R 00 DU NXR 1221 1pW?
X721 11772V AMIKRN 7RI 17 1°RW ,i17"2D OTR AWD WI: MR NUD X7 N8N P21 - 1XPi X0 190
OWN NR 2210 AT 10,00 11371 210 211971 71717 ,0°0217 21,1871

121WN2 1927117 127" ®?1, 7117177201 221 2172 ‘T 2171 11D "2 271N 1K1 NP ‘0 1 00 N2101 00 1317 1127 5
1121°"1 2T12 111200 AND1 T TNKXR1 2210 TR 00 21771 UND7? 1110192 0737180 'R 277 11771127 1K1 .17 1101
IRT2110TR? T3 — 0Y? 17 N2 101277201 N113N021 10717103 7130 000 UTRW a0 IR0 '3, 000 IR UTp?
INXRIW MD ,WTR N1°12 027X 712N" 0l "197 0l 0°T2100 077230 1wl ,0°WTR "0 Ten 1°0°0 "1XR7,1100
XR1PNA W91 11INKW 171011 '3 ,1"2N? 727 00 .02WTPN DU "IR 2R7TW* "12 71N "UTRIN "UTP 00 NXR 17711 X721
i

Our Sages said that the sin of Chillul HaSh-m is the greatest of transgressions
And now reflect on how great is our obligation to sanctify G-d’s name, for the main
reason why G-d sanctified us with His Torah and Mitzvos to be a nation to Him is in
order to sanctify Him and to be in awe of Him ...
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(The verse says, “?®R1W" "1 7IM2” — which means in public — 1"0i1791.) In fact, any time a
Jew is being asked to publicly & purposefully desecrate Judaism, he is required to give up his
life instead. This applies at all times and for any mitzvah®. (Although strictly speaking, this concept
of Berabim needs specifically ten Jews, the concept extends to acting also in front of non-Jews".)

Jewish law states that one has to give up one’s life whenever someone demands that you
commit one of the big three sins: Idolatry, murder and adultery®. If, for example, someone
will hold a gun to your head and say, “Either you kill so-and-so or I will kill you,” the person
should rather be killed than transgress.” These three commandments are so fundamental, that
transgressing them gives the appearance that he is denying G-d’s existence’. Wherever a Jew
does not give his life when he is supposed to, he has profaned G-d’s name’, Since Kiddush
and Chillul HaSh-m are largely opposite Mitzvot, one who gives his life for this, has done an
act of Kiddush HaSh-m®. If this is in front of ten Jews, then this is called Kiddush HaSh-m
Barabim, which is the Mitzvah of our parsha - %oxIW" 11 1M1 "NWTPIT — one of the
holiest things a Jew could do'.
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5In fact, even if faced with a demand that one either hand over one person to be killed or face mass slaughter,
one may not choose someone to be killed:
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For who is he to determine the relative values of different lives:
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However, the Gemorrah gives a specific reason for murder — ‘who is to say that your blood is redder than
his:
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Alternatively, such a person fulfills a mitzvah of Ahavas HaSh-m:
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For all other Mitzvos, one does not have to give one’s life. So, for example, if
someone says, “Eat pork or I will kill you,” the person should definitely eat the pork and save
his life. But, there are circumstances where even here one would be required to give one’s
life. Such an example would be where a non-Jew demands that one do a transgression
publically for the sole purpose of getting one to abandon one’s Torah heritagez. Another case
is a situation called Gzeiras Shmad. This is a time when the ruling powers try to wipe out all
of Judaism. In such circumstances, any attack on even the smallest of halachik details
becomes an attack on the whole of Judaism. When this happens, Torah law demands that one
give one’s life for any demand to infringe on even an established custom’. Even in private he
should give his life*.

All Jews are required to prepare themselves for the possibility that they too may be
faced with giving their lives for G-d. Twice a day we say in the Shema, 7031 7211 and again,
03Ww9) 2231 — that we are willing to serve G-d with our whole souls —i.e. by giving our very
lives. And every time we do think so, G-d counts it as if we have done this’. When he would
say those words, Rebbi Akiva used to paint vivid pictures of giving over his life W1T'p 2D
0wi. He would put himself through sacrificing his life for G-d every morning and every
night. When he was finally faced with the Romans flaying his flesh to death, he was ready®.

These laws are not theory. Tens of thousands of Jews faced the Inquisition, and were
faced with death or conversion. The Jews in Iran faced the same horrible, horrible dilemma.
Some Jews chose to become Marranos, or in Iran, Mashadis. The law is clear. Even if one
maintains one faith in one’s heart and practices Judaism secretly, one has still desecrated
G-d’s Name by showing the oppressor that one has in fact agreed to their religion’. Yet, who
of us can stand in the shoes of those who gave in. Who of us can even imagine how we would
have handled such a situation, and whether we too would not have gone for this ‘noble
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compromise'. Someone who is faced with imminent torture to convert out of Judaism and
who feels that he will not handle this, may commit suicide'.

Just before they were killed by the Nazi’s, Rabbi Avrohom Grodzinsky,
Mashgiach of Slabodka, Rabbi Elchonon Wasserman, together with their students,
were in the same ghetto. The execution date had arrived and they spent their last
hours together. Rav Grodzinsky asked Rabbi Wasserman to deliver a Talmudic
discourse on “Kiddush Hash-m,” the commandment to sanctify the Name in death.
Rabbi Wasserman was surprised at first, but he acceded to the request. When he was
finished, Rabbi Grodziensky delivered his last “mussar” (ethics) discourse, and the
group surrendered their souls from a spiritual summit far above the Nazi ability to
profane.

Rav Elchonon Wasserman’s last moments were recorded by an eye witness, Rabbi
Efraim Oschry of New York:

“In Heaven they seem to consider us great tzaddikim, for it seems that we have
been chosen to atone with our bodies for Klal Yisroel. If so, we must repent,
sincerely and fully, now, on the spot. Time is short. We must realize that our
sacrifice will be a more perfect one if we hallow ourselves. In that way, we will
save the lives of our brothers and sisters in America. Let none of us think an
impure thought which would render us unfit as a korban. We are now able to
fulfill the greatest of mitzvos... ‘You scorched her with fire, and with fire You
are destined to rebuild her.” The very fires that consume our bodies are the
fires that will rebuild the Jewish nation”.”

Over 20,000 Israeli soldiers have died for the sake of the Jewish nation. Millions died
in the Holocaust because they belonged to that nation. Millions of others went to their death
for the same reason. Jewish law regards all of these people as dying a holy death. Even
though he was unwittingly the vehicle of Kiddush HaSh-m, he is still considered to have
fulfilled the Mitzvah in all its glory. This kind of “Passive” Kiddush Hash-m we learn from
G-d’s declaration of “Bikrovei Ekodesh” in regard to Aharon’s sons Nadov and Avihu.
Through suffering Divine retribution, they become instruments of Divine revelation. 0T
171X And Aharon was silent: “He found comfort in the Kiddush Hashem that resulted from
their death®.”

But there is a question. In order to have a mitzvah, a Jew must have intention that he
is doing the Mitzvah. How then does a soldier who may have known nothing of such a
mitzvah get it anyhow when he dies for the Jewish people?

Abraham was the father of the Jewish people. He was certainly willing to give his life
for G-d. And he reached the level where he was willing to go further — to give his child’s life
for the sake of G-d. Had he died and not Yitzchak there would still have been a Jewish people
— there would have been someone to take Abraham’s great spiritual achievements and carry
them over to the future generations. But, with Yitzchak gone, everything would be gone. Yet
Abraham would kill his son — lose everything - for the sake of G-d.

Yet Abraham was never to express his commitment in action. His pure intention
remained in the realm of thought only. Or did it?

0'W1TP 117012 TIMD? ONUT 1210 170 ONXDY 1UNU0 0°WITR 11IRT 2 ‘0 P”N0 NNl 2121 :R TP 771" 170 !
11°RWU 0'P21N W' DW 01 NTIRI 2N2 12" N”7R WA 1”21 21712 121 172 1R™ANT 21RWN 1XR™711 0i1 T*11M)
272D ?IRNW WD MIV IR 11717 2137

2A slightly different version of the events and Rav Elchonon’s speech is recorded by Rabbi Oshry, in
Churban Lita (New York, 1952).

3 Rabbi Scheinman, in The Jewish Observer, September, 1980, “Bikrovei Ekodesh”: The Six Million

“Kedoshim”
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Every time a Jew died because he was a Jew, Abraham’s pure intention gets attached
to his action. His pure intention entered so deep into the souls of his descendents that their
essence indeed fully commits and intends for this act'. One the other hand, Yitzchak put in
the depth of our souls the ability to go through with such sacrifice, wherever it was
necessary”. A new partnership is born.

Jews have shown historically that they are prepared to die like Jews. But we are also
required to [ive like Jews. As Jews, we represent G-d’s people on earth. The Rambam says
that there is no middle ground where one may choose to die even though the halacha does not
require this. Either one has to give one’s life or one is not allowed to. According to the
Rambam, a person who gives his life voluntarily is committing suicide®. TNA "M - we are to
live by the Mitzvos and not die for them®. Although many agree with the Rambam’, the
Shulchan Aruch allows a person to be machmir and give his life if he so desires, even when
he does not strictly have to.° This is surprising, for, if the Rishonim argue about this issue,
we should be strict, as we always are in issues of life and death, in favor of life. However,
Kiddush Hash-m is different: its whole essence is to give one’s life’.

Seen in this light, many of the stories of the Holocaust are a celebration of life. It is
not only those who died with courage that we must remember, but also the myriads of
phenomenal instances of Jews who clung to life, and to G-d’s Mitzvos in life under the most
horrendous of conditions -- the fierce resistance to the Nazi program of psychological
humiliation and degradation visited with special relish upon the Reich’s Jewish victims.
the magnificent ... courage ... of believing Jews who summoned up an unbelievable and
invincible dedication to G-d, to Judaism, and to life itself. They tapped that mysterious and
mystical reservoir of the Jewish spirit which has been the Jew’s surest promise of survival.
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Still, the Rambam would agree that one has to give up all one’s possessions rather than
transgress any negative prohibition in the Torah.

In addition, a great man who believes that the generation requires his example of
sacrifice would be permitted to give his life even when not strictly required to do so:
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The faith of the Jew in his G-d and his Torah and his people was pitted against the diabolical
archenemy ... And this faith often- remarkably often!- triumphed over the demons unleashed
in this “enlightened” century. ... The Nazi’s secular messianism went up in flames in
Berchtesgaden while Jews still proclaimed their confidence in the coming Messiah. What is
most remarkable, to the point of taxing credibility, is the staggering psychological stamina
and spiritual invincibility of those Jews who sought guidance in Halakhah (Jewish law) from
their few remaining rabbis. Questions (she’elot) on fine points of Jewish law were directed to
a scholarly rabbi, and answers or responsa (teshuvot) were offered. Dedication to Torah was
expressed not in the abstract, but in the minutiae of daily life even in extremes. ... People
stood ready to offer up not only their own lives but even the lives of their only surviving
children if this was the decision of Halakhah. The ancient Akeidah motif- the sacrifice of
Isaac by his father, Abraham- was played out in all its terrible magnificencel .

At the Eichmann trial, Zalman Kleinman testified to an incident indicating the
interpretation of yhoreg ve’al ya’avor as it applied to prayer, which was given, not by the
Sefer haHinukh’s “great and wise man,” but by a young boy at Auschwitz.

One day I was lying on my bunk in the children’s block at Auschwitz, and I saw one of
the officials of the block coming with a thick rubber truncheon to beat someone. I jumped off
my bunk to see whom he was going to beat. Beatings were given for every “sin,” and the
number of blows was according to the severity of the crime. This was the first time the rubber
truncheon was used. Generally they would use a stick, which often would break in the middle
of the beating... I wanted to see how the rubber truncheon worked; perhaps someday I would
meet up with it myself. The official approached one of the bunks. The boy who was there
already knew what was in store for him... He bent over and the beating began. The rest of us
watched and counted. The boy neither cried nor screamed, he did not even sigh. We
wondered, we did not understand what this meant. The count passed twenty-five -- this was
the usual maximum number of blows. When the count reached forty, he began to beat the boy
on the head and feet. The boy neither sobbed nor cried out- a fourteen —year-old boy- and he
didn’t cry.

The official finished fifty blows and left wrathfully. I remember a tremendous red welt
on the boy’s forehead made by the rubber truncheon. We asked him what he had done to
incur the beating. He replied, “It was worth it. I brought some siddurim to some of my friends
so they could pray. It was worth it!” He said not another word. He got up, returned to his
bunk and sat down’.

Jacob Frankel, an accountant, describes what transpired in Buchenwald:

Do not think that the most expensive commodity in Buchenwald was bread. My
experience taught me that there was a much more valuable kind of merchandise there- a pair
of tefillin. I myself took part in a transaction involving the extraordinary price for a pair of
tefillin of four complete rations of bread. To tell the truth, this was a partnership ventured in
which all of us, the hasidim of Gur, were involved. We who had resided on “tier number
four” of the block were the purchasers. A Ukrainian kapo, a pogromchik like all of them, was
the seller. We had reached Buchenwald in transport directly from Auschwitz. This was in the
last stages of the war, when people were sent not only to Auschwitz, but also from it to other
concentration camps. At the selektion, which had been made in the in the shadow of the
crematoria, everything had been taken from us. There was no opportunity to smuggle a single
pair of fefillin. What were we, this hevrayah of Gur hasidim gathered together on this
uppermost tier of the wooden bunks, to do now? How could we hold fast without zefillin?...
God helps! A Ukrainian kapo had stolen a pair of tefillin from the SS storehouse and was
prepared to sell them- for no less than four rations of bread...

... In Buchenwald, to give up four rations of bread meant dying within a week or at
most two. Nonetheless, I went to the kapo and informed him I was prepared to give him two

' Rabbi Norman Lamm, introduction to “The Holocaust and Halakhah” by Irving J Rosenbaum

2 .
Ibid
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rations as a down payment. He refused and wanted the full payment in advance. So another
hasid, Abraham Eliyahu Weiss, an Aleksander hasid who came from one of the ghettos near
Lodz, became my partner. It took several days until the two of us were able to save up four
rations of bread. But the kapo kept his word and brought us a small pair of tefillin wrapped in
paper. We quickly inspected them and then prayed in them with an ecstasy which it is
impossible ever to experience again in our lives'.

But Kiddush HaSh-m beckons not only in the impossible scenarios of the Holocaust.
It is a factor in the most mundane of our everyday lives”. Every Jew represents the Jewish
nation by his actions — he and his nation are judged by the world on everything he does. The
NY Times will be sure to report as headlines all significant misdemeanors that any Jew in
New York does. And the world will be sure to read and relish every word! A Jew must go
through life knowing that his every action — whether he pushes or helps the little old lady
across the street — is being watched. The Mitzvos of Kiddush and Chillul HaSh-m are a daily
battle we have with our inner selves to do the right thing®. And that is just why the Rambam
mentions these Mitzvos in a section called “Law of the Fundamentals of the Torah” ( *211
171NN "T107), together with basic beliefs in G-d, Moses’ prophecy and the like".
The more of a Jewish leader the person, the greater the demands on his behavior.

Every enhanced degree of mental and spiritual superiority demands a higher degree of
conscientiousness’. Rabbis, (or any Jew who is seen by others as a standard bearer of Torahﬁ),
are required not to do anything which could be interpreted as prohibited, even if, in fact, it is
actually permitted7 or which would cause people to raise eyebrows and ask how someone like
that could be doing such a thing®. Such a person should always pay for all purchases
immediately, to avoid suspicion that he is not paying, he should speak sensitively and in a
friendly manner with everyone and he should avoid getting into arguments’. Rashi states that
any action by someone of enough stature from which others learn to do the wrong thing is a
Chillul HaSh-m'".

Clearly identified Jews are always modeling behavior for others — and therefore it is not
good enough that they keep out of trouble. They have to be a source of inspiration through

1 .
Ibid, pp. 79-80.
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exemplary behaviors'. This is especially true for Torah-observant Jews. All such Jews are
seen by the broader world as the standard bearers of the Torah. Any Chillul Hashem they
cause causes others to keep far away from the Torah?.

How far [the Jewish people] are from the erroneous opinion which is ready to grant
every upward step of intellectual greatness a greater dispensation from having to keep the
laws of morality’.

The greatest Chillul HaSh-m today is the fact that most of the Almighty's Chosen
Nation does not keep His Torah®. The hemorrhaging of the Jewish nation through
assimilation and intermarriage is a shocking indictment of the lack of spiritual genius that has
been so characteristic of our nation’. Faced with this tragedy, we are all charged with
providing the inspiring example to others - the non-commitment of others implicates all
committed Jews in Chillul HaSh-m as well. Non-Jews — both our supporters and detractors —
have certainly noticed this and commented’. Alternatively, when someone decides to do
Tshuvah and to keep his N1, it is a great act of Kiddush HaSh-m®.
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7 #A Palestinian Arab told a friend of mine that the Jews can no longer claim that the land is theirs
through the Biblical promise by G-d to our forefathers. For, clearly by not observing that Torah, the Jews
have rejected the legitimacy of the source.

* I once heard Senator Daniel Inouye, a great friend of the Jews rebuke a Jewish crowd for not
sufficiently observing the Torah and being a Light unto the Nations.
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Even Jews who think that they are ‘let off the hook’, that they are too non-Observant
for their actions to be looked upon, are making a mistake. ?R1W" "12 71N "NWTP1 - [ should
be sanctified in their midst — It has to be a real actuality in the Jewish people'. The broader
world sees them as Jews, and judges them by a higher standard — and rightly so. As someone
once put it, “nobody cares whether Golda Meir wears a sheitel or not.” She represented the
Jewish people as do all Jews. A Jew is never a private individual. He is never off duty as a
Jew. He is forever poised to make a fantastic sanctification — and to take a great leap of
holiness himself *- or the most terrible of Chillul HaSh-m’s.
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