DWTR Nw1o - BE HOLY

The Jew is charged not only to be good, not only to be pure, but to be holy, to cleave
to G-d". Every time we do a Mitzvah we say the blessing PYI¥n2 1P WN — (He) Who has
sanctified us etc. Judaism in fact goes further — it claims that one cannot be truly good if one
is not also holy. Before the Jews could receive the Torah at Sinai, they made a covenant with
G-d. G-d says to the Jews, “Be a kingdom of priests (0>n> n3Y9nn) and a holy nation ( »»
v11p)!”* This then is who we are — or try to be. We are not trying to be the most brilliant, get
the most Nobel prizes or be the wealthiest. We are trying to be holy.

G-d gives a reason for His demand that we be holy — »~X vy1p »> — “for I am holy”. On
the one hand, »»X v17p »> means that “I am holy” — and not you - you are not being asked to
be holy like Me — for this would be an impossible request’. But on the other hand, I am
telling you that because I am holy, so can you be — for you are made in My image. The way
that my holiness is reflected in this world is through you®.

Our job is to connect everything back to G-d’ and G-d invested enormous power into
us in order to be able to do this. The verse says MmN waid DTN 0N NNWI PIRI N9 — It
does not say that the Neshama was a Nefesh Chaya for man — 07x5, but rather that, through
the Neshama, man was Nefesh Chaya for the whole world. Man became the internal soul of
all the universe!® It places him squarely at the center of the creation. The Jew, though he may
seem like an insignificant speck in the cosmos, is really its primary mover and shaker’. Man’s
actions, even the smallest gestures, turn out to have cosmic implicationsg. Man can relate to
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all of the cosmos and elevate it because there is something inside of him which is the parallel
to all that is outside of himself'.

And what does that mean?

We picture the holy saint as a solitary figure, fasting and meditating, sitting on top of
some snow-clad mountain in his flowing white garments. But this is a mistake. This is
someone who has given up on the world — an aesthete — not a holy person. In fact, in his
isolation and refusal to engage the messiness of this world — our mountainous saint is
somewhat of a sinner. ”A man is destined to give an accounting on everything which his eyes
saw, and which was permissible to him, and he did not partake of it".”

We know this from the first Jew, Avraham Avinu. Avraham Avinu failed to become
as great in esoteric (Kabbalistic) wisdom as Chanoch, Shem, Ever, Noach and others®. He
sacrificed this type of spirituality in favor of becoming a giving person par excellence — both
to the physical and spiritual needs of mankind®. But, it is a messy business, running out and
washing off the dust of idolatry from the feet of strangers, running — the pain of circumcision
at its acute stage — to slaughter three cows. It is not conducive to the soaring heights of
holiness. And yet, when G-d came to choose the father of the Jewish people, it was not from
these kabbalistic others. Avraham’s giving WAS in fact just the holiness that G-d was
looking for”.

Avraham himself was absolutely clear about this. “G-d has tens of thousands of
angels already”, he reasoned to himself. “He doesn’t need another one.”® He found himself
in the middle of a prophetic revelation with G-d when the three guests arrived’. Without
hesitation, Avraham broke off the prophetic conversation and rushed to serve the idolaters®.
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Reflecting on this, the Sages declared: n»>5wn »9 NYaAPN OXNNN NDIdON NIT) — hospitality is
greater than receiving the face of G-d Himself'. Engaging the world is holier than having
private conversations with G-d. This is the Jewish message to the world!*

During the prayers, we say three Kedushas. We start off by holding the Angels up as a
model for own aspirations of kedusha3.But, then we move on; we face G-d directly in the
Shmoneh Esreh. After all that holiness, we then prepare ourselves to bring the holiness into
the world through the Kedusha deSidra®. This is the Kedusha which comes into the messy
world even as it exists now, to allow us to correct that world and elevate it. Here we are way
ahead of the Angels, way ahead of where they can ever be’. We therefore say this Kedusha in
Aramaic, so that the Angels will not understand and be jealous of us®.

This idea, that we need to be a part of the world, is emphasized by the halacha that all
Kedushas we say in prayer require a minyan - a community — 77vyn 7N NYITRAY 917 PN.
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This Kedusha is rooted in the recognition that G-d is the source and sustenance of everything, something also
the Malachim understand.
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The community and not the individual produces the holiness'. It is for this reason that our
Parsha of o>wyTp was said to a gathering of the entire nation. Only by attaching ourselves to
the Jewish nation — to the collective gathering of all G-d’s life-giving energy to the nation,
can we achieve true holiness®.

Our portion begins with the words — 10 ©wYTp — “be holy’!”, and mentions this idea
twice more in our portion. The first time has to do with man’s basic sensuality; the second
with idolatry — beliefs of the mind and holiness of thoughts®, and the third with food’.
Apparently, holiness lies in engaging our most basic urges (sex and food) and our most
cherished beliefs (idolatry). It is not a surprise then that the conjugal act between husband and
wife is regarded as one of the holiest things we can do®, and that the Mesilas Yesharim brings
the example of eating and hence sanctifying food as the example par-excellence of a person
attaining the highest level of service to G-d’. Do we not see the Torah telling the Cohanim —
and often the owners - to actually eat of the sacrifices to provide them with their sanctity?8

In earlier chapters of Vayikra, we learned of the concept of purity. Impurity is caused
by a loss of spiritual potential’. Purity is the restoration of that potential'’. Above the concept
of purity is the concept of holiness. The MV — the pure person — engages the world as
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® For example, a woman's menstruation is a signal of the loss of potential fertilization of that month’s egg cell
or ovum, which could have led to another human life

% In the example of a Nidah, her Tahara signals her restoration of readiness for the fertilization of a (new) egg
cell.
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necessity. He would rather not. He wants to keep his potential intact'. Holiness is the
actualization of that potential. The vyT1p actively looks to engage the world?. Therefore, the
concept of holiness applies uniquely to man. It is true that objects can be sanctified — but this
holiness is bestowed by man; and not every man, but Torah-observing man. It was the power
of the Torah that empowered us to take an object and turn it into a M¥N YW N¥9N, an object of
holiness!” The food without the man has no holiness. It is only man whose proper eating can
raise up the food and turn his eating into a holy act®. On this earth, only man himself can have
intrinsic holiness’. The amazing thing is that man is invested with the possibility not just of
using the world as an instrument of his own growth but to raise up the world as he rises
himself®. This is what it means when the Sages say that the stones united under Yaakov’s
head and each one said, “Let the Tzadik place his head on me’.”

And from where do we draw the power to be G-d-like — to sanctify the material
world? It takes enormous power to redeem the sparks of holiness in each object; it takes a
razor-sharp focus to direct that connection back to G-d®. One cannot raise something up to
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Kedusha if one is controlled by it'. Addressing this concern, G-d assures us: »N ¥\Tp » - [
have put in you the power to reach into the physical world and raise it up. I have chosen you
to do this’. You take the first steps and 1 will do the rest’.

Really the word nv»Tp means to be set aside and dedicated to something. So, for
example, when a man marries a woman and says > nUTPN NN N — behold you are
sanctified to me - it means that she is set aside exclusively for him*. The act of sanctification
on our side is the preparation and readiness to receive this holiness from G-d. Like a woman
to her husband, we set ourselves aside to be exclusively dedicated o G-d and the result is
holiness. We initiate — we reach out — and G-d responds. G-d, in fact, set up the world in
such a way that He responds to us’. David Hamelech goes so far as to call G-d our shadow -
TID T OY ToN 1.° The holiness of Shabbos, for example, is achieved by our preparations for
Shabbos and thereby entering the time-zone of that holiness. This is what the verse means
when it says onwTpnm - you should prepare yourselves — and the result will be ©n»m
w11 — that you will be holy’. I, your G-d, will strengthen my bond with you in response to
your connecting with Me.

The Mitzvos are the most obvious actions we do to affect holiness in this world®. But
even Mitzvos can be perverted. One can be strictly kosher, says the Ramban, but still eat like
a pig. One can observe all the laws of family relations, and yet miss out on the deep
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spirituality inherent in husband and wife conjugal relations. One can be technically within the
bounds of the halacha, and use that to justify all kinds of animal-like behavior. One can be a
halachic-show off, or someone infused with a false sense of righteousness. The Mitzvah fo be
holy comes to permeate and inform all others'. Because of this, none of the authorities count
the Mitzvah to be holy as one of the 613 Mitzvos — it is a mb>5aw Mmyn, a Mitzvah which
gives the right spirit to every other Mitzvah. It insures that our halachic actions radiate the
spirit of the Torah — are infused with holiness”.

Perhaps this explains why all of the ten Commandments are hinted at in our Parsha’;
it is as if we go through all the fundamentals of the Torah again4, now infusing them with
holiness. To be truly Sinai Jews we have to not just act out the Mitzvos we received there, but
to model the holiness of that awesome occasion’. And in fact the Jews gathered to receive
this commandment as they did when they first received the Ten Commandments®.

But we are not only holy when we do the Mitzvos. Holiness must also infuse our
every action. All are covered by the huge embrace, this meta-command of being holy’. With
this Mitzvah, the scope of our responsibility is dramatically widened. »ynn DT requires
we not only engage things that are obviously there for us to sanctify, but that we also discover
Kedusha where none reveals itself obviously, where we are not clearly directed by the
halacha.
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It cannot be that G-d intended that we wait until we have something that we formally
call a Mitzvah before acting with holiness. For most of our day is not mitzvah-defined! It
cannot be that all that G-d demanded of the holy nation was that they punctuate their day with
a few discrete actions and for the rest we are free to play in the playground that is earth. Be
holy! Infuse all your day, especially those things in the vast space between one Mitzvah and
the next!

The key, says the Ohr Gedalyahu, is the tiny act. We have to regard nothing as trivial
— nothing as incapable of being infused with holiness'. The Jew sees everything as having
potential - every smile, every thought, every morsel of food, every gesture honoring our
fellow-man — all are fraught with cosmic implications.

As always, the Torah provides us with models; in this case Yaakov Avinu. Yaakov’s
dream was G-d’s lesson to him on how to handle this big, messy world and turn it all into
Kedusha. Fourteen years of complete isolation, immersed in Torah, was great preparation.
First one must separate, become holy, master oneself and only then go out”. Now he goes out
to Charan, 17N 79- to DY Yw N, i.e. the affairs of this world*,

Yaakov is at first a little confused, bumping into a seemingly impenetrable wall of
the material world (oypna ¥»9"). How does one plunge into such a thing, take it and use it
without being consumed?’ G-d answers him by showing him the ladder, how one begins from
this world: N¥X 2¥W 09D, and rises through and with all this into the heavens®. The Angels
(the Tzadikjm7) went up and then went down, 12 ©>719 0, and not the other way around
as might have been expected. Kli Yakar says that Yaakov learned from here that the action to
create holiness is in the nitty-gritty of this world, and this is where the Shechinah really lies®.
Yaakov wakes up and says >nyT> XD N MmN ©IPNA 'N ¥ 19X, behold I did not realize before
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that this world is full of G-d, and that each moment of dealing with it is precious'. He is now
able to elevate every foot that he places on the ground2 — 279 931 Py’ XN and he walks
D7 »a N¥IX whose first letters stand for wTp 192 NN, i.e. the sanctification of passion and
desire®.

Our Parsha always comes between Pesach and Shavuos. Pesach, as we know is our
separation from Chometz — as we embrace the Matzah and allow G-d to fill us up. G-d says
explicitly that the purpose of this is to serve Him so that we can become holy:

D2V 72 5172277) ©ONINRD DI NPNY DINN NIND DINN NOYNN 1IN D

But then we are told that Matzah is not a final ideal. We already see indications of
this at the Seder. We break the middle Matzah and say the Hagadah only on the smaller
piece. We compare ourselves to the broken n¥n and claim that G-d uses Keilim Shevurim.
The very name Matzah has also a negative connotation — N2> N¥n. We already realize our
incompletion when, right at the beginning of the chag (on the second day) we begin to count
the Omer — and begin our 49 level ascent. And then, we get to Shavuos and we are told that
the on>n »w of the Omer must be made of Chometz. For, it is not ultimately the negative
definition of holiness — the idea of being separate and apart from the impurity of the
Egyptians. Ultimately, we need to stand for something, not just against. And that “for” was
the Torah at Sinai. The Shechina rested on the Jewish nation and we became a holy nation.
We could now infuse all of the world around us with this holiness.

Now, rather than being dragged down by the material word, this world gets elevated
by the Jew when he chooses to use it in the right way’. The paradigm of this is the Shabbos,
where we do very material things; we eat and sleep and dress at a higher level than the
weekday, and yet the holiness of the day elevates and spiritualizes all these activities’. Such a
person is like a Tabernacle, and any food he eats is like a sacrifice brought on an altar’. But
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even during the week, we can take the battle of each meal (on> comes from the word nnNYnN)
and turn it equally into a holy act'.

The Mitzvah of ¥nn 01 1p has no clear limits®. Each individual will relate to this
Mitzvah differently. Each will have his own starting point, and therefore 2 n7y 55 58 727
SN — speak to each individual according to his uniqueness, according to his own spiritual
challenges’. This is why the partner of this Mitzvah to be holy is 7 "y2 230M N MW —
you should do what is right and good in the eyes of G-d. This Mitzvah exhorts us not to
simply fulfill the letter of the law, but go beyond it — 71 NIWN 0195 — each according to his
own spiritual level and understanding4. Unlike other Mitzvos, the Torah is careful not to
define the specifics of being holy because this will be different for each individual® — it is up
to our own spiritual creativity what we will achieve as holy people.

Moreover, since this is a Mitzvah that ultimately teaches how to get closer to G-d —
there really is no upper limit to this Mitzvah. Therefore, says the Ohr Hachaim, the words are
put in the future tense — »nn ©WYTP — “You will or should be holy” — both a Mitzvah and a
promise® - for this mitzvah will be constantly unfolding before us’. “Become holy” - not only
that we should do acts of holiness, but that holiness should permeate our very beingg. This is
the Jew and this is his mandate.

DAY NN INNIH NINT 19X 3T "1NN" NWHN "BNb" NIPY 1997 Y8 Yy 1P 17 1 'y b T N L
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? This is another reason (beside the fact that it is a mYY5aw Msn) why the Mitzvah of »nn owYTpR is not
counted as one of the Mitzvos.

99 Y72 1720 TNX YD NI MY OTX Y5 NYI9 PR IUNA HRIY NI NTY YD NN JND 2INON DXTPN 12 V> 12T PHvn }
NYTIY NP2 MDY 19 Y2V

W XY LT DTIY IPMISY 0IINY DINONN BN D MIN ¥ 19 'Y ,D19W MM XN PTPN DN v ¢
ONPNN PON ¥ NN MHNT ,02TN ') PN DOWITPY LT OPYI 210N WD OV ,NNINIY DOPIDIN 1 DN
5¥ 7193 2N DN ION Y9V 171 DINDN XD 210N XY 1D 172N DTN PAV ININNI )0 YYD XD Yy DIPA DONDNRM
MY 210N IO TPUY NPX MY, PTN RNYN DY XMNNY LT NTIAY NPHRNAD DIIND MIMIN MY T2 Y g0 ,5oN
,PNN DT MWD PIDAN NIN 1D 1DIT ... PHYI VY 'T 1OV W NT NYYN DX DIPYN 1IN DWW nvyn Hoav T
NPNY TARY 0PN T INR WITP 2D NN TN DY INYINY 1IN 93 DY H0MN Y Ty KIOKR NIV MINN 1T PRY

10 P12t

T NN YDA NNV DINDIN IRY YI2W ,NNM»PY PR DM 1T MINNDI 1IAND) XY "Y) 119-19 DY ,010¢ MM >
NPV DIVY TAR YW HNIY DI NTY U UN 92T NIN 992 MV PN DYITPD PIY TN ... MYYD NORY 110 NOIND
T

» "Ny YT IN

NYYTPNN YW 95 10 18 MINND POAN PR VI S TNY NYY 10NN OWTR ,TITH NT DY ,N¥ 7Y 12 v D»YNN DN 7
NN DIVD NN D30 NIMIIN DWITPN NNTTND NWOY PR D 10NN NIYNRD NN WYY NDION I VY PITY DI TWUN

.Dwn

,MONN2 MYTWNN SW NURIN PINN PIIMY ,NWITRA RNNY P IPR PAN DOWITHP MK 19 'ny 0w mm °
WITP SY DY NP9 ORI DONNYY DWITP PRN DI DNNY N7 MSHN 79O YN

Page 10 of 10



