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Napoleon passed a synagogue on the 9™ of Av. Witnessing Jews sitting on the floor
and wailing he asked what that was all about. On being told that the Jews were mourning the
loss of their Temple and land, he stated, “A nation that can remember its past of 2000 years
ago so vividly, has a great future.”

And so it is with the Jews. We adapted quickly to our new environments, but we
never forgot the land. We never abandoned our vision of returning. We never stopped
begging G-d, thrice daily in our prayers, to restore us to that land. No other nation,
completely uprooted from its homeland has had that kind of tenacity of memory. No nation
ever lived physically so removed and yet spiritually so connected for two thousand years.

It is with these eyes, that we notice that PX° Y& occupies a good deal of our two
parshios: At the end of mun nw1o, we are told of Gad and Reuven’s request to settle on the
East side of the Jordan (Trans-Jordan). They had to make an oath that they would first fight
for the land on the West side. Klal Yisroel is then told to drive out the enemy and conquer,
divide and settle the land'. Then, the actual borders of the land are described in great detail’.
We learn of the appointees to receive the land on behalf of the Jewish people®. Moshe is then
commanded to put aside 48 Levirite Cities, and turn them into Arei Miklat®. Finally, in mwns
yon, we read of daughters who inherit their fathers (Benos Zelafchad): these are told to marry
within the tribe to ensure that their inheritance remains within their original tribe’.

Masay end Bamidbar and we begin Sefer Devarim. Most of the Parshios in Sefer
Devarim have important additions to the holiness of the land and its demands on us.

After man lost the Garden of Eden, the land of Israel became the greatest spiritual
place on earth®, the link between Heaven and Earth and hence the epi-center of the world’.
This intrinsic holiness of the land is joined by a second extra holiness which it gains after it
has been sanctified by the Jewish Nation.

Providence is much more tangible in Eretz Yisrael.® And the holiness potential of the
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8Unlike other countries, Eretz Yisrael has no Sar or intermediary through which G-d bestows His Providence. t
is therefore G-d’s own land:
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Mitzvos is far greater on the land'.

The second level of holiness comes as a result of our settling and sanctifying of the
land,2 which causes the obligations of Trumah, Maaser, etc. to be activated®.

The Rambam’s opinion is that we lost this man-activated Kedusha after the first
Babylonian exile, regained it when Ezra returned and never lost it again4. The destruction of
the Temple no doubt weakened our ability to sense G-d’s Presence in the land, but it still
remained, hidden below the surface”. And, in a further blow, many of the Mitzvos HaTeluyos
BaAretz lost their Torah status, as these Mitzvos have the further requirement that the
majority (if not all) of its inhabitants on it - 03713 nx>2°. This is the case regarding Trumos’
and possibly Maasros®. (Some opinions require that the Sanhedrin be operating, sitting in the
Lishkas HaGazis of the Beis HaMikdash.)

For Jews, the Land of Israel is not just an expression of nationhood, as with other
nations. A return to the land of the entire nation at the end of days is one of the central
principles of Judaism. Love of the land is true of the highest spiritual aspirations of any
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individual as well as for the final redemption of the whole nation'. We Jews deal with
obligations, not rights. We don’t think in terms of our right to live in Israel — the way the
whole thing has been framed today. We believe that we agreed with G-d that this is where we
must go to properly fulfill our covenant with Him”. And, the one time that we doubted that
covenant — in the case of the spies — we paid a price we are paying to this day.

This being the case it seems surprising that the Rambam holds that this is not a
Mitzvah®. And even according to the majority opinion who hold that it is a Mitzvah®, may
hold it only be a Mitzvah Chiyuvis5 (i.e. one fulfills a Mitzvah if one makes Aliyah, though
one is not required to) (A singular opinion suggests that the Mitzvah no longer appliesﬁ.) Rav
Wolbe points out that we do not make a blessing when settling the land because all agree that
even if it is a mitzvah, it is but a hechsher for fulfilling G-d’s Torah at the highest of levels’.

Some opinions exempt Jews from the mitzvah when there is danger or when a proper
Jewish community is lacking®. Others go so far as to suggest that the holiness of the land was
just too much for the Jews to handle’. After all, it took the Jews 49 days from the time they
went out of Egypt to be ready to receive the Torah, but it took them 40 years to be ready to
enter the land'®! (There is a separate and fascinating discussion as to whether this is a
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personal mitzvah or one that should and can be expressed as a national movement'.)

From this wide range of opinions, all agree that the land is central to our spiritual and
physical Well—beingz. Every Jew walks into his home containing the site of an unplastered
square on his wall as a continuous reminder to the abnormality of our current state. The
Jewish People can only reach its full flowering on its own, holy land®. Does not every groom
put ashes on his head to reduce his joy and say:

Psalm 137:1-6

By the waters of Babylon, there we sat and wept,
when we remembered Zion.

On the willows there

We hung up our lyres.

For there our captors

Required of us songs,
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And our tormentors, mirth, saying,

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!”

How shall we sing the Lord’s song

In a foreign land?

If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

Let my right hand wither!

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth,
If I do not remember you,

If I do not set Jerusalem

Above my highest joy!"

It is even possible that the Rambam did not count this as a Mitzvah, because he
considered it a meta-principle of Judaism — one of the true fundamentals defining our
relationship with ourselves and our G-d on this earth!”

Settling in Israel is one of the seven mitzvos which the Sages measure against all the

rest of the Torah (M"pw mm:)3 . In addition, there are many mitzvos which are n1™%n7 NN¥n
¥X2, such as Trumah and Maaser4, Shmittahs, Yovel6, Bikurim7, Challahg, Shichechal, Arei

! We also say this prior to week-day y11Hn no7a.

2 In many instances we find that the fundamentals of Judaism are not considered a Mitzvah according to one or
another opinion. For example, the Behag does not consider »nN —the msn of believing in G-d; many Rishonim
hold that getting married is only a mxn 9won of 127 119 for a man (and therefore even further removed for a
woman); the source of the Mitzvah of Chinuch Banim is not clear; n2ywn may not be a ms» according to the
Rambam and Tefila is not m~n according to the Ramban. All Rishonim except the Smak hold that there is no
Mitzvah of Tznius and Rav Chaim Vital held that there is no mxn to perfect one’s mTn. The explanation in all
these cases is the same — that is just because these are great principles of Judaism and not discreet myn that
they are not expressed as one of the ¥» 1 according to these opinions.
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Leviim (Arei Miklat), Nachalos and Hasogas Gevul. In fact, there are no less than 262
Mitzvos which are dependent on the land®.

Many of these Mitzvos should have seemingly been relevant to all places on earth.
Shemittah, for example, shows that everything ultimately belongs to G-d, but the message is
that this land in particular belongs to G-d. This is why Shemittah violation causes exile and
dispersion®. For Shmittah-faith is indicative of whether we really believe that G-d gave this
land to His Chosen People to begin with. We give it back to G-d because we know deep
down that the gift He gave us is only sustained by His real ownership4. And we live with the
unusual promise, that despite our exile and dispersion, there always have been, always will
be, some of his people living on this land® - an unbroken chain since Joshua entered it with
the nation.

It is here that His ownership of everything is more clearly expressed by His direct
Hashgacha.

We see, says the Kuzari, that different climates and soil are good for different types of
people, fauna and flora®. Even the best care of grapes on the wrong soil will not produce
quality wine-grapes’. The Jewish People can also grow anywhere, but will only flourish on
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the soil of the Holy Land', a land just one level below that of Gan Eden”. There is a natural
spiritual harmony between the soul of the land and the soul of the Jew.

Since the purpose of the Torah is to direct the Jewish people in how to bring the
Shechina into the earth, the Land of Israel has been described as the Soul of the Torah’. In an
ideal world, the world would be comprised of the Holy Land alone, and all of the world
would be described as being '7 %199, as the land of Israel is today®. In the world of today, the
other lands receive their nurturance through the Holy Land as a limb receives sustenance
from the heart.

The Torah’s very first verses teach us about the relationship of the Jewish people to
the land®. G-d’s covenant with Avraham Avinu was one on Milah and the land; holiness of
the body and of the world, holiness of the people in an environment that would bring G-d’s
Presence into the world’.

It is only here, says the Ramban, that the full benefit of any mitzvah can be realized®.
Therefore, someone already living in Israel should not permanently leave unless it is for
purposes of Torah, marriage or making a living”.
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This is not only a Halachik requirement, though. For 3,000 years Jews have been
expressing their deepest love of this land, kissing its stones and rolling in its dust'. Who can
give us more eloquent testimony on the value of living in such an awesome place than
Moshe, whose final wish and appeal” to be granted that privilege was turned down, and who
regarded it as such a wonderful privilege to see the land’. Avraham Avinu’s first prophecy
was when G-d told him to leave for this land*. Though G-d didn’t specify where he should
leave to, Avraham unhesitatingly set out for the Land of Israel, for, according to the Seforno,
it was already famous as a land of spirituality and seeking out G-d’.

From that time onwards, the Avos only left the land on G-d’s instruction or with His
blessing, and to this day, observant Jews only move from Israel to live somewhere else for
very special reasons’. All the Avos were buried in the land’, and many Jews who did not
merit to live there yearn to be buried there,® for, even in death the land purifies the body’. To
this day, Jews around the world face Jerusalem three times a day in their silent prayer. No
other nation showed such a commitment and dedication to their land as the Jews showed to
theirs.

The prophets all prophesized in the land or about it'%. The Kuzari makes two
surprising, though well-supported claims: he states that Mt. Sinai is in Eretz Yisrael and that

NIN 121 779Y DY PUIZINNDY MMAN PPYINI IRIYW NIN NN DY PPWIN PN DMIINN T /DN 1’9 DION O ,D":ml
231N 71I9Y NN MIAN NN TPTIY 187 9D IDIN

NN M RUNYY X1V KOIVD RYNDWNI MNP (27Y 207 ) XPIN 7 19YT 995 PYIN XIANX I :27Y NP MIAIND /00N MNP
NMNNY N99Y NNY 7PN NN TITIY INT ¥ TNV 179Y2 17NN NP 2

PAANY YA e oy

T2 ANNY I UKD TONN PV 7PN DITH NI NHN 127N YNNI NI P1YI DNYPR 1N DNMIXID NYH PRNN NNd o’
DN YNIN NNINIYD

NN NIND DN NIDY MK AIWNRD NMNIYRIN INNIDY ONIIN NOT I : 2> 2 IINRND o’

MO 7Y TIANY HPN NTIAYDI MMIANNY MM NIND OYIN NNDNIN NINIY : IPID NNIN NIOY INY 1 D mwxI’
DA I N OINON ININY 1NN VY ST PN PITYY VYN

T NN IR DYR XYY IR NNN TNOD KON 000 ¥IND NXIND IRIY NIND NN NON 0 DN 179 DN ,1:w:1m6
MY 2YIN DY PIN 12 ONX RINX MON YIND NXIN POYD HANR ,NNNDD RIN RYI 1971 .XIND NN DN

19V 99 XY MSIN INY ,MON 1172 7199Y NNV ,DOI80 110) : PIYA 10N P NT P MAIND 1))

WA 1PN YIN OV INN MAXN 3 NNy

Ty PINN OPNI2 MOXIPPINYN NN NI NTIAY YT O NITIVA N INY MIAND DTNV NN IRT D 2 PINND YD
QO 2PY HEN NNRNNY 1N DN DNINKY NNOYND NNTY

MY NYDIR Y27 NN (DXNNN NMNNA RAD PNYD YIPI) 101N DR YIND NINAY DIPYTY ITION DY 1 RIY NP MIND
SN0) N2 NDD KAX I 1Y PPRAN (PN AN PN ORIV XIND DIDI0 DMIMNKY 15708 AN PMHY DINRY WD) HNO)
DINHN MINNRYI YPIPA ONY MYYI MDNN MIR DN (1IYOY NND WY ONY YN KO DN Y1) NIN WY DIPI1YD
NYI0N NNY OMN YIND N¥INIY OXNN ON) 7PN NI PrINYININ APY> 7P YTV NI D127 XIP TN DNN1APA MNP
GO 7PN YT DA 02T KIIN IR N IRIY 22 NN GO YA ININ NN 1272 R¥PI MPNNY 193 RY RNHY 1P NN

MY’NNY NI XY NHPY NDID MIND YIIXR PHX NN NYI0N 109 0N XIND N¥INIY DIXNN ORI 71PN N0 PITNY 1NNYI

M) 59 NYYN INTR NITA XN DN NITIN NN NP 19N INIY YINT NIPN 99 PY 17 DN © XY 0P MM’
TON AN YHNR 279 7199 IHNOINN NIRD XIN DY NI HNIY NIND 29D MNT 97 M RO 1Y INNTR 1951 0NN
NI INND INVIPO OMNY INVNP NMIT INX ONY TN KA INIX WD 1IN MNN NINNDY NNTN DY XY

DYN OTION 1OV NN HI) NNV PHINHD PIMY DN NIND 12IWN D DMION NN X /DN 11’9 00N HON ,ovamg
N2 12 NINY DIPNN WINDY W T951) N2 NAPN 1) XAN ODWN MND N1 MNN YIIN N2 TON IDAN )Y XIY) N2 WP
AN NN INVIPY OPNN INVNP IVIT IR MNN IRNV DNTX DY IIN NI NNYINHD) 1Y INNTN 990) 1INV 119D

IPYTIND GO AN APYIN THDY R OWY DIPNN DX PN DMIONN 1T I79YN)

(19 AMPR9 PN NN ANV IN ARG YIND DN 59 NN K9 NDITIW 2 99 : 9300 N T 1 10N 0™

Page 8 of

13



the First Man was created there'. It is no surprise then that, even in its reduced spiritual state
without a Temple, Jews throughout the ages have chosen to live in Eretz Yisrael under
conditions of incredible hardshipz.

The land creates an awesome responsibility for those living in Israel to conduct
themselves as holy people. The land demands that Torah standards be upheld, says the
Ramban, even before Sinai. For it is there that G-d decided to have a more direct relationship
with the people who chose to be closest to Him®. Thus, Yaakov, who lived before the Torah
was given, could marry two sisters, but he could not live with them in the Holy Land. Hence
Rochel died on the border as he and his family entered Israel, threw away all their idols, and
prepared themselves for more exacting standards®. The Torah tells us quite clearly that if we
do not maintain these standards the land will simply vomit us out’.

In fact, the land is quite intolerant of the lowered spiritual standards by non-Jews as
well®. Again and again, G-d tells us that our well-being on the land is dependent on us
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keeping the Torah.! We cannot take our presence in Eretz Yisrael for grantedz.

The land of Eretz Yisrael also gives a push up to all those who try to grow spiritually.
The very act of walking four paces on its soil generates spirituality3 . Living there is a kind of
purification from sin®, like one giant Mikveh, for the land is surrounded by water. On the east
is the Jordan River, on the west is the Mediterranean Sea, on the south is the Egyptian Brook
(Wadi El Arish), and the northern border is the Euphrates River. These natural water
boundaries allude to the spiritual leap one must make when immigrating to the Holy Land,
for water is the element of purification5 .

In a remarkable statement, the Sages stated that it would be better to live in Israel
even in a city where most of the inhabitants are non-Jews, rather than live in a Jewish town in
the Diaspora, for someone who lives in Chutz LaAretz is tantamount to being G-dless®. What
this means, says the Ramban’ and others®, is that G-d’s involvement with Eretz Yisroel is
much more direct. In other places, G-d's engagement goes through an extra stage (a W),
making G-d more distant and harder to connect with’. There is such a vast difference between
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living Judaism on the land and living it somewhere else that the Sages compare it to a
practice run versus the real thing'.

Someone who would voluntary give up this extra closeness, who would forever deny
himself the perfect unity between deed, environment and purity”, is tantamount to being
G-dless and serving idols.

The land was set up to ensure that it is particularly dependent on G-d’s providential
response to our actions®. This is the land:
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“A land to which G-d continuously pays special attention.” Rashi and the Ramban
state that the nourishment of other lands goes through this land, and that when the Jews are in
exile and the land becomes impoverished, the whole world suffers as a result’. All lands
became poorer when the Land of Israel became impoverished.

Even according to the Rambam, who does not include living in the land as a positive
Mitzvah, the full weight of the halacha comes to support the centrality of Judaism on the
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land. It is, for example, forbidden to leave the land except in very specific cases. A spouse
may force his or her partner to immigrate to the land" even if it means a downgrading of
living conditions,” and even a Canaanite servant can force his master to free him for purposes
of Aliyah’.

It seems that all nations throughout history have agreed on the special holiness of this
place®, and, as we show below, many have fought to get it. Since the land will only yield its
magnificent blessing to the Torah-keeping nation, the physical resources of the land have
hardly been worth fighting over for thousands of yearss. As Rabbi SR Hirsch® puts it:

... The land where he [12°38 0;7728] was now had been promised to him for the future of
his people, and the first experience he had there was: famine, and the second was: war.
Neither material abundance nor political independence was inherent in the land itself. In
both it stood in the most complete contrast to Egypt. Just as its fertility was entirely
dependent on rain, it had to look above to the heavens for its harvests’, so was its political
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’i.e. even the physical topography is set up in such a way as to require an extra dose of Providence to make the
land livable:
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position such that it could offer no natural resistance to invaders. Left to itself the land of
Israel lay open to famine and political dependence. Situated in the cockpit of the world,
where Europe, Asia, and Africa meet, hardly any world-war has occurred into the bitter
suffering of which it has not been drawn. And just because of this was it chosen. If, in spite of
this, in this land a national life would blossom against which no national conqueror would
dare attack, even if three times each year its borders were left open and all military defense
withdrawn - if all the n°2% of the world would clash together there and make war on each
other, but no sword would dare enter this blooming and yet defenseless land 73vn 8% 29m
09X%IN3- - then the eternal fact would have been brought to the eyes of the nations "here G-d
lives"! ..."

The laws of the land reflect its exalted state. Just as the weekday culminates in
Shabbos, the land, too, seems to generate its own Shabbos, Shmittahl, and no permanent sale
is allowed here. If it was ever clear that the land belongs to G-d, it is in Eretz Yisroel®. Tt
seems amazing, then, the Chaver in the Kuzari states, that we, the Jews, have so desensitized
ourselves to this land. We say all the right words, praying 3 times a day that G-d should
1rest01re3 his Shechina to Eretz Yisrael, and yet we don’t internalize the very words we are
saying’.
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