onN NWHS - Shalom & Machlokes

At the end of last week's Parsha, Pinchus is described as killing Zimri, the leader of
the tribe of Shimon,' and Kosbi Bas Tzur?, the Midianite princess with whom he was having
illicit relations.” Through this act, Pinchus saved the Jewish people from massive destruction
that had already claimed 24,000 lives®.

Pinchus appears as the aggressive killer, albeit with Divine sanction. It is surprising
that this action is described as a ™12 of D9w’, a covenant of Peace with the Almighty.
Clearly, this was no Aharon going around making peace between warring brothers, 0w 2mN
ovvw 97, Here was a zealot who murdered two people in cold blood. True, they were
sinning, but illicit relations between a Jew and a non-Jew does not carry a death sentence®.

And who let Pinchus take matters into his own hands?

Pinchus’s actions were not immediately welcomed as heroic. Had Zimri killed
Pinchus, Zimri would not have been guilty of any crime, and there indeed was a strong move
to lynch Pinchus for his actions’. The people were convinced that this barbaric person must
have been a bastard of some sorts, and even the Beis Din had decided to excommunicate
him’. In the end, G-d Himself had to intervene and tell us just how badly mistaken they all
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were'. Pinchus, it seems, saved the whole nation. He brought peace between the Almighty
and His people’. This seeming rogue was actually a holy man, now elevated to the Priesthood
(despite the fact that murder normally disqualifies from the Priesthood’), destined to live
forever in the form of Eliyahu4.

This is a classic case of how wise, holy, thinking people trying to figure out good and
bad by themselves can be completely wrong. Contrary to the wisdom of even great sages of
the time, Pinchus, by risking his life, and doing it without any personal interest, had
sanctified every fiber of his being in one big Kiddush HaSh-m’.

Pinchus’ immediate reward was to be made a Cohen®. The long-term effects of his
action were much greater, however: all 18 High Priests of the First Temple and all 81 of the
Second Temple descended from him’.
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But we are still no closer to understanding why this violent action was called a
covenant of peace. Yes, he saved the day. It may have been what G-d wanted, but it surely
was not an act of peace!

This is reinforced by the fact that the principle Pinchus drew on - 0P 709X S¥1an
1 ooyaa’ - requires such a holy state that it is simply irrelevant to our lives as an operative
principle®. Pinchus himself pays a price for his zealotry, disqualifying himself from taking
over for Moshe® , and when, in the form of Eliyahu, he expresses a similar trait, he is actually
taught by G-d to move into a different direction®. “Pinchus, yes,” says the Akeidah. “Others,
no’.”

If this is so, why then does the Torah teach us about Pinchus; is it only to tell us what
not to do? We generally would never have thought that such an act of murder is permissible
unless the Torah had revealed this to us in the first place!

What the Torah first and foremost comes to teach us is the value of Shalom. At first
blush, Pinchus did a violent act. Whatever its necessity, it could hardly have been considered
an act of peace. Yet, Pinchus is bestowed with the exalted title, possessor of a covenant of
peace —a 1 of 019v°. To understand this, let us define Shalom.

The word Shalom comes from the word Shleimus, which means completion. Its
opposite, Machlokes, comes from the word Cheilek, a fragment of something. The Sefas
Emes’ says that the natural state of man is to be in a state of Machlokes. Two people together
will, unless they make an effort, move away from each other rather than closer together. This
is a world of separate identities, where truth and the commitment to truth are not great enough
to overcome the unique perspectives and inclinations which each of us brings to different
situations. Were it not for G-d Himself, says the Malbim, the world would lack any
semblance of unity®. G-d makes a covenant of peace which unifies the fragmented pieces of
reality that comprises our world.
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For man, peace begins with the challenge of keeping the multiple complex elements
of self integrated. According to the Kabbalists, every human is a ‘small world’ (Olam
HaKatan), a microcosm of the large world (Olam HaGadol)l. Each human a whole world!
That is a complicated package to keep integrated. We all have to struggle to keep ourselves
whole, to make peace and unity (N5 01YV) between all of our multi-faceted selves, our
physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual aspects, all of our qualities, talents and
character traits, all of our hang-ups and idiosyncrasies. So, too, we have to struggle to put the
world at large together into one picture. But G-d gives us a gift. He continues to drive the
world with His attribute of unity (Y710 n))N), an inexorable movement towards MmM»w,
creating a covenant of peace underlying the whole universe®. It is this we draw one when we
create unity on the surface reality that is our world®.

But it goes deeper than that. It turns out that the whole source of all of our
deficiencies and inadequacies is predicated on this idea that we need to turn this fragmented
reality into a revelation of the Oneness of G-d*: (N9 7 D727 1T Ty PR N IWTY IR NNX.
For Avoda to take place, G-d needed to give us those deficiencies, so that we could choose to
negate them and reveal His Oneness. G-d’s Oness and His nmbw are almost interchangeable
concepts; the word Do comes from nNY»OVY in turn. ©WW is not then just the absence of
machlokes. It is a very active concept of creating unities that lie at the core of our mission on
earth.

And hence the remarkable words which we say repeatedly in the benching and the
doveningsz
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He who makes peace_(as a natural state) in the worlds above, He will continuously
recreate peace over us_(in a world of natural fragmentation), etc®.

Shalom is a meta-value, a great principle on which the world turns’. Yet, because the
world naturally flows away from unity, peace is a difficult and messy thing to attain. It
requires a deep commitment and pursuit by mankind to be achieved. Ironically, in the case of
Pinchus, it was only achieved at the expense of blood and lives.
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All of mankind, Jew and non-Jew, professes a belief in peace. Yet, the world is full of
war and conflict. This is because as much as we believe in peace, we believe that the things
we are fighting for are more important than peace. For these things, we believe, we should
fight. In truth, it is rare that the Torah would sanction a fight over peace.

Shalom becomes particularly challenging when one or both of the parties feel that
they are fighting for a higher cause — the organization, the country or the ideology. Of all the
evils of the last century, Communism and Nazism towered above everything else. Here was
evil with a whole philosophy to back it up — a meta-cause of pure evil. Nazis and
Communists went to war against Jews, against other nations, against their own people — all in
the name of a higher cause. Simply evil people — Saddam Hussein, Idi Amin, and Robert
Mugabe - are no match for the Pol Pots and Maos whose grand visions drove their destructive
regimes to ever higher plains. Peace requires constant work even under the best of
circumstances. Woe betides man when someone is moved to kill for a higher cause and not
for his personal gain!

And lest we think this applies only to evil people, the Chazon Ish tells us that in cases
which activate our sense of fighting LeShem Shamayim, our natural responses simply cannot
be trusted'. We will end up doing things we would never have otherwise dreamt of doingz.
Once our sense of moral outrage has been activated, we default to our own moral compass -
and this compass is almost always wrong3 .

So, from all of this we see how tough it is to give Shalom its worthy place at the
center of our world. The gemorrah in Sanhedrin® links the midah of Shalom with the concept
of peshara’. Normally, Din is a “winners take all” reality. When two people come in front of

'For example, organizations become quite territorial. However, we have a principle that in
the 11¥n of N1 TIM?N, 21231 NJWi does not apply. The WX 1111, in his 117MV21 N1MR, spells
this out:
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2 Therefore, says the Chazon Ish, only a commitment to the details of N271 can save us
from such error.
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Beis Din, there is a yxa5 msn: the judge should first ask the parties to accept a compromise'.
In Din, if one person says the other owes him money while the second party denies it, one of
the parties will be shown to be 100% victorious in this dispute according to Din. The other
will be a total loser; he will pay everything as the borrower or be paid nothing as the lender.
Peshara comes to change that, to say that both parties can exist, though neither as perfectly as
he would have wished. The chiddush of the Gemorrah is to say that this peshara is a greater
truth than the truth of Din.

There is a truth of Din and there is a truth of Shalom. The truth of Din is a zero-sum
reality, total victory or total defeat. The truth of Shalom allows both parties to have a zechus
kiyum.? The Midrash points out that after Yaakov died, his sons were concerned that Yosef
would take revenge on them, and they therefore told an untruth, stating that Yaakov asked
Yosef to forgive them’. How could the Torah, which is pure truth, have a non-truth written in
it? The answer is that the Torah comes to reveal to us that lying for the sake of Shalom is
indeed a higher truth®. This is such an important principle, that G-d Himself “lies” to
Avraham Avinu about what Sarah said (changing her words from 1Pt »Tx) to »mpy »N1)’ to
teach us this principle.

Even though the Talmud® brings one opinion (not the halacha) which says that in Beis
Din it is 10X to look for a mwe’, all agree that it is a ™M~ to look for oww (and NYwW9)
outside of Beis Din. What prevents us from doing this is our sense of outrage at the injustice:
“We can’t let them get away with this.” “How could they do this to us?” “We have to teach
them a lesson,” and so on.

Mostly, we fight as perceived victims, not as aggressors. We feel wronged and under
siege. Our victim status makes us all the more sure of the justice of our cause. “Victims feel
themselves to be alone. Everyone is against them. No one understands them. They have two

! The world ¥¥19 means to slice it. It is as if the Din is being sliced up into different components so that
each one of the parties gets a part.

*The Gemorrah there, when trying to prove that it is a mitzvah for the Dayan to first look to
a peshara, brings the Mishneh in Avos as support:
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The opposing view answers this (successfully) by pointing out that Aharon was working
outside of the framework of a Beis Din.
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choices: either to retreat within themselves or to act aggressively to defend themselves.
Victims blame the world, not themselves. For that reason, it is a self-reinforcing attitude.
Victims want the world to change, forgetting that it may be they who have to change.””’

In fact, Judaism instructs us that, outside of Beis Din, it is never justice we are
looking for, but rather peace. We are required to unilaterally act peacefully even if the other
side does not reciprocate. Peace is not just a pragmatic idea; it is a value. It is a value to
which all of the Torah leads, says the Rambam®. And as a value, it must be upheld
irrespective of the standards of those around us’.

Shalom, the Sages tell us, is also a practical necessity; it is the glue that holds the
whole world together4.

The Sages tell us that Shalom is the receptacle which holds all other blessings’. This
is why the last blessing of the Shmoneh Esreh, the last of the Priestly Blessings, and many
other areas deal with this theme®. It is also why the very last Mishneh focuses on the Shalom
theme’. Without Shalom, all Brachos are lost. Either we will have Shalom and all its
blessings or we are doomed to lose all.

In a post-Temple world, Shalom becomes even more difficult to achieve. The Temple
was a model of the world, a mini-world, showing us how all the disparate elements combine
to form one big receptacle to hold G-d’s holiness. Yet, the Temple not only modeled Shalom,

! Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Future Tense, Prologue
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*In (peaceful) inter-organizational relations there are two levels, co-ordination and co-
operation. Co-ordination means that you agree to hold major events on different nights,
that essentially you do not get in each other’s way. Co-operation involves joint
programming.

In practice, it is rare for two organizations to run a joint seminar, Shabaton or weekend.
More likely, organizations in a city will agree to host a citywide Shabbaton weekend, each
with its own location, to make a unified appeal to the Federations and the like. Remember
that co-operation is not an all or nothing business. Even a disastrous experience with an
organization does not preclude future co-operation on other issues.
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but it was, through the Korbanos, an active spiritual force to counter the entropy inherent in
the universe'. We no longer have that model.

So, if peace is then defined as the creating of harmonies between the fragmented and
atomized realities of this world — to that ultimate harmony of the oneness of Man with G-d,
then we can understand why Pinchus’s action was considered one of achieving peace, and not
justice or something else. Zimri had the best of intentions in doing what he considered to be
an Aveirah Lishmah. Pinchus, however, saw 22,000 of his brethren die in front of his eyes
and knew that this was not so.

Pinchus killed and achieved peace. This idea of a mitzvah achieving the opposite
effect of what one might have expected is quite common®. Give maaser and become rich’;
keep the Shabbos — close your store and spend money - and you will be reimbursed for all
that you spend®. Destroy the City of Idolatry (nnTn y), and for that act of cruelty G-d
promises “7pNM DM o y; break Shabbos (which has a death penalty) by doing bris
milah, and you will live to see all your allotted days. Marry your brother's wife in an act of
Yivum (where in other circumstances she is totally forbidden to you and her children are
forbidden to marry other Jews), and your children may become great and holy people. It is
not man who achieves these results, but, by doing G-d’s Will, he is granted these things
without further effort’, though it requires a level of pure lishmah to be eligible’.

Similarly, G-d testifies that because Pinchus was fulfilling a mitzvah — and not relying
on his own moral compass - the net effect was to create greater unity in the cosmos even
though it involved killing two people. This kind of Shalom, says Rav Yaakov Etlingers, is the
Shalom between man and his Creator’.
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But 12 0"DA19 1"RIP is only relevant to Nn1*10. With everything else, a Sheailas Chacham has
to be asked.



There have been many situations where Torah principles required a stand against anti-
Torah positions, and these seem to draw on qualities of aggression, strength and bravery. But,
says Rav Etlinger (Minchas Ani on Chumash), the real value these battles must draw on is the
understanding that ultimately peace between us and Shamayim is a transcendent value. This is
not an obvious lesson to learn. To teach us this, G-d had to engineer a situation where Moshe
Rabbeinu would forget a basic halacha! to allow Pinchus, then a untitled Jew, to step into the
breach.

It certainly looked like Pinchus acted out of some hatred towards Zimri; or perhaps
his Midianite origins which moved him to such an impetuous act’. To this, G-d testified that
Pinchus was really moved by a love for the Jewish people and his desire to save them -
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It was from amidst the Jewish people, to save them, that Pinchus was Zealous4, not his
non-Jewish roots’.

We do not ultimately understand such mysteries, but nevertheless, we are told that
they work. Such a level is unattainable for ordinary Jews, but the lessons of peace are there
for all of us to learn.
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