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Jews worldwide drink four cups of wine at their Pesach (Passover) Seder.

In this Thinking Gemara shiur, we will take an insider’s look at this popular mitzvah 
by learning several Talmudic discussions relating to it. We will approach this analysis 
by asking some fundamental practical questions about how to properly fulfill the 
mitzvah of drinking the Four Cups. Examining these questions – with the help of 
some major Talmudic thinkers – will help us uncover the conceptual foundations of 
this mitzvah. 

Our hope is that familiarizing ourselves with key sources about the Four Cups and 
the ideas underlying them will enrich our Seder night experience.

The following are some of the key questions this shiur will deal with:

•	 Why do we drink four cups of wine on Passover night?

•	 What is the relationship between the Four Cups and the rest of Seder night? 

•	 Who must drink the cups?

•	 How much must be drunk?

•	 Can you fulfill your obligation by drinking four cups of grape juice?

Section I. Who Drinks the Arba’ah Kosot, the Four Cups?

 Case 1. Distributing Pesach Food to Chicago’s Jewish Poor 

Section II. How Must the Four Cups Be Drunk?

 Case 2. Four Cups in a Row

Section III. How Much of the Four Cups Must Be Drunk?

 Case 3. Great-Great-Grandfather’s Giant Goblet

Section IV. Which Beverage is Drunk for the Four Cups?

 Case 4. A Pre-Pesach Visit to a Jerusalem Boutique Wine Store

Halachic Conclusions 

Afterword: Biblical Hints for the Four Cups

Thinking Gemara Series: Arba’ah Kosot

Arba’ah Kosot 
The Four Cups of Wine
of the Passover Seder
Pesachim 108b
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Note: This shiur is not intended as a source of practical halachic (legal) rulings.  
            For matters of halachah, please consult a qualified posek (rabbi).
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This is how Pesachim 108b looks in the classic editions of the Talmud. 
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Who Drinks the Arba’ah Kosot, the Four Cups?

Case 1.  Distributing Pesach Food to Chicago’s Jewish Poor 

Amy is one of five decision-makers on the board of Project Tikva, a new organization 
geared at addressing the needs of Chicago’s seriously impoverished Jewish families. 
Adam, of the planning staff, handed her a document for approval, listing the contents 
of each family’s Seder Night package. She started to make some calculations to make 
sure that the supplies allotted to each family were sufficient. 

Everything checked out – matzah, charoset, bitter herbs, etc. But when she took a 
second glance, something caught her eye. Every box included one 375 ml. bottle of 
wine (roughly 12.7 ounces). If, she figured, the minimal amount for each cup of wine 
is three ounces, four cups come to twelve ounces. “Adam,” she said, “Did you plan on 
each family getting four cups of wine?” 

“Yes, exactly – and the 375 ml. bottles work out just right,” replied Adam.

“This is not so simple; we have some families with five, six, seven, or eight members. 
Even one couple would need twenty-four ounces of wine, two bottles.”

“Oh, I just figured that each family needs the four cups. We should probably consult 
with Rabbi Margolis on this one.”

Before we hear from Rabbi Margolis – what do you think?

How many cups of wine must an entire family drink on Pesach night? Does one 
family member drink the four cups on behalf of everyone, or does each 
person drink his own four cups?

Can you back up your approach with a rationale?

1. Mishnah Pesachim 99b

Even a poor Israelite should not eat without 
reclining. And they should not [give] him less 
than four cups of wine, even [coming] from the 
community food distribution.

ַוֲאִפּלּו ָעִני ֶׁשְּבִיְׂשָרֵאל ֹלא 
ֹיאַכל ַעד ֶׁשָּיֵסב. ְוֹלא ִיְפֲחתּו לֹו 

ֵמַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ַיִין, ַוֲאִפּלּו ִמן 
ַהַּתְמחּוי.

2.  Tosafot Pesachim 99b “Lo Yifchitu Lo Me’arba Kosot”

The text of the Mishnah seems somewhat to imply 
that we do not give to the poor man’s children 
and household – only to him [assuming that the 
Mishnah’s “give him” refers to the one family 
representative], and through his drinking they all 
fulfill their obligation. This makes sense logically: 
For what is the difference between the Four Cups 
and Kiddush the rest of the year where one person 
makes Kiddush on behalf of everyone?… 

ִמּתֹוְך ַהָּלׁשֹון ַמְׁשַמע ְקָצת 
 ֶׁשֵאין נֹוְתִנין ְלָבָניו ְוִלְבֵני ֵביתֹו 

ִּכי ִאם ְלַעְצמֹו ְוהּוא מֹוִציא 
 ֶאת ּכּוָלם ְּבֶׁשּלֹו. ּוְסָבָרא הּוא: 

ְּדַמאי ְׁשָנא ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות 
 ִמִּקּדּוׁש ְּדָכל ַהָּׁשָנה ֶׁשֶאָחד 

מֹוִציא ֶאת ּכּוָלם ... 

SECTION I
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Nevertheless, there is a passage in the Gemara 
(Pesachim 108b) implying that every individual 
needs four cups, for we learn: “‘Everyone is obligated 
in these four cups, both women and children.’ Said 
Rabbi Yehudah, ‘What use do children have with 
wine?’” This source implies that according to the 
first opinion [the rabbis that Rabbi Yehudah differs 
with], even children need [their own] cups. You 
could defer this proof by saying that when it says 
they are obligated it means that they must hear 
the blessing over the four cups, because of mitzvah 
education. Yet, it seems proper to act stringently and 
require four cups for each person. 

ּוִמיהּו ַּבְגָמָרא ַמְׁשַמע ֶׁשָצִריְך 
ָּכל ֶאָחד ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות, ְּדָקָּתִני 

)פסחים קח:( “’ַהֹּכל ַחָּייִבין 
ְּבַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ֶאָחד ָנִׁשים 
 ְוֶאָחד ִּתינֹוקֹות.’ ָאַמר ַרִּבי 

 ְיהּוָדה, ‘ַמה ּתֹוֶעֶלת ְלִתינֹוקֹות 
ְּבָיִין?”  ַמְׁשַמע ְּדְלַּתָנא ַקָמא 

ָצִריְך ּכֹוס ַאף ְלִתינֹוקֹות. 
ְוֵּיׁש ִלְדחֹות ְּדַחָּייִבין ִלְׁשמֹוַע 
 ִּבְרַּכת ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ָקָאַמר, 

ּוִמּׁשּום ִחּנּוְך. ְוִנְרֶאה ְלַהְחִמיר 
ּוְלַהְצִריְך ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ְלָכל 

ֶאָחד.

3. Rambam (Maimonides), Mishneh Torah Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:7 

Therefore when a person eats the meal of this 
night, he must eat and drink reclining in the 
manner of free men. And each and every person, 
whether man or woman, is obligated to drink 
on this night four cups of wine – no less. Even 
a poor person subsisting on charity must drink 
no less than four cups – each one measuring a 
quarter log (three oz., or eighty-six ml.).

ְלִפיָכְך ְּכֶׁשּסֹוֵעד ָאָדם ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה, 
ָצִריְך ֶלֱאֹכל ְוִלְׁשּתֹות ְוהּוא ֵמֵסב 
ֶּדֶרְך ֵחרּות.  ְוָכל ֶאָחד ְוֶאָחד, ֵּבין 

ֲאָנִׁשים ֵּבין ָנִׁשים, ַחָּיב ִלְׁשּתֹות 
ַּבַּלְיָלה ַהֶּזה, ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל 

ַיִין--ֵאין ּפֹוֲחִתין ֵמֶהן; ַוֲאִפּלּו ָעִני 
ַהִּמְתַּפְרֵנס ִמן ַהְּצָדָקה, ֹלא ִיְפֲחתּו 

לֹו ֵמַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות:  ִׁשעּור ָּכל ּכֹוס 
ֵמֶהן, ְרִביִעית.

4. The Steinsaltz Reference Guide, p. 203 

 .Lit. a cup of blessing. The cup of wine on which blessings, e.g ּכֹוס ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה
Kiddush, Grace after Meals (ִּבְרַּכת ַהָּמזֹון) or the marriage blessings (ִּבְרַּכת ַחָתִנים) are 
recited. This cup must contain at least a ְרִביִעיתc(3 or 5 oz.*) of wine. Among the 
regulations applying to this cup are that it must be rinsed before use and that it 
must be full. It is customary for those present to drink from this wine after the 
blessings are recited.

*Opinions about the modern equivalent of the Talmud’s revi’it – literally, a quarter 
(of a log measure) - range from 86 ml (the custom of Yerushalayim, roughly three 
ounces) to 150 ml (the Chazon Ish’s approach, roughly five ounces).

5. She’iltot deRav Achai Gaon, Section 54  

What is the reason for saying it (Kiddush) over 
wine? It is because Rabbi Shmuel son of Nachmani 
quoted Rabbi Yonatan as follows: What is the 
source that [the Levites] only sing their praises

 ּוְמָנָלן ְּדַעל ַהַּיִין? ְּדָאַמר ַרִּבי 
ְׁשמּוֵאל ַּבר ַנְחָמִני ָאַמר ַרִּבי י
ֹוָנָתן: ִמַּנִין ֶׁשֵאין אֹוֵמר ִׁשיָרה 

ֶאָּלא ַעל ַהַּיִין? ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר
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during the wine [libation in the Temple]? For it 
says, “And the grape vine said to them, ‘I have 
withheld my wine, that brings joy to God and 
men.’” (Shoftim/Judges 9:13) We can understand 
that wine brings joy to men, who drink it, but how 
does it bring joy to God? It is through song. Based 
on this they said, “They only sing praise over wine.” 
What song is this? – that sung during the libations.

)שופטים ט:יג( “ַוֹּתאֶמר ָלֶהם 
ַהֶּגֶפן ֶהֳחַדְלִּתי ֶאת ִּתירֹוִׁשי 
ַהְמַׂשֵּמַח ֱאֹלִקים ַוֲאָנִׁשים”. 

ִאם ֲאָנִׁשים ְמַׂשֵּמַח ְּדָׁשתּו ֵליּה, 
ֱאֹלִקים ַּבֶּמה ְמַׂשֵּמַח? ֶהֵוי אֹוֵמר 

ְּבִׁשיָרה. ִמיַּכן ָאְמרּו, ֶׁשֵאין 
אֹוְמִרים ִׁשיָרה ֶאָּלא ַעל ַהַּיִין. 

ּוַמאי ִהיא? ִהיא ִׁשיָרה ִּדְנָסִכים.

6. Levush, Orach Chaim 182:1 

You already know that for most of the blessings 
the Sages instituted, they also enacted that they 
be recited over a cup [of wine]. For it is honorable 
and praiseworthy for the Blessed One’s praise 
and blessing to be said with a cup of wine in 
hand. This is as the verse says (Tehillim/Psalms 
116:13): “I lift up the cup of salvations, and I 
call out in the name of God.” Also, based on the 
Kabbalah there is a great secret in this matter.

 ְּכָבר ָיַדְעָּת ֶׁשְּברֹוב ַהְּבָרכֹות 
ֶׁשִּתְקנּו ֲחָכֵמינּו ִזְכרֹוָנם ִלְבָרָכה 
ִּתְקנּום ְלַסְּדָרם ַעל ַהּכֹוס, ִמְּפֵני 

ֶׁשהּוא ֶּדֶרְך ָּכבֹוד ּוְׁשַבח ָנֶאה 
ְלַסֵּדר ֵּכן ִׁשְבחֹו ּוִבְרָכתֹו ִיְתָּבַרְך 
ִעם ַהּכֹוס ֶׁשְּבָידֹו, ּוְכמֹו ֶׁשָאַמר 
ַהָּכתּוב ]ְּתִהִּלים קטז, יג[ “ּכֹוס 

ְיׁשּועֹות ֶאָּׂשא ּוְבֵׁשם ה’ ֶאְקָרא.” 
ַּגם ַעל ִּפי ַהַּקָּבָלה ֵיׁש ּבֹו סֹוד ָּגדֹול.

7. Rambam, Mishnah Torah Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:10 

One makes a separate blessing (borei pri 
hagafen) over each of these Four Cups. And 
over the first cup we say Kiddush; over the 
second we read the Haggadah; over the third 
cup we recite Birkat Hamazon; over the 
fourth cup we finish the Hallel and make the 
Birkat Hashir.

ָּכל ּכֹוס ְוכֹוס ֵמַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ָהֵאּלּו, 
ְמָבֵרְך ָעָליו ְּבָרָכה ִּבְפֵני ַעְצמֹו.  ְוכֹוס 
ִראׁשֹון, אֹוֵמר ָעָליו ִקּדּוׁש ַהּיֹום; ּכֹוס 

ֵׁשִני, קֹוֵרא ָעָליו ֶאת ַהַהָּגָדה; ּכֹוס 
ְׁשִליִׁשי, ְמָבֵרְך ָעָליו ִּבְרַּכת ַהָּמזֹון; ּכֹוס 

ְרִביִעי, ּגֹוֵמר ָעָליו ֶאת ַהַהֵּלל, ּוְמָבֵרְך 
ָעָליו ִּבְרַּכת ַהִּׁשיר.

8. Mishnah and Gemara, Pesachim 117b

Mishnah: [After they have] poured him a third 
cup, he makes a blessing over his meal (Birkat 
Hamazon). [They pour him] a fourth, and he 
finishes the Hallel over it and says over it the 
Blessing of the Song [the Gemara later identifies
this blessing]…Gemara: Said Rav Chanan
to Rava, “[Can we] conclude from here that
Birkat Hamazon [in general, not just on Pesach
Night] must be followed with a cup of wine?” 
He replied, “The rabbis decreed four cups as an 
expression of freedom. We do a mitzvah together 
with each one [of the cups].”

משנה: ָמְזגּו לֹו ּכֹוס ְׁשִליִׁשי, ְמָבֵרְך 
ַעל ְמזֹונֹו. ְרִביִעי, ּגֹוֵמר ָעָליו ֶאת 

ַהֵּלל, ְואֹוֵמר ָעָליו ִּבְרַּכת ַהִּׁשיר ... 
גמרא: ָאַמר ֵליּה ַרב ָחָנן ְלָרָבא, 

“ְׁשַמע ִמיָנּה ִּבְרַּכת ַהָּמזֹון ְטעּוָנה 
ּכֹוס.” ָאַמר ֵליּה, “ַאְרַּבע ָּכֵסי ִּתְקנּו 

ַרָּבָנן ֶּדֶרְך ֵחירּות. ָּכל ַחד ְוַחד ַנֲעִביד 
ֵּביּה ִמְצָוה.”
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9. Talmud Yerushalmi, Pesachim 10:1 

From where [in Tanach] do we find an allusion to 
the Four Cups [that the Sages enacted]? 
Rabbi Yochanan said, quoting Rabbi Benayah, 
that they correspond to the four stages of 
redemption: “Therefore tell the Children of Israel 
I am God and I took you out…and I saved you…
and redeemed you…and took you to me as a 
nation” (Shemot/Exodus 6:6-7).

ִמַּנִיין ְלַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות? 

ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ְּבֵׁשם ר’ ר’ ְּבָנָיה ְּכֶנֶגד 
ַאְרַּבע ְּגאּולֹות: “ָלֵכן ֱאֹמר ִלְבֵני 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֲאִני ה’ ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאְתֶכם 

... ְוָלַקְחִּתי ֶאְתֶכם ִלי ְלָעם...” 
)שמות ו:ו-ז( ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ְוִהַּצְלִּתי 

ְוָגַאְלִּתי ְוָלַקְחִּתי.

How Must the Four Cups Be Drunk?

We must precede our next case with a comment about Talmudic methodology. In 
order to understand the fundamental concepts of a halachah, the Talmud often 
inquires about a case that highlights the particular issue at hand – even if the case 
occurs only rarely. Sometimes a ruling in an extreme case, specially crafted to test 
different understandings of a halachah, can reveal its key principles. The following is 
an example of an unusual case, which can serve to sharpen our understanding of the 
mitzvah of the Four Cups.

How do you think the Tosafot and the Rambam (based on the Brisker 
Rav’s analysis as presented above) would each rule about the 
following case?

Case 2. Four Cups in a Row

What if someone sat down on Seder Night and just drank four cups of wine, one after 
the other? Does he fulfill the mitzvah of the Four Cups?

Who would do such a thing? It could be a person who wanted to do something 
significant in honor of the Seder Night but did not have a Haggadah – so he decided 
to eat some matzah and drink four cups of wine. It could also be someone with 
limited time that evening but wanted to fulfill the mitzvot of the Seder in a minimal 
way – for instance, someone caring for an ailing relative or dealing with emergency 
situations (a policeman, ambulance driver, soldier, surgeon in an emergency room, 
etc.). 

10. Pesachim 108b 

If someone drank them all at once: Rav said that 
he has fulfilled [the requirement of] “wine,” but 
has not fulfilled the requirement of Four Cups. 

ְׁשָתָאן ְּבַבת ַאַחת: ַרב ָאַמר ְיֵדי ַיִין 
ָיָצא ְיֵדי ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ֹלא ָיָצא. 

SECTION II 
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11. Tosafot Pesachim 108b “Yedei Yayin Yatza” 

“He has fulfilled the requirement of ‘wine.’” 
The explanation of this is that he fulfills the 
requirement of being joyous on the holiday. [The 
reason this needed to be emphasized is that] you 
might have mistakenly thought that you do not 
fulfill the requirement of being joyous on the 
holiday unless you did it in the context of the 
Four Cups. 

 ְיֵדי ַיִין ָיָצא – ֵּפירּוׁש: ְיֵדי ִׂשְמַחת 
יֹום טֹוב. ְּדַסְלָקא ַּדְעָּתְך הֹוִאיל 
ְוִתְּקנּו ד’ ּכֹוסֹות, ֹלא ָנִפיק ִמיֵדי 

ִׂשְמַחת יֹום טֹוב ֶאָּלא ִאם ֵּכן ָיָצא 
ְיֵדי ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות:

12. Pesachim 109a  

The Rabbis learned: A person is obligated to bring 
joy to his children and household on the holiday, 
for it is said (Devarim/Deuteronomy 16:14), “You 
should rejoice on your holiday.” By which means 
should he bring them joy? Through wine. Rabbi 
Yehudah says: Men [should rejoice] with that which 
is appropriate to them, and women with that which 
is appropriate to them. Men with that which is 
appropriate to them: with wine. With what should 
women rejoice? Rav Yosef quoted a teaching: In 
Babylonia women should rejoice with colorful 
garments, and in the Land of Israel with well-ironed 
linen garments. We learn: Rabbi Yehudah son of 
Beteira says, “In the times when the Temple stood, 
joy was only attained through the meat [of sacrifices], 
for it says (Devarim 27:7), ‘Slaughter peace offerings 
and eat them there, and rejoice before Hashem your 
God.’ Now that the Temple is not standing, rejoicing 
is only with wine, for it says (Tehillim 104:16), 
‘Wine brings joy to the heart of man.’”

ָּתנּו ַרָּבָנן: ַחָּייב ָאָדם ְלַׂשֵּמַח 
ָּבָניו ּוְבֵני ֵּביתֹו ָּבֶרֶגל, ֶׁשֶנֱאַמר 

)ְּדָבִרים טז:יד(, “ְוָׂשַמְחָּת 
ְּבַחֶּגָך.” ַּבָמה ְמַׂשְּמָחם? ְּבַיִין. 

 ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה אֹוֵמר ֲאָנִׁשים 
 ָּבָראּוי ָלֶהם, ְוָנִׁשים ָּבָראּוי 
ָלֶהן. ֲאָנִׁשים ָּבָראּוי ָלֶהם: 

 ְּבַיִין. ְוָנִׁשים ְּבַמאי? ָּתִני ַרב 
יֹוֵסף: ְּבָבֶבל ְּבִבְגֵדי ִצְבעֹוִנין, 
ְּבֶאֶרץ ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבִבְגֵדי ִּפְׁשָּתן 
ְמגֹוָהִצין. ַּתְנָיא: ַרִּבי ְיהּוָדה 

ֶּבן ְּבֵתיָרא אֹוֵמר, ִּבְזַמן ֶׁשֵּבית 
ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ַקָּיים ֵאין ִׂשְמָחה 

ֶאָּלא ְּבָבָׂשר, ֶׁשֶנֱאַמר )דברים 
כז:ז(, “ְוָזַבְחָּת ְׁשָלִמים 

ְוָאַכְלָּת ָׁשם ְוָׂשַמְחָּת ִלְפֵני ה’ 
ֱאֹלֶקיָך,” ְוַעְכָׁשיו, ֶׁשֵאין ֵּבית 

ַהִּמְקָּדׁש ַקָּיים, ֵאין ִׂשְמָחה 
ֶאָּלא ְּבַיִין ֶׁשֶנֱאַמר )תהלים 

 קד:טז(, “ְוַיִין ְיַׂשַּמח ְלַבב 
ֱאנֹוׁש.”

13. Rambam, Mishnah Torah Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:9 

If someone drank four cups poured at once, he 
fulfilled the requirement of [expressing] “Freedom,” 
but did not fulfill the requirement of “Four Cups.”

ָׁשָתה ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ְמזּוִגין 
ְּבַבת ַאַחת – ָיָצא ְיֵדי ֵחרּות, 
ְוֹלא ָיָצא ְיֵדי ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות.
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How much of the Four Cups must be drunk?

Another issue, which has a very important practical implication, will deepen our 
analysis of the dispute still further. The question is: How much wine do you have to 
drink from each cup? Imagine the following:

Case 3. Great-Great-Grandfather’s Giant Goblet

A historic Kiddush cup has graced the tables of the Rappaport family for nine 
generations. Judaica experts have confirmed that it was crafted in the 1830s and is 
made of solid silver. The goblet is extremely large, holding nine ounces. 

What do you think? How much wine does Howie (Chaim) Rappaport, the present 
holder of the Kiddush cup, have to drink for each of the four cups? 

14. Pesachim 108b 

If one gave to his children and household 
to drink, he has fulfilled his obligation. Rav 
Nachman son of Yitzchak said: This is providing 
that he drank most of the cup.

ִהְׁשָקה ֵמֶהן ְלָבָניו ְוִלְבֵני ֵביתֹו ָיָצא: 
ָאַמר ַרב ַנְחָמן ַּבר ִיְצָחק ְוהּוא 

ְּדִאְׁשֵּתי רּוָּבא ְּדָכָסא.

15. Rambam, Mishneh Torah Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:9 

If one drank from each of the cups the majority [of 
its contents] he has fulfilled his obligation.

ְוִאם ָׁשָתה ִמָּכל ּכֹוס ֵמֶהן ֻרּבֹו, 
ָיָצא.

16. Tosafot Pesachim 108b “Ruba Dekasa”

Most of the cup – that is, a cheekful…However, 
ideally he should drink a quarter of a log (about 
three ounces or 86 ml).  

 רּוָּבא ְּדָכָסא - ַהְיינּו ִּכְמֹלא 
לּוְגָמיו ... ּוִמיהּו, ְלַכְּתִחָּלה ָצִריְך 

ִלְׁשּתֹות ְרִביִעית.

17. Chidushei Maran Riz Halevi al HaRambam, Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:9 

I heard from my father, my master and teacher, 
the great scholar and saint, of blessed memory…
that according to Tosafot even for the Four 
Cups, the main mitzvah is not drinking the 
cups, but the blessings over the cups. It is 
exactly like the Kiddush of all year round and 
other “cups of blessing”…So too, for the Four 
Cups, according to the letter of the law the 
amount that needs to be drunk is a cheekful, 
just like the cup of Kiddush…The same is true 
for all “cups of blessing”… 

However, the Rambam…maintains that the

ָׁשַמְעִּתי ֵמָאִבי ֲאדֹוִני מֹוִרי ְוַרִּבי 
ַהָּגאֹון ֵזֶכר ַצִּדיק ִלְבָרָכה ... ִּדְסִביָרא 

ֵליּה ְלַהּתֹוָספֹות ְּדַגם ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות 
 ֵאין ִעיָּקר ַהִּמְצָוה ִּבְׁשִתַיית ַהּכֹוסֹות, 

ַרק ְּבַהְּבָרכֹות ֶׁשַעל ַהּכֹוסֹות ַוֲהֵוי 
ַמָּמׁש ּדּוְגַמת ִקיּדּוׁש ְּדָכל ַהָּׁשָנה 
ְוָכל ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה ... ַּגם ַּגֵּבי 

ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ִעיָּקר ִׁשיעּור ַהְּׁשִתָּיה 
 ִמִּדיָנא הּוא ְמֹלא לּוְגָמיו ְּכמֹו ַּגֵּבי 

ּכֹוס ֶׁשל ִקיּדּוׁש ... ְוהּוא ַהִּדין ְּבָכל 
ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה ... 

אּוָלם ָהַרְמַּב”ם ... ְסִביָרא ֵליּה ְּדַרק

SECTION III 
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amount of a cheekful is specific to Kiddush 
(and to other “cups of blessing”). But with 
regards to the Four Cups, one must drink the 
actual majority of a cup, and not just a cheekful. 
This is also the approach of the Ramban 
(Nachmanides), quoted in the Beit Yosef and 
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 472:9, who rules 
that even if the cup is large and holds a number 
of revi’it measures, one must drink the majority 
of that cup.

 ַּגֵּבי ִקיּדּוׁש הּוא ַּדֲהֵוי ִׁשיעּור 
ְטִעיָמתֹו ְמֹלא לּוְגָמיו, ַאָבל ַּגֵּבי 

ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ָּבִעיָנן ַּדְוָקא רּוָּבא 
ְּדָכָסא ְוֹלא ְמֹלא לּוְגָמיו, ְוָכְך הּוא 
ַּגם ִׁשיַטת ָהַרְמַּב”ן הּוְבָאה ְּבֵבית 

יֹוֵסף ְוֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך אֹוַרח ַחִיים ִסיָמן 
תע”ב ְסִעיף ט’ ְּדַגם ִאם ַהּכֹוס ָּגדֹול 

 ּוַמֲחִזיק ַּכָּמה ְרִביִעיֹות ָצִריְך 
ִלְׁשּתֹות ַּדְוָקא רֹוב ַהּכֹוס.

Which Beverage is Drunk for the Four Cups?

The Brisker Rav discusses an additional practical ramification that might arise from 
the conceptual dispute between Tosafot and the Rambam. The issue relates to the 
types of beverages that qualify for the Four Cups on Pesach night. This is the subject 
of Section IV.

Case 4. A Pre-Passover Trip to a Jerusalem Boutique Wine Store

Five of the PIE (Passover in Israel Experience) participants went on a pre-Passover 
expedition to Jerusalem’s Pri Hagafen boutique wine store. They gathered an 
impressive array of high-end Israeli wines – reds, whites, some dessert wines – and 
even a bottle of Kosher French Champagne. 

On their way out of the store, Sharie said: “Wait a second, we need to get a few 
bottles of grape juice! I want to be able to stay up the whole Seder Night – I bet a lot 
of us would. And I know Simon does not drink any wine at all.”

“This is not so simple,” said Miriam, “Who says you can drink anything other than wine 
for the Four Cups?”

Jason texted Rabbi Yanovitz: “G juice OK 4 4 cups?”

Rabbi Yanovitz: “Buy - long story – explain later.”

Before we hear what Rabbi Yanovitz said, think: Based on what we have learned 
until now, could you drink four cups of grape juice on the Seder Night and fulfill the 
mitzvah?

18. Mishnah Pesachim 99b 

And they should not [give] him less than 
four cups of wine, even [coming] from the 
community food distribution.

ְוֹלא ִיְפֲחתּו לֹו ֵמַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל 
ַיִין, ַוֲאִפּלּו ִמן ַהַּתְמחּוי.

SECTION IV 
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19. Bava Batra 97b 

Said Rava: One can squeeze a cluster of 
grapes and say Kiddush over [the juice].

 ָאַמר ָרָבא: סֹוֵחט ָאָדם ֶאְׁשּכֹול 
ֶׁשל ֲעָנִבים ְואֹוֵמר ָעָליו ִקיּדּוׁש ַהּיֹום.

20. Pesachim 107a 

Mar Yanuka and Mar Kashisha son of Rav Chisda 
said to Rav Ashi: Once Ameimar visited our place 
and we did not have wine [for Havdalah after 
Shabbat]. We brought him beer, but he did not 
make Havdalah over it, and he went to sleep without 
eating [for it is forbidden to eat after Shabbat until 
making Havdalah]. The next day we made efforts 
and brought him wine, and he made Havdalah and 
then ate something. A year later he visited again, and 
once again we did not have wine. We brought before 
him beer, and he said, “If that is the case, this is the 
equivalent of wine in this country.” He then made 
Havdalah over it and ate something.

ַאְמֵרי ֵליּה ַמר ְינּוָקא ּוַמר 
ְקִׁשיָׁשא ְּבֵריּה ְּדַרב ִחְסָּדא 

ְלַרב ַאִׁשי: ִזיְמָנא ֲחָדא 
ִאיְקַלע ַאֵמיָמר ְלַאְתִרין ְוֹלא 
 ַהָּוה ָלן ַחְמָרא. ַאְייִתיָנא ֵליּה 

 ִׁשיְכָרא ְוֹלא ַאְבִּדיל ּוָבת 
ְטָוות. ְלָמָחר ָטַרְחָנא 

ְוַאְייִתיָנא ֵליּה ַחְמָרא ְוַאְבִּדיל 
ְוָטַעם ִמיִדי. ְלָׁשָנה, ּתּו 

ִאיְקַלע ְלַאְתִרין ֹלא ַהָּוה ָלן 
ַחְמָרא. ַאְייִתיָנא ִׁשיְכָרא. 

 ָאַמר: ִאי ָהִכי ֲחַמר ְמִדיָנה 
הּוא ַאְבִּדיל ְוָטִעים ִמיִדי.

21. Pesachim 108b 

Said Rav Yehudah quoting Shmuel: These four cups 
must be well diluted. If he drank them undiluted, 
he has fulfilled his obligation…Rava said, “He has 
fulfilled his obligation of ‘wine,’ but not that of 
‘freedom.’”

ָאַמר ַרב ְיהּוָדה ָאַמר ְׁשמּוֵאל: 
ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ַהָּללּו ָצִריְך 
ֶׁשְיֵהא ָּבֶהן ְּכֵדי ְמִזיַגת ּכֹוס 

ָיֶפה. ְׁשָתָאן ַחי ָיָצא ... ָאַמר 
ָרָבא ְיֵדי ַיִין ָיָצא, ְיֵדי ֵחירּות 

ֹלא ָיָצא. 

22. Tosafot Pesachim 108b “Sheta’an Chai Yatza”

If one drinks it undiluted he fulfills his obligation – 
It seems [from here] that ideally one is required to 
dilute [the wine]. Similarly, in the Seventh Chapter 
of Berachot (50b), we find that all agree that one 
should not make a blessing over a “cup of blessing” 
until water is added.

ְׁשָתָאן ַחי ָיָצא: ַמְׁשַמע  
ִּדְלַכְּתִחָּלה ָּבִעי ְמִזיָגה ְוֵכן 

 ְּבֶפֶרק ְׁשֹלָׁשה ֶׁשָאְכלּו )ְּבָרכֹות
נ:( ַאְמִריָנן ַהֹּכל מֹוִדים ְּבכֹוס 

ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה ֶׁשֵאין ְמָבְרִכין ָעָליו 
ַעד ֶׁשִּיֵּתן ְלתֹוכֹו ַמִים.

23. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:9 

These four cups must be diluted so they are 
pleasant to drink, depending on the specific wine 
and the taste of the person drinking it. A person 
should not have less than one revi’it (see Source 4

ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ָהֵאּלּו--ָצִריְך 
ִלְמֹזג אֹוָתן, ְּכֵדי ֶׁשִּתְהֶיה ְׁשִתָּיה 

ֲעֵרָבה:  ַהֹּכל ְלִפי ַהַּיִין, ּוְלִפי 
ַּדַעת ַהּׁשֹוֶתה; ְוֹלא ִיְפֹחת
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above) of undiluted wine for all the cups together 
[the standard proportion of wine to water was 
one part wine to three parts water]. If he drank 
undiluted wine for these four cups, he has fulfilled 
the obligation of Four Cups but not that of 
“freedom.” If, however, he drank four well-diluted 
cups all at once, he has fulfilled “freedom” but not 
Four Cups. And if he drank the majority of each of 
the cups, he has fulfilled his obligation.

ְּבַאְרַּבְעָּתן ֵמְרִביִעית ַיִין ָחי.  
ָׁשָתה ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ֵאּלּו ִמַּיִין 
ֶׁשֵאינֹו ָמזּוג--ָיָצא ְיֵדי ַאְרָּבָעה 

ּכֹוסֹות, ְוֹלא ָיָצא ְיֵדי ֵחרּות; 
ָׁשָתה ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ְמזּוִגין 
ְּבַבת ַאַחת--ָיָצא ְיֵדי ֵחרּות, 

ְוֹלא ָיָצא ְיֵדי ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות.  
ְוִאם ָׁשָתה ִמָּכל ּכֹוס ֵמֶהן ֻרּבֹו, 

ָיָצא.

24. Chidushei Maran Riz Halevi al HaRambam, Hilchot Chametz Umatzah 7:9 

It seems possible to say that although chamar 
medinah (non-wine alcoholic beverage) is 
kosher for Havdalah (Pesachim 107), and 
therefore also for other “cups of blessing,” this 
might apply only to “cups of blessing,” since 
other beverages can also be defined as a “cup.” 
But on Pesach night, when the essence of the 
mitzvah is to drink wine in the way of free 
men – as we quoted the Rambam’s formulation 
that each and every person is obligated to drink 
on this night four cups of wine – the mitzvah 
might be limited specifically to wine. With 
regards to drinking we do not find that chamar 
medinah is considered wine, only with regards 
to the definition of “cups of blessing.” In this 
respect, chamar medinah will be parallel to 
drinking undiluted wine.

ְוִלְכאֹוָרה ָהָיה ֶאְפָׁשר לֹוַמר ְּדַאף ַעל 
ַגב ְּדַאְמִריָנן ִּבְפָסִחים ַּדף ק”ז ְּדַגם 

ֲחַמר ְמִדיָנה ָּכֵׁשר ְלַהְבָּדָלה, ּוִמֵּמיָלא 
ְּדהּוא ַהִּדין ְּבָכל ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה, 
ַאָבל ָּכל ֶזה ַרק ְלִעְנַין ִּדין ּכֹוס ֶׁשל 

ְּבָרָכה, ְּדַגם ֲחַמר ְמִדיָנה ִמְקֵרי ּכֹוס. 
ַאָבל ְּבֵליל ֶּפַסח, ְּדִעיָּקר ַהִּמְצָוה ִהיא 
 ִּבְׁשִתַּית ַיִין ֶּדֶרְך ֵחרּות ּוְכמֹו ֶׁשֵהֵבאנּו 

ִמָּלׁשֹון ָהַרְמַּב”ם ְּדָכל ֶאָחד ְוֶאָחד 
 ַחָּייב ִלְׁשּתֹות ַּבַּלְיָלה  ַהֶּזה ַאְרָּבָעה 

ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ַיִין, ּוָבֶזה ֵיׁש לֹוַמר 
ֶׁשַהִּמְצָוה ִהיא ַיִין ַּדְוָקא. ִּדְלִעְנָין 

ִמְצַות ַהְּׁשִתָּיה ׂלא ַמְׁשְּכִחיָנן ְּדַחַמר 
ְמִדיָנה ְיֵהא ֶנְחַׁשב ְּכָּיִין ְלִעְנַין ֶזה ַרק 

ְלִעְנָין ִּדין ּכֹוס ֶׁשל ְּבָרָכה ִּבְלַבד, ְוֲהֵוי 
ְּכִאילּו ְׁשָתָאן ַחי ... 

Halachic Conclusions

WHO DRINKS THE FOUR CUPS?

25. Shulchan Aruch 472:14-15 

14. Even women (who in general are not obligated 
in time-bound mitzvot) are obligated in the Four 
Cups and all the mitzvot of the night.

15. It is a mitzvah to give a cup to children who 
have reached the age at which they can be educated 
in mitzvah performance.

)יד( ַּגם ַהָּנִׁשים ַחָּיבֹות ְּבַאְרַּבע 
ּכֹוסֹות ּוְבָכל ִמְצֹות ַהּנֹוֲהגֹות 

ְּבאֹותֹו ַלְיָלה:

 )טו( ִּתינֹוקֹות ֶׁשִהִּגיעּו ְלִחינּוְך 
ִמְצָוה ִליֵּתן ְלָכל ֶאָחד ּכֹוסֹו 

ְלָפָניו:

HALACHIC

CONCLUSIONS
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26. Shulchan Aruch Harav 472:22 

Even household members who hear Kiddush and 
Haggadah from the head of the household are 
nonetheless obligated to drink the Four Cups in the 
manner of a free man. 

ַאף ְּבֵני ַהַּבִית ֶׁשֵהן ׁשֹוְמִעין 
ַהִּקּדּוׁש ְוַהַהָּגָדה ִמַּבַעל ַהַּבִית 

ַאף ַעל ִּפי ֵכן ַחָּייב ָּכל ֶאָחד 
ְוֶאָחד ִלְׁשּתֹות ד’ ּכֹוסֹות ֶּדֶרְך 

ֵחירּות:

27. Haseder Ha’aruch 41:3 

When they [charity distributors] give wine to a 
poor person for the Four Cups, they should also 
give for [the members of] his household, for they 
do not fulfill their obligation through the head of 
the household’s drinking. 

ְּכֶׁשנֹוְתִנים ֶלָעִני ַיִין ְלד’ ּכֹוסֹות, 
ָראּוי ִליֵּתן לֹו ַיִין ַּגם ִלְבֵני ֵביתֹו, 
ֶׁשֵּכן ֵאין ֵהם יֹוְצִאים ְיֵדי חֹוָבה 

ִּבְׁשִתָיתֹו ֶׁשל ַּבַעל ַהַּבִית.

DRINKING FOUR CUPS CONSECUTIVELY

28. Shulchan Aruch 472:8 

One needs to drink the Four Cups according to the 
order [they appear over the Seder Night], and if one 
drank them one after the other, not according to 
their order, he does not fulfill his obligation.

ָצִריְך ִלְׁשּתֹות ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות ַעל 
ַהֵּסֶדר, ְוִאם ְׁשָתָאן ֶזה ַאַחר ֶזה 

ֶׁשֹּלא ְּכֵסֶדר ֹלא ָיָצא:

HOW MUCH WINE IS DRUNK FOR EACH CUP?

29. Shulchan Aruch 472:9 

The [proper] size of the cup is a revi’it (3-5 oz, 
86-150 ml; see Source 4 above) after it is mixed (if 
he mixes water with the wine). He should drink 
all of it, or (at least) most of it. If the cup [is large 
enough to] contain many revi’iot, the amount of 
people that can drink from it is the amount of 
revi’iot it contains (five people can drink from a cup 
containing five revi’iot). Some say that one must 
drink most of the cup, even if it holds a number of 
revi’iot.

ִׁשיעּור ַהּכֹוס ְרִביִעית ְלַאַחר 
ֶׁשִיְמְזֶגנּו )ִאם ָרָצה ְלָמְזגֹו(. 

ְוִיְׁשֶּתה ּכּולֹו אֹו רּוּבֹו. ְוִאם ֵיׁש 
 ּבֹו ַהְרֵּבה ְרִביִעּיֹות ׁשֹוִתין ִמֶּמנּו 
 ָּכל ַּכְך ְּבֵני ָאָדם ְּכִמְנָין ְרִביִעּיֹות 

ֶׁשּבֹו. ְוֵיׁש אֹוְמִרים ֶׁשָצִריְך 
ִלְׁשּתֹות רֹוב ַהּכֹוס ֲאִפילּו 
ַמֲחִזיק ַּכָּמה ְרִביִעיֹות ....

WHAT ABOUT DRINKING GRAPE JUICE?

30. Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Weingarten, Haseder Ha’aruch 14:7 

7. One who finds it difficult to drink wine can 
fulfill his obligation of the Four Cups by means of

 ז. ִמי ֶׁשָּקֶׁשה לֹו ִלְׁשּתֹות ַיִין, 
יֹוֵצא ְיֵדי חֹוַבת ַאְרַּבע ּכֹוסֹות 
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grape juice, and it is preferable to raisin wine and 
cooked wine…

8. Ideally one should make the effort to get wine 
with alcohol content, because it “brings joy to the 
heart of man” (based on Tehillim 104:15), and for 
the Four Cups, wine that brings joy is required.

ְּבִמיץ ֲעָנִבים, ְוהּוא ָעִדיף ִמֵּיין 
ִצּמּוִקים אֹו ִמַּיִין ֶׁשִּנְתַּבֵּׁשל ...

ח. ְלַכְּתִחָּלה ֵיׁש ִלְטרֹוַח ְלַהִּׂשיג 
 ַיִין ֶׁשֵיׁש ּבֹו ַאְלּכֹוהֹול, ְלִפי ֶׁשהּוא 

“ְמַׂשֵּמַח ְלַבב ֱאנֹוׁש” )ַעל ִּפי 
ְּתִהִּלים קד:טו(, ּוְלד’ ּכֹוסֹות 

ָצִריְך ִלְׁשּתֹות ַיִין ַהְמַׂשֵּמַח.

Biblical Hints for the Four Cups

Even though the mitzvah of the Four Cups is Rabbinic in origin, the Talmud 
Yerushalmi supplies four hints from the Tanach that enrich our understanding of the 
mitzvah.

31. Talmud Yerushalmi, Pesachim 10:1 

From where in Tanach do we find an allusion to 
the Four Cups [that the Sages enacted]? 

Rabbi Yochanan said, quoting Rabbi Benayah, 
that they correspond to the four stages of 
redemption: “Therefore tell the Children of Israel I 
am God and I took you out…and I saved you…and 
redeemed you…and took you to me as a nation” 
(Shemot 6:6-7).

Rabbi Yehoshua son of Levi said that they 
correspond to the four cups of Pharaoh [in the 
dream that the butler told over to Yosef (Joseph) 
in prison]: “Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand…I 
squeezed them (the grapes) into Pharaoh’s cup…
and I placed Pharaoh’s cup in his hand…and you 
will place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand.” (Bereishit/
Genesis 40:11-12).

Rabbi Levi said that they correspond to the four 
kingdoms [that subjugated Israel].

The Rabbis said that they correspond to the four 
cups of punishment that the Holy One, blessed be 
He, will in the future give the nations of the world 
to drink: “For thus said Hashem, God of Israel, 
to me, ‘Take this cup of wrath …’” (Yirmiyahu/
Jeremiah 25:16); “The gold cup of Babylonia is in 
God’s hand” (Yirmiyahu 51:7); “For there is a cup

ִמַּנִיין ְלַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות? 

ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ְּבֵׁשם ר’ ר’ ְּבָנָיה ְּכֶנֶגד 
ַאְרַּבע ְּגאּולֹות: “ָלֵכן ֱאֹמר ִלְבֵני 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֲאִני ה’ ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ֶאְתֶכם 

... ְוָלַקְחִּתי ֶאְתֶכם ִלי ְלָעם...” 
)שמות ו:ו-ז( ְוהֹוֵצאִתי ְוִהַּצְלִּתי 

ְוָגַאְלִּתי ְוָלַקְחִּתי. 

ַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶּבן ֵלִוי ָאַמר ְּכֶנֶגד 
ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל ַּפְרֹעה: 

“ְוכֹוס ַּפְרֹעה ְּבָיִדי ... ָוֶאְׂשַחט 
ֹאָתם ֶאל ּכֹוס ַּפְרֹעה ... ָוֶאֵּתן 

ֶאת ַהּכֹוס ַעל ַּכף ַּפְרֹעה ... ְוָנַתָּת 
כֹוס ַּפְרֹעה ְּבָידֹו ....” )בראשית 

מ:יא-יב(

ַרִּבי ֵלִוי ָאַמר ְּכֶנֶגד ַאְרָּבָעה 
ַמְלֻכיֹות. 

ְוַרָּבָנן ַאְמֵרי ְּכֶנֶגד ד’ ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל 
 ֻּפְרָענּות ֶׁשַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוְך הּוא 

ָעִתיד ְלַהְׁשקֹות ֶאת אּומֹות 
ָהעֹוָלם: “ִּכי ֹכה ָאַמר ה’ ֱאֹלֵהי 
ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֵאַלי ַקח ֶאת ּכֹוס ַהַּיִין 
ַהֵחָמה ...” )ירמיה כה:טו(, “ 

ּכֹוס ָזָהב ָּבֶבל ְּבַיד ה’...”
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in God’s hand” (Tehillim 75:9); “And he will rain 
fire and sulfur on the evildoers…” (Tehillim 11:6).  

Corresponding to them, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, will in the future give Israel to drink the four 
cups of consolation: “God is my portion and my 
cup” (Tehillim 16:5); “You poured oil over my head 
and my cup is overflowing” (Tehillim 23:5); and 
[the verse] “I lift up the cup of salvations” (Tehillim 
116:13) counts as two (because “salvations” is 
plural).

)ירמיה נא:ז(, “ִּכי כֹוס ְּבַיד ה’ 
...” )תהילים עה:ט(, “ַיְמֵטר 

ַעל ְרָׁשִעים ַּפִחים ֵאׁש ְוָגְפִרית 
]ְורּוַח ִזְלָעפֹות ְמָנת ּכֹוָסם[” 

)תהילים יא:ו(. 

ּוְכֶנְגָּדן ָעִתיד הקב”ה ְלַהְׁשקֹות 
ֶאת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַאְרָּבָעה ּכֹוסֹות ֶׁשל 
ֶנָחמֹות: “ה’ ְמָנת ֶחְלִקי ְוכֹוִסי” 

)תהילים טז:ה(, “ִּדַּׁשְנָּת ַבֶּׁשֶמן 
ֹראִׁשי ּכֹוִסי ְרָוָיה” )תהילים 
כג:ה(, ְוַהֵדין “ּכֹוס ְיׁשּועֹות 

ֶאָּׂשא” )תהילים קטז:יג( ְּתֵריין.

Think about the following two questions:

a. Why do you think each of these four biblical references is related to 
the four cups and the Seder night?

b. If you had to group the four approaches of the Yerushalmi into two 
groups, how would you divide them up?

The Morasha Syllabus

The Pesach Seder Experience Handbook  
http://nleresources.com/nle-morasha-syllabus/jewish-calendar/the-passover-seder-
experience-handbook/

Pesach I: Slavery and the Pesach Miracles 
http://nleresources.com/nle-morasha-syllabus/jewish-calendar/pesach-slavery-
miracles/

Pesach II: Nationhood, Providence & Freedom 
http://nleresources.com/nle-morasha-syllabus/jewish-calendar/pesach-ii-
nationhood-providence-freedom/

Hebrew Source Material

Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef zt”l’s Chazon Ovadiah Volume I includes a number of articles 
on the Four Cups. At the end of Chapter 6 he discusses using grape juice for 
Kiddush and the Four Cups.

RECOM-
MENDED 
ADDITIONAL 
READING
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Chapters 41-47 of Rabbi Moshe Yaakov Weingarten’s Haseder Ha’Aruch deal with the 
Four Cups. The book is a comprehensive work on all aspects of the Seder Night, with 
helpful footnotes.

English Articles

The Arba’ah Kosos, by Rabbi Yonasan Sacks, available online at http://www.
torahweb.org/torah/2009/moadim/rsac_pesach.html

Seder Night: the Mitzvah of “The Four Cups,” by Rabbi Doniel Neustadt, available 
online at http://www.torah.org/advanced/weekly-halacha/5760/tazria.html

“The Nature of the Mitzvah to Drink Wine on Pesach Night,” by Rabbi Mordecai 
Kornfeld, in the Daf Hayomi Advancement Forum’s Insights into the Daily Daf, 
available online at http://dafyomi.co.il/pesachim/insites/ps-dt-108.htm

“May We Use Grape Juice for the Arba’ah Kosot?” a three part series by Rabbi Chaim 
Jachter. The third article and links to the previous two appear online at: 
http://koltorah.org/ravj/15-27_May_We_Use_Grape_Juice_for_the_Arba_Kosot_3.
htm


