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I have reviewed Rabbi Edelstein’s excellent work in its entirety including many of the
scholarly footnotes. Rabbi Edelstein, as a major leader in the field of kiruv and a
talmid chacham of note, is eminently qualified both insofar as his many years of
experience and his erudition to write a treatise dealing the halalchic issues pertaining
to kiruv. This sefer is both a practical and scholarly guide for the many extraordinarily
devoted and exalted individuals who have taken upon themselves a career in the holy
avodah of kiruv, as well as for the rabbanim and talmidei chachamim who engage
with the vast majority of Jews who are unfortunately far removed from Torah.

Although in his preface Rabbi Edelstein states that his work is not meant to be an
halachic sefer and one should not rule halacha 1’maase from this sefer, in fact, the
sefer does give clear halachic rulings based on reliable sources to many of the
complicated and difficult issues that kiruv workers constantly face. Accordingly, this
sefer should and will be a constant companion to be read carefully and consulted.
Rabbi Edelstein is not a mechadesh, but has served to demonstrate a solid consensus
on many of the thorny halachic issues.

Kiruv is vital for the spiritual survival of the majority of our nation. Noteworthy in
this sefer is a compendium of admonitions proclaimed by gedolei Yisroel that kiruv is
not only for professionals. but for anyone who has the ability to influence and guide
the uncommitted towards a Torah life. For this reason resolutions of questions such
as if and when it might be permissible to invite a mechallel shabbos for a shabbos
meal and other similar questions are issues of which all shomrei Torah u’mitzvos
need to be aware and informed. As such, this sefer is recommended to be in the
library of every serious ben Torah.
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I just completed reviewing R. Avraham Edelstein’s masterful sefer nxn eT¥n. It
brought back memories going back almost forty years when, as a young mechanech just
starting to dabble in the world of Jewish outreach, I was overwhelmed by the complexity of
halachic issues | confronted on a daily basis. Eventually | published a small sefer in which |
attempted to address some of those topics. In recent years a number of wonderful seforim
have been written, dealing with the sugyos that are crucial to understanding the nature and
scope of our individual and collective responsibility to seek the spiritual welfare of our non-
observant brothers and sisters.

Rabbi Edelstein’s monumental sefer builds upon the foundation of these earlier works,
adding hundreds of piskei halachos and insights of contemporary poskim who are grappling
with the ever-changing landscape of Jewish life in the 215 century. As someone who has
devoted his life to Jewish outreach and has spent many years in the trenches, Reb Avraham
understands that “spiritual giving” is not merely a matter of academics. a7 'pr1¥n is the
halachic diary of one of Am Yisroel’s most dedicated and talented soldiers. This is an important
and incisive study that is invaluable to anyone whose heart is awakened to the deepest need of
every Jew, the longing to return to Hashem Yisborach.
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PREFACE

A. THE HALACHIC APPROACH

he mekarev has dedicated his life to bringing Jews to doing

Hashem’s will. He does that by example and by education,

by being a wonderful person and an inspiration. Surely,
the mekarev is one who should be showing maximum fealty to the
very halachah he wishes his “mekarevees” to adhere to. As such, it
is a part of the basic toolbox of the mekarev to be proficient in the
knowledge of those areas of halachah which impact on the unique
parts of his avodas Hashem. He should study, but only in order to
ask. For the answer to these questions will not lie in any sefer but
rather with a living posek. As Rav Moshe Feinstein wrote, concern-
ing psak in general:

And only a Mara D’Asra knows how to decide a final psak...And even
when he knows the local conditions of the place, and he is fit to decide
on this matter given his greatness in Torah and his greatness in pure
yiras Hashem, still he should take into consideration places that are
nearby that have no need for this psak, lest they come to rely on this
heter, and the kilkul will be more than the tikun.!
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XX The Laws of Outreach

So many factors go into the conclusions of the poskim on issues
that impact on kiruv rechokim that no author could ever aspire to write
them all down.

In order for the mekarev to ask his she’ilos, several things need to
be in place. We must not only know a certain amount of Torah, but we
must also have the right attitude. Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman once
stated that the need to know the Shulchan Aruch for anything one
might wish to do is similar to the need to know the protocol prior to
appearing before a king:? one would both want to avoid punishment
for any wrongdoing, as well as be familiar with the customs so that
he acts in a proper manner before the king. Similarly, we as outreach
professionals ought to frame our approach to the laws of kiruv not
only in terms of what the halachah allows us to do, but also in terms
of how the King would like us to behave.

Many of us are used to thinking of kiruv rechokim as an ongoing
situation of extenuating circumstances requiring whatever halachic
dispensations we can lay our hands on in order to accomplish the
task at hand. There is a certain element of truth in this. The out-
reach professionals try to present the Torah to a population whose
behavioral standards may be entirely different than our own—a
population that is accustomed to men and women intermingling,
that is often dressed inappropriately, that does not keep Shabbos,
nor bless before and after eating. The poskim are more lenient over-
all because of the halachic basis for claiming that outreach consti-

tutes spiritual lifesaving.? Conversely, they do not want our actions
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Preface XXI

to distance anyone from the Torah, chas v’shalom.* They are even
lenient with ba'alei teshuvah after they are no longer in a religiously
perilous state.”

Having said that, the poskim also stress that our Creator wants out-
reach to be performed entirely within the halachic framework,® and our
natural instincts of what the halachic parameters in kiruv may be are
often wrong. The poskim are not lenient everywhere and often make
fine distinctions between one case and another.

We, as outreach professionals, do not want to be halachically sec-
ond-rate Jews.

Take the issue of Shabbos. The issue of causing one to drive on
Shabbos is so serious that Rav Shmuel Wosner declared that a Shabbos
bris milah should be postponed if it would generate Shabbos desecra-
tion when transporting the baby or taking pictures, etc.” Although
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XXII  The Laws of Outreach

many disagree with him,® his statement is an indication of the seri-
ousness of the issue.

We have to be careful that Shabbos desecration does not become the
new norm and that we are not inadvertently communicating a message
that, somehow, the Shulchan Aruch got rewritten for outreach profes-
sionals, and that for the sake of kiruv, we simply have to accept all forms
of Shabbos desecration committed by the people with whom we work.

It is worthwhile to remember that Chazal went so far as to override
the mitzvos of shofar and lulav on Shabbos rather than risk even one
instance of Shabbos desecration.? Hence, the poskim of our generation
who permitted inviting a non-observant person for Shabbos did so un-
der proscribed conditions. For example, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach,
who allowed, under qualified conditions, to invite Shabbos violators
to Shabbos services, instructed that the parking lot of the shul (or
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Preface XXIII

wherever the service is being held) be closed.’® Notably, he did not want
this limited psak to be publicized, and in fact, his fears that it would be
used as a blanket heter were realized.'!

Many of the heterim were given to out-of-town community rabbis
to allow people to drive to shul as a temporary measure.” Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach stated that these she’ilos are individual, and that
one cannot make klalim and blanket heterim out of any specific answer
since any answer is, to begin with, based on an exceptional fyw NN
tailor-made to that situation.”

Therefore, even if we rely on a heter that allows us to invite someone
for Shabbos, we should never give up trying to minimize the chillul
Shabbos involved. Rabbi Moshe Sher, a renowned mohel in South Africa,
maintained that when there was a probability that guests would drive
to a Shabbos bris, the bris should be performed in the late afternoon,
and he instructed the family to make the seudah on motzaei Shabbos.**

Similarly, bar mitzvah celebrations can be made on Sundays." Here,
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the stress is on our attitude towards halachah when, as mekarvim, we
appear to be in a perpetual situation of sheas hadechak. Are we pained
every time someone drives to or from our Friday night dinner (if that
is our psak)? Do we strive mightily to reduce every little bit of chillul
Shabbos that we can? Or do we accept with equanimity, if not compla-
cency, that the situation is what it is?

Positive and Negative Kedushah

The Maharal states that the negative commandments are the fun-
damental framework—the parameters of life in which we operate.'
In any aspect of our religious mission, we have to first enter into the
framework, the negative commandments. Once we are already within
that framework, however, the positive commandments provide us with
the ability to actualize the metaphysical acquisition that we are able to
attain'’—2w My y Mol

This is like wanting to get from one place to the next: first, one must
get onto the right highway and face the proper direction; only then is
one ready to travel.

The positive and negative commandments relate to two different
types of kedushah. The Torah commands us to be holy.” Rashi explains
that this means that we should remove ourselves from the sins of
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sexual immorality,”’ as it is the epitome of incompatibility with sanctity.
However, whenever we do observe a negative commandment, we not
only stay away from defiling holiness, we positively achieve an active
state of holiness.

There is a second meaning of kedushah, as explained in the Reishis
Chochmah. This involves active engagement of the world for holy pur-
poses. When we say asher kideshanu b’'mitzvosav, we certainly do not
mean the sanctity of asceticism (prishus). Rather, we are referring to the
active engagement of the positive commandments.?* Rabbeinu Yonah
points out that all of the great and enabling attributes are to be found
through the positive mitzvos; therein lie the commandments to love
and fear Hashem, to know Him and reflect on His ways, to be holy, to
serve Him, and thus to cleave to Him.?? However, all of this is under-
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mined when one is not in the framework to begin with (the negative
commandments). One might be traveling at a mighty speed, but he is
on the wrong highway!

The mekarev must therefore ensure that first and foremost he is on
the right highway—that he is not transgressing anything in the course
of his outreach work. Only then can he move—can he fulfill the holy
and elevating mitzvos of kiruv rechokim.

For both of these areas, the negative and the positive, a knowledge
of halachah is required. The Chazon Ish gives several examples of how
someone who is not oriented by halachah can have wonderful person-
ality traits and yet still unknowingly do the wrong thing. All the yiras
Shamayim in the world won’t help him do the right thing if he is not an-
chored in halachah.” In a frightening statement, the Chazon Ish states
that a person of refined attributes who does not know the halachah is
likely to act with greater malice than a person who has not so refined his
personality, for he will put the full force of his highly developed char-
acter into defending a position which is in fact wrong.? Such a person
may have studied a great deal and have deep and sophisticated insights
into yiras Shamayim and personality refinement; even so, he cannot
relate to wisdom.?

As outreach professionals, we ought to desire to be [chatchila Jews.

We ought to see ourselves as equally committed to a psak that will be
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stringent as we are to one which will be lenient. It is true that there
are many heterim for someone engaging in this form of avodas Hashem.
For example, it may be justified, for kiruv purposes, for one to lower
his kashrus standards within his family, as long as he is not eating any
non-kosher food.?

Similarly, it may be permitted to go to a place where there is no
minyan when engaged in outreach.” In fact, even on Shabbos Parashas
Zachor, there are those who say one may miss the Torah reading in order
to prevent a non-observant Jew from violating the Shabbos.?®

Others say that it is proper to violate universally accepted chumros for
the sake of outreach. Thus, it may be permitted, in the case of a real need,
to play music for a kiruv event during the Three Weeks if it is before the
week of Tishah b’Av. One who holds back from doing so would be classi-
fied as the chasid shoteh who refuses to save a drowning woman.?
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Most poskim recommend that outreach professionals should instruct
someone on the way to doing teshuvah to get involved in keeping mitz-
vos in a balanced and orderly way, even if this requires guiding him
to overlook certain mitzvos at present. Otherwise, he is in danger of
losing all of his observance.*® The poskim generally try to be as lenient
as possible in kiruv matters when a person is willing to go only so far in
keeping a particular mitzvah.

My purpose for bringing these examples is to show how the avodas
Hashem of kiruv rechokim may lead a ben Torah to keep individual hala-
chos in a way that is different from the way he might have kept them
under different circumstances. And yet, the mekarev ought to see him-
self as the ben Torah par excellence; after all, he is the conduit through
which many others will come tachas kanfei haShechinah!

If HaKadosh Boruch Hu is asking the mekarev to be meikil in this or that
instance, then that is His will. Equally so, HaKadosh Boruch Hu may want
a different psak, and we should embrace this with no less enthusiasm. It
is important to note that whenever the poskim do apply such leniencies
for the sake of outreach, they do so with great hesitation, stressing that it
requires the support of more than one halachic authority and limiting the
scope of the dispensation to the particular case at hand.*

There are many different halachic principles that affect a decision
of this sort, but the overarching principle is that such leniencies are
permitted only if there is absolutely no other way to accomplish the
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spiritual rescue. Moreover, outreach professionals have to be sensitive
to the standards of the local Orthodox community and their rabbanim.
Great care must be taken not to do anything outwardly that might con-
tradict the views of the local rabbanim and certainly not to undermine
their authority.*

B. PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This is a book written for people who are engaged in kiruv. It would
be appropriate, however, to question whether there is any such thing
as a separate profession called “kiruv professionals.” As HaRav Yehuda
Leib Lewis put it to me, “Every Rosh Yeshiva, mechanech, rav, and avreich
is, by definition, engaged in enhancing, supporting, and defending
fundamental Jewish values and observance. All of them are engaged in
the enhancement of kevod Shamayim. While the skills and knowledge
necessary will vary somewhat between the differing roles, the under-
lying responsibility is the same.” Hence, there are no mitzvos of kiruv
per se, and it may have been more accurate to subtitle this work, “The
Laws of Spiritual Giving,” rather than “The Laws of Outreach.” Having
said that, those of us who are engaged in outreach tend to operate in a
context that does have its unique challenges, and it is to address these
challenges that this work was written.

This is not a book of practical halachah. No one should attempt
to resolve practical halachic questions from this book. My primary
intention in writing this book is to provide outreach professionals
with insight into the halachic issues that are relevant to their lives.
I wanted to give the reader a sense of the underlying logic of the
poskim on a range of issues to enable the outreach professional to
be more alert to the kinds of halachic queries he ought to be asking,
and to ask them more intelligently. In addition, from a Torah study
point of view, since the outreach professional has dedicated his life
to these ideals, it is necessary for him to know the halachic context

in which he ought to be operating.
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The danger in this approach is that the reader may feel that he has
some sort of halachic supermarket, where he can wander the shelves
until he finds the conclusion that he wants. That would be an abuse of
the processes of halachah and the very opposite of my intentions.

Readers who focus primarily on the text will understand the basic
issues and primary opinions of the subjects dealt with. For those who
want to journey further, the notes will provide greater depth.

Although these mitzvos have been fleshed out by many poskim over
the ages, for many reasons these laws are not easily accessible. This
book attempts to collect, organize, and make sense of these laws so that
they will indeed be more accessible to the intended reader. Per force, my
limited Torah knowledge requires that someone else will finish the job.
When he does so, my hope is that he will find that my work makes his
job a little easier.

In an attempt to give the reader a “halachic feel” of the issues, I have
only brought down the most obvious and frequently asked questions about
these matters. For numerous reasons, I have omitted many subjects im-
portant to the outreach professional. I have omitted the laws of conversion
to Judaism, as well as the issue of determining the validity of one’s lineage.
I have not dealt with the halachic status of the various alternative lifestyles,
nor the many concerns that arise when a kiruv professional lives far away
from a Torah community, which includes kashrus issues, prayer, and more.
I have similarly omitted what our reaction to gay or transgender people
should be, and I have not laid out the sugya of intermarriage. Perhaps one
day, I, or someone else, will produce Volume Two to this edition.

Even on the subjects that [ have addressed, it was necessary to leave
out an enormous amount of the multitude of halachic queries that
affect these subjects.

I have spent significant time clarifying the various types of sinners
and our responsibilities toward them, prior to applying this to the unaf-
filiated Jew of our day. An understanding of these categories serves as
the basis for much of what is said about the issues of our day, and here
too, I did not find any comprehensive treatment of the subject. Someone
who wants an in-depth understanding of these sugyos should study the
first few chapters, which give the principles discussed throughout this
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work. However, the more “practical” sugyos, which follow thereafter,
can be understood on their own.

C. OTHER LITERATURE ON THESE TOPICS

Over the years, there have been numerous fine books that have been
produced on the topics that I have dealt with. I have gone through all
of them on some level, and I have gained immensely from them. In
particular, "3 299", by Rabbi Chaim Avraham Zakutinksy, which
covers a very broad spectrum of practical issues—going in an orderly
fashion from the writings of Chazal to those of the Acharonim. For
someone who wants to learn these halachic issues properly, the two
volumes of "3 299" may be the ideal medium. Alternatively, the
book, "1 734", by Rabbi Avraham Wasserman, is terrific for someone
who wants to get a taste of how these halachic issues could be studied
with “a taste of lomdus.” He also includes some important sources that
I have not encountered elsewhere. Rabbi Daniel Travis has put out a
compendium of a hundred responsa called "o2wi mpn" which is clearly
laid out in sugya-form and is of a very high standard. For someone
who wants a shorter work that nevertheless covers a lot of ground, I
recommend "7378 MmMay 990", by Rabbis Mordechai Becher and Moshe
Newman. Rabbi Moshe Weinberger produced a very readable and
comprehensive volume in English, published by AJOP, called Jewish
Outreach: Halakhic Perspectives.

Other works on these subjects include "o maw", by Rabbi Yigal
Snertz, and "woy nawn", by Rabbi Moshe Yegdiev. In addition, Rabbi
Shmuel Lowy put out a booklet bringing many of Rav Yitzchak
Berkovits’ source notes plus some overview in English. Some of these
source notes are available on the Jerusalem Kollel’s website. Rabbi Dr.
Jacob J. Schachter edited a book called Jewish Tradition and the Non-
Traditional Jew, which is a collection of papers on the subject, including
important historical and halachic perspectives that were presented in
the context of the Orthodox Forum. Rav Yoel Schwartz wrote a work
about tochachah, though with minimal sources. An earlier, more com-
prehensive work on the topic of tochachah, written in sugya form, is
"Aronn msn 99", written by Rav Meir Kaplan. "nyT ni»a", a monumental
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work by Rabbi Menachem Adler, is also worthy of mention, though the
book’s conclusions are not always compatible with the source material
used. In addition, the material therein is presented as halachic con-
clusions—an approach that I think is incompatible with the need for
highly individualized halachic conclusions. In 1991, AJOP published a
booklet entitled "7amwna 58", It consists of invaluable responsa from
Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg on selected laws of kiruv.

I could not have produced this work without the efforts of the afore-
mentioned and other works. My reason for producing yet another work
on these subjects is as follows: As an outreach professional myself, I
had in mind the circumstances under which this work is most likely to
be perused—by whom and with what level of interest. [ know the need
of the outreach professional and understand his dilemmas. I also know
the broad range of learning backgrounds of mekarvim and how limited
the time for reflection is for the outreach professionals faithfully doing
their sacred work in the field.

D. METHODOLOGY

In keeping with my desire to give a sense of the logic behind the
principles, I have organized them under the headings of each general
concept. Thus, the laws of whether non-observant Jews can be included
in a minyan and calling them to the Torah are included under the dis-
cussion of the status of contemporary non-observant Jews.

In addition, in order to give a feel of the logic behind the halachic
issues while maintaining brevity, I often explain the view of the one
Rishon that is most central to understanding the sugya, while bringing
other opinions in the notes. In several instances, where I have felt that
more analysis of a sugya was required, I have expounded on the topic in
the endnotes. This is not because they are less relevant, but rather in
order to keep footnotes mainly for referencing sources. I strongly urge
those trying to study these sugyos in a methodical manner to read the
endnotes as you come upon them in the text.

I have, for the same reason, often written out in English, all or a
major part of a particular responsum where I felt that the logic behind
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the responsum was important to be understood. In the Hebrew source
notes, I have provided more sources, logic, and background, as well as
the most important aspects of the relevant original quotes.

Many of the responsa that I cited are dealing with halachic queries
that are very specific, for example, Rav Moshe Feinstein’s responsum
on teaching children who have undergone Conservative and Reform
conversions.** The question was whether the teacher, whose livelihood
was at stake, is allowed to teach them. Rav Moshe looks at all angles:
whether the school will close if the instructor leaves, thereby causing
Jewish children to go to government schools; whether the replacement
teacher will teach Torah or heresy, whether it is possible to convert the
children, etc. One has to be careful to deduce the rationale from responsa
like these, and understand to what extent it is applicable to other situ-
ations. Only a recognized posek is qualified to do this. However, for the
reader’s own edification, anyone who really wants to understand these
halachic issues should see the sources quoted in their original.

There is a distinction between halachic decisions applicable to those
in the process of becoming baulei teshuvah and decisions rendered to
outreach professionals about their efforts to do outreach to those very
same people. In the case of the former, it may well be that a posek will be

"35> whereas in the latter case, a

constrained to find “every possible kulah,
rav may have to ponder the likely impact of his decision beyond the im-
mediate outreach context. More significantly, he will have to consider
whether a lenient decision might in fact generate further problems, in-
cluding the risk of communicating a misrepresentation of the halachah.

For example, there is a clear difference between a question by an
outreach professional as to whether there are grounds to permit mu-
sic during the Three Weeks, where his students may be left with an
inaccurate and mistaken impression of what Judaism teaches, and a
question asked by someone on the way back to observance who may
have to attend a family event where music will be played during the
Nine Days.
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Poskim who deal with these shuilos in their actual context are
accustomed to seeing beyond the immediate issue before them and
weighing the wider impact and consequences. They know how to factor
the multiple variables and distinctions of every situation; they under-
stand whether their ruling is meant to be a policy for an organization
or an individual psak for a student. The requirements are not just Torah
knowledge but an exquisite sense of judgment applied to each case. It is
just this kind of shikul hada'as which may explain seemingly contradic-
tory psakim from a particular posek. For example, I have brought some
apparently inconsistent rulings of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv concern-
ing whether contemporary non-observant Jews are to be considered
tinokos shenishbu. But this may serve as a good example of a major posek
using his judgment in each specific case and applying his enormous er-
udition, profound understanding, and experience to determine which
principles are at issue and how they should apply to the matter before
him. No sefer can replace this, especially not one as modest as this one.
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with. It has been my great privilege to have been one of their shlichim
since their historic philanthropic partnership was born. Ner LeElef was
originally partnered by Mr. Horn and the late Mr. Zev Wolfson, zt”], Mr.
Aaron Wolfson’s father, to whom this book is dedicated.
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Mr. Aaron Wolfson and other members of the Wolfson family
inherited their deep passion for helping the Jewish people from Mr.
Zev Wolfson. Zev was an astonishing historical figure whose story of
transforming the Jewish People remains largely unknown to all but a
handful of people. I owe my life in kiruv to the faith he expressed in me
over the years, and it is therefore particularly meaningful for me to be
able to dedicate this work to his memory.

Over the last few years [ have had the enormous privilege of serving as
the Educational Director of Neve Yerushalayim. [ have been surrounded
by people I admire and aspire to emulate. I had already benefited over
many years from the tutelage of one of the great Torah figures of the
kiruv world, Rabbi Dovid Refson, and more so now.

I see my post at Neve as a continuation of the opportunities I have
had to service the kiruv world and hence the Jewish nation in so many
different capacities. My first position in kiruv was in Ohr Somayach, as
director of outreach. Indeed, I studied at Ohr Somayach in its higher
shiurim for what was only nine months in between my first yeshiva in
South Africa run by the Kollel Yad Shaul and my many years in kollel
(primarily in Torah Ohr), but its impact on my life and approach to
Torah is immeasurable.

This is an opportunity to thank all my mentors and colleagues who
have made my life so meaningful and who have provided me with in-
spiration, friendship, and so many lessons of life. The very special staff
at Ner LeElef and Olami, as well as the thousands of mekarvim around
the world, have all provided the impetus for writing this sefer, both in
the sense of communicating the deeper mission we are all engaged in,
as well as the commitment to dikduk halachah and avodas Hashem that
each one of them have shown.

I had the enormous zechus to work closely with the late Rabbi Meir
Schuster, zt”], for over twenty years, surely one of the greats of the
Ba’al Teshuvah movement. I have partnered with Rabbi Yirmiyahu
Abramov in many projects. His friendship, partnership, encour-
agement, and tireless inspiration have made him one of my central
rebbe-chavers. He never let me slack off, or limit my vision, or become

discouraged.
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I have tremendous gratitude to all my rebbeim over the years, too
many to list individually. However, I would be remiss if I did not men-
tion Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg, zt”], Rav Moshe Shapiro, zt”], and
Rav Nachman Bulman, zt”]; the Roshei Yeshiva of Ohr Somayach, Rav
Mendel Weinbach, zt”], and yibodel I'chaim, Rav Nota Schiller, and my
magidei shiurim and mashpiim, Rav Moshe Carlebach, Rav Yaakov Shatz,
and Rav Aaron Feldman, plus the many colleague/mentors I had while
working there.

I have known and learned from Rav Moshe Shirkin for approximately
four decades. Rav Asher Weiss, and the late Rav Mordechai Shakovitzky,
zt”], have been significant mashpiim in my life. In an earlier era in South
Africa, I was given so much by Rabbi Avraham Hassan, Rabbi Yitzchak
Ziskind, Rabbi Baruch Grosnas, and many others. In fact, my earliest
mentors in my home town of Welkom, South Africa, began my jour-
ney. The likes of Rabbi Avraham Mazabow, Yehuda and Adelle Tamir,
the Reverend Josh Klitzner, and others were my early inspiration that
turned me on to Torah, all with the active support and encouragement
of my parents, may they live and be well.

I have a particular debt of gratitude to my friend and mentor, Rabbi
Raphael Butler, for encouraging this work and helping to formulate its
final form. Amongst his many chasadim to me, Rabbi Butler has seen me
through many difficult moments. As well, I have merited to share with
him in his many moments of astonishing creativity and to participate
in but a fraction of the projects he initiated in his service to Klal Yisrael.
My appreciation of his kindness and support to me knows no bounds.

Rav Dovid Cohen was particularly patient with my many questions
specifically relating to this sefer. Rav Asher Weiss reviewed the sefer and
encouraged its publication. I would like to express my gratitude to all those
who contributed to the editing of this sefer. The Mosaica team took it over
as a manuscript and I knew it was in competent, professional hands.

The Yad Mordechai board of Anthony Moshal, Damon Hoff, and
Michael Setzer provided the final funding for the publication of this
book. They are dear friends and exemplary in their dedication to
the Jewish People. The quiet support of my dear friend, Mr. Leon

Welcher, encouraged me to feel that this project would get done, no
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matter the obstacles. Leon’s South African domicile does not limit
his international vision for the Jewish People, and this too is an
inspiration for me.

My wife, Yael, and our children have always been fully behind my
community work on behalf of the Jewish People in the way that it
unfolded. They have been my cheerleaders throughout the decades of
service that [ merited to have, including the extensive travel that this
has involved. Their pride in what [ have been doing has been a primary
source of encouragement to keep on going with passion and energy. I
look forward to many more years of productive engagement in what is,
I believe, the final run-up to the Messianic era.

May this work be 77812 70 >





