CHAPTER

THE MITZVOS OF KIRUV

here are no special mitzvos of outreach. All of the mitzvos that
relate to outreach are simply extensions of the concern that we
must have for the spiritual well-being of our fellow Jew in gen-
eral, whether or not he is observant. There are numerous Torah-based
and rabbinically mandated mitzvos that have an impact on kiruv en-
deavors. Engaging in outreach can be associated with nineteen mitzvos.
(Two of these nineteen, arvus and 'm% mwy> ny, are not included among
the 613 mitzvos.") In addition, a person who fails to help his neighbor
spiritually incurs a curse.? Many of these mitzvos take precedence over

11 b WD ANMA N 1IN 10T 1 MWD Ny NN mws N1 N SHow MmN NN N many! 1
IS MR TN 52 T DR OIN TN 10151 TN WD Tpw NS

:(12,10) D127 2
UTINYTTINNT2T ON DR R TR N
:(10,15 0137) 17217
T 227,11 T TN D0 12 PV 037, 1900 0 w01, 00p KD N IR (T 1157 1 pID) movpa mabeay”
AN, 2P DY TINIPWN PP I 2T DY SN DWA NN M AT 37 T 100 D DT NN Nnobr A
TP N 5253 7 P DY IS 113 POD M A o T b NI 93 DI 037 DA DN 030
D12 P PP M PR NI DT IPEN NN D902 T3 NN AN DR DTAW MINIM o0 3, N
JTIN T AN DD DY T AN PR
TMEET OYER ANT NS DN, N 5533 1Ty 81709, 2090R5 0 b KON T N IR0 AN i /e 1w
Babiin ki)
7251 DORIIN DYRHNT O W MK DYO0NT T NN AR DR DA 300, T A Sy noom N 1300
DR WA .3 PID,125P 10T PRI 3T — MO MEm) PP o1 1721072 TN NI T2 Sy Sonow o
TIPS DN N P2 PO N (NP 8D 7T NY81D N32)
(T2 1D 2 p5M) PR A AMwa 1
TIPRST RAT D"ANTTNITR 930, T DIV PTIP IR0 SN N DO NON, T P2 NpYTINDT () IR TR Ny

1



2 The Laws of Outreach

performing other mitzvos, such as fulfilling the mitzvah of arba minim
or lighting Chanukah neiros.?

A. MITZVOS THAT MAY BE FULFILLED WITH OUTREACH

The nineteen mitzvos related to being a spiritual guide encompass
all of the 613 mitzvos, for several of these mitzvos relate to all of the
mitzvos. For example, the mitzvah of tochachah is associated with every
mitzvah, for one has to reprove someone regarding any one of the 613
mitzvos that he may have violated.* Moreover, every undertaking can
be judged by whether it is an act of kiddush Hashem or not, and there-
fore each one of these mitzvos is potentially an act of kiddush Hashem.®

The intention in this chapter is not to deal with each mitzvah com-
prehensively, but only those aspects of each mitzvah that are relevant
to kiruv rechokim.
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 3

We also have separate, in-depth chapters on several of these mitzvos.
In those instances, we have only provided the briefest of introductions
to each of these mitzvos within this chapter.

The Re'em categorizes all of these commandments as mitzvos that
bring our fellow Jew under the wings of the Shechinah. He writes that
there can be no mitzvah greater than that.® This often means that it is
necessary for a person to sacrifice some of his own personal spiritual
growth for the sake of the growth of others.”

Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer expounded on how the obligation of kiruv
used to be reserved for the great scholars but that, already in his day,
the mitzvah of loving Hashem required this of everyone.?

The mitzvos that will be discussed in this chapter are:
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N 15Y Nen N9 —Not to Bear the Sins of Others

77 07 %y Teyn X>—Saving a Life

7rN> o2'wn swn—Returning a Lost Object

AN 93 7 's— Charity

722 w75 namv—Love Your Neighbor Like Yourself

5972 %M —Emulating Hashem

93353 TrN N 8w No—Do Not Hate
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4 The Laws of Outreach

10. wsw» 0 N> My »e5—Do Not Place a Stumbling Block before

the Blind
11. ownwp—Sanctifying Hashem’s Name
12. ownon—Do Not Desecrate Hashem’s Name
13. 'mnann—Loving Hashem
14. 'mbowyd oy
15. msww—Mutual Responsibility
16. mawn
17. Emulating Our Forefathers
18. neun—Do Not Flatter a Sinner
19. Not to Forget the Sinai Experience

1. The Mitzvah of Torah Study
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And you should make them known to your children and your
grandchildren.

10,7335 DN

And you should teach your children.

According to the Rambam and others, the mitzvah of Torah study

includes both studying Torah and teachingit." In fact, one who studies
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 5

Torah and does not teach it is considered to have disgraced Hashem’s
word,* for it is not important enough to him to share with others.
This is especially true since he not only loses nothing but rather gains
immensely by teaching others.” There is a special obligation of teach-
ing those who are most ignorant and therefore in the greatest need of
being taught, for one who does so, in addition to the mitzvah of Torah
study, is engaging in spiritual lifesaving.’* The Chofetz Chaim refers
to one who is ignorant of Torah as being impoverished of knowledge.*
Thus, by teaching such a person, one fulfills an extra mitzvah of spir-
itual charity.
We will elaborate on the laws of teaching Torah in chapter X.

2. Tochachah— Constructive Criticism'®
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6 The Laws of Outreach

should surely reprove your neighbor and you should not bear
sin because of him.

The Rambam writes that someone who has the attitude that his
neighbor’s transgressions are none of his business is thinking and act-
ing contrary to the dictates of the Torah." The Maharal describes this
mitzvah as requiring great wisdom and exceptional sophistication.™

The laws of tochachah will be discussed in depth in chapter XIII.

3. Not to Bear the Sins of Others
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And do not bear sin because of him.

In addition to the positive mitzvah of tochachah, several Rishonim
interpret the end of the verse as a negative commandment—that if
we fail to admonish another Jew we share some of his sin.?! (This is
the simple reading of the verse. However, most Rishonim cite the
Gemara in Arachin that states that the conclusion of the verse serves
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as an independent prohibition against embarrassing someone.??) (See

endnote I.)
4. Saving a Life*
H w7075 TIYn NG

Do not stand [by idly] on the blood of your neighbor.

Many poskim deduce that if we are obligated to rescue a person’s physical

life, we certainly must save their spiritual life.? This is discussed in chapter II.
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8 The Laws of Outreach

5. Returning a Lost Object?
7 9nnd Dwn awn

You should surely return [the lost objects] to your brother.

The mitzvah of returning a lost object includes restoring a person’s

endangered life.” Using the same logic that was utilized with regard to

the mitzvah of saving a life, we can derive that we must, all the more

so, return a person’s lost soul (i.e., his lost spirituality).? Rav Shalom
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Cohen has suggested that by bringing Jews closer to Torah, we are also

returning the lost soul to Hashem, i.e., it is His lost objec

6. Tzedakah
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When there will be a poor person amongst one of your brothers
in one of the gates [cities] in your land which Hashem, your
Lord, has given to you, do not harden your heart and do not
shut your hand from your poor brother. Rather, open your
hand to him; lend him whatever he lacks to take care of his
needs... For the poor will not cease to exist in the midst of the
land, therefore I command you saying, open your hand to your
brother, to your poor and your destitute in your land.

The Chofetz Chaim writes that one who teaches Torah to a spiritu-

ally impoverished person fulfills a form of spiritual charity.* This is
fitting with what the Tanna d’Bei Eliyahu states that one should bring

an ignoramus into one’s house and start out by teaching him one

verse or halachah every day, for there is none as naked as one who is

ignorant of Torah.?*
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10 The Laws of Outreach
7. Love Your Neighbor Like Yourself3*

337100 70 AN

[Loosely translated as:] Love your neighbor like yourself.

The Semag writes that the root of this mitzvah is the idea that we are all

considered one body.*® However, the Ramban writes that the mitzvah is not

to actually love one’s neighbor to the degree that a person loves himself. We

know this to be true for two reasons. First, the Torah would not expect that

we actually love someone else to the degree that we love ourselves. Second,

the halachah is that when there are insufficient resources for two people,

one should care for his own needs before that of another.?”

The Ramban therefore interprets the mitzvah to say, “You should

want the same goodness for your neighbor as you want for yourself.”
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 11

The Ramban emphasizes that the mitzvah of nanN is to want y7%—to
desire for a friend to be blessed with the same blessings that one wants
for himself.* The Chizkuni derives from this the fact that the verse states
7¥7% and not just 77 that the mitzvah is one of action and not mere
feeling—i.e., one should engage others with actions of love.*® Some
commentaries define the mitzvah negatively, as not doing to another
that which is hateful to oneself.*

According to the Rambam, the mitzvah starts with feelings, which
then need to be expressed by the practical actions that he takes toward
this goal.*

This mitzvah has direct bearing on outreach. If one truly loves

one’s fellow Jew, it will be reflected in one’s concern for his spiritual
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12 The Laws of Outreach

well-being.*? If your love for yourself includes taking care of your own
spiritual growth and Torah study, you will also want others to study
Torah and keep the mitzvos.*® It was about this spiritual aspect of the
mitzvah, writes the Chasam Sofer, that Rabi Akiva called “loving your
neighbor” a great principle in the Torah.**

Facilitating a Jew’s portion in the World to Come is certainly an ex-
pression of love for him, as it states in Avos that because Aharon loved
his fellow human beings, he brought them closer to Torah.*

The opposite is also true. Just as one who loves one’s fellow man will
try to bring him closer to the Creator, so too, someone who wants to
engage in outreach cannot do so if he does not love Jews.* If you do
not love people, you will not be an effective outreach professional, and
Hashem will have a complaint against you.*’

The Chofetz Chaim writes, “There is another kind of poor person
and he is one who is impoverished of knowledge.” A person should
think to himself that if he had a son living in a different city under the
same circumstances, how much he would want an upright and good
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 13

person to teach him and provide knowledge and an understanding as
to how he should behave. So should he do to his friend. And all this is
included in the mitzvah of loving Jews.*®

This mitzvah also determines the issue of whether one should focus
his efforts on fewer Jews but ensure they further develop in their spir-
itual growth, or whether one should focus on reaching out to greater
numbers of people, but raise them to lower levels of commitment. Rav
Moshe Shapiro states that one’s goal in kiruv should be to make the re-
cipient like himself. You want to be more holy, more complete, a greater
Torah scholar—that is what you should want for the person to whom
you are reaching out. In addition, he added, if you do not want this from
yourself, you should not engage in kiruv.*

8. Emulating Hashem®’
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And you should walk in His ways.

This mitzvah obligates us to harmonize ourselves with Hashem’s
actions.® The Gemara in Sotah states that this means to perform acts of
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14 The Laws of Outreach

kindness.** When the Sages consider what Hashem’s actions are in this
world, they come up with a surprising list: He clothes the naked (the
first man and woman),> visits the sick (Avraham Avinu on the third day
after his circumcision),”® consoles the mourners (Yitzchak over the loss
of Avraham),”” and buries the dead (Moshe).>® There are two ideas that
emerge from this list. First, Hashem’s actions in this world are acts of giv-
ing.*® Second, we harmonize ourselves with Hashem’s actions in this world
not by meditating or by practicing celibacy, not even by praying to Him or
studying His Torah (though the latter two have a central place in Judaism),
but rather by emulating Him, by doing acts of kindness. Simply put, every-
thing Hashem does in this world is to give to us, and so we emulate Him by
giving as well.

According to the Zohar, this mitzvah also applies to reproving peo-
ple—just as Hashem reproves, so should we.®® Hashem’s tochachah is
rooted in His mercy, His desire that we do teshuvah.®* Similarly, our

(N1 S D) TWHN 90
Y D3 N MR DpR D IANND Y pIawmia 1 118 wash voTT R ST wN Dy A

N DOWPIRD PN TR TR MAWmN DWna 03 NN 1987 213091 17T wrn 9] mmea p XYW o
ST 9001 I PMAWTIA 1PR% 200 A9 DN MmN 200w 1 mNT 8 SaN, Jwnna
N'YTAN D 54
wabm 3P o KON LT3R N 11955 DTN 12 TWOR 1911955 DYPION TN 297107 N, NI 93 N1oM 039 TN
TMIPN AN AN, DT 9P 173P 0 .09 AN TN AN DD 9P 7RI T D0 wabh AN AN, omy
JDIN DN AN AN, DDIN D 1730 D .0
(N2 PN 55
owat™ Ty mns RS oINS PN
(NP IPWNIY 56
R0 PN T YOR XY
(N, PN 5T
3PS N DOPYDN T30 DIAN N NN Y
(0,77 58
JO33mN
(PRI ATTRY T AT I0) DTS TN TR 59
NI N0 T NITY 2NV TOM M TN SN, 2070 M T BY P 13PN TN 2w PR D T
(NN NS T DWTR IWID) YT T 60
IPIaMS FOVY,RITIN NI W3 93 55 007,75 DT NGBS AN AP NI P2 NwTRT MDY
Halbuia]
APAMD PO TITIMNG DINT T 2N NI 1D meonm aeny mapmy mn
O wrIpaam 6t



The Mitzvos of Kiruv 15

motivations for giving tochachah should be rooted in our mercy—our
desire for the well-being of our neighbor.

However, the Sifri states that instead of the mitzvah requiring acts
of kindness, the mitzvah is to emulate Hashem’s traits of kindness and
mercy—it is a mitzvah that pertains to traits, not actions.® And this is
how the Rambam quotes the mitzvah: “Just as He is holy and righteous,
so should you be.®® Just as He is merciful, so should you be.”®*

The Rambam,®® the Ramban,®® and the Chinuch®” all understand that
there is no dispute between the Sifri and the Gemara. The Gemara is
telling us the actions to do, whereas the Sifri is telling us about the
character traits that are behind those actions.® Hence, a person should
develop his character to be more “Hashem-like,” which will express it-
self by becoming a giving person as He is in every way. (See endnote II.)

Emulating Hashem clearly has the goal of helping us become more
“Hashem-like.” This reveals a great secret of the universe: that man can
be “a partner” with Hashem in running the world.®® We emulate Him
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16 The Laws of Outreach

not only in character traits and actions, but also in engaging in what
is called tikun klali—literally, in fixing this world.”” We are His creation
partners in completing the world.”* Someone who understands this will
know clearly that the real purpose of the world is the revelation of His
Oneness.” This is the real way that Hashem gives to man.” He set up
the world in such a way that man can correct the negative forces of
the universe and thereby help to unfold the revelation of His Oneness.”
This process will only be totally achieved with the advent of the
Messianic Era.” It requires all Jews to achieve their potential.”® Hence,
there is no such thing as a private Messianic Era. Either we will all go
into the Messianic Era or none of us will. Clearly, this involves reaching
out to all Jews and teaching them to believe in Hashem, so that they
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 17

will provide their unique contribution to the tikun klali. Therefore, em-
ulating Hashem provides a very profound mandate and requirement of
engaging in kiruv.”’

This is the deeper reason why Hashem chose Avraham Avinu
over holy people like Shem and Ever, who preceded him. It was
because Avraham understood that this was his Divine mission.
Hashem said, “For I have known him that he would command his
children and his household after him that they would keep the way
of Hashem.””® Thus, Avraham, his hands dirtied with the dust of
idolatry in order to reach out to people, became the forefather of
the Jewish People.”

9. Do Not Hate®’
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Do not hate your brother in your heart.
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18 The Laws of Outreach

The prohibition against hatred is written in the same verse as the
mitzvah of giving tochachah.®® One way of understanding this is that
one has to be sure that there is no hatred in one’s heart before reprov-
ing a person. Rebuke may include things that could be motivated by
hatred, and therefore it is important to check that one’s heart does not
bear hatred prior to giving tochachah.®

However, the Gemara in Pesachim seems to contradict this when it
states that there is a mitzvah to hate the wicked.®*

In chapter XII, we will offer resolutions to this question.

10. Lifnei Iver—Do Not Place a Stumbling Block before the Blind®
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Before a blind man, do not put a stumbling block.

[Rather,] you should fear your Lord; I am Hashem.

The Torah prohibition of lifnei iver includes both the prohibition to
give inappropriate advice to someone who will not be able to discrimi-
nate for himself (i.e., someone whois blind in this matter)®” as well as the

prohibition against causing or assisting someone to do a transgression.®
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 19

This has wide implications for the outreach professional, for he has a
Torah obligation to act in the interests of the person to whom he is
trying to reach out. We will explore these issues in chapter VI.

In addition, one may not cause or assist someone in doing a prohi-
bition. The biblical prohibition of lifnei iver is violated when the trans-
gressor could not have done the wrongdoing on his own. However,
there is a rabbinic prohibition against facilitating a sin even where the
perpetrator could commit the offense on his own® or is even already
doing the transgression on his own.? (See endnote III.)

This impacts directly on whether one can invite someone who
will drive to or from a Shabbos meal, whether one can facilitate the
marriage of a couple who will not keep the laws of family purity, and
more. May one advise someone to do teshuvah in a balanced way, even
if this involves telling him not to keep certain mitzvos at present?
May one help a person to do a mitzvah now, even if this is going to
lead to other transgressions later on? (For example, may one help a
person cook kosher food for guests, even though the guests will then
eat the food without making a blessing?) We will deal with these and

other related issues in chapter VI.
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20 The Laws of Outreach
11. Kiddush Hashem— Sanctifying Hashem’s Name®’
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And I should be sanctified amongst the Children of Israel.

Kiddush Hashem is the greatest of all the mitzvos.” It means the

willingness, under all circumstances, to publicize our faith in Hashem.%

Itis an enormous kiddush Hashem when we represent authentic Judaism

in a compelling and inspiring way.

All of our service of Hashem ultimately affects this mitzvah, for every

mitzvah (and every act) includes the potential of kiddush Hashem.®
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 21

Rabbeinu Yonah goes even further, explaining that our primary purpose
in this world is to sanctify Hashem’s name:

And now reflect on how great is our obligation to sanctify
Hashem’s name, for the main reason why Hashem sanctified
us with His Torah and mitzvos to be a nation to Him is in order
to sanctify Him and to be in awe of Him.%

By keeping His Torah, we, the Jewish People, are called Hashem’s wit-
nesses.”” According to our Sages, we are thereby testifying to His very
existence.” It is not enough that we ourselves do this. We are obliged to
encourage others to do this as well.* When a Jew decides to do teshuvah
and to keep the Torah, he is giving such testimony. This is a great act of
kiddush Hashem.

The Chofetz Chaim said that someone who says, “It is enough that I
am a good Jew and that I walk in the ways of my forefathers [without
helping others],” is making a fundamental mistake.'® Therefore, Torah-
observant Jews have to act in such a way that their behavior will inspire
and model Torah observance for others, in particular our estranged
brethren. Since an outreach professional is seen as a representative of
the Torah, he maintains the status of a Torah scholar with respect to
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22  The Laws of Outreach

these laws.'*! He, therefore, has an extra responsibility—mandated by

the principle of kiddush Hashem—to act with exemplary interpersonal

traits, to speak calmly and pleasantly, and to act in such a way that

people will not only love him but praise him and desire to imitate him.'%?

It is basic to everyone’s service of Hashem to try to do this.’® One has

to be willing to undergo considerable difficulties to fulfill this aspect of

kiddush Hashem.***

Every lecture and every Shabbos invitation to our unaffiliated

brethren should be motivated by the desire to sanctify Hashem’s
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv 23

name.’® When a non-observant Jew returns to Judaism, it is a great
kiddush Hashem. As Rav Shlomo Wolbe put it, “The sinner, when he
leaves his former ways [to become observant], humbles the reality of
evil in the world...and through this, the glory of Hashem is raised
up. And this is our mission in this world—to annul the evil and to
increase the glory of Hashem.”

The Zohar states that when a person helps someone remove himself
from impurity, it is as if he has created that person. He literally gave
that person life. The Zohar states that one should actively seek out
evildoers to help them in this way.’® One who does this is fulfilling
his primary mission in the world: he is “doing the core thing of all our
Divine mission in this world—he himself is meritorious and he causes
merits to others.”'%” There is no greater means of revealing the glory of
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24  The Laws of Outreach

Hashem, states the Zohar.**® For teshuvah causes the forces of evil to be
subdued and the glory of Hashem to be raised.’®

Finally, we need to appreciate that our personal behavior as mekarvim
impacts on the attitudes of the “not-yet-observant.” This means that
on issues that impact kiddush and chillul Hashem we should be embrac-
ing the highest of halachic standards. This would include the highest
levels of halachic purity when it comes to our handling organizational
finances, the setting of appropriate boundaries in our dealings with the
opposite gender, and probity in general '

12. Chillul Hashem—Do Not Desecrate Hashem’s Name''
12T Dw AN 1M N
Do not desecrate My holy name.

Generally speaking, chillul Hashemis the opposite of kiddush Hashem .'*?
When a person does not keep the Torah, it is a desecration of Hashem’s

name.'** The chillul Hashem that is caused by a sin is worse than the
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transgression itself.'** Every Monday and Thursday, the righteous fast
over any chillul Hashem that may have occurred.™®

The Rambam describes an act of chillul Hashem as follows: “Anyone
who willingly transgresses, without coercion, any of the mitzvos of the
Torah, with haughtiness and as an act of rebellion, has committed an
act of chillul Hashem.” Note that this passage in the Rambam is discuss-
ing an act that is done in private. The act of rebellion itself is a chillul
Hashem. Only afterwards does he add, “And if he did this in front of ten
Jews, he has desecrated Hashem’s name in public.”**’

One of the greatest manifestations of chillul Hashem is the fact that
most of the Almighty’s Chosen Nation do not keep His Torah.'*® This is

surely a public chillul Hashem! And it is only to avoid an even greater chillul

Hashem that God does not punish us for abandoning Him, aswe deserve.*

To the degree that we have not been an inspiring example, the non-obser-
vance of others implicates us in chillul Hashem as well.'® Another aspect
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26 The Laws of Outreach

of this chillul Hashem is the spiritual hemorrhaging of the Jewish nation
through assimilation and intermarriage. The prophet Yechezkel tells us
a shocking thing. Even though we are judged by our actions in exile, our
very presence in exile is a chillul Hashem, for the nations of the world say,
“These are Hashem’s people, and yet they had to leave the land.”*** The

122 and that means

nations know that we are Hashem’s obligated people
that we ought to be keeping his Torah. The baul teshuvah movement is
a part of the pre-Messianic Era that comes to end the chillul Hashem of
our being in exile. When this situation will be resolved, there will be no
greater kiddush Hashem or glory of the Almighty, as the navi Yeshayah
puts it, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”?*

The greater a representative of the Jewish People one is,'** the more of a
chillul Hashem there is when such he speaks irritably, gets into arguments
with others, or is not friendly. And so it is if he creates any suspicion of

improprieties (financially,'® between the genders, or otherwise'®), or if
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there are negative rumors about him."’ To the non-affiliated Jews, an out-
reach professional is often the greatest representative of Torah with whom
they will come in contact. He has the equivalent status of a Torah scholar
with respect to these laws.’” When his behavior is exemplary, the Rambam
applies that same verse to him: “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will
be glorified™? applies to the nation as a whole. When the behavior of a
Torah-observant Jew is not exemplary, the non-observant Jew concludes

that the Torah cannot be true. There is no bigger chillul Hashem than that!**°

131

13. Loving Hashem
132 bR ' AN 1IN
And you should love Hashem, your Lord.

The greatest fulfillment of the mitzvah to love Hashem is to bring
others closer to Him.*? The classic example of this is the life mission
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28 The Laws of Outreach

of Avraham Avinu.’®* Avraham’s love of Hashem, as a loyal and loving

servant, led him to spread Hashem’s name. He is therefore called by

Hashem, “my lover.”*® It was this trait that transformed Avraham

Avinu into the forefather of the Jewish nation.**®

The Chofetz Chaim writes that guiding others to follow in the ways of

Hashem is a fulfillment of loving Hashem on the most fundamental level.**’
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The Chovos HaLevavos states that even if a person were to reach the
level of the angels, this would not be as much of a merit as that of lead-
ing others to embrace the Torah.™®

14. 55 mwyd oy

39 955 1900 0 My iy

Itisatime to do for Hashem, [even if] this requires the temporary

suspension of Your Torah.

Sometimes, a historical situation arises which requires a temporary
solution, drastically different from those we would normally follow. In
the times of the prophets, this could even lead to the temporary sus-
pension of a Torah-based halachah.™°

Hence, Eliyahu HaNavi, on Mount Carmel, sacrificed an animal
outside of the Beis Hamikdash—an act that is normally culpable of
excision—in order to show the emptiness of the prophets of Ba’al.**!
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30 The Laws of Outreach

Rabbinic leaders were mandated, through this principle, to institute

enactments and implement punishments that are not mandated by

the Torah.'#?

The Chofetz Chaim discerned that in his generation the level of igno-

rance of Torah evoked an 1> mwy> ny application of teaching those who

are distant from Torah:

Therefore, it is incumbent on everyone who has absorbed even
a bit of Torah knowledge, each one according to who he is, to
make efforts to teach what he is able: If he knows Chumash,
he should make a study group and teach others; if he knows
Mishnah, he should make a Mishnah group and study with

them, etc.'*®

Whenever the contemporary Torah leaders have called upon b’nei

Torah to dedicate some of their time to teaching the unaffiliated, they

have referred to this principle.**
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Based on this logic of ' mwy> ny, the Chazon Ish permits teaching
Torah in front of married women with uncovered hair when necessary.'*

146

15. Arvus—Mutual Responsibility
4TS D227 SR 55
All of Israel have a mutual responsibility, one for the other.

The Gemara in Sanhedrin interprets the verse, “And Jews will stumble
over their brethren” (Vayikra 26:37) to mean: And Jews will stumble
(i.e., be held accountable) over the sins of their brethren. The Gemara
concludes that “this teaches us that all [Jews] are responsible one for
the other.”**® In other words, they are culpable when they had the capa-
bility to protest and failed to do so.'**

None of the Rishonim count arvus as one of the 613 mitzvos, since
it is not a commandment, it is a reality. As Rav Moshe Cordovero ex-
plains it, at a deeper spiritual level, we all do share each other’s spiritual
reality. As Jews, there is ultimately a very deep, even mystical sense of
unity amongst ourselves that leads to us all being responsible for each
other.’® Just as we stood at Sinai, “as one man with one heart,” so did
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32 The Laws of Outreach

we accept responsibility for each other.” (See endnote IV.) Each one of
us, he writes, actually has some element of our neighbor inside of us. As
the Ritva puts it, “And [all of Israel] are like one body and they are like a
guarantor who is required to repay the debt of his friend.”**?

The concept of arvus obligates each Jew to be responsible for the
nation’s fulfillment of all mitzvos—even rabbinic decrees.'*?

The Gemara brings the following frightening incident:
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The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to [the angel] Gavriel, “Go
and write a letter tav in ink on the foreheads of the righteous
so that the angels of destruction will have no power over them.
And on the foreheads of the wicked, write a letter tav in blood
so that the angels of destruction will prevail over them.”

Said the Attribute of Justice to the Holy One, blessed be He,
“Master of the Universe, how are these [people] different from
those?

Said He, “These are perfectly righteous and these are totally
wicked.”

To which the Attribute of Justice replied, “Master of the
Universe, they [the righteous] were in a position to reprove
[others] and they did not do so.”

To which He replied, “It is revealed and known to Me that if they

would have reproved, their reproof would not have been accepted.”

To which the Attribute of Justice replied, “Master of the
Universe, if this was known to You, was this known to them
[the righteous who did not reprove]?”

[Hashem accepted this accusation, and the righteous were then
killed first, even before the wicked.] That is what the verse
means when it states, “The old and the young maidens and

boys, babies and mothers, all were totally wiped out...and they

[the forces of destruction] began with the [righteous] elders.”**

The Arizal would detail all the sins in the Viduy, even the ones that he
had not done himself, because if his fellow Jew had sinned, it was as if
he himself had done the sin.'*
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If my fellow Jew does not know how to say a blessing for himself,
then I may recite it for him, even if I already recited that blessing
for myself.’*® Hence, [ may make Kiddush a second time, since if my
fellow Jew does not fulfill a mitzvah, it is then as if I did not do that
mitzvah, and I am still considered obligated in order to discharge him
from his obligation.

One of the sources of the obligation of arvus is from the verse: moim
oo Ty w135 15157 The first part of the pasuk can be translated as, “And
that which is revealed is for us and our children.” “For us” means that
we need to relate to it. But in what way? Since the Sages are deducing
the concept of arvus from here, they must understand that we should
not only relate to the revealed law for ourselves (after all each obligation
of each mitzvah already tells us that), but that we should relate to the
revealed law with respect to taking responsibility for others and their
fulfillment of this law. Hence, the obligation of arvus also obligates us
to teach Torah to those who are ignorant thereof.**®

In addition, since I am accountable for the sin of my neighbor, [ have
a clear obligation to encourage him to do teshuvah. Some learn, in fact,
that the mitzvah of tochachah has its roots in the concept of arvus.’®
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(See below in this section where we bring the differences between

tochachah and arvus.)

During the times of the Chofetz Chaim, there were many Jewish

soldiers in the army who ate non-kosher food, since the Jewish com-
munity failed to provide them with kosher food. About this the Chofetz
Chaim wrote that it is possible that even someone who is very careful

with his kashrus observance will still be asked by the heavenly tribunal,

“Reb Yid, Why did you eat pork?”

“Me? Pork?—When? Even the slightest doubt of a prohibition
did not enter my mouth. How is it possible that I actually ate
pork? Perhaps you have mixed me up with someone else...It
can’t be me!l”

To which the court responds,

“Do you not know about the law of arvus?...You had the
opportunity to prevent that particular Jew from eating pork
and other prohibited foodstuffs and you did not. Therefore, we
consider it that you actually ate these foods yourself.”**
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36 The Laws of Outreach

There are numerous differences between the obligation to reprove
and the obligation of arvus. (See endnote V.) In particular, the commen-
tators discuss whether women are subject to the principles of arvus'®
(see endnote VI), whereas they are certainly included in the mitzvah of
tochachah. However, when it comes to correcting the sinner, tochachah
and arvus are essentially overlapping obligations.'®? (See endnote VII.)

16. Teshuvah

The Sha'arei Teshuvah tells us that a component of our own teshuvah
is to help others do teshuvah.'® (This is in addition to the requirements
to encourage our fellow Jews to do teshuvah, such as the obligation of
arvus we brought immediately above.)

17. Emulating Our Forefathers
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Every person is obligated to say, “When will my deeds reach
the deeds of my forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov?”
Since the Avos, and Avraham Avinu in particular, were
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The Mitzvos of Kiruv
involved extensively in outreach,'® this then becomes part of
our obligation to emulate the actions of our forefathers.

18. Do Not Flatter a Sinner
160 YNTT FIN 1D RS

Do not flatter a sinner.

37

A person who fails to reprove when he is supposed to may be

transgressing the prohibition against flattering a sinner.'®” This prohi-

bition will be discussed in chapter XIV.

19. Not to Forget the Sinai Experience
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Just take heed and watch yourself very much lest you forget
what your eyes beheld—Ilest they leave your heart all of the
days of your life. You should teach them to your children and
grandchildren about the day that you stood before Hashem,
your Lord, at Sinai.
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38 The Laws of Outreach

The Ramban maintains that it is a negative commandment not to
forget the Sinai experience.’® This mitzvah is to know that since the
entire Jewish People were at Sinai, any attempt by any false prophet to
change the Torah, no matter what signs and proofs he brings, is false.'”
The verse specifically enjoins us to teach the next generation about the
revelation at Mount Sinai. It would seem logical that this obligation
would extend to conveying this value to all those lacking in this belief.
(See endnote VIII.)

B. OTHER OBLIGATIONS THAT IMPACT KIRUV

Not every situation allows for the soft and gentle influence that is
indicated by the mitzvos of tochachah, teaching Torah and the like.
Sometimes the Torah or the Sages require us to convey a stronger
response. In chapter XIII, we will see that even within the mitzvah of

tochachah, the Rambam allows us, under certain circumstances, to em-

barrass someone if he is not responsive to our initial admonishments.!"

Since these injunctions are not related to outreach (as we practice it
today), we will only mention them in passing here.

1. Protesting Sin

Not every situation lends itself to kiruv—to engaging the parties
involved in getting closer to Yiddishkeit. Sometimes, one has to express
outrage to protest certain behavior so that people will know that it is

1(2 MR, 297 IIN O AW ND INEMm) AN 9003 1T 169
O 50 0w B2 WY v DIN WA NN O3 N PD T Topn maws Now wpimy  ran M
TNT 9 5P KON DD 7 ToPna R N i PIDDw 720w 5533 i N oomwi 072190 DN LTINS N0an 37 an on
L(DW) WM "M wrBw 1m0

1(3 MR, 397 IIN O AW NS INEM) AN 9903 1T 170
AN IMIPWA DT DY BN

(AT P YT M DA 17
PN TN D13, D000M YION D KON Y0P KW XD TN b Ty MwR 12 937 KD 1900 1730 1N moman”
DO D 5P AN, 22392 19 51 ORI 1IN D555 DTND NONY 181 .Nor hy Xwn 8N 9 b, o vioy
DTN I8 705 837 05wS P55 PN 2373 1973 730 1A% D00m 1IN 0.8 1T iy, rEY T 1N 1an N
L0113 NI 927 1305 95D 8D W w13 NI Dwa 1D R 8D 51T 1A 0P 13 ,0°392 1730 b Now 9D
DD 29393 NN PIvDO1 A0 13 T 8D DN, DM 1372 DAN 17aM% DN AW ©9373 DN 03T ol
ORI DN 93 WP 10, 20N TR TP IMN PHORIN I P35I IMN DD WO




The Mitzvos of Kiruv 39

wrong. This approach is to be utilized only when giving tochachah is not
possible. It applies to transgressions that are widespread among the
community and where tochachah will not be effective.”” The obligation
of protesting is an outgrowth of the principle of arvus.’”

The purpose of conveying intolerance is to ensure that the negative
behavior does not get entrenched, or worse, that it does not mistakenly
come to be considered permissible. (Sometimes it is necessary to go
further to protect the community from bad influences, as expressed by
the verse, “[A]lnd you should dispel the evil from your midst.”)'"*

Although protesting negative behavior should generally be left to
the Torah leadership, one is often faced with a local situation that may
require an immediate response. Sometimes, an expression of outrage
needs to be made by the leader of the community and sometimes an en-
tire public is called on to protest, as in Israel when Shabbos desecration
is being protested. Often, these actions have nothing to do with the
normative mitzvah of tochachah or other mitzvos of kiruv.

2. Impeding Sin
Besides the Torah obligation of delivering tochachah, there is a
rabbinic requirement of thwarting sin (XMOND X1IDK).>”> Some poskim
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write that this is an extension of the mitzvah of lifnei iver.!’”® Others

contend that it augments the mitzvah of giving tochachah.'”” Whereas
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the mitzvah of tochachah is only with words, this obligation can involve

the physical separation of a person from sin.'”® Many authorities main-

tain that we are obligated to separate even a mumar from sinning.'”

3. Compelling Positive Mitzvah Observance (mzgin 5y £'513)

Wherever a beis din had control to do so, they would force Jews to

fulfill positive commandments.'® For example, they could force some-
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one to divorce his wife,'® give charity,'®?

sit in a sukkah, or pay for the

expenses of teaching his son Torah.'® Some say that even an individual

is required to force others to observe mitzvos.'

The Rambam explains why a man can be forced to give a halachical-

ly-mandated divorce:

The concept of being compelled against one’s will applies
only when speaking about a person who is being compelled
to do something that the Torah does not obligate him to
do—e.g., a person who was beaten until he consented to a
sale or to give a present. If, however, a person’s evil inclina-
tion presses him to negate the observance of a mitzvah or to
commit a transgression, and he is beaten until he performs
what he is obligated to perform... he is not considered to have
been forced against his will. Rather, he has forced himself
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with his bad attitude...and it is his inclination which has
grabbed him.'®°

The Rambam is saying that the fundamental desire of every Jew is to
affirm his Jewishness and observe the Torah and its mitzvos. At times, a
person’s inclination causes him to want or to do something inappropri-
ate. Nevertheless, he has to force himself to go against his desire to do
so. His inner self remains true to his mission. The beating weakens his
inclination, so that when he does the mitzvah, it is considered that he
willfully did so. However, it would seem that this only applies to some-
one who is essentially committed to mitzvah-observance and whose
inclination drives him to negate one positive or negative mitzvah. (The
Rambam’s language is, “If a person’s evil inclination presses him to
negate the observance of a mitzvah or to commit a transgression...”)
However, a non-observant Jew, whose entire commitment is lacking

would seemingly not be included in the Rambam’s principle.
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Endnotes
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