CHAPTER IV

CONTEMPORARY NON-OBSERVANT JEWS

uring most of Jewish history, public Shabbos desecration was

rare and was usually a one-time occurrence, when a merchant

accepted goods that came on Shabbos. The Jewish community
dealt with such transgressions severely.! In those days, a mumar was
usually a Jew who had converted to Christianity. Thus, the Rishonim
frequently discuss issues such as whether a Kohen who returns to the
fold can perform the Priestly Blessings.?
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Contemporary Non-Observant Jews 93

All this began to change at the beginning of the Haskalah Movement
at the turn of the nineteenth century. At that time, Shabbos desecra-
tion began to proliferate, until the majority of Ashkenazic Jews were no
longer Shabbos observant. As Sephardic Jews were expelled from their
Moslem home countries following the declaration of the State of Israel,
many of them also became irreligious.

In many communities around the globe, the majority of synagogue
congregations were no longer keeping Shabbos. This led to a significant
change in the status of these Shabbos violators, since their transgres-
sions were committed as a result of ignorance or for concerns for their
livelihood. In the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century,
for example, most American Jews who began violating Shabbos did
so simply because they could not find jobs otherwise; whereas later in
the century, many violated Shabbos because they had been brought up
with no concept of Shabbos observance. Some Jews were still living
in neighborhoods where significant segments of the population were
still Shabbos observant, but others were brought up without even this.
Many people retained enough awe of Shabbos not to break Shabbos in
the presence of their rabbi and the like. Below, we will deal with the
halachic parameters of all of these scenarios.

A. THE }ann®

In the previous chapter, we explained that a ©yo1% "m0 (spiteful apos-
tate) is a Jew who violates the Torah on an ideological basis. However,
one who violates Shabbos (or does other transgressions) for reasons of

personal pleasure or convenience is categorized as a 1INI> M.
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94  The Laws of Outreach

According to Rav Moshe Feinstein, American Jews who violated
Shabbos by going to work, but who were otherwise observant, were in
this category of Naxn% .3

In the absence of knowing what a person’s motivations are, we pre-
sume that they are motivated by non-ideological reasons (making him
only a naxn> 9m) and not by a desire to rebel against Hashem.*

According to Rav Ovadia Yosef, the wine that was touched by such
Jews remains kosher.® In fact, the challenge to earn a livelihood is so
great that several Rishonim consider that one who transgresses out of
concern for his livelihood to be an o’nes (a faultless transgressor).°

Many of the responsa of Rav Moshe Feinstein dealing with this issue

concerning a generation that had arrived on American shores from
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European backgrounds and arrived as at least nominally Orthodox and
Shabbos observant. Today, however, there are a considerable number of
Jews who are more than one generation removed from their Orthodox
roots. Their situation serves as additional grounds for being lenient, as
we shall see in the next section below.

We will see in the upcoming sections that there are additional
reasons to consider that contemporary, unaffiliated Jews do not fit in
the traditional category of D'y>1> “om.

B. TINOKOS SHENISHBU—ACTING THROUGH IGNORANCE

Someone who rejects Judaism out of ignorance is not a mumar. We
saw above that the Rambam and others held that the children of Karaites
were considered to be like tinokos shenishbu (those who were brought up
in non-Jewish captivity).” Such Jews were considered as having had no
choice in the matter of their non-observance as they were brought up
with mistaken or anti-Torah values.?

Rav Yaakov Ettlinger, the Aruch L'Ner (1798-1871), was the first to
comment that when Shabbos violators attend synagogue services or
make Kiddush, they are indicating that they do recognize that Hashem
created the world.® However, several generations after he wrote this,
it became increasingly clear that even those Jews who did not make
Kiddush simply did not know better. Today, most authorities agree that

this concept of tinokos shenishbu applies to the non-observant Jews of
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our generation, at least for those living in the Diaspora. See footnote'”
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for a discussion of the various opinions. (We will see in this chapter,
below, that for Jews living in Israel, the situation is more complex.)
These Diaspora Jews see their behavior as normative for most
Jews, and therefore legitimate in their eyes, while they view Sabbath
observers as having separated themselves from the majority."* Many
do not see Shabbos observance as an act of testifying that God cre-
ated the world. For them Shabbos is simply a day of rest, for those
who choose to do so,"” and they feel that each Jew is entitled to
choose what level of Sabbath observance is good for him."® Many
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100 The Laws of Outreach

feel that Hashem will forgive them for any Shabbos desecration that

they commit.

Even after such people are informed about Judaism, their status

does not change until they actually come to understand that the Torah

is God-given and that they are obligated to adhere to all its laws as well

as all the rabbinic commandments.’* Simply being informed about

Shabbos, without knowing what it really means to experience it, and

without truly feeling that it is of Divine origin and of an obligatory na-

ture, is not considered knowing about Shabbos.* (Rav Shimon Schwab?®
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Contemporary Non-Observant Jews 101

and Rav Isaac Herzog'” have gone further than this position, stating
that even those who, in our times, were brought up in Orthodox homes
but are now no longer observant, are considered tinokos shenishbu.)

The amount of education and involvement that is needed for each per-
son to bring him to the point where he truly understands what Shabbos
is, cannot, under the best of circumstances, be precisely defined. It really
depends on the receptivity and sensitivity of each Jew.'® The Chazon Ish
maintains that there is a point at which enough effort has been invested
in teaching such a person that one could begin to consider him a deliber-
ate sinner. However, he was clear that only a beis din could establish that
fact,” and that it has to be determined on a case-by-case basis.”

This is especially true in our times, when we have lost the ability to
truly communicate through our reproof the need to change.” (See sec-
tion D below.) In addition, stated the Chazon Ish, we live in an era when
Hashem'’s Divine Providence is not manifest,??> and therefore we should
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102 The Laws of Outreach

not be harsh with those who have not yet done teshuvah (although this
does not mean that they can automatically be placed in the same cate-
gory as observant Jews, as we will clarify below).

Therefore, such Jews are not to be considered evildoers. Rather, one
is supposed to reach out to them peacefully and steer them back to
Torah observance.”

Not all poskim are so lenient. Some authorities contend that contem-
porary irreligious Jews are to be considered as mumarim. Seemingly,
such was the position of the Minchas Elazar.**

Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv is often quoted as taking the position that
contemporary secular Jews are categorized as mumarim.”> However,

some sources cite Rav Elyashiv as ruling that irreligious Jews today
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are generally in the category of tinokos shenishbu®® or at least that this

approach can be adopted if there are other grounds for leniency.”” Yet,

other sources claim that Rav Elyashiv was of the opinion that the status

of secular Jews depends on the extent of their exposure to observant

Jews.? A final opinion claims that Rav Elyashiv was of the opinion that
there is doubt as to their status,?® and that the Chazon Ish maintained

similar doubts.*® Therefore, since there is a doubt whether they have

the status of mumarim or as tinokos shenishbu, Rav Elyashiv maintains
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104 The Laws of Outreach

that we must be strict in all aspects in these matters.?! In other words,
we are required to perform interpersonal mitzvos for the benefit of
non-observant Jews as they might be considered tinokos shenishbu.
Nevertheless, for precepts for which a mumar would be disqualified
(e.g., berachos and giving testimony in beis din), we must be strict and
consider a non-observant Jew to possibly be a mumar and to therefore
disqualify him.

Rav Feinstein also seems to follow this logic.?? (See below in this sec-
tion for a full treatment of Rav Feinstein’s position.) This is the position
of other authorities as well.*

Some poskim distinguish between Jews in different places in the
world. In areas such as America, where Torah-observant communities
are not known to everyone, such unaware, non-observant Jews may
be considered tinokos shenishbu. However, in Israel, where everyone
is familiar with Torah-observant Jews, every non-observant Jew is to
be considered a mumar. This approach was adopted by Rav Binyamin
Zilber** and Rav Ovadia Yosef.* This position has also been attributed
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Contemporary Non-Observant Jews 105

to Rav Elyashiv.* In any case, in Rav Elyashiv’s correspondence, he
indicates that as far as outreach is concerned, such Jews do retain their
status as tinokos shenishbu.*’

From the fact that Israeli Jews have been exposed to Judaism, Rav
Asher Weiss drew the opposite conclusion than did Rav Elyashiv. Rav
Weiss contends that as a result of the negative portrayal of Shabbos
and religion in the media, many secular Israelis adopted a disdain for
those who keep Hashem’s Torah. Thus, the concept of tinokos shenishbu
applies even more appropriately to our contemporary generation of
Jews in Israel than it did when it was first applied.®

The essence of the disagreement between Rav Elyashiv and Rav Weiss
is that the former regards the knowledge of the existence of Shabbos
as being sufficient to obligate a Jew to find out more about Shabbos,
whereas Rav Asher Weiss maintains that knowledge of the existence of
Shabbos does not suffice, because a real education and internalization
of the concept of Shabbos is required in order to hold a Jew responsible
to observe Shabbos.*

The position of Rav Moshe Feinstein on the status of contemporary,
non-observant Jews is difficult to determine. Some authors claim that
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106 The Laws of Outreach

Rav Feinstein ruled that such Jews are in the category of mumarim.
There certainly is evidence to this position from a number of Rav
Feinstein’s responsa.*

However, there is conflicting evidence that suggests that Rav
Feinstein’s view was that contemporary Jews who did not receive a
proper Jewish education are to be categorized as tinokos shenishbu.
For example, in a responsum, Rav Feinstein wrote that atheistic Jews
should not be called to the Torah—even though their heretical views
are the result of their religiously deficient upbringing and are therefore
categorized as tinokos shenishbu.*' Similarly, Rav Feinstein wrote in a dif-
ferent responsum that the congregants of a Conservative temple who
were not raised with Torah values are considered as tinokos shenishbu.*?

Moreover, at the Agudah Convention in 1973, Rav Moshe Feinstein

declared that, “...many people who are far from a Torah life can be
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categorized as tinokos shenishbu.”*® Likewise, his son, Rav Dovid
Feinstein, elaborated on his father’s ruling and stated that those Jews
who have been educated in public school and whose parents are not
observant can be considered tinokos shenishbu.**

It seems that the strict position of Rav Moshe Feinstein was intended
for Jews who were raised in environs where they were exposed to Torah
communities. If such Jews reject Shabbos-observance, they may be
classified as mumarim. However, secular Jews from “out-of-town” loca-
tions should be considered tinokos shenishbu.*

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach’s approach to this issue is multi-
faceted. In Halichos Shlomo, he is quoted as saying that only Jews who
were not exposed to Torah, such as Russian Jews who were raised under
Communism, can be considered to be tinokos shenishbu. These Jews were
not exposed to authentic Judaism and may never have met a Shabbos-
observant Jew. Nevertheless, those who grew up in Israel know that
it is forbidden, according to Judaism, to desecrate Shabbos, and they
are considered deliberate sinners. Even if they were brought up secular,
they know that their parents left Judaism.*® Elsewhere, however, Rav
Auerbach considered such non-observant Jews to be considered inad-
vertent sinners (although not totally blameless).”” However, when it
came to outreach situations, Rav Auerbach was much more lenient, in
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part because there was a need to find grounds for halachic dispensation
to allow effective kiruv activities.”® He defined secular Jews of today as
tinokos shenishbu to allow them to be counted in a minyan.*® (In general,
Rav Auerbach stated that these questions needed to be posed to a rab-
binic authority for each individual case.*")

Although the poskim seem to adopt different approaches for
determining the status of contemporary non-observant Jews, they
do emphasize that different people maintain dissimilar statuses de-
pending upon their backgrounds and environment. We cannot make
a sweeping categorization of Jews one way or the other, even though
most unaffiliated Jews are likely, in fact, to be tinokos shenishbu. Thus,
the status of each Jew must be evaluated on an individual, case-by-case
basis by rabbinical authorities.”

The situation also changes with time. For example, today there are
fewer Shabbos violators who grew up in homes where Shabbos or
aspects of it were kept. It should be remembered that the majority of
Jews in the world today have never heard a single Torah lecture.

Rav Moshe Feinstein’s correspondence on these issues took place
during a time when indeed, most Jews in out-of-town communities

were nominally Orthodox, as their parents had been (and many of
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Contemporary Non-Observant Jews 109

them, themselves) in their Eastern European countries of origin. Most
left Judaism because it was nearly impossible to find a job that did not
involve Shabbos desecration.

While we do not know if Rav Feinstein would rule differently were he
alive today, we must remember that it is necessary to follow contempo-
rary poskim in all areas of halachah. Below, we will show that where the
dominant environment is not sympathetic to Judaism, this provides an
extra reason to be lenient.

Even those who do not consider the unaffiliated Jews of our genera-
tion to be tinokos shenishbu would agree that in places where it is unlikely
that the person in question would have had any exposure to Torah, he
would be considered a tinok shenishbah.>> But, on the other hand, the
Chazon Ish maintained that there was a point at which enough effort
was invested in teaching such a person, that one could begin to consider
him a deliberate sinner. (However, he was clear that only a beis din could
establish that fact for each individual.)>®

This idea, that the status of each person has to be judged on a case-by-
case basis, is supported by Rav Dovid Cohen.>* Certainly, the majority
of today’s non-observant Jews are tinokos shenishbu. Determining the
status of Jews who strayed from the path of Torah is more complicated,
and a lot depends on whether the person did so as a deliberate rebellion
against God. However, if the person suffered sexual or other forms
of abuse at the hands of a teacher or a parent, for example, he may
be considered an o’nes. Such a Jew also had to be exposed to a certain
amount of Torah learning.”® The criteria are continuously in flux. In the
time of the Binyan Tzion, someone who did not keep Shabbos yet nev-
ertheless made Kiddush could be considered to be declaring his belief
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110 The Laws of Outreach

in the Creator. In our day, a person may make Kiddush for any number
of reasons. The overarching insight, though, is that someone who was
brought up in a non-observant family is to be considered a tinok she-
nishbah unless there are indications to the contrary.*

The status of a non-observant Jew has many practical effects, such
as the status of the wine that he touches or whether he can be counted
as part of a minyan. As far as the obligation and modus operandi
of being mekarev such a person, the laws are more or less the same
whether we are interacting with a Jew who is only breaking Shabbos
for livelihood reasons or one who is considered a naxm> 9.

As far as the not-yet-observant Jew himself is concerned, he is
never considered entirely faultless and he will surely have to bring a
korban when the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt. For, as Rav Elchanan
Wasserman writes, belief in Hashem and His Torah is intellectually
compelling.”” It has to be that way, for Hashem does not want anyone
to be a sinner and is only interested in our good.*®

The Chazon Ish writes that we cannot properly fulfill the mitz-
vah of tochachah today (though we are bound to try). Consequently,
we have no permission to hate any Jews today.” (In chapter XII, we

will deal with issue of what our feelings toward such people ought
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to be. We will also deal with the mitzvah of tochachah in depth in
chapter XIII.)

C. SOCIETAL INFLUENCE

An additional factor in determining the halachic status of contempo-
rary unaffiliated Jews is the distinction between an environment that
is predominantly observant and one that is not. In the former, Shabbos
desecration is considered a rebellion against the community and its stan-
dards, as well as displaying a disdain for Shabbos. However, when most
Jews in the world are Shabbos violators, then a violator is simply doing
the same as “everyone” around him. In this situation, it is not only one’s
personal ignorance which facilitates his Shabbos desecration but the fact
that he gets such a strong message from the Jewish environment around
him that he is doing nothing wrong by not keeping Shabbos.®’ The indi-

vidual may get this message from his home and/or his school.®

Under such circumstances, he is not condemned to the status of
a flagrant Shabbos desecrator, for how is he to realize that Shabbos
desecration is so terrible if there is no message to that effect from his
environment?®” On the contrary, in the eyes of these Jews, it is the
Shabbos-observant Jews who appear to be separating themselves from

the majority.%
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112 The Laws of Outreach

Many laws affecting Shabbos violators were enacted as sanctions to
discourage not only the violator, but others who might be influenced by
him. Such sanctions could not be too harsh because there was a need
to bring him back.®* Today, however, such sanctions would be counter-
productive. In the contemporary situation, sanctions would have the
effect of driving people further away from Judaism, not closer, and
therefore, where the halachah legitimately permits it, many poskim are
lenient.®> We will see below how this affects calling such a Jew to the
Torah, counting him as a part of a minyan, and the laws concerning
wine that he handles and other related matters.

For example, Rav Chaim of Brisk claimed that the purpose of the law
of P was so that others would not similarly lose their faith.®® But,
he added, in a world where so many have left Judaism, the loss of one

individual is no longer effective.®” The Chazon Ish adds that particularly
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during this time when Hashem’s presence on earth is hidden, it is most
difficult for the non-observant to return to Torah.®®

In such a world, any attempt to sanction Shabbos violators will have
just the opposite effect it might once have had. Our modus operandi
has to change to one of performing outreach with love.

Of course, such an approach can only go so far. The poskim are not ad-
vocating a blanket halachic dispensation to normalize a contemporary
Shabbos desecrator so that it is as if he is not breaking Shabbos at all.
We will deal with specific applications below.

D. NOT YET REPROVED

According to the poskim, a further amelioration relating to the Jews
of our generation is that we no longer know how to properly fulfill the
mitzvah of tochachah. Without proper reproof, the transgressor is not
considered truly cognizant of his sin and it is forbidden to hate him® or
to apply any of the laws that would apply to a sinner.

Already in the time of the Tanna’im, Rabi Elazar ben Azariah stated:
“I'would be amazed if there is anyone in this generation who knows how
to reprove.””®
The Chofetz Chaim had already declared that this was true of his

generation,” and the Chazon Ish followed suit.”” One is designated a
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wicked person only after he fails to change his behavior despite repeated

attempts to reprove him.”® If we do not know how to fulfill the mitzvah

of tochachah, the sinner is never considered to be “after reproof” and

retains his full status with respect to all mitzvos.™

A corollary of this logic is the idea that in today’s day and age, we

have a very good chance at reaching out to such people. Despite our

having lost the art of tochachah, teshuvah is in the air and our efforts to

reach out to such Jews are likely to bear fruit.”
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E. RESTRAINT IN FRONT OF DISTINGUISHED PEOPLE

A Jew who would be embarrassed to violate Shabbos in front of
someone who is distinguished does not have the status of a flagrant
Shabbos desecrator.” His restraint demonstrates that he is not com-
pletely brazen in his Shabbos desecration and that his motives are
therefore not out of spite.

Rav Aharon Feldman told me that this law applies to any secular
Jew who is visiting an observant household. If, while in that house, he
would be careful to not deliberately violate Shabbos, then he does not
have the status of a Shabbos violator.

F. OUTREACH AND THE STATUS OF TINOKOS SHENISHBU

We have shown that most contemporary poskim maintain that non-af-
filiated Jews of our generation have a status of tinokos shenishbu. We
will now consider the practical applications of this. We will address how
we should relate to these Jews and to what degree we should actively
reach out to them.

The famous passage of the Rambam that states that the Karaites

were to be considered tinokos shenishbu was essentially addressing the

(NP LD PIYY 76
SYam [ D MON [NWsT 305 w3 MY W] DD, INWS TV 2395 AT 0D NR1TT NI peT NI
NPI33 12w S5ma 17 [1awa 15103 Sobod Sov woww 10 nemmenn I3M2 1950 1N D2 W] e mwh M
9 P N A R
(D AT W) "
RYISA Naw S
L0 NP3 NPT IS AW S5mn NP Nowsr 305 wiaw 1, 0N 5205 NDIIDa 1AW OTN N om0 Sy AN
TN 977 (FOW 12°D) NAw NDDIN 2T TONT NN DN L(R"Y D AT PATY) 0PN AN A5 NI T
13712 191.(1 1P APYD IOW 1D) A2 MWHM (X3P 1D 8 P5M) DI P08 11,72 1P YD 0P 1D YT )
YT R O ION 30 1MW Y] DMIAN T (037 120D MO WP AN) PR % AN, (00 10 11y HH0) wN i
37T ORI P 13w SHMa RENT T 0T (00 D 2 PRM) P Ao 8T, [T 0P Y0 N D
N3N bt bW 297 pop
(1 TY) Y 3Ty

D353 NPT WP 210 012 D PIv5 10 1T N0 Naw Somow 23 DY ANT [TNIIWIN 19 15w 3977] 19 N
12w FONDD MaPH PR T MWD DN DARYF DWIN 352 DN FOND YW 1 WT IR T IR Wi
WrAmD DN N'DTID3 1AW S5 7 5y P 1 Py 1917 PIpa DRI 1T T AWM 27303 NI YT 10
IS 19 YT 392393 faw Horn

DI (32 1D 3 PR TYON M MY, (1Y 10D D1 AN DRNaT SNy RMwa .00 07 by 0oo1n XD M T



116 The Laws of Outreach

issue of P M—which in any case does not apply today.” But there is
a practical part to that Rambam, too, where he states that we should
reach out to these Jews.”

Let us understand the sugya. The Torah states, “You should surely
reprove your friend.”” The word 1y is interpreted as nsna Yy, your
neighbor/friend in mitzvos.*

This means that the person you are required to reprove is basically
a mitzvah-observant person who has merely erred in this one thing.
However, most poskim put the bar for exclusion quite high—in that
an ordinary, non-observant Jew, who is considered a 1axn® m, would
certainly be included in the term .5
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Nevertheless, according to the Bi'ur Halachah, one does not have
to reprove someone who is a flagrant Shabbos desecrator (nor one
who chooses to do a transgression as an act of defiance or rebellion
against Hashem—a o'pa1% 9mm).52 According to our aforementioned
conclusion, that today’s secular Jews are not considered evildoers but
tinokos shenishbu, it seems reasonable to presume that the Mishnah
Berurah was referring to those who were brought up in an observant
environment and were taught about Hashem, Shabbos, and the
Torah. Moreover, does not the Chofetz Chaim himself state that we
no longer know how to give tochachah and therefore everyone is in
a state of prior to having been reproved? According to this position,
the Chofetz Chaim would agree that they would be included in the
category of mmmna LY.

We also suggested above that such speculation might also be the
opinion of Rav Moshe Feinstein (who in any case maintains that those
who violate Shabbos for work purposes are only Naxn%). However, one
cannot say this of the position of Rav Elyashiv (see section B above).®

However, the discussion is moot, for even Rav Elyashiv never in-
tended to exempt us from the mitzvah of tochachah (and of kiruv in
general) as he makes clear in several letters he addressed to avreichim.
Perhaps Rav Elyashiv concluded that there were two separate catego-
ries—the status of secular Jews (in Israel) who may be considered o
(or even Do1R) but not yet fully-fledged tinokos shenishbu, which is a
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more lenient status, or perhaps he maintained that it is only a sofek if
such Jews are to be categorized as tinokos shenishbu.

I wish to suggest a third approach. Whenever the contemporary
Torah leadership encouraged us to do kiruv, they did not do so based
on any of the many mitzvos of kiruv, such as tochachah, Torah study,
etc. Rather, they made (and make) reference to 'm> mwy> ny—the fact
that there is massive spiritual hemorrhaging of our nation into assim-
ilation and intermarriage—a real crisis of enormous proportions. In
such a situation, the source of the mitzvah is not the kiruv obligation
of each individual Jew, but rather a national mission. We have to bring
the Jewish People back to their Maker from wherever they are, and the
status of any individual Jew does not exempt us from this obligation.

The main point, however, is that these lost Jews are not considered
Dyon> 0w and are, therefore, still included in the responsibility of
kiruv (at least to be strict in a situation of doubt).

In addition, if there is a chance that you will be able to reach out to
a particular lost Jew (i.e., he will listen to your reproof), then many
poskim rule that even if he was raised to be observant and has since
strayed, your obligation to reach out to him continues. He is consid-
ered your neighbor in mitzvos because he will accept your reproof and
will again be truly mitzvah-observant (see endnote I). In this respect,
tochachah differs from other mitzvos that affect the non-observant. All
other mitzvos where the terms 79, 1N, 31y, are mentioned presume
some kind of prior special “Jewish” connection, thereby obligating one
to a higher standard vis-a-vis this person. But to be giving toward a per-
son who is no longer ms»3 §1Y is to empower someone to act against
the very interests we represent. However, tochachah is different. The
impetus behind the mitzvah of tochachah is to put the transgressor into
a proper relationship with Hashem to begin with. Accordingly, while
one is permitted to exempt oneself from the mitzvah of tochachah in
the case of a ©yo1% 1M, it is certainly praiseworthy if one goes the extra
mile and succeeds in reaching out to such a person and returning him to
his source. It is possible that if one feels a strong potential for success,
one is actually obligated to reach out to this person. The only exemption
is if he is considered unreachable to begin with, in which case we say
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that just as it is a mitzvah for a person to say that which will be heard, so
it is a mitzvah or even an obligation for a person not to say that which
will not be heard.?* In fact, a kiruv attempt on the latter will only lead to
further alienation of the person from you and the Torah-message you
are trying to impart, as it states, “Do not reprove the scoffer, lest he
will come to hate you” (Mishlei 9:8). In addition, such a person may be a
negative influence on others. (Despite that, the Re’em writes that where
one could engage such a Jew and teach him Torah, he should do so0.)*
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