CHAPTER VI

LIFNET TVER

OVERVIEW

here are several practical applications of the principle of lifnei iver to
kiruv situations. May someone be invited for a Shabbos meal when
he will inevitably drive there? May one make a shidduch for a couple
who will not keep the laws of family purity? May one invite a co-ed group
to a sleepaway weekend that will probably bring about forbidden intimate
contact? May one organize a mixed dance to prevent Jews from going to a
similar dance that would cause intermingling with non-Jews, and perhaps
contain more inter-gender improprieties overall? May one give someone
something to drink or eat if he is not going to say a berachah? In chapter X,
we will also deal with the related issue of teaching Torah to a non-Jew.
Due to the complexity of this sugya, we will begin with a summary
of the concepts,’ followed by a more detailed analysis of the mitzvah
of lifnei iver. In subsequent chapters, we will then discuss some of the
practical aspects of the prohibition of lifnei iver, including inviting those
who will drive on Shabbos, making a shidduch between secular Jews,
and giving someone to eat who will not make a berachah on the food.

L3579 Msin) P, (-2 Mbi 2 PID WO NI R MR, TN I, 087 YR N IS0 SN 900) 0”30 1
YD DR PO AT IV NN (1 YD TOW PO RIP 1D YT AI) T IR M, (3YP) P00 (MR PIND) 310D

(T 0P YYD WP P'D) T2 I (N
qOB NG 7Y PRT AP 3D WOWIN 9273 N D T 1T MY D MINY (7 ,19) D937 P00 T N
TN TP 1 DY N D Wiy NN NI NON DIND MW DY 13 DN ArNY 3P 1730 Dwoinn Sow b

159



160 The Laws of Outreach

A.INTRODUCTION

The verse states:
298 TROND NTY Do 100 KD 1w ieh

Before a blind man do not put an obstacle; you should fear from
your Lord; I am Hashem.

Chazal explain that this verse should not be understood as if it is lit-

erally discussing a physical obstacle, but rather as a prohibition against

misguiding someone—a virtual obstacle.® (See endnote I.) There are

two components to this prohibition:

1. Not to give a person bad advice*

2. Not to be an accomplice to a transgression®

Both components of this prohibition are forbidden.®

Many commentators understand that the two components of this

mitzvah are two disparate ideas. While the first component is an
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LifneiIver 161

interpersonal sin; the second—not to be an accomplice to a transgres-
sion—is a prohibition that is between man and Hashem, to refrain
from causing someone to violate Hashem’s will.” However, some com-
mentators understand that these two components are two sides of the
same coin; both are part of an interpersonal mitzvah whose underlying
theme is to abstain from indirectly causing damage to one’s neighbor
and his property.® There are practical applications to this distinction,
such as whether one transgresses on a biblical level when one leads
someone to violate a rabbinic injunction (e.g., to provide food to some-

one who will not say a blessing), for this surely violates Hashem’s will.?
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162 The Laws of Outreach

(According to some authorities, there is a third facet of lifnei iver that
prohibits causing physical damage to the property of another.)™

The Gemara tells us that the biblical prohibition is only violated if the
transgressor could not have violated the transgression without the par-
ticipation of the accomplice. This is known as “on different sides of the
river”, e.g., a nazir is on one side of the river and the wine (which is forbid-
den for him to drink) is on the other, inaccessible to him unless someone
passes it to him. When the nazir and the wine are “on the same side of
the river,” there is no biblical prohibition being violated.! According to
some Rishonim, in such a case there is still a rabbinic injunction against
abetting sin. (See section D below for a full discussion of this.)

The Mishneh LaMelech states that being “on the same side of the
river” is only an exemption from the biblical prohibition if the perpe-
trator could get the forbidden object from a non-Jew or by himself. If,
however, in the event that you will not provide him with the forbidden
item he can nevertheless attain it from another Jew, it is still biblically
forbidden. Since he is reliant on another Jew to be an accomplice to the
violation, the prohibition of lifnei iver still applies when he is aided in
this manner.” Although the position of the Mishneh LaMelech is not

undisputed,’® many poskim do support his view.'*
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LifneiIver 163

There are many permutations of the prohibition of lifnei iver. For
example, what if one is passing the potential transgressor an object that
is not solely used for a prohibited usage? And, what if the violation will
not be done at the time that the object is passed or it will not be done
on the body of the object? Some of the additional factors that affect the
halachah include:

e Whether one is drawing another to sin with words or an object

o Whether one is passing the potential transgressor his own object

o Whether the potential transgressor is a non-Jew

e Whether a non-Jew wants to help a (Jewish) transgressor

o If there is a doubt whether the victim will violate the prohibi-
tion even if you will not help him

o If the prohibition that is being violated is only a rabbinic

injunction

There are many other variables and permutations which may affect
the halachah. The practical implications for kiruv are vast. Misadvising
ba'alei teshuvah or potential baualei teshuvah (just like misadvising any
Jew) may be forbidden by the first component of the prohibition (not
to give bad advice). Inviting someone who will drive on Shabbos, as well
as making a shidduch or being the officiating rabbi at a wedding, may be
prohibited by the second component of the prohibition (i.e., not to be
an accomplice to a transgression). So too, providing food for someone
who will not make a berachah prior to eating may be a violation of lifnei

iver. We will deal with all of these issues in the upcoming chapters.

B. BAD ADVICE

Rashi explains:

Do not give inappropriate advice to someone who is blind in this
matter (i.e., he will not be able to discriminate for himself). [For
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164 The Laws of Outreach

example,] Do not tell someone, ‘Sell your field and purchase a
donkey [with the money],’ when you are manipulating him in

order to acquire it.**
Rashi then elucidates the next words of the verse:

“You should fear your Lord.” Since people cannot know whether
the intention of this [advisor] was sincere or insincere, and
therefore one could evade [punishment] by claiming that he only
intended for [the advisee’s] benefit. Therefore, it states that “you
should fear your Lord” Who knows what your (true) thoughts
really are. So too, in every instance where the [commandment]
relates to the person’s [hidden] thoughts, and the facts are not
known by others, it states, “You should fear your Lord.”¢

Alater verse (Devarim 27:18) curses one who violates this prohibition."’

Several Rishonim tell us that implicit in the prohibition is the
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LifneiIver 165

converse: one should set people on a straight path by giving the best
advice that one believes to be true'® whenever it is solicited—for a
well-functioning society, writes the Chinuch, requires that people guide
others and give them advice in all areas of life.?

Rav Asher Weiss maintains that the two interpretations of lifnei
iver—giving bad advice and causing a person to sin—are really two
overlapping mitzvos. Every time one is misguiding a person to trans-
gress, he is providing a type of bad advice. And every time one gives
a person bad advice, one is, to some degree, causing the advisee to
stumble. The purpose of the two interpretations of the verse is to
extend the parameters of the prohibition to include both causing a
person to sin and causing a person to do something that is not in his
best interests.?!
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166 The Laws of Outreach

There are other possible sources for the obligation to give good advice,
including 9m 7w 5 P, 2 77a8 mawn,?® 0937 N8N, the obligation to
bring harmony between Jews,” the obligation to teach him Torah,? and

to reprove him.”” Additionally, the obligation to provide good advice is

learned from the obligation (for the judge) to give the best advice.”®
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Lifnei Iver 167

This halachah relates to kiruv in requiring the kiruv professional to
truly have the recipient’s interests at heart. Can we always be certain
that our advice to growing Jews is motivated by our altruistic feelings
for his spiritual well-being? Alternatively, are we just trying to reach
some kind of target?? And, if the latter, are we giving the best advice in
terms of whether a person should give up college (and potential future
livelihood), when (and if) to go to yeshiva, etc.?* Often, the questions
facing an outreach professional are above his level of competence, and
he is in danger of sinning by giving faulty advice.

In this context, we may not give advice which is merely apropos for
the advisor. Rather, we are required to advise according to what is genu-
inely in the recipient’s best interests, based on his personality, spiritual
and intellectual inclinations, aptitude, etc.** Avoiding the violation of
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168 The Laws of Outreach

lifnei iver often requires time, effort, and much thought to understand
the short and long-term needs of the person sitting in front of us and
to figure out the best advice for this person in particular.* This, writes
the Shaarei Teshuvah, is one of the fundamental aspects of chesed that
one can perform for a fellow Jew.*

It is an interesting anomaly of this mitzvah that there cannot be an
inadvertent transgression, according to some authorities.?* A person
who truly intends to give the best advice (even if it turns out not to
be so) does not transgress the prohibition of lifnei iver. (However, that
assumes that the advisor has taken the trouble to become an expert in
the advice he is giving.)*

The kiruv professional is often called on to answer questions of individ-
uals who seek his advice and guidance. Yet, the ability to answer many of
these questions requires great scholarship. Given the gravity of many of the
decisions that confront the kiruv professional, who may himself have little
or no background in the complexities of rabbinic counseling, let alone psak
halachah, there is a difficult balance to maintain between being dynamically
responsive on the one hand, and deferring to a posek who may not always
be reachable in a timely manner. Clearly, a good dose of yiras Shamayim, as
well as integrity, will go a long way in dealing with these situations.
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Lifnei Iver

C. SERVING AS AN ACCOMPLICE TO TRANSGRESSION

169

There is a second aspect to the prohibition of lifnei iver. “Do not put

a stumbling block” also contains a prohibition against advising*® or en-

abling someone to do a transgression that he could not do without your

help. This includes providing®” or fixing an article which will be used for

violations,*® or making it easier for that person to sin then or again.*

As we explained in section A, above, the Torah’s prohibition of lifnei

iver only applies to situations where the transgressor cannot violate the

transgression without the participation of the accomplice.*’ The poskim

discuss many variables of what might qualify as such. Parameters
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include: What if the perpetrator can only acquire another article of
lesser quality with which to sin without your participation? What if he
can only acquire another article with considerable hassle, or he feels un-
comfortable dealing with the alternative purchaser, or the alternative
article is more expensive? Does it make a difference whether the other
article is going to be bought from a Jew or a non-Jew? Each one of these
questions is a mini-sugya in its own right.*

What are the parameters of the forbidden “stumbling block”? Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach gives a rule of thumb: anything that is done
against the will of Hashem constitutes a “stumbling block.”*? This would
apply whether the sin is committed as a result of negligence® or as a
deliberate transgression. We might have thought that in the case of a
deliberate violation, the transgressor is not “spiritually blind” in the
matter and hence the participation of another person does not consti-
tute placing an obstacle before him. But this is not so. Most authorities
contend that facilitating a deliberate transgression is a violation of
lifnei iver.** The Steipler Gaon explained that even a deliberate sinner is
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considered blind in this context because he is blinded by the foolishness
of his inclinations, and when he repeats the sin, he already relates to the
sin as permissible.* When it comes to the rabbinic injunction of lifnei
iver (see section D below), we will see that the Shach, as understood
by the Dagul Mervavah, rules that we are not prohibited in lifnei iver
when facilitating a deliberate transgression.*® However, even the Shach
would agree that the biblical-level prohibition of lifnei iver applies to a
deliberate transgression as well.

Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Asher Weiss state that lifnei iver applies
even where the transgressor is not held responsible for doing a sin. They
hold that the prohibition of lifnei iver means that one is not allowed to
cause a transgression to occur.?” Rav Feinstein explains that this is be-
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cause the prohibition of bringing a person to sin is not an interpersonal
violation, but rather a sin against Hashem.*® Therefore, one is sinning
against Hashem by causing an act of prohibition to be done, regardless
of whether the other person is held responsible.*

Accordingly, even if we categorize non-observant Jews today as
tinokos shenishbu and therefore as blameless, this still would not
remove the prohibition of lifnei iver when causing them to violate
Torah.*® In any case, Rav Moshe Feinstein holds that since a tinok
shenishbah who sins is obligated to offer a korban, this indicates that
he is considered a negligent transgressor (and not a faultless viola-
tor),”! and therefore a prohibition of lifnei iver would certainly apply
to advising him to sin.*? This could have significant implications for
many outreach scenarios. However, Rav Moshe Feinstein writes that
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he is uncertain whether lifnei iver would apply to such a case—espe-
cially where a kiruv component is involved.>

In chapter VII, we will explore whether we are exempt from the pro-
hibition of lifnei iver if our intention is to spiritually benefit the advisee
in the long-term, even if we will cause him to break Shabbos in the

short term.

D. ONE SIDE OF THE RIVER

We discovered in the section above that the biblical prohibition of
lifnei iver only applies to situations where the transgressor cannot
commit the sin without your assistance. There is a dispute among the
Rishonim as to whether one transgresses a rabbinic prohibition of lifnei
iver when it is N9 ™12y T, i.e., when he is capable of committing the
transgression on his own or he is capable of getting the assistance of a
non-Jew with the same ease as he can solicit your help.>*

Some Rishonim contend that when the sinner could transgress with-
out assistance, it is permitted to abet his transgression, while other
Rishonim argue that doing so constitutes a violation of the rabbinic
prohibition of abetting sin.>> The Rosh brings evidence to this latter
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position by observing that we are commanded to prevent even a child

from sinning.>®

Rav Moshe Feinstein stated that, according to those who are strin-

gent, Chazal prohibited one from acting on one’s desire that another

Jew transgress.”’

This dispute (of whether there is a rabbinic injunction of lifnei iver)

is carried over to the Acharonim. The Rema rules leniently.*® However,

there are poskim who argue against the Rema,* and the Rema himself
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writes that a religiously conscientious person should be stringent on

himself.®° Rav Asher Weiss rules that we should not be stringent when

trying to bring a Jew closer to Torah and to save his life spiritually.®*

There are views that are more lenient where the prohibition that is

being transgressed is a rabbinic injunction.®?
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The prohibition against abetting misdeeds is further limited by the

Shach, as interpreted by the Dagul Mervavah. According to the Shach,

this rabbinic prohibition does not apply to abetting a deliberate trans-

gression.®® Some say that this is either because the principle of arvus
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does not apply in such a case® or because the role of the accomplice is
irrelevant since the transgression will be committed without any assis-
tance. The Magen Avraham,® however, challenges this approach and is
stringent even in a case of a deliberate sinner, though the leniency of
the Shach is relied upon by some poskim as an additional rationale to be
lenient.® This is especially so if the transgression that he is violating is
a rabbinic injunction and not a Torah-mandated prohibition.®’

While the Shach exempts one from the restrictions of lifnei iver in the
case of a deliberate violation of a rabbinic injunction, he does not do so
when it comes to an inadvertent transgression, and is therefore more
stringent than the Rema, whom we quoted above as saying that there is

DWW NN MBI DX YW NDT AW NI, AN PIYS 03 P, 105 AN 127 FPONT NI 7PN PN
PN T oM PNTT ONPI 037037 NINT, (5 7 PUATR 0003) PP, WONT KT NTMOND IR 1ayh 8D Han
5515 DN (D 301N DDYD TOw D) YT I W 13,191 DONT NN AN TS NN, D300 ATy o
NIPNT 157,y HH53 90 DT, AT iy Msh o RS, Dy Tom N, 77 A5 11 N XD 1w
[20383 Awpa] 22015 M YT, My DD v 3N, [D95 o0 1hN 03T NI 10 D3 N0an NOw wr ] waTea
2V DN IND PN AN DD XD T 10 DN, M TWON ON DN, Mmme WwTaT N 50,1 Ay Tawa
D3 7 55531,y 9275 £yob Kow 10w Dm0 mnaa AR mmed mmgn, mmed 11T 8, b mon v Y
5353957305 P RDT NI AN 1D
(D PPD YT II) WA 64
T DY 19 D3 NYTYLRPIBMD M 1N DN PN T MON ey 3T (N3P 1D ApT ) 1339m St pyy
LN NI YWD KT RDT P M2 PNT
THD NI S 10N T My 30D Sw MONTY PO OMAN P 65
(7 0P YD AW D DOM TN DTN P
NE5N 73y N2 1515 5120 A I ND 12N DN 1IN M3 NI ONY Do 1050 8D 1 305 Dnon 2pRT MON HaN”
5 9D KW 51T 10w 52 R PR P 1933 SOIN 10 1DONT NN 15277 NNON DI Doy
7007 NDT PRI 7w Spd Y TASS 0315 W TODT DIPHAT (3Y 1D N POM YT ) AL MN 17wa an
ARIMONT53 0N T Y Tow 13 M PR IR DTN P moe Porie 8T T 03 NN winn
:(7OP 1°D) PN MM MW A0
by Soma i MW DR BRD T R DN 1 XD IND NI ONT DI PR PRTRT AN TN
(T2 1D N POM) MR PR M
F239 SUTI TN 72T MNSM YT 12y
(GNP D PN DM AN OB VN WA TS 66
NIP D [T 7 TN novw SY o0k WO ,5-2y MY Dy YRSt [owsro mwn 2771] 1 mow e
P3P0 MON PN TP N MWD T, DW 1237 DT PI2T 1IN 0P YD
DPIMIN DY 0 DY PRI T OPL WA LW YD 3T (NOP 10 T TP N POM) Twn A70ma XA 1
w55 o RoD nawa Taph mmewn $1apS 09 a3 P ApbnD ONIART I T NOD PnD
DITIAN D AMWA Y LT MOND PP D 900 D NPT (0P 1D) DTN BN W PN IS WONIND 67
DT 0 Y PO (12 11D DYF AN 108 P332 3. (M 1D DOF FIN)



178 The Laws of Outreach

really no rabbinic injunction at all of lifnei iver. Therefore, if we say that
the non-observant Jews of our day are considered inadvertent sinners,
then we cannot rely on the position of the Shach for a leniency when
considering making Shabbos invitations to those who will drive.®®

Most outreach situations involve working with Jews who are not
aware that they are in violation of halachah. Interactions with such Jews
can sometimes generate fascinating questions of lifnei iver. According
to the Radvaz, if the transgressor can sin without assistance, and only if
he is aware that his act is forbidden is there no Torah violation of lifnei
iver. However, if the transgressor believes that his action is permissible,
there is no difference whether he could sin with or without assistance.
In both situations, it is biblically forbidden to aid the transgression.®

This view of the Radvaz has many implications for the laws of kiruv.
However, the fact that most responsa on the topic do not cite the Radvaz
may suggest that they do not consider the halachah to be in accordance
with his view.

The Chazon Ish further expanded the biblically mandated sanction-
ing of abetting sin that could be done without assistance. He ruled that
anytime that one is undoubtedly causing the perpetrator to violate the
halachah—even if he could technically violate the prohibition without
the assistance, the prohibition of lifnei iver is mandated by the Torah.™
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E. OTHER FACTORS

The prohibition of lifnei iver involves a broad range of different issues
and has been the subject of a number of works entirely dedicated to
this subject. Below, we have brought a small selection of these factors,
with an eye to their application to some of the more common kiruv
situations.

F. ENGAGEMENT IN A MITZVAH

One is allowed to engage in a mitzvah, even if by so doing one might
indirectly cause others to do a transgression. Therefore, a mohel may
perform a circumcision on Shabbos, even if people will drive to the bris
or smoke at the ceremony.” This is not, in fact, considered “causation,”
as it would be if the father of the baby, for example, actually invited a
Shabbos desecrator to the bris.”

Similarly, in a necessary kiruv scenario, it is permitted to print a
text with prayers and berachos that contain the name of Hashem even
though some of the users will undoubtedly throw it in the garbage. Of
course, if there is any way to ensure that the text will not be thrown out,
it should be done.”
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G. OBJECTS USED FOR PERMITTED
AND FORBIDDEN PURPOSES

May one sell a car, an iPhone, or a cooking utensil to a secular Jew
who will probably use it on Shabbos? May one sell milk to a non-obser-
vant Jew who might cook it with meat? (A similar question, whether
one may give food to someone who is not going to make a berachah, will
be discussed in chapter VIII.)

Most poskim allow one to lend or sell an article to someone who may
use it for a forbidden purpose, where the article’s primary use is not
intrinsically forbidden, since there is a chance that he may use it exclu-
sively under circumstances that are permissible.”* In such cases, it is
not considered that one is directly causing the violation of a prohibition
by giving him the article. We are not expected to dig into the user’s
mind to know what his intention is,” contends Rav Asher Weiss, for
there would be no limit to such a requirement.”® When we give a person
an article whose usage is essentially permissible and he uses that item
for prohibited purposes, Rav Moshe Feinstein rules that we have not
caused him to sin; but rather he has led himself to this conclusion.”” Rav
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Feinstein contrasts this case with one of selling a garment that usually
contains shaatnez to a buyer who is not going to check it, for there, the
garment is prohibited to wear under all circumstances.”

An application of lifnei iver would be a case of a non-observant Jew
requesting to borrow spices on Shabbos. There are seasonings, like soup
mix, that are specifically used for cooking, while others might be used
for cooking or just to add to the food after it is cooked. According to the
aforementioned opinions, on Shabbos, one would not be permitted to
give seasonings in the first category to a non-observant Jew. They would
be similar to an article that is designated for sinful use; whereas one
would be allowed to give spices in the second category, as they would be
like an article that can be used for permissible or forbidden purposes.”

Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach take this
idea further. They allow one to sell objects to Shabbos violators where
the objects themselves are not necessarily designated for prohibited
use, even if the purchaser will certainly use them to desecrate Shabbos.®
Others say that, in order to be permissible, the chances have to be high
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that the buyer will use the article for its permissible usage.®’ Hence,
according to these poskim, if we are sure that the buyer will violate a
prohibition with the article, it would be prohibited.®?

Rav Asher Weiss also does not agree with this lenient stance of Rav
Moshe Feinstein and Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, but he does con-
sider that it is a factor to be combined with other grounds for leniency.®®
In fact, many factors affect situations involving an article that will be
used for a transgression. Thus, for example, the Maharsham writes
that one may rent a house to a barber who will cut hair in the home on
Shabbos. One of his many reasons is that it is not the rented house that
is being used for the Shabbos violation but rather the airspace within.?
Rav Moshe Feinstein allows one to rent out a wedding hall with kosher
catering to people who are going to have mixed dancing. He writes that
even if this was the only hall in town, it may still be permitted to rent
out the hall to such people, for the hall is not specifically designated to
be used for something forbidden. (The hall is not inherently a means for

sinning by the renter.)®
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On the surface, one of the important applications of this logic is to
the issue of Shabbos invitations where the invitee will drive. The car is
not inherently a means for sinning (nor is the host in any case providing
the car that will be used for the prohibition), although one can usually
be certain that the guest will drive to or from the meal. However, the
issue with Shabbos invitations is one’s implicit verbal encouragement
that the guest should drive, and not the fact that one is providing the
guest with an object that is inherently a means for sinning. (See section
K below. See also the issue of Shabbos invitations that is discussed in
depth in the next chapter.) Similarly, we cannot use this halachic dis-
pensation to permit running mixed seminars and the like, since in this
instance, the kiruv professional is not simply renting out the location,
but rather is actively creating a mixed activity. (We will deal with this

issue in chapter XI.)

H. DELAYED CAUSATION

The aforementioned principle, that an object that can be used for
both permissible and non-permissible purposes, is that we are not
directly causing a prohibition by providing the item.?® Similarly, if there
is a delay between our participation and the forbidden action, many

poskim say that this is not called lifnei iver,’” for in the meantime, the
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perpetrator did not transgress, and if he decides to transgress later, it
will be his own decision.?®

The Pri Megadim qualifies this halachic dispensation by limiting it to
a situation where the prohibition of lifnei iver under consideration is
merely rabbinic in nature, i.e., a situation where the sinner could still
do the transgression without our help.?* In fact, Rav Asher Weiss under-
stands that all opinions permitting this are talking about such a case,
i.e., where the biblical prohibition of lifnei iver does not apply.*

On this basis, the Sridei Aish permits selling a store to a Shabbos-
violator.?® The K’sav Sofer and others allow one to rent a house to
someone who is going to violate Shabbos in the house because, at the
time of the rental, the Shabbos desecration is not yet taking place.”? In
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section G, we cited the Maharsham, who allowed the renting of a home
to a barber who will cut hair in part of the house on Shabbos. Part of
the Maharsham’s reasoning is that the prohibition is not being done
immediately.*® Similarly, the Mishnah Berurah allows one to sell cooking
utensils to a person who may use them to eat non-kosher food or cook
on Shabbos, since he is not doing so immediately.**

Rav Moshe Feinstein qualifies this halachic ruling. He allows one to
teach a child to read his bar mitzvah portion even though the child is
likely to violate Shabbos by being driven to shul on the Shabbos that
he will actually celebrate his bar mitzvah. This ruling is based on the
assumption that there are others who could teach the child, but it re-
quires the further condition that the teacher attempts to persuade the
child to walk to shul. Rav Feinstein includes as a consideration for his
leniency the fact that the teaching is done during the weekdays and the
prohibition is only on Shabbos, as one factor among others to allow
this. However, he is writing to someone whose livelihood is as a bar
mitzvah teacher and who has no way of getting out of this bind. In such
a case, the bar mitzvah teacher does not have to give up his livelihood.*
Hence, Rav Feinstein’s halachic dispensation only applies to circum-
stances that are extenuating due to issues of earning a livelihood.

We will see in the next chapter that this principle will have an impact on
whether one can invite someone for Shabbos who will then drive—when
the invitation takes place well before the actual driving. It will also affect
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whether one can give a person food to eat if he is not going to say a be-
rachah prior to eating. (See chapter VIII.) We are more concerned about
someone not washing or saying a berachah than we are about him bentch-
ing afterwards, because, in the latter case, the transgression is not being
committed at the time that the food is being offered.”

Not everyone agrees with this dispensation, even under the limited
conditions of Rav Feinstein.?” Nevertheless, Rav Asher Weiss does use
it as additional grounds for leniency concerning Shabbos invitations to
those who will drive.?

The issue also has relevance for an officiating rabbi at a wedding
where the couple is not going to keep the laws of family purity. (See
chapter IX.)

I. AUGMENTING THE VIOLATION

There is a rabbinic prohibition to aid one who is already transgressing
in a way that allows him to sin more (Mo'83 17137). There is a dispute
among the Rishonim whether this applies only when it is certain that
the assistance will cause the perpetrator to add to the violation, or even

where it is merely questionable whether he will do so.” However, if the
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chances are not high that it will cause him to transgress more, we need

not abstain from the interaction.'®

Another example of adding to a transgression would be reading

a newspaper that is being produced by Jews on Shabbos. Whether
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188 The Laws of Outreach

or not you buy the newspaper is not going to determine whether the
newspaper continues to be produced or not. However, it does add to the
circulation figures, encouraging the overall success of the newspaper.'**

J. NOT WITH THE ARTICLE ITSELF

Some poskim argue that one is allowed to rent an apartment or a store to
someone who is not Shabbos observant, because any Shabbos desecration
that will occur will not be done in the yorii a3, i.e., with the actual structure;

rather, the sins will be committed in the airspace of the apartment.'®?

K. VERBAL ABETMENT

Some authorities contend that one does not transgress lifnei iver via
mere speech, only via action.'® We derive the principle of 7375 mbw px
773y from the logical axiom: Dymw 937 P1507 73N 397 37 —1i.e., that
the perpetrator should have followed the higher authority of Hashem
and not listened to Hashem’s disciple, so to speak, to do the transgres-
sion.'® These poskim extend this idea to exempt one from lifnei iver in
every case in which nothing was provided to the violator.

However, this is not the way that the majority of poskim understand

lifnei iver, since mere speech can be the bona fide cause of a person
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sinning.’® For example, inviting someone for a Shabbos meal may

constitute a violation of lifnei iver although it is only done with words.
Those who permit such invitations do not do so on the basis of the fact
that it is only with words. Perhaps this is a part of the novelty of lifnei
iver, that despite such logic exempting one with respect to a mm>w, one
still transgresses in other situations.'*

At the beginning of the chapter, we explained that there are two
aspects of lifnei iver, not to misadvise and not to assist someone in
transgressing. We brought opinions that these are two sides of the
same coin.'”” Encouraging a fellow Jew to sin with words certainly con-
stitutes misadvice.

L. POSSESSION

Some Acharonim rule that one only transgresses the rabbinic injunc-
tion of abetting sin in a case where one is physically helping the per-
petrator or one is lending him an item with which he is transgressing.
However, it is permitted to sell an article to one who will transgress
with it.!® Presumably, where the perpetrator would be using his own
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190 The Laws of Outreach

articles, like driving his own car, the same logic would apply. (This is
in contrast to a case of X977 *73Y 1, where one would transgress the
biblical prohibition of lifnei iver in such cases.)

M. WHEN THE SINNER DOES NOT REALIZE
THAT HE IS SINNING

In most cases of outreach, the unaffiliated Jew is not aware that he
is sinning. He may not appreciate that he has to make a berachah before
eating or that he should not drive on Shabbos. There are poskim who say
that under such circumstances, we are liable for violating lifnei iver even
if the sinner could sin without abetment, because we know that he will
certainly go through with the transgression.’® However, contemporary

poskim do not mention this as a reason to be stringent.'*°

N. SAVING A PERSON FROM A GREATER SIN

There are several scenarios where we are forced to choose between

two sins:

e Where we lead someone to sin in order to prevent him from
committing a greater sin

e More significantly, where we actively tell a person to sin in
order to prevent him from doing a greater sin

» Where we lead a person to sin now—with the intention of getting
him to commit himself to keeping mitzvos over the rest of his life

» Where we ourselves sin in order to prevent the other person

from doing an even greater sin
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These issues can be divided into two types of cases: causing the less
substantial of two sins and altruistic abetment.

1. Causing the Less Substantial of Two Sins

A number of the later Acharonim deal with the issue of whether one
can lead a person to sin in order to save him from a more substantial sin.

Rav Akiva Eiger suggests that perhaps it is preferable for a woman
to cut off a man’s peyos than for him to do so himself. This is because a
man transgresses two commandments when removing peyos—that of
being cut and cutting, whereas a woman who does so only causes him
to transgress the prohibition of being cut. When she cuts off his peyos,
neither of them are in violation of the second transgression of cutting.'**

Rav Akiva Eiger does not voice this opinion with certainty, but in so
doing, he introduces the issue of whether lifnei iver applies where you
cause a person to do a smaller sin rather than a more severe one.

The Mishnah in Sheviis? prohibits selling wine barrels to a Jew
who is not so careful about halachah and may then use them to store
shemittah wine to be sold contrary to the halachah. However, if it is
uncertain that the buyer will engage in such unlawful commerce, the
sale is permitted, as we are not concerned about lifnei iver. Presumably,
the buyer could easily get hold of wine barrels from another source and
could therefore sin without any abetment. Such a sale is, at worst, a
violation of a rabbinic prohibition.

The Chazon Ish writes that if we would be stringent in these uncer-
tain cases, we would end up inadvertently encouraging everyone to
sin. As for ourselves, we are commanded to perform acts of kindness

with him and to sustain him. Therefore, we would cause ourselves to
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192 The Laws of Outreach

transgress the biblically mandated obligation of chesed, as well as the
obligation of following the amicable path.'** We would also be encour-
aging the not-so-religious person to sin because he may come to hate
us and transgress Nwn N2.11* These transgressions (i.e., Xywn 8, chesed,
and others) are biblically mandated and therefore, were we to be strict
with lifnei iver, we may cause a worse sin than the violation of the rab-
binic injunction that we were trying to prevent.'” There is no point in
preventing a rabbinic transgression when, if by so doing, we are likely
to cause a violation of a biblical prohibition. In addition, it is only ques-
tionable whether the person will end up transgressing.

Therefore, states the Chazon Ish, Chazal carefully weighed the pen-
alty of those who transgressed the shemittah laws to ensure that such
penalties do not themselves become stumbling blocks for all.™*¢ Thus,
someone who is definitely engaged in commerce with illegally hoarded
wine is penalized, but if it is only questionable whether he hoarded the
wine, we do not penalize him. (The Chazon Ish applied the same princi-
ple to other cases as well.)™”

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach goes further. Whereas the Chazon
Ish only permits one to save someone from a more substantial sin by
abetting his transgressing a more minor wrongdoing, in a case where it
is uncertain that he will do the lesser sin, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
allows this even when it is certain that he will commit the smaller
offense. Hence, food may be given to someone who will not make a

berachah in order to prevent resentment and hatred of Torah and her
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adherents.’® (We will deal with this issue of offering food to a secular
person in chapter VIIL.)

However, clearly there are limits to this. All would agree with Rav
Moshe Feinstein, who does not allow one to arrange mixed dancing for
Jewish singles, even if the alternative is that they will go to a disco and
dance with non-Jews.'"® We cannot promote activity that is clearly pro-
hibited'®—and leads to sexual improprieties—to prevent those who
are determined to transgress and will ignore our protest.'?! In any case,
we are not guaranteed that by providing dancing for Jews only, these
Jewish singles will not in any case go to a disco.'*

Rav Feinstein distinguishes this case from a case in the Gemara
(Sotah 48b) which contrasts two scenarios. In the first case, a group
of men is singing and women then join in. In the second case, the
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opposite happens—the women are singing and men join in.’> In either
case, the men may not listen to a woman’s voice. However, the latter
transgression is more serious since it was committed willfully by the
men. Therefore, states the Gemara, if faced with both situations, and
we cannot stop both, we should prevent the latter.’**

In the case of the Gemara, we are not doing anything to encourage
either case, and we are simply acting to minimize whatever violations
we can. We do what we can and we tolerate the rest. However, there
is no misleading indication on our part that we are advocating either
action.'” That is not the case with the mixed dancing however, where
we would be taking active steps to organize the event.?

At times, it is proper to instruct the sinner that he should do a smaller
sin in order to protect himself from a more serious transgression. An
example of this principle can be found in an important responsum of
the Netziv that permitted a woman to regularly immerse in the mikvah
during the day (on the eighth day) instead of the previous night because
otherwise she would not immerse at all. By allowing her to go during the
day, she would be transgressing a smaller rabbinic prohibition instead
of transgressing a prohibition that is punishable by kares.’?’

However, here the Netziv introduces an important qualification. The
Netziv declares that were thisruling to lead other women to also immerse
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during the day, there could be no justification for a dispensation, since
it would cause a communal breach of the halachah.'®® However, if an
individual could be saved from a violation of Torah by discreetly trans-
gressing a rabbinic injunction—even if he is a deliberate sinner—then
it would be proper to instruct him to violate an injunction to protect
himself from a major offense.’ We should never lose hope that this

person may do teshuvah, and it is our job to make his teshuvah as easy

as possible.*?

The Netziv stresses that there are some rabbinic injunctions, the vio-

lation of which we would not permit, even to save a woman from a much

131

more serious sin. It all depends on the strength of the injunction'' and
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196 The Laws of Outreach

on many other circumstances.’ Just as a doctor may take subjective
factors into consideration when determining a course of action, such
as the patient’s threshold of pain, a posek does so as well with spiritual
maladies.'*?

2. Altruistic Abetment

The S’ridei Aish and Rav Moshe Sternbuch assert that there is no
violation of lifnei iver where the intention of the accomplice is to do a
mitzvah. On this basis, Rav Sternbuch allows one—subject to certain
qualifications—to invite someone who will drive to a Shabbos meal.
Lifnei iver forbids one from strengthening the hands of sinners,™* but
here he is doing the opposite—by doing a mitzvah, he is doing Hashem’s
will,"*> which will hopefully arouse feelings of teshuvah in the heart of
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the sinner.”*® The S’ridei Aish clearly applies this to instances where the
mitzvah is an act of direct kiruv with the sinner.’®” We will deal with this
in greater depth in the upcoming chapter.

O. IN HIS BEST INTEREST
Rav Yitzchak Berkovits suggests a novel approach to the prohibition

of lifnei iver. Every component of this prohibition maintains a single
theme: do not direct a person in a way that will hurt him while he is
unaware of the danger. As applied to mitzvos, since it is almost always
in a person’s best interest to abstain from sinning, causing him to sin is
a violation of lifnei iver. However, in a situation where it is in a person’s
best interest to transgress halachah, it would not be a violation of lifnei
iver to encourage him to do what is best for him.

Take, for example, the case of a person who is on his way to do
teshuvah, but is not yet ready to spend the whole Shabbos in a Torah-
observant environment. The only way that he is willing to come for a
meal is if he drives. (This will be discussed in more detail in chapter
VIL.) Rav Berkovits contends that, given the realities of where he is
holding, there is no question that it is in this person’s interest to come
for Shabbos. Here, we could justify violating lifnei iver to invite such a
person for Shabbos.

Rav Yitzchak Berkovits applies this principle to many kiruv sce-
narios. For example, one should provide food at a Torah lecture and
certainly at a multi-hour seminar. This is the case even though the

participants are unlikely to make blessings over the food.**® Failure to
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do so may lead the participant to resent the outreach professional as
a representative of the Torah-observant community. They might not
come again, and hence it is fair to say that their whole Yiddishkeit
is at stake.'®® Similarly, one can, according to Rav Berkovits, invite
someone to come for Shabbos, even though he will drive to get there,
if there is no other way he will come.**° Rav Berkovits adds that there
is also no violation of lifnei iver because, in this case, the best advice is
to tell him to come.’*!

Rav Berkovits qualifies his conclusion by limiting it to Jews with
whom the outreach professional has been working already. For ex-
ample, it would apply to someone with whom one has been studying
during the week and who now needs the Shabbos experience for his
next stage of growth.

The High Holiday services provide another case that may serve as
an exception. This is a time when the outreach professional has access
to a whole community that he will not see the rest of the year. As
Rav Berkovits puts it, “Many of those who will come for High Holiday
services won’t even come to your barbecue.” Thus, it is justified to en-
courage attendance to such services if there is no other way to propel
one’s growth.

Besides the aforementioned qualifications made above, Rav Berkovits
provides a further qualification: these halachic dispensations cannot
become institutionalized. You cannot have the shul parking lot open on
Shabbos. The overall message cannot be one of tolerance for mass chillul
Shabbos. It has to be understood that you are Orthodox and that you

stand for not driving on Shabbos. Failure to do so would be tantamount
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to starting a new stream of Judaism called “kiruv.”*** This would be a
great chillul Hashem.

Extending this logic, the outreach professional should only allow one
to drive on Shabbos up to a certain point in his growth in his Yiddishkeit,
after which the outreach professional has to tell him that it is wrong to
drive. There is no hard and fast rule as to when that might be; it has to
be made on an individual basis.

However, Rav Moshe Feinstein and others do not allow such in-
vitations and even brandish a person a meisis for encouraging chillul
Shabbos by offering incentives in order to boost attendance to a chil-
dren’s Shabbos service. Rav Berkovits, however, points out that none of
these responsa are actually discussing kiruv. His understanding would
be that, for example, those coming to the children’s services are not
necessarily on their way to becoming Shabbos observant. They will

drive to the services next year as they did this year.
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