CHAPTER VII

INVITATIONS FOR oHABBOS

A.INTRODUCTION

habbos in general, and Shabbos meals in particular, are probably

the most transformational experiences that one could offer to a

non-affiliated Jew. While every bal teshuvah has a unique story
and set of elements which influenced him/her, Shabbos almost always
features as a significant element.

May one invite someone for Shabbos who is then going to drive?
This issue is pertinent in the USA, where suburban living leads to
most people living miles away from a synagogue. The USA is not
unique in this respect, however. For example, in the large FSU cities,
Jews are typically spread throughout the city (as there is no Jewish
area), while Jewish institutions are usually concentrated toward
the center of the city. In Moscow, the problem was partially solved
by renting Shabbos apartments for guests and by beginning new
communities. However, this will not work as well in the USA. Many
outreach professionals feel that if they cannot invite unaffiliated
Jews for Shabbos, they would be missing out on some of the most
valuable kiruv opportunities.

The issue of causing one to drive on Shabbos is so serious that Rav
Shmuel Wosner ruled that a Shabbos bris milah should be postponed if
it would generate Shabbos desecration when transporting the baby or
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202 The Laws of Outreach

taking pictures, etc.! Although many disagree with him,? his statement

is an indication of the seriousness of the issue. It is therefore vital to

remember that even according to the lenient views that are enumerated

below, we are obligated to reduce chillul Shabbos in any way we can.

Rabbi Moshe Sher, a renowned mohel in South Africa, said that when
there was a probability that guests would drive to a Shabbos bris, he
maintained that the bris should be performed in the late afternoon and
instructed the family to make the seudah on motzaei Shabbos.? Similarly,
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Invitations for Shabbos 203

bar mitzvah celebrations can be made on Sundays.* Rabbi Sher would
invite people to his own children’s bar mitzvah by writing on the invita-
tion in Hebrew only to the Shabbos aliyah—and in English only to the
weekday reception! His assumption was that those who were Shabbos
violators would not be likely to read the Hebrew and not come on
Shabbos. Some contemporary rabbinic leaders suggest that a person re-
turn from a meal in an outreach professional’s house with a non-Jewish
driver, which is only a rabbinic prohibition, rather than drive himself.

We have to be careful that Shabbos desecration does not become
the new norm and that we are not inadvertently communicating a
message that somehow, the Shulchan Aruch got rewritten for outreach
professionals, and that for the sake of kiruv, we simply have to ac-
cept all forms of Shabbos desecration from the people with whom we
work. Not so! It is worthwhile to remember that Chazal went so far
as to override the mitzvos of shofar and lulav on Shabbos rather than
risk even one instance of Shabbos desecration.® Hence, Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach, who allowed under prescribed conditions to invite
Shabbos violators to Shabbos services, instructed that the parking
lot of the shul (or wherever the service was to be held) be closed.”
And, even this limited dispensation he did not want publicized, as he
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feared that it would be used as grounds to justify Shabbos invitations
in other circumstances.®

In many cases, permission was granted to out-of-town community
rabbis to allow people to drive to shul as a temporary measure.” Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach stated that we may not draw general conclu-
sions from these specific rulings, since they were exceptional, tailor-made
conclusions—horaos sha'ah—that were in response to unique situations.*

The answer to the question before us—whether one may invite a
non-observant Jew to his house for a Shabbos meal as an outreach en-
deavor when one knows that the guest is likely to drive—is a function
of several variables: Are we dealing with an outreach professional or a
layman (in kiruv terms)? Are we dealing with someone who is drawing
closer to Torah and mitzvah observance and the Shabbos invitation is a
part of the process, or is this person not yet at that stage? Is there chil-
Iul Hashem involved in the person driving through a Torah-observant
neighborhood, parking in front of one’s house, or parking in the syna-
gogue parking lot? Would the person be breaking Shabbos anyhow? Is
there a difference between inviting at night, when the person can drive
one way before Shabbos, or during the day, when the person is likely to
drive in both directions? Does it help to offer accommodations when
one knows that the person is unlikely to accept?

The main issue here is lifnei iver. Through one’s invitation, one may

be causing the guest to sin by encouraging him to drive to a Shabbos
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meal. The fact that the guest is a tinok shenishbah does not justify the

invitation as the prohibition of lifnei iver applies even to those who are

unknowingly sinning.™

B. GROUNDS FOR STRINGENCY

Rav Moshe Feinstein wrote that one who invites and encourages

unaffiliated Jews to come to a Shabbos morning service is considered

a meisis (one who incites others to sin), since one knows that they

are going to drive or be driven there.'? Inciting sin is a lot worse than
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206 The Laws of Outreach

transgressing lifnei iver since one is not merely facilitating a sin that the
transgressor wants to do, but also one is actively encouraging him to
commit the sin."

Although the classic case of a meisis is one who cajoles another to
practice idolatry, this, Rav Feinstein stated, was only with respect to
the death penalty. Concerning the actual prohibition, anyone who per-
suades another Jew to do a sin transgresses the prohibition of being
a meisis.** We learn this from the Gemara (Sanhedrin 29) that asks,
“From where do we know that we do not develop arguments to protect
a meisis [from being executed]?” The Gemara answers: “From the snake
that caused Adam and Chava to sin.” The snake’s incitement was not to

worship idols, but rather to eat from the Tree of Knowledge.™
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The Gemara states that the snake could have defended his actions by
claiming that Adam and Chava should have listened to Hashem rather
than to him—the principle of Dymw *» 137 P77 ™37 397 M37. Yet
Hashem, as the Judge, did not make these obvious claims on behalf of
the snake, as one should ordinarily do, because of the Talmudic principle
that one does not make claims on behalf of a meisis.*® It is thus clear that
an instigator of sins that are not related to idolatry is also considered
a meisis.”” Hence, one who encourages non-observant children to come
for Shabbos by offering a prize if they do is to be considered a meisis.
However, not every case of lifnei iver would cause one to be classified as
a meisis. For example, if the invitee lives so close that he is able to walk,
then even if he chooses to drive, the inviter is not considered a meisis,
albeit he still transgresses lifnei iver.'® (Interestingly, one rabbinical
authority testified that he was told by Rav Moshe Feinstein that one
who lives close enough to walk may be invited.'® This opinion does not
appear to be in accordance with what is written in the Igros Moshe. In
the upcoming sections, we will discuss similar seeming discrepancies
in related rulings of Rav Moshe Feinstein.) In the next section, we will
discuss other views on this matter.

Similarly, if one were to just make a general announcement to the
community of an opportunity, without specifically inviting someone, he
would not be considered a meisis. However, one may only offer prizes to
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those who do not break Shabbos.? One’s intention should be that one
is making the announcement for those who live near and who should
come, but not to those who live far away.?* However, even though in
such a case, one is not a meisis, Rav Feinstein was not sure whether
one still transgresses lifnei iver, and therefore he does not permit such
invitations.?? In fact, to be clearly permissible, Rav Feinstein requires
that one only invite those who live near and not advertise at all to those
who live far away. And, if those who live far away come anyhow, one
may be obligated to tell them that they should not have come.”

If the minyan is being arranged by someone else, one has no choice in
the matter. One would have to speak to each participant individually and
try to persuade him not to come on Shabbos by car.? Presumably, this
advice would apply to the case of the children’s service in a shul as well.

It should be noted that on a weekday it is also not permissible to
invite someone for Shabbos who will inevitably drive.

In yet another responsum, Rav Moshe Feinstein only allowed a
teacher to teach students who would be driven to the Shabbos program
if it was the source of his livelihood.?

PR DO I 18D 8ON DD W Nhw wnb o 20

(D3 PO N PO DT AN AR MMN Y 21
Da1Eb 27 N7 D3P MY S5DNR DNIMD D00 DI PR DD YT OND NN T ba nrN oNy
IPDI DT A PR 93500 BYPWRNDI DPINT 03 INDW 1T DN

(108 D N PO OYM AMN) WD MBS A 22
a3k P

(OW) mwn MmN Y 23

(M PO N PO DN AMN) DMV 24
WA A5 WP PRI T 1t D ONTIAY [MAnD 1A PN SN v inbab 1awa pin N 980 a7 Smnws 1 N]
e RO S 0 B0 DIAND DY IN 5393 W Tira D7 TN 0 oY 937> men
TP IOW (M8 D N POM, AN 1) 1950 IN 2975 PowID M 2971 8 1
Y5 POV N PR N S5 172 T ONY N
113w 591 5w vnn Sy TR 1aTw A
5372 11035 57125 X125 DN PI0wH 5 Niow T T2 DD Dy T .
A S0 DR M OOm

((NY D T PO DO AMN) AWR MR 25
OO DN DIN B PAIIAD W ONTL.LOWA DAY MW APRD 300 AN DT I8 Tebnw D8 oy
ORI NI PV DIN, DN TEDW 1 W IO ITAM DRI 10T 1N D My 355w 1om WHON I
3007 YD TSI P NI D MDY N33 77T 3 AT AW MODIND NIPNY 7AYo Ivnn 13T



Invitations for Shabbos 209

These responsa of Rav Feinstein seem to disqualify the possibility
of inviting someone who will drive to one’s home for a Shabbos meal.
Rav Feinstein does not deal with whether inviting the guest to stay
over (when one is fairly certain that they will not do so) would make
such invitations permissible, but his son, Rav Dovid Feinstein, un-
derstands that it would not be permissible to invite even under such
circumstances.?

Similarly, both Rav Shmuel Wosner and Rav Yosef Ber Soloveitchik
prohibited extending such Shabbos invitations.?” In a second respon-
sum, he reluctantly allowed sending invitations for a Shabbos affair to
guests who would drive, if the invitation stated that it is forbidden to
drive on Shabbos. He added, though, that sending this kind of invita-
tion may involve an element of chillul Hashem.?® As with the case of the

responsa of Rav Feinstein, Rav Wosner makes no mention that these
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invitations are for the purpose of kiruv. In his second more lenient rul-
ing, he is clearly dealing with a situation of an invitation to a simchah.
In the next section, we bring opinions that permit extending Shabbos
invitations for kiruv purposes. However, even those views would be
stringent regarding extending invitations to a simchah on Shabbos.?

Thus far, we have seen that Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Shmuel
Wosner forbid inviting guests for Shabbos who will drive. While it is not
yet clear whether these poskim would rule likewise when the invitation
is for kiruv purposes, the position of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv is very
clear. Rav Elyashiv rules unequivocally that kiruv motivations do not
justify inviting one who will drive on Shabbos.*® This approach has been
echoed by other rabbanim as well.**

However, Rav Chaim Mintz heard directly from Rav Moshe
Feinstein that really one could invite a Jew for kiruv purposes (e.g.,
for a Shabbos meal), even if he would violate Shabbos in order to get
there.® However, Rav Feinstein contended that although one may
rely on this when the Shabbos desecration was discreet (e.g., carrying
something in his pocket), it is not justified to invite in a way that it
would cause overt Shabbos desecration (like driving)**—even though
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he maintained that this, too, was fundamentally permitted for the
sake of kiruv.

Some insight into his logic, however, may be gleaned from the fact
that he did give an out-of-town rabbi a halachic dispensation to invite
people for Shabbos, even where this would lead to driving on Shabbos.
Perhaps the effect in such a town, where almost the entire Jewish popu-
lation does not observe Shabbos, was not the same as the effect in a city
with a higher proportion of Shabbos observant people, where it would
be more shocking (and hence more damaging) for someone to drive up
to a Shabbos-observant home for a Shabbos meal. Or perhaps, his view
of a city with a higher proportion of Shabbos-observant Jews is similar
to that of Rav Sternbuch’s (see the next section)—who is lenient on
invitations—but still requires that the Shabbos desecrator not park his
car in front of the host’s house for reasons of chillul Hashem.**

Explaining these and other similar rulings,® Rav Mintz concluded
that Rav Moshe Feinstein held that there is no lifnei iver when it comes
to outreach. Possibly, Rav Feinstein agrees with Rav Sternbuch that
since the whole reason one is inviting is to encourage the guest to keep
Shabbos, the invitation is not considered lifnei iver.

What emerges is that there are two seemingly contradictory rulings
from Rav Moshe Feinstein. On the one hand, he told Rav Chaim Mintz
that essentially such invitations are permissible, if not for the issue of
blatant Shabbos desecration; and possibly permitted outright in an out-
of-town situation. On the other hand, he rules much more stringently
in his written responsa, i.e., in one instance, labeling the inviter a meisis.

A number of rabbinical authorities have suggested that Rav
Feinstein’s written ruling was not discussing a serious kiruv situation,

and hence Rav Feinstein was stringent there.*® The question was asked
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212 The Laws of Outreach

in 1956 (well prior to the baul teshuvah movement), and the circum-
stances suggest that the idea was to provide the children with a Shabbos
prayer experience, and the prizes were incentives to simply attract
children to such a prayer experience, rather than to actively draw the
children to a life of Torah observance, by using the prayer experience as
a springboard.

In those days, the Shabbos violators belonging to Orthodox shuls
were people who knew better. Often, they were those who worked on
Shabbos because it was very difficult to find a job otherwise. A lot were
slipping out of Orthodoxy. The early minyan on Shabbos was intended
for people who went to work afterwards. Hence, Rav Feinstein was very
stringent against encouraging any activity that would lead to further
Shabbos desecration among such families and in such communities.

The common denominator in both the oral and written rulings of
Rav Feinstein is that where public desecration is involved (like driving),
in practice, it is prohibited to extend such an invitation within a Torah
community. But there are additional important differences between the
disparate rulings of Rav Feinstein.

Besides the distinction between the two cases of whether we are deal-
ing with a kiruv situation or not, there is a second distinction between
them. Rav Feinstein’s ruling in his responsum?®” was concerning offer-
ing prizes for attendance.®® (In fact, given that the participants were
children, the organizer’s request/invitation would have been perceived
by these children as more authoritative—an exhortation to break the
Shabbos,* presumably facilitated by their parents’ driving.)

Even if the children are still minors, such invitations are still pro-
hibited, for one is obligated in the Torah education of such children,
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and such invitations are sending a message that it is more important
to come to youth services than to keep Shabbos.** This message is
simply not true. It is an inversion of values, because keeping Shabbos
is more important than praying.** Unlike an invitation for a Shabbos
meal, where one is trying to encourage the guest to keep Shabbos, the
invitation to the youth services sends the message that one can break
Shabbos if the reason is to come to shul. This is indeed harmfully mis-
leading them, as Rav Feinstein writes.

It is possible that inviting for a Shabbos meal would evoke a dif-
ferent halachic conclusion from Rav Feinstein. Since one is sending
a message that one wants the guest to ultimately keep Shabbos (and
one’s intention is not to misguide the guest into doing more sins),
Rav Feinstein would, according to Rav Mintz, permit an invitation
to someone who would be carrying an iPhone in his pocket (to use a
contemporary example), because this was not done conspicuously. In
principle, one could extend an invitation even where this would lead to
flagrant Shabbos desecration—such as driving—if it were for outreach
purposes.*? However, it is clear that Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv does not
make such a distinction and forbids inviting to Shabbos meals as well.**

What emerges is that the position of Rav Feinstein contains ele-
ments of both leniency and stringency in the parameters of lifnei iver.
On the one hand, there is no lifnei iver if the purpose of the invitation
is for outreach. On the other hand, where the purpose is not kiruv, Rav
Feinstein maintains that one transgresses lifnei iver, not only when one
provides the sinner with the means to transgress, but also when one
provides him with the conditions to transgress—i.e., encouragement
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214 The Laws of Outreach

being one way to do that. This is so even if he could just as easily have
sinned by himself.** The Torah does not want a sin to be done through
us—period.*

This notion is in and of itself remarkable, as the Gemara states
clearly that one does not transgress the biblically mandated violation
of lifnei iver in the case where the violator could sin without abetment
(although it may be a violation of a rabbinic injunction). It is not
surprising, therefore, that not everyone agrees with this definition
of lifnei iver.*® For example, some contemporary poskim permit such
invitations because they maintain that the guest will be sinning
less while sitting in your home than otherwise. (We will discuss this
further below.) In addition, Rav Feinstein apparently maintains that
lifnei iver may be transgressed even by a verbal command (e.g., when

you invite someone for Shabbos who is going to drive, even though
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you are not giving him the car to transgress with), which again is not
an uncontested position.*’

Previously, we quoted a responsum of Rav Moshe Feinstein that even
forbade inviting one who is close enough to walk if he is likely to drive.
Some poskim argue that if the guest lives close enough to walk, it is
permitted to invite him since his opting to drive was not part of the
invitation. Only in a situation that the guest lives too far to walk is an
invitation to come tantamount to an invitation to drive. However, if
the guest lives close enough to walk and opts to drive, it was his choice
to do so. This was the position of Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv*® and Rav
Yaakov Weinberg.* This applies only if there is no concern that he will
travel beyond the techum and that he is not limited to driving by inclem-
ent weather or young children who cannot walk.>

There is another consideration here.

Rav Feinstein was talking about someone coming to shul on Shabbos
morning, and might not have applied the term meisis to one who issues a
Friday night invitation. An invitation for Shabbos morning is more prob-
lematic because the guest has to drive to get there® and will therefore be
traveling both ways.> But on Friday night, his departure after dinner is
not because of your invitation directly, nor desired by you, but is his own
decision how to get home. This may be similar to giving a person food to
eat, where, for many poskim, the main concern is whether he is going to
recite a blessing prior to eating, not afterward.>® (This may be comparable
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to a situation where a non-observant guest is willing to stay over the entire
Shabbos, but only on condition that he first call his mother [on Shabbos]
on the telephone to inform her of his plans.) This invitation is permitted by
even those authorities who forbid inviting someone who will drive to the
host’s house. The rationale to permit it is that the Shabbos desecration that
is occurring is not a fulfillment of the invitation.> On Friday night, there
is also a possibility that he will be so inspired he might sleep over. We will

deal with the requirement of providing an invitation to sleep over below.

C. THE LENIENT VIEW

Many poskim disagree with the written ruling of Rav Moshe Feinstein and
allow one to invite guests for Shabbos meals or for Shabbos prayer services
if it is for kiruv purposes and subject to certain other conditions. In fact, we
have seen that this may well be Rav Moshe Feinstein’s position as well.

Rav Moshe Sternbuch allows extending Shabbos invitations to those
who will drive—where there is no alternative.® The prohibition of lifnei
iver, he writes, only applies when the host does not intend his invitation
to be for the good of the invitee. However, here, the guest’s Shabbos des-
ecration is a source of pain to his host, the kiruv professional,®® and it is
just what the host is trying to correct.”” There are those who say that the
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host has to have a background as a successful kiruv professional, or at least
knows that his Shabbos table is effective as a part of the kiruv process.*®
Rav Sternbuch explains that lifnei iver prohibits us from giving bad
advice, but a Shabbos invitation to introduce someone to mitzvos is the
very opposite of bad advice.* This is similar to a doctor who operates
on a patient.®® He is not considered as having broken the Torah prohi-
bition of striking someone, because his purpose is to heal.* (It should
be added that in the context of this responsum, it was reported that
the invitee was gradually embracing Torah and mitzvos.)® Rav Yitzchak
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218 The Laws of Outreach

Berkovits adds that it is definitely Hashem’s will that the person being
invited returns to a state of teshuvah, and Hashem is very happy that he
is taking the steps toward this. It cannot then be that what the Creator
wants is a sin for us to facilitate.®®

Coming from a slightly different angle, the Sridei Aish asserts that
there is no prohibition of lifnei iver where the intention of the facilitator
is to do a mitzvah—even if this mitzvah is not intended for the direct
benefit of the person who is sinning. This is because the root of the
prohibition of lifnei iver is to forbid the strengthening of the hands of
sinners.% However, here he is doing the opposite—by doing a mitzvah,
he is doing Hashem’s will,®> which will hopefully arouse feelings of te-
shuvah in the heart of the sinner.*®® The S’ridei Aish clearly applies this to
instances where the mitzvah is an act of direct kiruv toward the sinner,
such as officiating at the wedding of a couple who will not observe the
laws of family purity, or in general making shidduchim for those who are
not likely to be mitzvah observant.®” Presumably, he would extend this to
Shabbos invitations as well.

Ordinarily, one may not actively help a person do a relatively
minor sin now to avoid a more substantial sin later.%® Based on this
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principle, some poskim maintain that one may not give directions to
a Jew driving a car on Shabbos, even if by withholding the directions,
the driver may get lost and increase his chillul Shabbos.® This is the
position of the Tzitz Eliezer and it follows the logic that in giving di-
rections, one is not educating the driver toward mitzvah observance
(and so, in addition, giving directions on Shabbos is tantamount to
giving him bad advice),” as would be the case with inviting him for
a Shabbos meal.”* However, numerous poskim follow the advice of
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, who states that if a Jewish motorist
asks for directions on Shabbos, he should be told, “Being that it is
forbidden to drive on Shabbos, I will provide you with directions in
order to minimize your route.””?
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In the chapter below, we will deal with a case where Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach allows one to give food to a person who will not recite
a blessing over the food if this will prevent him from transgressing the
more serious sin of Niwn 8> toward those who adhere to the Torah, as
well as from him being distanced from the Torah.” This is despite the
fact that in that case, Rav Auerbach is not discussing an active outreach
situation. However, in the case discussed by Rav Auerbach, there is a
choice between two immediate sins: a rabbinic injunction of eating
without making a berachah versus a much more substantial wrongdo-
ing.” Hence, providing him with food is not considered misguiding him
but rather the removal of a more serious offense by actively putting a
lesser aveirah in its place.”

In one respect, the novelty of Rav Sternbuch’s approach is even more
remarkable than that of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, for it takes into
account one’s desire to see long-term goals of observance even if in the

short term one is actually causing a Jew to transgress. It is a significant
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chiddush to determine what qualifies as lifnei iver according to one’s
intentions for the long-term results.”

Rav Berkovits has a unique approach to allowing invitations for
Shabbos to someone who will drive. Although we have a principle of
T73M Iovw T N DTN DN TN, i.e., that I cannot do a smaller sin to
save someone else from a bigger sin,”” nevertheless, we do say Nvn
omw 79, that we tell the person himself to do a smaller sin if this is
the only way of saving him from a bigger sin.”® The bigger sin here,
says Rav Berkovits, is that the person is not going to keep mitzvos
for the rest of his life. His only way of getting close to Yiddishkeit
is—-certainly at some stage—to come for Shabbos, and he will not
do this unless he can drive. The singular act of driving, in this case,
is permissible for this person, for here the principle of Xvr 1> DN
applies. If so, then the inviter cannot be transgressing My 195.7

A number of authorities permit inviting Shabbos guests who will
drive if the host tells the guests that he prefers for them to stay over in
the accommodations that are ready for them. However, this may only
be true if the accommodations are comfortable enough to be attractive
to the guest.®® Seemingly, it is sufficient to say this even if it is unlikely
that the guests will be willing to spend the night. This is the position
of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach,®’ Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky,® Rav
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Yaakov Weinberg,®® Rav Asher Weiss,* Rav Dovid Cohen,* Rav Moshe
Shapiro,®® and Rav Herschel Schachter.®” According to Rav Schachter,
one should say something like, “Orthodox practice is that we do not
drive on Shabbos. Therefore, we would love for you to sleep over and
spend the entire Shabbos with us; if that is not possible, please join
us for a meal.”® Rav Dovid Cohen suggests that one should invite by
saying, “Come for Shabbos. I can put you up for Shabbos,” because itis a
chillul Hashem to say (or imply), “Be mechalel Shabbos to come to me for
a Shabbos meal.” Once the person answers, “I can’t come for the whole
Shabbos,” then you can say, “You are always welcome.”

Rav Henoch Leibowitz agreed with this logic of making an offer
for accommodations, but said that one has to be eighty percent sure
that the guest will accept the invitation.®® By contrast, Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach allowed one to invite people for the first day of Yom
Tov, even if there was only a small chance that they would stay for the
second day.” He stated that when inviting a person for Shabbos for
the first time, one need not say anything to a person who is far from
Judaism, as they would not relate, at that stage, to any tochachah.
However, when they would get a little closer to Judaism, one should
encourage them to come on foot or to provide them with sleeping
accommodations.”
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Nevertheless, it would seem that this offer should not be made in
a perfunctory manner, and perhaps one should actually say to the in-
vitee that according to Jewish law, it is prohibited for him to drive on
Shabbos. This offer is not merely a technical ritual, but is of practical
benefit, since the driver will sometimes be responsive to this request.

The reason for requiring this offer of a place to stay over Shabbos may
be because it turns the situation from being a definite violation of lifnei
iver to a questionable one. As long as there is some possibility that he
will accept the offer to sleep over, there is no prohibition, even of the
rabbinic injunction of abetting sin.”

However, this does not appear to be the rationale of Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach when he maintains that even if the guest turns down
the offer and the host then knows with certainty that the guest will
drive, the host does not have to disinvite the guest.”® An additional rea-
son for leniency considered by several poskim is the fact that by eating
a Shabbos meal around your table, the guest at least will not be des-
ecrating the Shabbos while in the host’s home.** Moreover, he will be
eating kosher food. He would almost certainly be engaging in far more
transgressions if he would not accept the invitation.” Today’s secular
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Jew is continuously on his iPhone (when he is not driving) or engaging
other electronic devices. In other words, he is likely breaking Shabbos
most of his waking hours, and one is saving him from all of this through
an invitation, even if the specific act of driving to the Shabbos meal is
being aided by the host.%

Rav Sternbuch adds that applying the lenient position requires that

one’s kiruv efforts should be to continuously educate Jews on the beauty

and sweetness of keeping Shabbos and the seriousness of breaking it.*’

There is a question of whether such an invitation to a person who in

any case would be driving and desecrating Shabbos constitutes causing

(Y 1D N POM YT ) W MUN N

MY 1R A IR D ODINT AN T R NOWD ONTY NAT MOND PN DN 15 03T 1IN 1802 AN
W DOINA AN DD POWDY 93 FATINY N2 DPONDT MWD P DR D3N AN 0NN D3N nnn
TP AR 199117923 797 WD 893 Daw 015D D3PI DIYPOD KD NI TIPIT W AT MIMON MOONDT 73y oynn
TOND PN DTIAN

IN1D 2572 1035 1137 W1 XD ONW W MMNT P2 087 8D N2wa 35793 183w 1D e s manna opn hom
0P IR PN w0 o

(MO 1D 3 P5M) WN A 1Y

NNW WITID N T NITNTIY T OM P 2N AR M3 P DD AR TR NS P e Dipn wow ANy
T NITT N2 TN NINONTD DT WD AN NI LN DD YON 7 10 0N wab o oms owon
IR IN 20 SON DNTINDD 1N 0Dy oN b

MOMWA 17 0w °D 5y AN DO HW T IR 2N TONT 228 DN 397 5w (¢ 1I9D) T80T 3 17 1% RI20 3N 1A
(1805 v ow Sw X207 D Son , maw Sorm oy

DI 23905 MW RPOW M 37 1YY 19

PN SW I VT YON I OND MBI I IDIND) TN IDIND 1AW MM NIPW MNTIZ TID WON N 00 Dy AN
1w 55m DrEn oW IR w SN [PNIN 3R 397 7730] DD T N A Nw R NN maw nmweb
i S i ova

SIPLDAIND DY 1./1)' NPT, 598, INIDW DY 1./1)' NI DM WN 2T YD 1
YOI DY MONT N WY IN MONT YOI AN PIAYTS PO N 13INT DNW TON 33107 T 2307 1IN DT 07N
TIPITD NOT T MIN MR 1D 3 PO PR IMN0T AN N2 MY 305 5552 9910 1] 9T 172y TR NP T O, N
TR T DNDT T NON DI 9310 YO P MO 10 I8 TTY0% YOU AW 1w NpNTINDT (8" BT penTR)
[-12Na 2 o o o o naw n

T IMIN P 7T DY IN] 3T NI T390 N, IO PN 10 3w 100 5P 0oy T MTsaaeNT 96
TIN 9P IR ATYD T SPW 3T 03P 785 w2 0.0 WIIN MSHW W IPN THOT S0 [N 1018 NI IN
203 P BY oD D13 DRI 2P FIOND WRY 1 DN MINWH w1 . mTS naw Homon

(o) MmNty 97
DNY AN TI5 72 PNT, 3005 DMN T AW AP AnThY M 02w 90 wn Ton oms T
KAt
TR 10 DA YIWH—S1T 00T RS TN T —INT WYL TTR—TNAM  JAW N3 AMNTY 9377 D3 0 Sy AN
[erroam Sy 1ath



Invitations for Shabbos 225

him to be adding to the Shabbos desecration (marbeh b’issur) in which
he is already engaged.”® Rav Sternbuch maintains that if the guest does
violate the Shabbos to come for a meal or a prayer service, the host has
not caused him to transgress. Rather, the transgressor has brought the
sin upon himself, since he has chosen of his own accord to drive, not as
a result of the invitation.”

This is especially so, since the car is not considered an item whose in-
trinsic role is to be used for something prohibited (see chapter VI, section
G). Moreover, the transgressor is capable of driving without another’s
help, making this a rabbinic injunction of lifnei iver and not a biblical
transgression. In addition, the fact that the invitation, which may well
lead to driving, is in advance of the actual driving,'® i.e., it is dissimilar
to the Gemara’s case of giving wine to a nazir who immediately drinks it.'**
(See chapter VI, section H.) Although not all authorities agree with these
grounds for leniency,'> Rav Asher Weiss does use this reasoning as an
additional argument to permit such Shabbos invitations.'®

Rav Sternbuch adds the caveat that the guest should be requested
not to park his car in front of the host’s home, as this is a desecration of

Hashem’s name.'* Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, however, contended
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226 The Laws of Outreach

that today everyone knows about the existence of kiruv rechokim and
that the people coming may be completely ignorant of the laws of
Shabbos, and hence there is no chillul Hashem.**

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach only permitted outreach professionals
to extend such Shabbos invitations, as he was concerned that if the prac-
tice became normative and widespread, it may be creating a new way of
life.1% It cannot become policy.’”” Therefore, Rav Moshe Shapiro instructs
the kiruv professional to consult with a posek regarding each potential
invitation on a case-by-case basis. Certainly, a community should never
put out a directive that in their community they invite people who drive.

For this reason, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach stated that a shul
may not have a parking lot open on Shabbos.’® Otherwise, we would
in practice be creating a new form of Judaism, even if we still expressed
fealty, in theory, to the Torah.'® For the same reason, Rav Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach was opposed to invitations to a large Shabbaton with-
out offering sleeping arrangements. The assumption was that many of
those coming to such a Shabbaton would only be coming that one time,
creating a huge chillul Shabbos without a proven kiruv benefit.''° Rav

Asher Weiss, however, permits public invitations for Shabbos.!**
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Rav Yitzchak Berkovits proscribes this halachah further. He states
that one cannot invite people for Shabbos right at the outset of the
kiruv process. One must first engage the person in Torah and only at
the point where one feels that he is unlikely to progress any more in this
way, and that the Shabbos experience has now become essential as the
next step in his growth, may he invite him."?

Rav Yaakov Weinberg contended that only direct invitations are
forbidden and that it would be permissible to post a public notice in-
forming people of a Shabbos program, even though there will certainly
be those who will drive to the Shabbaton.™ In any case, if an individual
asks if he should come to a meaningful Shabbos program if the only way
that he can come is if he drives, he may be encouraged to attend.™*

D. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the majority of poskim allow invitations for Shabbos
meals to those who will drive, while a minority prohibit it."* It is
preferable to invite a guest for Friday night, where one can arrange for
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228 The Laws of Outreach

him to arrive before Shabbos begins (and he would only drive home)
than to invite him for Shabbos morning.'*® If one does invite a guest for
Shabbos morning, one should do one’s utmost to arrange things so that
the guest will drive back only after Shabbos is over.

Most of those rabbinical authorities permitting such invitations re-
quire an invitation for Friday night to include an invitation to sleep over.
Again, one should also try to get the guest to arrive before Shabbos starts,
even if the guest does not intend to go to shul with his host. One may
also invite a guest for a day meal, though this is less preferable than an
invitation for the night. But if an invitation is extended for the day meal,
the host should encourage the guest to stay until the end of Shabbos.

In any case of Shabbos desecration, the driver should be asked not
to park in front of the host’s house. And, it is necessary for the host to
convey the message that he is opposed to Shabbos desecration.

At all times one should remember that even those who rule leniently
in these matters recognize the gravity of the situation, and anything
that can be done to reduce the Shabbos desecration should be done.
Ordering a guest a prepaid taxi may also minimize Shabbos desecration
to only transgressions of rabbinically mandated laws.'!” Similarly, it is

preferable if the guest takes public transportation instead of driving.'®
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