CHAPTER VIII

KIRUV- TRROUGR FOOD

A.INTRODUCTION

t is prohibited to derive pleasure from this world without reciting
a berachah.* Even a Jew who is not observant is required to recite
berachos over food.? In fact, there are a number of anecdotes about
the Vilna Gaon in which he encountered heretics and warned them
that they would be held accountable for every berachah that they failed
to recite.? This seems surprising, because the berachos of a heretic are
meaningless.* (This is even true if his heretical views are the result of
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230 The Laws of Outreach

his deficient education.)* Seemingly, it is pointless to encourage a non-
believer to recite a berachah.® However, a heretic should be encouraged
to recite berachos over food in case he recants from his heretical convic-
tions at that moment.” If the recital of berachos is a step in his growth
process, there is certainly great value in encouraging a heretic to do
so—even if there is no inherent value in the berachah of a nonbeliever.

This is one side of the coin, feeding a non-observant Jew in your
home. What about eating in the homes of one’s “mekarevees™? We will
not be going into this question in depth. As a maskanah, Rav Dovid
Cohen paskens that if someone is shomer Torah u'mitzvos, then you can
eat by them. But, if they are not keeping kashrus in some areas, you

should not eat there, period.®

B. TO WHOM MAY FOOD BE GIVEN: THE FUNDAMENTALS

It is forbidden to give food to someone who will not recite a berachah
over it.? Similarly, it is prohibited to provide bread to someone who will

not wash netilas yadayim before eating.'® Giving food in these situations
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Kiruv through Food 231

constitutes a violation of lifnei iver'* even though the obligation to make
a berachah is only rabbinic.'?

It is noteworthy that in this regard there appears to be no concern
that the recipient will not recite a berachah acharonah on the food.
This may be because after he has already consumed the food, his fail-
ure to fulfill his obligations is no longer associated with the provider
of the food.*®

The source for this halachah lies in a sugya in Chullin where Rav Zeira
states that one may not put a morsel of bread into a Jewish waiter’s
mouth unless one knows that he has washed his hands.' Similarly,
Rabbeinu Yonah adds that one may not offer food to someone who will
not make a berachah prior to eating.”

Controversially, Rabbeinu Yonah qualifies this halachah by adding that
itis permitted to perform the mitzvah of giving charity by providing food
to the poor even though they will not recite a berachah.*® Rav Yosef Karo

rejects this qualification and forbids providing food to a pauper who has
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232 The Laws of Outreach

not washed his hands'” or will not make a berachah.'® The Rema, however,
embraces the approach of Rabbeinu Yonah and allows providing food to
the indigent as a fulfillment of the mitzvah of giving charity."

There are three approaches among the Acharonim to explain
Rabbeinu Yonah’s leniency.

The Bach explains that even when we are certain that a pauper will
not make a berachah, the mitzvah of giving charity overrides the lifnei
iver ban.?

However, the Magen Avraham and the Taz seem to understand that
Rabbeinu Yonah is only referring to a situation where there is a doubt
if the recipient will recite a berachah. The mitzvah of giving tzedakah
would not be overridden by a mere possibility that a berachah will not
be said. However, in a case where it is certain that the poor person will
not recite a berachah, he should not be given food.*

The third understanding is that of the Pri Megadim, who seems to
merge the two earlier approaches. He distinguishes between a person
who refuses to say a berachah and someone who does not know how to
recite a berachah. The former may not be given food if it is certain that
he will not make a berachah, but the latter may be given food, even if he

definitely will not recite a berachah.”
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Kiruv through Food 233

In practice, the Aruch HaShulchan appears to follow the first approach,
as he does not distinguish between why the recipient is not saying a be-
rachah.”® However, the Mishnah Berurah follows the conclusion of the Pri
Megadim, that it is forbidden to provide food to anyone who will certainly
not say a berachah out of defiance. However, food may be given to one
who will definitely not make a berachah simply due to his ignorance.?* This

is because of the importance of the mitzvah of giving tzedakah.” Rav

Moshe Feinstein writes that the mitzvah of kiruv should not be different.?®

Consequently, when engaging in outreach, it is permissible to give food
to a person who does not know how to recite a berachah.

Rav Dovid Feinstein observes that even though it is not easy to un-
derstand all the logic behind the leniency, the common practice is to
be lenient whenever there is a serious need.”” Similarly, Rav Yitzchak
Berkovits points out that it is certainly unacceptable to run a multi-
hour seminar without offering the participants food and drink out of
concern that they will not make a berachah. Such participants would
not come back.?®
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234  The Laws of Outreach

Rav Dovid Feinstein suggests that in such situations, the host make
a berachah on behalf of the guests. However, he points out that some-
times this might cause resentment on the part of one’s guests, in which
case one can serve them food without doing so.? During outreach
events, the participants usually embrace the experience and are happy
if someone stands at the wash basin and recites the berachah of netilas
yadayim with everyone, one-by-one, while the berachah on foods can be
covered as per Rav Dovid Feinstein’s suggestion.

It is recommended that the host should wash last and announce that
he will say the berachah aloud and that anyone who has not yet recited
the berachah should have intention to be included with the host’s bera-
chah.* (The assumption is that when the listener responds amen to the
host’s berachah, he has the intention to affirm the host’s gratitude to
Hashem.)%!

According to some poskim, asking someone to recite a berachah is
sufficient. If anyone chooses not to do so at that stage, his or her failure
to do so is not attributed to the provider of the food.*?
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Kiruv through Food 235

C. TO WHOM MAY FOOD BE GIVEN: GROUNDS FOR LENIENCY

There are additional arguments to allow us to give food to a Jew who

will not make a berachah under certain circumstances. None of these

arguments stands by itself to justify providing him with food but, col-

lectively they form a strong basis to do so.

1. Since the recipient can get food on his own, the situation is

considered “one side of the river”, i.e., he could sin without

any abetment. According to a minority opinion, this means

that providing him with the resources with which to sin is

permitted.®

It is noteworthy that there are ramifications to the specifics of

the situation. If the recipient would have to go to great effort to

organize his meal elsewhere, it is not considered that he could

easily sin without any abetment and it would be prohibited.

This is especially true if the recipient is old or frail >
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236 The Laws of Outreach

Rav Moshe Feinstein adds that even if the recipient could
acquire snacks from elsewhere, there is no justification for
offering him snacks when he will not recite a blessing. This is
because since a person is liable to snack frequently, whatever
is being offered now is not substituting for the snack that he is
liable to eat when he gets home or goes out. Therefore, what is
being offered now is considered significant, for by the time he
would go out and buy himself a snack, that would be an addi-
tional snack that is not a substitute for this one.*

Since the food itself is kosher, the recipient is not receiving
something that is inherently prohibited. Thus, it is the recipi-
ent’s personal obligation to make a berachah.*®

The host is simply putting the food in front of the guest, and
only afterwards does the guest pick it up and eat it.>” Rav Moshe

WO N 1PY P DN, NIT N2 T2 NI ANT TN D 0973 W05 ORI RPN NPT NPT Iy TN
NN NDD NI DD PYS YT PRI PN 95T NNDN NPN NI T2 N N, o owid vsb mwpw
LRAPOI AW NN By Mayhn pasrh 015015 2wy XD XA NG, My 9057

(MNP0 PP OON ATN) WD MBN Y 35
DIAN DYD NON N DO WRW AN ATYON DY P M W M LNTAY D WM ML TP AW o noNe
AN, DMBYD 7377 1ON PR PIING TR0 P PR DY T W KD DN a3 DN ND 180 DaNows ,oosa
a2 DINY IND DONW AN, TRON 19T 1N 2P WNWD

(TMNV DA UNTW MY 36
NN, FTIDN [N 08P TN D3N ,1572 Diva S mayd 07 DN NI DM AYmaw N A7 o SNa SaN”
Sy 305 10 A PR DY, NS 190N 355 7935 X937 NREPR DY Nt
(01D MO N PHM) MWD YR 2O DDw HOY 377 310 1
Uy 0% NN A PRI NTIIN NIV KON DI NON TN NI PRY”

N5 5N T NP3 D 1203 PSR 00 0w .(110R YD 0P 19°0) DINAN P, (MONT 1T LR D DA AMN) '3 37

.(10P 7PYD VDR D DV AN PPN SN P 191,90 TN DOINT 5P P no7an

92715 1 DN KON, 70 MRD N T 2 DN PN 11730 S R T 250 (7N B 10D 3 M) W T nMwa Han
21295 DAY P2 NI VAN PP AT (00P 1'D) DN DWNI D330 Mowod XD 1N AT 927 N TN
(10 D) R P AN

W D MONT AW DI MNP LW NPITT NN 173 WINIT MO AnD awrb wr onpT nvyh
DN DIN I 13277 190N 1IN 12 2w D2 03 MOONT 1D XD D120 DN 8D IN MONT D Nad msyn M1 o i
JTPAY Y T PP0D MONY PITTH NONORTI I 1D WY Now P 5P wrIond D1 MONT e nywa

:(Mp 120 2 £5M) MM manen nMw

LTI AN T2 WRY WY ORI WA NON, D2 190NNDD 1PN, 7131 8D IIPT KT AR I8 DOING Pamws 8o o
P51 P35 TS 035 52 SYW N D D3 1, PR N DD 0377 D NI ONTD wind 190OND WRWD 1PN
75w



Kiruv through Food 237

Feinstein agrees that if the host simply allows the other person
to help himself, then there is no prohibition.*

Maintaining an amicable relationship is an additional ground
for leniency.*

The fact that one is offering a Jew kosher food where otherwise
he would probably eat non-kosher food should also be taken into
account.” The Avnei Nezer even allows one to sell meat that did
not undergo shechitah to a non-observant Jew to save him from
buying pork, since eating pork is a more severe transgression.*
The intention of the person providing the food is not to mis-
guide the eater but, on the contrary, to save him from sin in the

long-term.*
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238 The Laws of Outreach

7. Usually those who do not recite berachos are in the category
of being almost faultless due their ignorance. Hence, it is not
prohibited to give them food.*?

8. Arguably, one is not in violation of lifnei iver if one gives food
to a person who is eating the whole day without making a
berachah.**

9. If the food will not be eaten in the presence of the provider, it is
always permitted to give it.*

10. Some poskim write that giving food to one who will not make a

berachah is never really forbidden. Rather, it is merely an act of

scrupulousness to refrain from doing so.*

11. Rav Mordechai Eliyahu had another approach to this entire

sugya. He suggested a technical solution that would evade the
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Kiruv through Food 239

problem of giving food to those who will not recite berachos

over it. He recommended that the host should mentally

stipulate that he wishes to relinquish his ownership of the

food and to consider it ownerless. Then, he may give it to a

non-observant guest.*’

12. If the guest does not believe in Hashem, there is no problem

giving him food since even if he does make a berachah, it is

meaningless.*®

D. TO WHOM MAY FOOD BE GIVEN: THE CONCLUSIONS

In situations in which the protocol is to serve food to a guest, failure

to do so reflects negatively on the host. Moreover, since the host is a

representative of Torah-observant Jewry, the guest may associate this

failure of hospitality with his Torah lifestyle.*

Based on such considerations, the Chazon Ish explained why we are

lenient with lifnei iver in the case where it is not certain that a trans-

gression will occur:
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240 The Laws of Outreach

It appears to me that this is the reason that Chazal were
lenient (to overlook seeming lifnei iver concerns), even in a
case where there are doubts in the matter. For if we were to be
stringent also in the case of doubts, that would, in and of itself,
be causing others to sin. If we will hold back from lending these
articles (to one who is not scrupulous about observing shemit-
tah), we will dry up the mutual kindness and harmonious and
peaceful relationships between them and us. We are obligated
to sustain them and to bestow good upon them. Certainly, we
must not increase hatred and friction between us and cause
sins of animosity and other prohibitions which are at least as
severe as the transgression from which we are trying to save
them... Therefore, Chazal carefully weighed to what degree to
penalize them [the Jews who are not so scrupulous about ob-
servance] and to what degree we should remove ourselves from
them in order that we should not cause more severe stumbling
blocks for them and for us. And they determined to prohibit
[providing them with resources to sin]...in a case of inevitable
transgressions and not in a case of possible transgressions. This
is a middle and straight path. *°

While noting that the Chazon Ish only permitted giving a guest
food when there was at least a possibility of his saying a berachah, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ruled that even in a situation where it is
obvious that a guest will definitely not recite a berachah, one should
not withhold food and drink where providing food and drink is the
expected protocol. The situation to which he was responding was that
of a donor to a yeshiva who would come to hate Torah adherents if not
served food as per the expectations of the occasion. He writes that it is
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Kiruv through Food 241

better to cause the donor to sin in a rabbinic injunction of not reciting
a berachah before eating than to induce him to sin in the severe matter
of hating Torah scholars. Therefore, Rav Auerbach maintained that
failure to offer food would push an unaffiliated person further away
from Yiddishkeit, because they will then have a negative view of Torah-
observant Jews. Furthermore, if he comes to hate religious Jews, he
will be committing an even greater sin than not making a berachah.
Worst of all, such behavior can be a desecration of Hashem’s name. We
are in fact causing the visitor to hate us by not offering him food, and
this is a more severe sin than not saying a berachah. In such a case, this
is not called lifnei iver.>

Rav Moshe Feinstein essentially agrees with Rav Auerbach’s ruling,
albeit with certain qualifications: If the situation is going to be a re-
curring one (such as a businessman giving his non-observant partner
lunch on a regular basis), then to remove any impression that Torah-
observant Jews are stingy, etc., one should feed him on the first oc-
casion but then tell him that he cannot feed him on an ongoing basis
because he (the recipient) is obligated to say a berachah prior to eating.*?

Rav Moshe Sternbuch also agrees with the ruling of Rav Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach (i.e., he allows one to give food to a Jew who will not make a bera-
chah), but he limits the license to provide food to a case where the recipient
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242  The Laws of Outreach

requested food. Since the host is not actively feeding the guest, but rather
putting the food down in front of him, the host’s intention is not to cause
the guest to stumble but rather to draw him closer to Torah.>®

In conclusion, there is no question that it is best to encourage Jews
to recite berachos before eating food, and to wash before eating bread.
Alternatively, it is ideal to eat with them and tell them that their obligation
can be discharged with the berachos that you say aloud on their behalf.>*
However, if this is not practical, there are many grounds to rely on to justify
providing food to those who will not recite a berachah—particularly for a
kiruv purpose.” There are situations in which offering food is not a social
obligation, yet would be appreciated. In such circumstances, the host could
put food on the table, while not placing it directly in front of the guest.

E. HEAD-COVERING FOR MEN

Some Jews are already at the stage where they might make berachos
before eating food but are still embarrassed to cover their heads. Of
course, if a man is likely to respond positively to a request that he cover
his head and make a berachah, then he should be politely asked to do so.

However, what if the bareheaded man knowingly refuses to cover
his head? Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv has ruled that it is forbidden to
encourage such a person to recite berachos. His rationale is that it is “ob-
vious” that it is denigrating to the berachos to say them in a bareheaded
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Kiruv through Food 243

state.’® The issue is not that it is inherently so bad to recite a berachah
without a head-covering. On the contrary, a berachah that was made
by a bareheaded man is valid b'dieved.”” Therefore, one should not en-
courage a person to make a berachah if he chooses to belittle a berachah
by defiantly refusing to cover his head. It would seem that—even ac-
cording to Rav Elyashiv—Jews who do not recognize the importance
of a head-covering and are not cognizant that they are belittling the
berachah should be guided to make berachos.

This is in accordance with the opinion of other poskim. Rav Wosner
writes that if it is going to be particularly awkward to request that the
one eating cover his head, then one does not have to make such a re-
quest.*® Similarly, Rav Asher Weiss rules that it is preferable to recite a
berachah while bareheaded than to eat without saying a berachah.®® If
possible, he should cover his head with his hand, since this suffices ac-
cording to some opinions, but it would be much better if he covered his
head with his sleeve or another item.®® The alternative is to discharge

their consumer’s obligation with our own berachos.®
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