CHAPTER X

TEACRING TORAR

A. TEACHING TORAH VS. TOCHACHAH

ost outreach professionals teach Torah as the central part of

their outreach efforts. The source for the mitzvah of teach-

ing Torah to the unaffiliated is not the same as that for other
aspects of kiruv, such as inviting them for Shabbos. Determining the
original source for these laws has practical ramifications. For exam-
ple, there is a principle in the laws of tochachah that people who will
not heed the message are better off remaining ignorant sinners than
knowing that they are sinning and doing so flagrantly." However, this
principle certainly does not apply to teaching Torah. Thus, we may
teach about Shabbos to a class of unaffiliated Jews even though we
know that the students are not going to walk out of the class and start
being Shabbos-observant.?

(3 YD AN P20 DA AMN) T w2 m5R5 poon (8" 5 ) 1302 1
DTN P SN DO YT S

11,10 NIPM) W HONDT AW 297 LD 2
27 2P0 NS AN YT D 2153 00 KD NN 772Y MAYD 23 ON NP D 7803 Py D0 1IN
£ 182 207w 1D AN TN PR PP DN PR PP 20N 1% DN N MO PR 2w T’ i oN ponn
TIN DY MR 02293 70 5% N3 ORI XD IN TP 93 N AT 1303 90w 590 mvay mywaw nnova
T3P Y 129 DN TP POY 5 N N N A 9 Sy iy 593 i i 1 8D e Mo
TOINY 191 3 03 191 71 RO AT IPON KDY 05T 1TAYT 1 NPT OW TSN NS YIwinn D3 AW 01 MMa morms
PINY MO 53737 S WP T 19 XD DN WY AW PYIND 13T 172170 N0 1008 N9 11 A
JTPONID TIPS [P TN AN TR Tb T 5y 3317 AN 1R PR MMA 1 Nono

263



264 The Laws of Outreach

Another illustration of this distinction can be seen in the case of a
recent ba'al teshuvah. We know that it is in his best interest not to take
on the observance of all the mitzvos at once. However, is it permissible
to advise him to abstain from practicing a mitzvah now in the interests
of ensuring that his long-term spiritual growth will be sustainable?
Although there are many facets to this issue, at least one opinion
contends that this clash of our obligation toward a person’s short-term
growth versus his long-term growth is a clash between our obligation
of tochachah and our duty to teach Torah. Tochachah aims for immediate
behavioral change, whereas Torah study aspires for longer-term growth.
Since there is a principle that Torah study ranks supreme among the
mitzvos, we favor the long-term growth over the unsustainable short-
term change.?® In chapter XIII, section I, we will address the issue of
whether one can fulfill the mitzvah of tochachah without producing any
behavioral change in the recipient. This issue certainly does not arise in
teaching Torah. Every word of Torah has intrinsic value* even if it is not

always obvious to us.
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Teaching Torah 265

B. TEACHING CHILDREN—TEACHING STUDENTS

The mitzvah of Torah study is unique amongst the mitzvos in that
there is a Torah-mandated obligation of teaching our children Torah.’
(There is a rabbinically-mandated obligation on parents to inculcate
their children with the other mitzvos.® [See endnote L.])

According to the Rambam, the mitzvah to study Torah involves both
studying and teaching Torah.” Other Rishonim separate this mitzvah
into two separate Torah commandments.? The Behag enumerates three
independent commandments: to study Torah, to teach it to one’s chil-
dren, and to teach it to other students.® (There is an additional require-
ment of arvus in teaching Torah to others.)™?

The precept to teach Torah is so fundamental that we declare it twice
a day in the Shema. In the first paragraph of Shema, we are commanded,
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266 The Laws of Outreach

03 n1am—that we should talk about the words of Torah. However, in
the second paragraph, the wording changes to 3375 £>2 nx onN DTN
o3—we should teach our children and our grandchildren to speak these
words.! In addition, we say in Shema: 7335 onnwi—that we have an
obligation to teach our students.™

Every morning, we ask Hashem to instill in our hearts the under-
standing to be able to teach Torah to others.™

In fact, teaching others is considered a greater mitzvah than studying
Torah.'* In the laws of Torah study, the Rambam dedicates the beginning
of the first chapter—not to the mitzvah to study Torah, but rather to
the obligation to teach it to others.”® Rav Shimon Shkop explains that
all the Torah that one amasses is only acquired as a custodianship, to
ensure that it be distributed to those who are worthy of it.*

In Pirkei Avos, we learn that one who studies in order to teach will
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Teaching Torah 267

merit to study and to teach.'” This is a higher motivation than just
studying for its own sake.™®

One who teaches Torah ensures the transmission of the Torah to
the next generation. By providing an essential link in the chain of
Torah transmission, he is, in fact, connecting that generation to all the
preceding generations back to Sinai, and it is as if he himself stood at
Sinai.” It is also considered as though he taught all future generations.?
He is also fulfilling the mitzvah of emulating Hashem, as we say in the
blessing on Torah, “[Hashem)] is the teacher of Torah to His nation.”*

One who teaches someone Torah is considered as if he begot that stu-
dent.” The Shelah emphasizes that this is not just an allegory. Rather,
just as the parents of this person brought him physically into the world,
so too, he who teaches him Torah is endowing him with spiritual life. It
is for this reason that the Torah refers to the progeny of Aharon as “the
children of Aharon and Moshe.” Apparently, they were considered the
progeny of Moshe as well. Since Moshe taught them Torah, it was as if
he had begot them.? (See endnote II.)
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268 The Laws of Outreach

Conversely, one who studies Torah and does not teach it is consid-
ered to have denigrated Hashem’s words? since he does not deem them
important enough to share with others.

Teaching one’s own children has priority over teaching others as the
Rambam writes:

If it is so [that our disciples are considered to be like our chil-
dren], why do we have a separate commandment to teach our
children and grandchildren? It is to convey that precedence
should be given to teaching children over teaching grandchil-
dren. Teaching grandchildren takes precedence over teaching
someone else’s child.?

We see this concept regarding Avraham Avinu who devoted his life
to reaching out to strangers. Yet, Hashem tells Avraham Avinu that
He will make Avraham’s progeny into a great nation and that they will

be particularly blessed because Avraham Avinu will educate his own
children.?
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Teaching Torah 269

C. THE COMMUNAL RESPONSIBILITY

Every father has an obligation to teach his son Torah or to hire some-
one to teach him.?” (Where the father cannot or will not do this, the
grandfather bears this obligation.)?® But what of a situation where there
is no family to take care of a child’s education, or the family is destitute,
or they are so alienated from Torah that they do not want to pay for
the child to be taught? For the sake of educating all children, the Sages
instituted a communal obligation to set up Torah institutions for the
education of the next generation. Every Jewish community is required
to establish institutions to teach Torah or risk the destruction of their
community.?’ Children may not stop studying—even to participate in
the rebuilding of the Temple.*

The Gemara in Bava Basra tells us how the Sages gradually increased
the scope of this school system to ensure that even those children
whose parents did not teach them Torah would still have the opportu-
nity to study.* Finally, during the Second Temple Era, the high priest,
Rav Yehoshua Ben Gamle, radically upgraded this system and decreed

that every city needed to employ its own teachers.
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270 The Laws of Outreach

The community had to undertake the responsibility for establishing
and financing those schools.*® Hence, we, too, have a communal obliga-
tion even toward those who are not formally our students.?* After the
destruction of the Second Temple, this system literally saved the Torah
from being forgotten by the Jewish People!*

D. TEACHING TORAH TO THE NON-AFFILIATED
The Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu tells us that there is no hunger like the hunger

for Torah.* It goes so far as to say that one should bring an ignoramus
into one’s house and begin by teaching him one verse or halachah every
day, for there is none as naked as one who is ignorant of Torah.*” (The
Vilna Gaon cites this passage of the Tanna D’Bei Eliyahu in his glosses to
the Shulchan Aruch.)®®

When a parent sends his child to a Torah school, he is merely ful-
filling his obligation by proxy as the school is serving as his agent. But
where the school takes in someone whose parents cannot or do not

want to pay tuition because they are not religious, they are doing so in
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Teaching Torah 271

fulfillment of the communal obligation to provide Torah for the entire
community.

But what of someone who does not want to study Torah because he
does not realize its value? We have to realize that the Torah belongs
to him just as it belongs to us. Every Jew with any Torah knowledge
has to understand that the knowledge of the Torah is not only his;
it is an inheritance for the entire Jewish People.*® Every Jew has a
right to all of the Torah, including the new insights into any part of
the Torah that any individual may have.*® We are therefore not simply
being generous when we teach Torah; we are giving over something
which truly belongs to the people that we are teaching.** We have to
find a way of giving our student the Torah that is his inheritance and
birthright.*? By doing so, we are giving him his lifeline to spirituality,

a spirituality that was always his.*
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272 The Laws of Outreach

E. SHOULD TEACHING THE UNAFFILIATED
TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER TEACHING OTHERS

The mitzvah of teaching Torah to others involves teaching every Jew

at his level and according to his needs.** There is a special obligation

toward teaching those who are most ignorant and therefore in greatest

need of being taught. For, in addition to the mitzvah of Torah study,

such teachers are engaged in spiritual lifesaving (a subject that we have

dealt with in chapter II).*°

Although it is forbidden to teach an unsuitable student, this restric-

tion would not apply to those who have been raised to be non-observan
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Teaching Torah 273

During a visit to the United States in 1939, Rav Elchanan Wasserman al-

ready foretold what every outreach professional today knows; that upon

hearing authentic Torah, our most secular brethren will thirst for more.*’

Similarly, the Chofetz Chaim wrote regarding concern for Jews who

are ignorant of the Jewish tradition:

A person should arouse his sensitivities toward these people
and have mercy upon them as he would were he to see an im-
poverished man stark naked. For with what will this [ignorant]
person cover his soul in the World to Come given that he is
naked of Torah and mitzvos?*

The Chofetz Chaim discerned that the level of ignorance of Torah was such

that there was a special emergency obligation to those ignorant of Torah:

Therefore, it is incumbent on everyone who has absorbed even

an iota of Torah knowledge to make efforts to teach what he is
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personably able to. Thus, if he knows Chumash, he should make
a study group and teach others; if he knows Mishnah, he should
form a Mishnah group and study with them, etc.*’

This is quite novel. The Rambam only wrote that a Torah scholar is
obligated to teach,”® but the Chofetz Chaim understood that the cir-
cumstances of the generation demanded a radical change in approach.
We were no longer dealing with just ignorant Jews, but with Jews who
were in danger of losing their Yiddishkeit altogether. Several times
throughout this work, we have quoted authorities who have used the
argument of 1 nMwy> ny as a halachic principle in a range of issues.*
The Chofetz Chaim’s perspective was the precursor of the emerging
consensus of the Torah leadership from the time of the Steipler onward,
that because of the post-Emancipation crisis that eventually led to our
current situation of staggering intermarriage, even while studying in
kollel, every kollel student should dedicate at least one night a week to
outreach. However, the logic of these later Torah leaders was different
from that of the Chofetz Chaim. As Rav Moshe Feinstein put it, since
yungerleit/avreichim are the only ones likely to be effective in kiruv, they
must interrupt their studies for it since it is a mitzvah that cannot be
done by anyone else. (Controversially, Rav Moshe Feinstein also intro-
duced the idea of tithing one’s time, i.e., that one should dedicate one

tenth of one’s Torah-study time to teaching Torah.)>?
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Rav Sholom Kamenetsky offers the following parable: An ancient
ship was discovered at the bottom of the ocean. Those chosen to
explore the ship would need a combination of diving skills and ex-
tensive knowledge of history and archeology. Those in charge could
hire divers and spend five years or more training them to become
archeologists. Alternatively, they could hire archeologists and spend
just a few months training them to become divers. Similarly, kiruv
requires a combination of Torah knowledge and a few kiruv skills. It
takes many years to amass a sufficient amount of Torah knowledge
but the kiruv skills can be learned in a short amount of time. The latter
is like diving. Therefore, it makes sense that b’nei Torah be trained in
kiruv, rather than have less knowledgeable people trying to catch up
on their Torah knowledge.>

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz would send the best of his students to en-
gage in kiruv;> a practice that was continued by Rav Yitzchak Ezrachi
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276 The Laws of Outreach

(as mashgiach of the Mirrer Yeshiva) as well.”® The Steipler Gaon,* Rav
Elazar Menachem Shach,*” Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv,*® and many oth-
ers instructed kollel students to devote at least one night each week to
go and teach Torah to the unaffiliated. In appendix I, I have cited some
of their proclamations in this matter.

There is evidence that the obligation of teaching ignorant, unaffili-
ated Jews is greater than the obligation of teaching others. The Gemara
contrasts teaching Torah to a friend’s son (who presumably has learned
Torah from his father) to teaching Torah to the son of an ignoramus
(who presumably has not learned Torah). Whereas the reward for the
former is to merit sitting in the Heavenly Yeshiva, Hashem annuls any
(evil) decree that He has made for the latter.”® The Rif deduces from
the Gemara that the former are rewarded only in the World to Come
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whereas the latter receive reward in this world as well,* meaning that it
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is preferable to teach the son of an ignoramus. The Ohr Zarua cites this

preference as practical halachah.®

Quoting this Gemara, Rav Asher Weiss®? points out that the Gemara

describes a dispute between Rabi Chanina and Rabi Chiya.

Said Rabi Chanina to Rabi Chiya:

“You dare to argue with me? If God forbid the Torah would
be forgotten from the Jewish nation, I could restore it with
my intense analysis.” Rabi Chiya responded by saying, “You
are arguing with me? I ensured that the Torah should not be
forgotten in Israel. What did I do? I went and sowed flax and
made nets [from the flax cords]. I [then] trapped deer, whose
flesh I gave to orphans and prepared scrolls [from their skins]
upon which I wrote the Five Books [of Moshe]. Then I went to
a town and taught the Five Books to five children, and the Six
Orders [of the Mishnah] to six children. I then commanded
them, “Until I return, teach each other the Chumash and the
Mishnah;” and thus I preserved the Torah from being forgotten

in Israel.” This is what Rebbi [meant when he] said, “How great

are the works of Chiya!”®
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278 The Laws of Outreach

Both Rabi Chiya and Rabi Chanina were great students of Rabi Yehuda
Hanasi. Rebbi implied that Rabi Chiya’s actions were greater than those
of Rabi Chanina. In the above-mentioned argument, why didn’t Rabi
Chiya respond to Rabi Chanina’s argument that theoretically he would
be able to restore the Torah were it to be forgotten with the case related
in Gemara Sukkah, where Rabi Chiya actually restored the Torah where
it was forgotten it (instead of bringing the case where he prevented it
from being forgotten to begin with).**

By way of explanation, Rav Weiss cites a Gemara in Kesubos that re-
peats the story of Rabi Chiya going from town to town to teach the chil-
dren. However, In Kesubos, the Gemara adds that Rabi Chiya “went to a
city where there were no teachers.”® Teaching Torah in places where
it was desperately needed is what made this incident greater than the
incident of restoring Torah when it had actually been forgotten.

F. PERSONAL TORAH STUDY VS. TEACHING STUDENTS

A contemporary Torah leader recently urged a student to move
out of town in order to engage in outreach. “The future of the
Jewish nation,” he explained, “is not Boro Park, Williamsburg,
Gateshead, or Yerushalayim; it’s the ba'alei teshuvah and con-
verts in the far-flung communities across the globe. If you stay
in the major centers of Yiddishkeit, your destiny is in doubt,
only by going out and hanging on to the coattails of the ba'alei
teshuvah and converts can you guarantee your survival.”

In another instance, a kollel student, who was considering relocating
to an out-of-town community kollel, posed the following question to
his Rosh Yeshiva. “It’s well-known that Rav Aharon Kotler guaranteed
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any kollel student who goes out to a community to teach Torah that his
children will not be harmed. However, when we see the degeneration of
today’s society and how the pull of the street adversely affects so many
children, from even the best homes, perhaps Rav Aharon’s assurance is
no longer relevant?” His Rosh Yeshiva, one of the most prominent Roshei
Yeshiva in the world, replied as follows. “Not only is Rav Aharon’s promise
still in force, but it’s quite the opposite! When so many children are falling

away from Yiddishkeit, only by moving out of town to teach can we avail

ourselves of Rav Aharon’s pledge and ensure our children’s future!”®

Many Torah-observant Jews feel that they simply do not have enough
time to devote to both their own studying and to teach or tutor others
as well. But, the truth is that by imparting our Torah wisdom to others
we are not losing out on our own studies.®’

The Sages make it clear that ultimately, a teacher will better retain
the Torah® he has learned, or that he will understand it in much greater
depth.®® He may even forget his Torah if he does not teach it, as in fact
happened to the great Rav Elazar ben Arach who mistakenly thought
that his students needed him more than he needed them.” The Sages
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280 The Laws of Outreach

knew how hard it would be for us to internalize this lesson. Therefore,
they repeatedly pointed out the enormous benefits of teaching others.”

We cited a Gemara above,”” which describes how Rabi Chiya hunted
deer to make parchments of Torah which he then distributed in town after
town where he taught children Torah. This must have been enormously
time-consuming and distracting from his own learning. Yet, the Gemara
continues that in the Heavenly Yeshiva, Rabi Chiya sat ahead of Rabi
Chanina,” because Rabi Chiya merited being greater than Rabi Chanina,
who was renowned for his intense Torah analysis.” This reward, said Rav
Gershon Edelstein, was commensurate with his actions, for since he was
providing the merit of Torah study for the masses, he merited more Divine
assistance in achieving otherwise unattainable results in his own learning.”

Teaching Torah constitutes spiritual charity.”® Rav Moshe Sternbuch”
quotes Rav Shimon Shkop as saying that spiritual charity metaphysically
enriches the giver just as monetary charity brings wealth to the donor.”
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Teaching Torah 281

Rav Sternbuch adds that he heard from many students who did not see

blessing in their own learning, despite their prayers and extensive efforts,

that they began to succeed once they decided to help weaker students.

G. BIRCAS HATORAH

Before teaching Torah to a non-observant man, it is not necessary

to request that he recite the berachos on the Torah.” (Of course, if he
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282 The Laws of Outreach

is a believer and he will not be offended by the request, he should be
encouraged to recite the berachos.) It is certainly not necessary to ask a
woman to recite the berachos on the Torah.®

Some authorities suggest beginning every Torah class by saying Bircas
HaTorah. 1deally, you should encourage the participants to recite the
berachos with you. Alternatively, you can say the berachos and ask the par-
ticipants to have intention to fulfill their obligation with your berachos.®*

When it not feasible to say the berachos on the Torah, such as when
an Israeli taxi driver requests that his passengers relate some Torah
thoughts, or when one relays a Torah idea in a meeting, etc., it is permis-
sible to do so even though the listeners have not said Bircas HaTorah.??

H. TEACHING TORAH TO NON-JEWS
Outreach professionals out in the field quickly learn that they will

ultimately interact with quite a few non-Jews who are interested in
studying Torah. In some cases, a non-Jew who is dating or “married” to
a Jew wants to finds out more about Judaism. In many cases, interest
comes from potential converts to Judaism. In other cases, outreach
programs and lectures are attended by non-Jews who erroneously
believe that they are Jews. Quite often, individuals whose fathers are

Jewish but mothers are not are the ones who are seeking to learn more.
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The Talmud forbids teaching Torah to non-Jews. This prohibition
may have great ramifications on outreach.

Although we do nothave an obligation to give tochachah tonon-Jews,*
nor do we apply the principle of arvus to non-Jews, some authorities
maintain that we are obligated to prevent non-Jews from transgressing

the Seven Noachide Laws.? (See endnote III.) Certainly, the prohibition

of lifnei iver applies to our relationship with non-Jews as well.®

This section develops the background and application to these issues.

1. The Prohibition on the Non-Jew
The first verse that a Jewish child learns is 2pp 5% moms mwin 15 g 7.8
The Gemara explains that the word 7w m has one of two meanings.
It can mean either that it is our inheritance—i.e., the Torah belongs to
the Jewish People—or it is our betrothal. The Gemara states that a non-
Jew who studies Torah is figuratively transgressing theft or adultery.?’
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(The practical distinction between the two approaches can be seen in

endnote IV.) When a non-Jew studies Torah, he is not rewarded even as

someone who performs a non-required mitzvah.®

There are many qualifications to the prohibition of a non-Jew study-

ing Torah:

1. A non-Jew is required to study the Torah that allows him to

observe the Seven Noachide Laws® and he is compared to

the high priest for doing so0,” for he is obligated to study the

Noachide mitzvos in order to fulfill them.®*

2. According to the Meiri, a non-Jew who is preparing for con-

version may study Torah.?” This was also the position of the
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Teaching Torah 285

Maharsha.*”® However, Rav Akiva Eiger forbids it.** Most poskim
follow the ruling of the Meiri and the Maharsha.® However, Rav
Yosef Elyashiv contends that we must be stringent to follow the
view of Rav Akiva Eiger except in two situations of extenuating

circumstances:

o Itis permitted to teach Torah to a non-Jew who is married
to a Jew and wishes to convert.?

o Likewise, it is permitted to teach Torah to non-Jews when en-
gaging in communal outreach endeavors with Jews where there
are non-Jews who mistakenly believe that they are Jewish.”’

3. According to some authorities, a non-Jew is only prohibited from

studying Torah if he is doing so with the intention of doing it as a

PN TIPS WM IND PR 51T 1150 DN 1IN PTI00 0R2 05553 [N 00 1T 0D DY AN D NI 821 0PIe:
I T O AN DN TE RN Mo s T3 NS NPT S INTRER BN 1w 55 pow NI Hwa AN e
(PO IMNTANS AT AW N PO N 93
NPT IND 121 70 557 2305 K3 TANPT N7 IS P81 101 0050 1N i D PRap PN NI R NSp ey
DNT FIWRAR PRI 1oy S0P NON T Y5 NP XD IIN03 MON T TR 00m 03 9 I KT RON
NAW 102 N3 D T 1D 200 M T DM5YT PR PAIN PIDI 1NN N T DTP NN TR INT D
Jamn Tedh o b
(NDTPDN PO WNNIPY I 94
LT AN TR TP T RDT NI 1PN RO MY 0P TobD MONT MeD® (15 NT20T NOTA MM 3P
10D NN D571 5y NWR NOW N DR D01 1) T Yiswin 5 305 N3 N DT b 1R NPT
INTINON DB DD IINT T MY TN TN TP D s XD ONBN DBw Dwd mT 0w mna by
PR M3 PRYN"EIMEN TN NTIN D99 92 5y ep T wn opn 11abh ToNT
(@ PPDAPOA YT AW) DMV 9

o

N2PY 27 I8 S5mn FINT NN M 0297 ROONT T, NI 200727 D NITT M 200 18P PN NPy 2
NIDIDI NTT ION NIPY 227 5 7nan a8 b Wi 8" 550 5y »5o i 129w 1 TR0 mH wi 8D N
SN0 93000 195w wNn NOw ot 52 55 by oNama Nan whow b ub N
(7D D N EHM) MYON PR A
N7 925,752 RSP, AP0 T AP IS 7730 15 T mwynd mo5ah nyT nrawb anw phi Son”
WAV DY MPMAD 00 00T Y DT DN LN MRS DN 1APR DY 0 PR3 PR 793 w0 00 D3 Y, PR
"9 INDD 90 HY5 95001 2190 B DR DIN...1219P By NI 11 055 onDa TnnR e Imm
(PP mAawn YR 9%
(DWW OWM) —TION APY 3R A 97
2T T TN TR ER DI5W QDY 297 10 WS Wt MR DT MDD MRy s P!
PR IR A PO 03 A0M MTPS 037975 Don v Tubn D998 DN I PO AT NS OV AP
033 MO0 MO 1T NI ANTED THAND 8 1S AN TS PIAL.LDTIT O 2 Myta DD D%
R T 03D TWHN STV TR A S DAYIMT OMTY N PR AP TR SMIND DR 00




286

The Laws of Outreach

mitzvah, thereby adding to his Seven Noachide Laws.* This trans-
gresses the prohibition against initiating new religious practices. In
addition, by so doing, the non-Jew is severing the special relationship
of the Jews to their Torah—he is fallaciously showing that the Torah
belongs to him as much as it does to the Jews, thereby undermining
the distinctions between Jew and non-Jew and the special covenant
that Hashem has with the Jewish People.” The Meiri adds that when
Jews see that he is knowledgeable in the Torah, they will come to
mistake him for a Jew and will even follow his leadership and listen
to what he has to say in the name of the Torah.'” However, if he
studies Torah out of his love of wisdom in general, or simply out of
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curiosity,' then it is permissible for him to study Torah.*?
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4. Although there are opinions that the prohibition of a non-Jew

studying Torah includes all aspects of the Torah,'® most of the

contemporary poskim limit the prohibition to certain aspects of

Torah.'® Many poskim say that a non-Jew may study Nach (but

not Chumash).’® Some authorities maintain that he may learn
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Chumash.'* According to these opinions, this is why Hashem

gave the Torah in seventy languages, which the Gemara states
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was an opportunity for the nations of the world to study Torah.**
(However, those who are stringent explain that this was a one-
time halachic dispensation so that the non-Jews would not be
able to say that had Hashem offered them the Torah they would
have accepted.)’® In fact, it was expected that the non-Jews,
having access to the Chumash, would one day take it as their
own and claim that they have replaced the Jewish nation as the
Chosen People. This is in contrast to the Oral Law, which the
non-Jew would not be able to steal, as we will explain below.

The Oral Torah guarantees the uniqueness of the Jewish
People because it is ultimately found in the minds and hearts
of the Jewish nation and nowhere else.'®® When the Greeks,
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290 The Laws of Outreach

Christians, and Moslems tried to claim our Torah, they were

only able to take the Written Law and not the Oral Law.™°

5. In any case, the Netziv and the S’ridei Eish assert that the pro-

hibition is only to teach a non-Jew as part of regular study ses-

sions. However, merely to explain to him a concept in Torah is

not prohibited at all. In fact, it may qualify as a sanctification of

Hashem’s name.'" For this reason, the main prohibition is on
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the study of the Oral Law, i.e., the rationale and the foundation

of the mitzvos.''?

6. Following this logic, some poskim allow a non-Jew to study the
laws, but not the halachic logic behind them'*® and without the

midrashim.™* (See endnote V.)
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2. The Prohibition to Teach Non-Jews Torah

The Gemara states that just as it is prohibited for a non-Jew to study
Torah, likewise it is prohibited for a Jew to teach him Torah. The Gemara
derives this prohibition from the verse (Tehillim 147:19-20):

52 oowpwn M 595 10wy 85 SN vuow vem,apyd 3T T
U LL0wT

The Tosafos in Chagigah tell us that this verse, as a source for the
prohibition of teaching Torah to a non-Jew, is only needed in excep-
tional situations. Ordinarily, it is already forbidden because of lifnei
iver, which applies to our relationship with non-Jews as well, since one
may not cause anon-Jew to transgress that which is prohibited to him."®
(See endnote VI.) However, in a case where there is no lifnei iver (at least
not a Torah prohibition), i.e., in a situation where the non-Jew could be
taught by another non-Jew or otherwise has reasonable access to Torah
knowledge, we need the aforementioned pasuk in Tehillim to tell us that
even then it is forbidden.

According to the Sridei Aish, with today’s plethora of Jewish books
in multiple languages and with many non-Jewish Biblical scholars,
we are usually talking about a situation where the non-Jew violates
this prohibition on his own.’ Similarly, according to Rav Moshe

YW 53N, 7NN D755 MONY N2 1951 0w 1y 08y Mo 12700 89 s 00 by wy orns Syaw wWap n'1a
N5 DIPiD Do DW 173 A NIPNTD PRDIA W A 10 D ANY 75D I [0 MO0 NN 1T s
DEI5% INTD PN DIDW BOMW ONT TN NON D" DTN ANY TNOT DT INY DIN 0w MDD NON [t 12000
JOND D927

(NP PAT N 115
o 52 0opwin M 55 19 1wy KD MR D23510 TAWH [T 13T PO PN DN 237 TN
5 AN (108 N KO S MONT DRy Y KDY 071595 150900 b5 T Sy MOND SN N 2 0D DY AN
15y 9w i 8O oo

AINYIRT) AN TTAY 116
oMo 100 8D MY 3091 1% 100 130335 01 19 928 D 1 5w DI DTN WY KW PID 1 037 TN

0 FIN NP WA ANTINN A3 0 A POM WROTIW A 117
W T M2 DB 00 W WA NI, TR MO0 1300w My 35b MoNT T, S v pim”
MEDIAT 3N M, MY 305 Dn A PN DRR NP3 Tdm 710 X1p Do Ay DY T 058 DT e
oD W WRT DB 1WA 30w 0 LNTT 720 0903 8P NPT, T 2305 IND PR NN NPNIT, PN 1T 0w meana
”,..DIPP2 D3 TD WDN) WA TN, DT M OnD T KoY



Teaching Torah 293

Sternbuch, since the advent of the printing press, the Gemara’s prohi-

bition to teach Torah to non-Jews does not apply at all.'*® According to

this approach, there is no rabbinic injunction of lifnei iver with respect

to our obligations toward a non-Jew. In fact, this is an issue subject to

considerable controversy.'?

The preceding rationale would apply to selling Torah works to non-

Jews. Even if we do contend that there is a rabbinic injunction of abet-

ting sin, we could still sell them if they contain information concerning

the Seven Noachide Laws. We may assume that the non-Jew is buying

the book in order to learn about these laws.'?
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However, not all authorities adopt such a lenient approach. The
Gemara in Bava Kama tells of the Roman ruler sending two people to
the Sages to learn the entire Torah. They did this three times.'** Tosafos
there say that this was an exception as it was a situation of danger to
life.’® The Yam Shel Shlomo understands from this that had it not been
a situation of danger to life, it would have been forbidden for the Sages
to teach the Romans Torah. He writes of the serious consequences that
arise when Jews teach non-Jews Torah.'?

How then do we explain the many instances in the Talmud that non-
Jews asked questions which were answered by the Sages? Possibly, such
situations are different in that once a non-Jew has displayed a distorted
understanding of the Torah, one should correct him.'** Alternatively,
once the question has been posed, there is a need to make a kiddush

Hashem with a proper answer.®
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Surprisingly, neither the Rambam, nor the Tur or the Shulchan Aruch
bring this halachah that a Jew is prohibited from teaching a non-Jew
Torah, even though the Rambam does bring the law that a non-Jew is
prohibited from studying Torah.'?® Many suggestions have been posed
to explain the Rambam’s omission. He may maintain that it is not pro-
hibited atall,’®” which is a position supported by one of his responsum.'*
Alternatively, the Rambam may maintain that it is forbidden to teach
a non-Jew Torah, but relied on what he wrote about a non-Jewish
slave,’” an unsuitable student,'® or the prohibition of a non-Jew to
study Torah.'*" He may maintain that it is a mitzvah to teach non-Jews
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296 The Laws of Outreach

the Seven Noachide Laws, and therefore the Rambam omitted this law
when discussing the Seven Noachide Laws since we have a mitzvah to
teach him these things.'®? This is why he relied on us to derive this law
from what he wrote about other people, like a non-Jewish slave.

Since the Rambam does bring the prohibition of a non-Jew studying
Torah'® (arguably a Torah prohibition),'** even if we say that he does
not maintain that there is an prohibition of oW 93,*° nevertheless he
should agree with Tosafos that there should be at least a prohibition of
lifnei iver for a Jew to teach a non-Jew Torah. (See endnote VII.) But,
there is no mention of this by the Rambam.

The S'ridei Eish suggests that, according to the Rambam, there is no
lifnei iver to teach a non-Jew Torah, even if the non-Jew himself is sin-
ning by studying. This is unlike giving wine to a nazir. For in the case of
a nazir, the wine itself is prohibited to him under all circumstances. But,
in the case of the Torah, it is not intrinsically forbidden for the non-Jew
to study Torah.'® It all depends on his intention and his circumstances,
as explained above. In addition, we have already mentioned that the
S’ridei Eish maintains that today, where non-Jews have access to the
Torah in their own languages, there is no longer a situation of *J3y *n
87777 Alternatively, if we say that the prohibition of a non-Jew to
study Torah is because it constitutes a form of theft, the Turei Even
writes there is no such prohibition on the non-Jew when a Jew teaches
him Torah because the Jew is giving the non-Jew the Torah (thus, the
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non-Jew is not stealing it)."*® Alternatively, the Rambam may maintain
and agree with an unusual sevara brought in the Sdei Chemed, which
is that in order to transgress lifnei iver, it has to be prohibited to both
the person sinning and the person causing the michshol. But in the case
of talmud Torah, a Jew is clearly instructed to study the Torah and it
is only prohibited on the non-Jew."** Presumably, the Shulchan Aruch
would follow one of these approaches as well.

The S’ridei Eish writes that whether or not one may teach a non-Jew
Torah very much depends on his intentions. He quotes the Meiri who
writes that it is permissible to teach Torah to a non-Jew if the non-Jew
is studying Torah, not as an end in and of itself, but in order to know
about Jewish practices. This is even more true if he genuinely wants
to know whether the Torah is a perfect body of wisdom to the degree
that he would convert if he finds this to be true.’® In addition, if the
non-Jew does not intend to do a mitzvah by his Torah study, he also
permits teaching him.'*

Rav Moshe Feinstein relates to the practical difficulty of knowing
the exact parameters of these laws of teaching a non-Jew Torah, given
the silence of the Rambam, the Shulchan Aruch, and so many others on
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298 The Laws of Outreach

this topic.’? Nevertheless, the poskim do address many contemporary
scenarios which affect an outreach professional’s work.

3. Teaching a Group Consisting of Both Jews and Non-Jews

There are differing opinions as to whether a Jew may teach a group
that consists of both Jews and non-Jews. Rav Moshe Feinstein writes
that it is permissible to teach Torah to a group of Jews even when a non-
Jew attends (even though the non-Jew himself will transgress the pro-
hibition of studying Torah).'*® It does not qualify as a violation of lifnei
iver because one does not need to refrain from doing something that is
permissible (and in this case a mitzvah) for oneself—i.e., teaching other
Jews Torah—where the other person is taking that permissible thing and

creating a prohibition for himself.’** The non-Jew does not have to sit

there or listen, therefore a Jew may deliver a Torah lecture there.'*

Both the S’ridei Eish and the Maharam Schick permit teaching Torah
to the child of a Jewish father and non-Jewish mother if they sent him
to a Jewish school.’® Accordingly, it is not considered theft in such a
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situation (and there is therefore no lifnei iver).**” If his father is not ob-
servant, one should not convert the student as a child.**® (His preferred

solution is to solicit a commitment from the father and the son that the

son will convert when he will halachically be an adult.)**

This is especially so where rejecting the non-Jew will cause resent-
ment (which is usually the case).”® Rav Asher Weiss stipulates that

the majority of those listening to the class should be Jews, so that

151

they represent the core group that he is teaching.’' The teacher’s in-

tention should be strictly to teach the Jews.** Perhaps there is more
reason to be stringent for school-age children, where teaching those
with Jewish fathers would reinforce their mistaken belief that they
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are Jewish.'”® Most non-Jewish children in a Jewish day school have
a Jewish father. In such cases, the opinion of Rav Asher Weiss is that
one can regard such a child as if he is in the process of conversion, and
therefore teach him Torah.**

Note: The aforementioned laws are only being brought in the context
of whether one may teach such non-Jewish schoolchildren Torah in a
Jewish school. Whether such students should be accepted to begin with,
and under what conditions they should be accepted or even encouraged
to convert is beyond of the scope of this work.

4. For the Sake of Conversion

One should teach Torah to a potential convert so that he will have a
good grasp of Judaism after conversion and not just the Torah he will
need to know right away.’®

The Maharsha derives this from the story of Hillel in the Gemara
in Shabbos. The Gemara brings three cases of non-Jews who came to
convert whom Shammai rejected and Hillel accepted. In the third case,
the non-Jew came to convert on condition that he would be appointed
a high priest. Hillel led him to understand that even Dovid HaMelech
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would die if he approached the Temple’s inner sanctuary, at which point
the non-Jew understood that he could never become the high priest.**

Hillel, writes the Maharsha, knew that the non-Jew would eventually

157

come to convert with sincerity.””” Thus, we can deduce that we may

teach a potential convert Torah.'*®

Rav Akiva Eiger challenges this Maharsha based on the Tosafos, who
writes that Hillel converted the non-Jew immediately, prior to his
acceptance of the fact that he could not be appointed as high priest.
For Hillel first established that he would come to serve Hashem whole-
heartedly, and only then he taught him Torah. Tosafos shun the more
obvious answer of the Maharsha, and instead say that Hillel converted
the non-Jew with the desire to become a high priest, relying on his
conversion becoming wholehearted at a later stage. Tosafos learn this
way, concludes Rav Eiger, because they are of the opinion that one may
not teach Torah to a non-Jew, even for the sake of conversion (except
for the bare minimum) and this is how Rav Akiva Eiger rules.’®®
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However, the majority of poskim agree with the Maharsha,**® that the

convert must commit himself to mitzvah observance. He cannot do so

fully if he does not know some of the details of mitzvos.'®! Practically,

this means that it is permissible to teach Tanach, practical mitzvos,

162

prayer, and the like,

well before the actual conversion (even though

he may not convert in the end).*®® This will ensure that the convert will
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be stronger in his Jewish faith and practice after the conversion, and
it will also allow us to discern how serious he is about the conversion
process.’®* In addition, if he is ignorant of the halachah, he is liable to be
a bad example to other Jews who might learn from him.'*> One should
teach the potential convert in depth about belief in Hashem, but one
should not teach seemingly burdensome details of the mitzvos in order
to avoid turning off a potentially genuine convert.'®® A potential con-
vert does not have to become an expert in the details of every mitzvah.'®’

In general, we rely on his sincere commitment to undertake whatever

mitzvos he does not yet know about as well.*%®

Rav Moshe Feinstein understands that even Rav Akiva Eiger would
agree that prior to the conversion, we have to teach the convert as much
as possible, including that which he/she may not have immediate use for,
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just as Naomi taught Rus even about the prohibition of techum Shabbos.
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(The case in which Rav Akiva Eiger forbade teaching the non-Jew Torah

was concerning someone who was living in a country whose laws prohib-

ited conversion and he would have had to travel abroad to convert

5. Seven Noachide Laws

‘)170

Not only is it permitted to teach a non-Jew the Seven Noachide Laws,

it is considered a mitzvah to do so.'” In addition, there are opinions
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that say that non-Jews are obligated to understand the laws of damag-
es.'” This is an extension of their obligation to have a system of justice
which, according to some, refers not only to a formal system of courts,
evidence, etc., but to a much broader concept of having an appropriate
legal system that regulates commerce, borrowing and lending, damages,
and fiscal regulation.'” Moreover, many sources indicate that non-Jews
are required to observe all of the commandments that are dictated by

human rationale.!™

6. Laws without Detailed Rationale
According to some opinions, one may teach Jewish law to a non-Jew
without disclosing the detailed rationale behind it.'”> Some say that the
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prohibition is limited to the mystical portions of Torah, but that may

also include midrashim.”®
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7. Tanach

According to those opinions that allow a non-Jew to study the Written
Torah, a Jew is allowed to teach it to them.'”” We mentioned above, in
the name of the Sridei Eish, that the intention of the non-Jew should
not be that he is fulfilling a mitzvah, but rather that he is studying out of
his love of wisdom in general (and therefore wants to know the wisdom
of the Torah as well), or simply out of curiosity to know what the Jewish
religion says.'”® If his intent were to study Torah as a mitzvah, it would be
tantamount to introducing a new religious practice for himself, which is
forbidden. It would also break down the special relationship of the Jews
to their Torah, and thereby eliminate the distinction between Jews (and

their special covenant with Hashem) and non-Jews.*”®
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8. Casual Inquiries

One may answer a non-Jew who casually asks some questions about
Judaism (such as when a Jew is sitting next to a non-Jew on an airplane),
as this may cause a kiddush Hashem.'® Hence we find instances through-
out the Talmud where Chazal answer the questions of non-Jews.'*!

9. General Principles of Judaism
One may give a lecture to a non-Jewish audience about some of the

general principles of Judaism, such as the Thirteen Principles of Faith,

the Jewish approach to sanctity, etc.'®?

10. Summary

Generally, a non-Jew is prohibited from studying Torah. Most com-
mentators learn that this is a Torah prohibition. A Jew who teaches a
non-Jew Torah transgresses lifnei iver. With today’s easy access to Torah
in the form of books, the internet, and Biblical scholars, it is almost
never lifnei iver to teach a non-Jew Torah (S’ridei Aish), although there
may still be a rabbinic prohibition of abetting sin. However, there is an
additional prohibition of "1 3% 15 7wy 85 S80S Pown vRA PYD PI3T T
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D %3 owown. Although the Rambam and the Shulchan Aruch omit this
halachabh, it is presumed that they, too, prohibit a Jew from teaching a

non-Jew.

The Yam Shel Shlomo tells us that only under circumstances of

danger to life are we allowed to teach a non-Jew the Torah that is
forbidden to him.

However, there are many qualifications to this prohibition:

1.

It is permissible to teach a non-Jew any of the mitzvos that
pertain to him.

A non-Jew preparing for conversion may study Torah.
Therefore, one may teach him so that he will have a good grasp
of Torah and mitzvos and will be stronger in his Jewish faith
and practice after the conversion. It will also allow us to discern
how serious he is about the conversion process. In addition, if
he is ignorant of the halachah, he is liable to be a bad example
to other Jews who might learn from him.

According to some authorities, a non-Jew may study Torah out
of his love of wisdom in general (therefore, he wants to know
the wisdom of the Torah), or simply out of curiosity. It is only
prohibited when he studies Torah as a mitzvah, thereby adding
to his Seven Noachide Laws and breaking down the special
relationship of the Jews to their Torah and Hashem, Who made
a special covenant with them through His Torah.

Many poskim say that a non-Jew may study Nach and some say
that he may also learn Chumash. The prohibition is on the Oral
Law, which guarantees the uniqueness of the Jewish People.
Some poskim allow a non-Jew to study the laws, without all the
technical logic behind them, and without the midrashim. In all
these cases, where it is permissible for the non-Jew to study
Torabh, it is permissible for a Jew to teach him.

However, once a non-Jew has expressed a distorted under-
standing of the Torah, one should correct him, and there is a
need to make a kiddush Hashem with the answer.

Even where it is permissible to teach him, the S’ridei Eish writes
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that this is only if the non-Jew does not intend to study Torah
as an additional mitzvah.

7. Most poskim allow teaching Torah in a group containing both
Jews and non-Jews. There are differing views amongst the
poskim about the permissibility of a Jewish school accepting a
non-Jew whose father is Jewish.

8. One may answer a non-Jew who casually asks some questions
about Judaism, as this will be a kiddush Hashem.

9. A Torah-observant individual who mistakenly thought that
he was Jewish, and then discovered that his mother was not
Jewish, may be taught Torah on the assumption that he will
want to convert.
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