CHAPTER XIV

CRANUFAR AND OUTREACH

hanufah can be liberally translated as the prohibition against

undeserved flattering. It includes giving undue compliments

and praising sinners. The prohibition also includes endorsing

someone’s inappropriate lifestyle. To flatter anyone with undue praise

is, likewise, forbidden.® According to many authorities, one who com-

mits chanufah is in violation of a mitzvah of the Torah.?

After elaborating on the severity of the practice of chanufah, the

Orchos Tzadikim then states when it is proper to give chanufah:
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Chanufah and Outreach

It is a great mitzvah to flatter one’s students and colleagues
so that they will learn from him and receive his reproofs to
perform mitzvos. Similarly, whenever one knows that by flat-
tering someone that person will be drawn under his influence
to fulfill mitzvos...it is a great mitzvah to flatter him in order
to bring out the precious from the mundane.’

The Chofetz Chaim rules accordingly.*
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It is clear that when engaged in outreach, a certain degree of flattery

is appropriate in order to draw in the student. However, it should be

noted that nowhere does it justify unduly flattering a donor, even if it is

for the sake of raising funds for outreach endeavors.

Chanufah refers to flattering a sinner in a way that it appears that

his actions are being condoned.® Doing so is prohibited by the Torah.”

One must sacrifice all of his wealth rather than violate this prohibition.?

Some poskim contend that one must even sacrifice his life rather than

engaging in chanufah.’
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438 The Laws of Outreach

The prohibition of chanufah does not apply to calling up a Shabbos
desecrator to the Torah, or even calling up someone who is intermar-
ried—as long as he believes in the divinity of the words of the Torah.*
The prohibition of chanufah only applies when it appears by one’s flattery
that one is condoning bad deeds.!* However, the community generally
presumes that condonation is not intended when calling a person up to
the Torah.'? This is all the more so when it is in a kiruv setting—when
the whole purpose of the honor is to encourage the individual to change.
In a mainstream synagogue, there may be legitimate concern whether
one is giving inappropriate honor to such people by calling them up to
the Torah.'® It would thus be preferable to maintain a certain standard,**
and it would be better to allow them to open the ark.’ However, kiruv
congregations need to maintain a different standard.
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