CHAPTER XII

LOVING AND HATING ALL IN ONE

A.TO HATE OR NOT TO HATE?

bn Ezra explains that the reason we are obligated to love our fellow

Jew is because we recognize that we were both created by the same

Maker. Hence the verse 7> 7975 nan8 concludes with the words,
"1 IN—our love of our fellow man is inextricably linked with our re-
lationship with Hashem.! However, what happens when one of our
fellow Jews undermines his relationship with Hashem by sinning?
The Brisker Rav once claimed about a sinner who professed love for
the Jewish People, “Perhaps he does love the Jewish People. But for
sure he hates the Creator.” This tells us something about the sinner.
It does not tell us, however, what our response to the sinner should
be. Should we love someone who does not show love to Hashem, our
ultimate Beloved? And if we do not love the sinner, should we go fur-
ther and hate him?
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Loving and Hating Allin One 347

The prohibition of 72353 Trx 1IN X3wn K> is written in the same verse as
the mitzvah of giving tochachah.® One way of understanding this is that
one has to be sure that there is no hate in one’s heart before reproving
others. Rebuke may include elements that could be motivated by ill
will, and therefore it is important to ascertain that one’s heart is free of
animosity prior to giving tochachah.*

The Zohar states that if a person would know how much merit he
earns by benefitting the evildoers with his reproof, he would run after
the evildoers as one runs after life.® Yet, the Gemara in Pesachim tells us
that it is a mitzvah to hate a sinner® as it states, “Fear of Hashem is to
hate evil” (Mishlei 8:13).” The mitzvah of 72353 Prx NX Xwn N> seemingly
does not apply to him because he is not ms»3 Prx. The Rishonim and

Acharonim tell us, however, that the hatred we should have toward a
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348 The Laws of Outreach

sinner is of a limited nature.® Some commentaries say that the type of

hatred one is allowed to have toward a wicked person is merely an exter-

nal expression of hatred designed as a part of one’s tochachah strategy

to bring him to mend his ways.?

The Gemara is discussing a case where there are witnesses to a de-

liberate transgression. The perpetrator disregarded repeated tochachah

and continued to sin, leaving us with the presumption that he does not

plan on changing his way. (See endnote I.)
In the words of the Rambam:

Behold it is a mitzvah to hate him until he does teshuvah and

returns from his wickedness.*°
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However, in his commentary to the Mishnah, the Rambam signifi-
cantly limits whom we may hate. It is, he writes, a mitzvah to love all
sinners and to do acts of kindness toward them so long as they believe
in the basic fundamentals of the faith, i.e., the Thirteen Principles.'*
The mitzvah to hate evildoers is referring to those who reject one of
these Thirteen Principles.'? This is what Dovid HaMelech is referring
to when he declares:

Do I not hate them, O Lord, those who hate You? And, do I not
feud with those who rise up against You? I hate them with the
utmost hatred; I consider them my enemies.*®

The Gemara draws the obligation to hate the wicked from the verse,
“Fear of Hashem is to despise evil.”**

However, since the Gemara in Pesachim does not specify the type of
sinner it is talking about, it is difficult to say that the Gemara is telling
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350 The Laws of Outreach

us to hate only evildoers who were deliberate sinners and to say that we
would not be enjoined to hate a regular naxn® 9o,

Below we will bring several resolutions to this issue. All of them
involve the idea that our hatred for a 1aNM> 921 has to be of a limited
and specific sort; one that is compatible with loving him at the same
time—and not a hatred of the same intensity as we should have for a

more serious sinner.

B. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN D378 AND N 82

The two mitzvos of 713 Ty a8 and 8w 8> appear to be two sides
of the same coin, i.e., where you are allowed to hate you are certainly
not commanded to love, and where you are commanded to love you are

not allowed to hate.'® However, we will see below that most commen-
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tators separate these two mitzvos. Although we are enjoined to hate

a NaNM® oM in some form, we are still required to love him.” In such a

case, we are no longer obligated in x3wn N5 while still obligated in the

mitzvah of Tm5 w75 nanN.
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However, the Rambam rules that we are also enjoined to hate all
other evildoers who have not accepted tochachah.*®* We are com-
manded to help them only because their concern for their own
property may lead to them to endanger their lives.?® We will return
to this passage in the Rambam below, as it seems to contradict his
statements elsewhere.?

Rav Elchanan Wasserman writes that, not only are we still required to
love him, but, in fact, the sinner remains within the parameters of 7rx
as far as Nwn 8> is concerned as well. However, he states, Xiwn 85, like
many other interpersonal prohibitions, is only forbidden when there
is hatred without a meaningful purpose. Where there is meaningful
benefit to the hatred, as in showing the sinner that his sin is unaccept-
able, or in order not to become morally insensitive to his actions, it is
permissible to hate him. The prohibition of 83w X> never forbade such
type of hatred. If any other motivation for the hatred seeps into our
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attitude, and we do not hate him only because of the sin, we would be
transgressing Nuwn 8.2

According to the Rambam, X3wn N5 is a prohibition to hate a person
in one’s heart. We do not transgress 8wn x> if we express our hatred
outwardly. The verse specifically uses the word 73353, which the Rambam
understands as internal animosity. If a person expresses the hatred in
words and does not hate the sinner only in his heart, he does not trans-
gress Xwn 85.%2 (See endnote I1.) According to this, Xwn &5 is forbidden
toward a sinner as well. The injunction to hate a sinner—which we will
bring below, directs us to express hatred, or to feel some milder version
of hatred, as we shall see.

A third approach is to say that, indeed, one is not obligated in ¥wn 8>
with respect to an inclination-driven sinner, even though one is still
obligated in nanN. Concerning Xwn N2, such a person is not considered
misna PrN,?® even though concerning nanNy, he is still considered Ty

omena.2 This is because the word 997 used in 1378 is a more inclusive
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word than the word 7rx that is used in regard to m¥w.?* (See endnote
III.) Some commentaries suggest we are commanded in 1378 even with
respect to a flagrant Shabbos desecrator.?

In the Tomer Devorah, Rav Moshe Cordovero writes that we have to
actively work on loving the evildoers just like the obligation we have

toward every other Jew:

One should train himself to nurture the love of his fellow men

and even the wicked, as if they were one’s brothers.”’

He provides an exercise to help us to love the sinner. If we imagine
that this sinner were to channel all his energies into goodness and we
picture this person becoming a great rabbinic leader,?® do you not long
to help this future great person fulfill his potential?
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C. LIMITED HATRED

There is another sugya affecting the laws of hating a sinner. The Torah
commands us to help our enemy unload (and load) his animal:

If you see the [the donkey of] your adversary lying under its
load and you refrain from helping him, you must certainly
help him.%

The Torah calls this person, your adversary—i.e., only you are allowed
to hate him. Who is this person that you are allowed to hate, but whom
others are not allowed to hate? One approach to this is to say that this
verse is referring to someone who committed a sin to which you were
the only witness.*

The Gemara in Bava Metzia® rules that when one has the opportunity
to assist in the unloading of the animal of a friend or in the loading of
the animal of an adversary, the latter takes precedence even though the
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first animal is suffering under its load. This is in order to overcome your
personal hatred toward this enemy by giving to him.*?

The Gemara in Pesachim asks on this verse, “But how could one hate
another Jew? Is one not then transgressing xwn 85?” It answers that
one saw this Jew do a sin for which he should be hated.*® Despite the
fact that this person is a sinner, one is supposed to reverse the normal
order of unloading before loading in order to overcome his animosity.>*

This does not seem to make sense. Should he hate him (for being a
sinner) or not hate him? Tosafos in Pesachim explain what is going on.
One may only hate the wicked due to their sins; there may not be any

element of personal animosity.*
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According to this, a sinner is still included in the word 7rx of N 8>
TN 18.%¢ Below in this section, we will offer three different explanations
to qualify this limited hatred.

But, Tosafos contend that since the sinner hates him back in turn, one
could, in turn, come to hate the sinner in a manner that is not allowed.?”
It is to counter this that one has to prioritize loading the animal of an
adversary over the unloading of that belonging to another person. So,
we see that one is enjoined to both hate this person for his bad deeds
(and not at all because he hates you) as well as to show him love (by
helping him load or unload his animal) simultaneously.*

We see a similar phenomenon in the writings of the Rambam. He
rules that we are enjoined to hate all evildoers who have not accepted
reproof. But within that same halachah, the Rambam asserts that we

are commanded to sustain and support these evildoers.** According
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to several Rishonim and Acharonim, the source of this halachah is
the mitzvah of > 7% nanN.%° Moreover, in his commentary on the
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Mishnah, the Rambam himself writes that we are obligated in nany
0> > with respect to any Jew who believes in the fundamentals of
Judaism, whatever his other sins may be.* So, again, we see that we are
commanded to love and to hate the sinner concurrently.

The Rishonim and Acharonim offer several approaches to explain
this enigma of how we can be commanded to hate and to love someone
at the same time. We will deal with them below.

However, there is another way of understanding the sugya in Bava
Metzia that requires us to load the animal of an enemy before unload-
ing the animal of a friend. A number of Rishonim understand that the
“adversary” spoken of in the verse regarding loading the animal is not
speaking of an enemy who is a sinner and therefore one whom thereis a
mitzvah to hate (as the aforementioned Tosafos explain it). Rather, the
verse is commanding us to overcome our inclination with respect to an
enemy against whom we have a personal grudge so that we should not
continue to transgress Xwn 2. According to this approach, this sugya
is not a source to tell us to love a sinner.

DIpB Hoaw s D nanm Sw veba arm mio YRoms [FRoW I Naapn] p 53 53N 1IaTow M DN
N 730 18P MM 903 7 727 11 Xow n Sy AN1 .10 03 IMN 2N 207 PN IRy s g Nuwh 9y
(P 1°D) P10 MATI TN SIMDN AW
JTPAY 93Y DN U0 TINS5 1N DY BN P 120N 5553 18
NPITY 13 1257 1 B0 My Mob) 07207 DY anow Mo wmd v T AN PR AT Nam e
TN UNNIDD MDY 0 YWD N ANRDD MR TN D3R WNY P DTN DIN MDD AN T 8w
553 1D 735 FANNM MO WO —nNna

(N TN PID PITID NO00) IMWITLNTD 41
MY N PP DD 12AND M SN $553 D303 NI T3 IMINON 113 97200 0910 MTIONT TN DING PN RS
PIOM I MNAT B PAYE 0 MW s Ay 1DONY, MANT AN 19 170300 WN AR msw i 53
BRI PRem MM 83T DS pHD 0 SaN PR 05D WY NI I
:(2 120 2 PID) TOM 1NN
MPY M3 PIND NI 52 81T ORI 5503 17y D1 S0 NaNmD N2 MmN e Hon AN p0 ON 1ENY
"9om oy sy vhY onad ML T

(oD M7y 2D ATNYIDNIY) MO0 42
1D 2 193 M55 13 TOW I Y 3T 13 AN 10 NS e ONTa 1D P DADD %27aT 110 TN ONY
JRIPT NI P NDT
.(DW) 73197 DWA ADY SPID 1D 10



360 The Laws of Outreach

D. HOW WE RULE

The Tosafos in Bava Metzia, the Rambam® (in the Bach’s opinion), and

the Semag* all learn that the Gemara is talking about an adversary who

we are supposed to hate because of a transgression he did. Rav Yosef

Karo rules this way as well.** However, the Rema sides with the other

Rishonim who contend that we have no requirement to give precedence

to a sinner whom we are supposed to hate.*® Most of the Acharonim

adopt the position of the Rema.*’

But, the Rishonim on whom the Rema is based do not necessarily
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argue with the approach of the Tosafos in Pesachim, which says that the
hatred that one feels for a wicked person cannot be driven by personal
animosity and has to be altruistic. (We will see later that this means that
one’s hatred has to be limited, because an unrestrained hatred is a sign
that it is being driven by personal animosity.) These Rishonim are only
coming to argue that there is a mitzvah to help a sinner with loading his
animal first in order to overcome your hatred for him.*® The notion of
overcoming animosity only applies to an enemy who one is not allowed
to hate at all. However, they would certainly agree with the premise of
Tosafos in Pesachim who limit the type of hatred that one may feel for a
sinner.*” These Rishonim only argue against Tosafos in so far as they did
not consider that this concern warranted a change in the precedence
of loading and unloading because of it.*° But, all would agree that the
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sinner is still rx as far as the mitzvah of N3wn N5 is concerned.”* A lone

opinion—that of Rabi Achai Gaon—declares that a sinner is excluded

from the verse of X3wn X5 because he is not your brother.>

What do the many sources in Chazal which speak about hating the

wicked person refer to? In some cases, they are speaking about the type of

hatred we have defined above—where one has to be careful that no personal

hatred is involved. In other instances, they are referring to someone who

may be a particularly bad influence on others.*® Alternatively, such hate is

reserved for someone who is a kofer or a min or an apikorus.>* In another
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vein, the hatred may be meant for someone who endangers others.>® Rav
Moshe Feinstein stated that even the death penalty was not carried out
because of hatred toward the perpetrators of evil. Rather, it was performed
as a message to people to understand the severity of such transgressions.*®
All of these instances of hatred might be considered an external expression
of hate rather than real hatred of the heart. (See endnote IV.) Similarly, this
is often the intention when Torah leadership labels certain individuals of

particular influence as people to stay away from.’

E. APPROACH I: LOVE AND HATRED ALL IN ONE

One approach to resolving the seemingly contradictory passages in
the Gemara that imply that one must love and hate the evildoers simul-
taneously is that of the Tanya, who explains that one should not reduce
the entire person to his sin. One should hate the evil in him®® while

simultaneously loving the good within him. (See endnote V.)
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In this vein, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz explained that Avraham Avinu
sincerely loved Yishmael as a father loves his son, but simultaneously
he hated him because he strayed from the proper path.*

The Torah mandates a complex set of feelings we are supposed to
feel toward such a person,®® because human beings are capable of feel-
ing such emotions in their hearts simultaneously. Human beings are
complex and multifaceted. We should recognize that in others and draw
on our own wellsprings of emotional strengths to relate to different
strengths and weaknesses of another individual differently. And, while
recognizing a person’s negative behavior or characteristics, still we are
required to maintain a general feeling of love toward him. For, how else
are we going to genuinely have his interests at heart?%! And, if we do not
have the person’s interests at heart, how are we going to reprove him
properly? The obligation of tochachah is rooted in love. Rabi Yosi Bar
Chanina explains, “When people correct each other, it brings them to
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love each other...all love that does not include mutual correction is not

true love.”®?

Likewise, we see that Hashem only reproves those whom
He truly loves, as it states, “For he whom Hashem loves, He reproves.”®
At best, someone who rebukes insincerely will say the right things, but
the person being rebuked will recognize that the rebuke is not coming

from a place of love.%

F. APPROACH II: LOVE THE WICKED, HATE THEIR ACTIONS

The aforementioned approach of the Tanya, teaching us that
we have to have different feelings about the different behavior or
characteristics of a person, seems to be quite a challenging direc-

tive. As the Abarbanel states, “Love and hatred of the heart are two

opposites.”®

In fact, the Chazon Ish writes that it is impossible to love and hate
at the same time since they require conflicting emotions.®® Hence, the
Abarbanel proposes an alternative approach. One should love the sin-

ner, period, but hate his evil actions,

Even though he transgressed, it is inappropriate to hate
him in your heart. Rather you should hate his actions and

reprove him.%’
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It emerges from here that we are not supposed to hate the sinner, but

rather hate his actions.®® The evildoers themselves remain Hashem’s

creatures, created in the image of the Lord and we may not hate them.®

Some of the Rishonim write that the hatred that we are to have for

a sinner is not a feeling in one’s heart, but rather an external display of

hate.” This hatred serves as an expression of tochachah,”™ to show him

that we disapprove of his actions; as a step toward encouraging him

(TP TP —T) NPT I

JDPwan S DwYnT I8 NIRW APAD [a0R TTapn T

Ipyoa My nonw Tt e

:(OW) SNPIT IN

WY DT DY ANY.. TN NS TWON N1 0583 NN DTN 230 Y, D8y DYw N NuwS 15 T1oN Han”
ambY NI N BIPND YRS AR AR S v

(1 D) D

NI YD N NON DY 2030 19 IINTAD 1253 1N TON 257 1EN AN 93P DN 10D NS I 1N 5y
(7N NS M) 37900 5P A v PR 291 310 1

DAN, WD DTND Y, 2507 11 NI N0 NI WTIN NI NOW 73253 RN IN NI ND 207157 N wanmnw piwn”
1 N KON MDY 02912 TN 252 NS NOW 1PN 2000 NS AW P DTN MONT wao D2
Joon DEEN T 19NN Npw D30

(3P 1'D) DN 9503 15 YW oN

TR NI NOR 25 1IN PR IN TINIWD AN NI NI MINT NI 9373 0 I8 00D Nomw 3o pan oxY
ooy

Y FIPT 5P PR DN NI DN SNpaw 00 Sy ANy

:(7I3p D) DNT 15D

PP ISR NN, PIN DN MWD 8D 21T, 30 5P 8D 0N DINaw o

3T FIPNT 9D Noanw oW Py

1(57 11°D) TN NS0D DONTPI A0 1

UMD IS 03 128 FINSI N P NI ON AN’

TIMN 55010 N9 0 50 1M IRW DTN NI S NOND pind NI DONTT MW DINIOY DIon v DN

(3N TOW) DN 9D DY MR PRTH 202D

SR 59900 203 KDY RIFT PPN FIONT , DPMD02 MW N NN KW Do 173y 9210 N AN 3 HaN”
LUTIN O3 NI IS o, 250 NI NIW RDT TR ONR Yoy

N33 13, (N 1777 2P #P DA0D) MBSO W AN A0 T IR DND1 DN 0D DY AN P35 wn
PH N2 D13 705 1D NIWTD AN FINTAD TON Moo obw Pan (3" 25 57 N8 N33 5P NP mowa)
ST FoLRY AT N

AR PA T enA KD (MR Mobi MD) D7AnT0 NS N2 (N YD 393 11D bOWR [N Ty W
S0 AN (MY MEL) PRI 215 (77057 ) P My Mo £7ana 5y Tomnn nmay 99021 a5 AN s
Rrli=len e}

9 19395 DAY RO W

350 PN, D137 DA DN O DIN A0

68

69

70

1
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to do teshuvah. (Other Rishonim contend that true internal animosity
should be felt during times of tochachah; presumably because this would
rouse the sinner to do teshuvah.)” In our hearts, however, we ought to
be motivated by love for the sinner, and the display of hatred is only
tactical for the sinner’s benefit.”?

Rav Moshe Feinstein calls this emotion “hatred for the sake of
Heaven”; it is a deliberate and controlled expression and not some
feeling that simply wells up from within.” The hatred is for the sake of
Heaven in the sense that it serves the purpose of showing the sinner
that he is doing the wrong thing, and as a message to him that he should
do teshuvah.”™ According to Rav Elchanan Wasserman, such purposeful
hatred was never forbidden by the verse of xxwn §5.76

Rav Shlomo Wolbe quotes Rav Yerucham Levovitz, that someone
who is not capable of properly maintaining this duality of emotions, of
hating only the evil within the sinner yet not hating the sinner himself,
is forbidden to hate at all.”
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G. APPROACH III: HATE, BUT IN SMALL DOSES

We have suggested two approaches that involve not fully hating
the sinner. The first is the approach of the Tanya, who states that one
should both love and hate the sinner simultaneously, loving his good
and hating his bad. The second is that of the Abarbanel, who states that
we should not hate the sinner at all, but only his actions.

There is a third solution to the Tosafos; that of Rav Asher Weiss.”® Rav
Weiss suggests that Tosafos is telling us that we may hate the sinner, but
only a little. The intensity of one’s hatred is the focus of the discussion
here and one has to prioritize loading the animal of the evildoer in or-
der to ensure that one’s intensity of hatred does not become too great.
Just as with the other approaches, the hatred has to remain for the

sake of Heaven, i.e., hatred only because of the sin without this hatred

becoming something personal.”

This “mild” hatred for the sinner leaves room for a person to love
him as well, and hence we understand how they are still included in the
mitzvah of 775 nanx1.%° We are able to balance these two requirements

(hate and performing kindness), by ensuring that the hate is not a
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Loving and Hating Allin One 369

burning hatred in one’s heart, but rather a mild expression, appropriate
to the negative aspects of this person’s deeds.

H. PAIN NOT HATRED

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (39b) states that Hashem does not rejoice
and the angels do not sing His praises when the wicked people who are
His creations expire.®’ Rabbeinu Yonah tells us that humans are also
commanded not to rejoice upon the demise of a sinner.®? The verse, “Do
not rejoice with the fall of your adversaries,”® applies also to a wicked
person.® We can feel joy for the increase of the glory of the Almighty that
the death causes, but not because of our hatred toward the deceased.®’

The Rambam seemingly disputes this in writing that when PoMPoNT
P01 o die, we do not sit shivah for them; rather, we wear white,
eat, drink, and rejoice.®® However, seemingly, the Rambam would agree
that, as long as they are alive, we should pray that the evildoers should
do teshuvah, as will be seen in section J, below. We only rejoice at the
demise of a sinner who did not do teshuvah.
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All agree that the sins of evildoers cause Hashem great pain.?’ In
Yechezkel (18:23), we read:

“Do I desire the death of the wicked man?” asks Hashem.

“Rather [I do seek] his repentance from his evil ways, so that
IY88

he might live!

Wicked people are still His children.® Thus, when the time comes to
punish evildoers, it is not an occasion for Hashem to rejoice.

The Gemara tells us that Hashem stopped the angels from singing
His praises after the splitting of the sea because the Egyptians were also
His creations.® This is not merely true of the angels. The Yalkut declares
that we recite the full Hallel only on the first day of Pesach and not on
all seven days of the festival because the Egyptians drowned in the sea
on the seventh day of Pesach. The Yalkut explicitly compares this to the
enemy in the verse of loading the animal of one’s enemy, saying that
when you see such a person in distress, “Do not rejoice at the downfall
of your enemy”—but rather help him.”
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In the light of all this, it may be misleading to talk of the animosity
that one is allowed to demonstrate toward a sinner as being hatred. The
feeling in our hearts should be as the Mishnas Chaim explains it, “And
the hatred toward a sinner that the Gemara in Pesachim allowed, is in
order to return [the sinner] to goodness, and it is not a real hatred, but

a hidden love, for he is only desirous of their welfare.”%?

I. THE SIN, NOT THE SINNER

We have seen three approaches to explaining how, according to
Tosafos, the Rambam, and others, one can seemingly hate the sinner
and love him concurrently. The common denominator of these three
approaches is that although it is a mitzvah to hate the sinner, the
animosity must be constrained and limited in significant ways. The
corollary of this is that one is still obligated in the mitzvah of namm
T3 7975 toward such a person.” We may redeem him if he is captured.®
We are required to save his life* and to return his lost objects.* It is
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372 The Laws of Outreach

forbidden to take interest from him.?” Some commentators say that we

are obligated to sustain him and give him charity.”® (See endnote VI.)

One way of understanding these laws is that every Jew has the pintele

Yid—the natural, intrinsic sanctity that we inherited from the Avos just

by being a Jew. (See endnote VII.) In more than one place, the Sefer

HaTanya notes the fact that often Jews who seemed to have left Torah

and mitzvos entirely were nevertheless willing to give up their lives

when commanded by adversaries to publicly denounce and renounce

Judaism.” Their intrinsic Jewishness (the pintele Yid) came to the fore.

For the same reason, Rav Eliyahu Dessler writes that there never was

and never will be a true heretic. Deep down, at the bottom of his heart,

every Jew knows the truth.'®
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Loving and Hating Allin One 373

It is conceivable that a person can become so evil that the evil goes
to the depths of his soul, and in such a case, it would be permitted to
totally hate such a person. However, in regard to a normal sinner, one
would be required to distinguish between his good and bad actions, and
to reach out to him without providing any affirmation that he supports

his negative actions. He would still be included in qm> 7915 nanNy, both

for his essential Jewishness and for his good actions (fmsna 7y9).1%
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All three approaches to loving and hating simultaneously agree that

we are enjoined to have a deep desire for the sinner to do teshuvah, and

thereby not be punished.’® It is the sin we want destroyed, not the

sinner.'® In fact, the verse that the Gemara in Pesachim brings to tell us

to hate a sinner speaks of hating the evil rather than the sinner.’**

Similarly, the verse states, “Say to them, ‘As I live, says the Lord God,
I do not wish for the death of the wicked, but for the wicked to repent

of his way so that he may live.”*%

As the Gemara explains,

There were once some highwaymen in the neighborhood of
Rabi Meir who caused him a great deal of trouble. Rabi Meir
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Loving and Hating All in One

accordingly prayed that they should die. His wife, Bruriah,
said to him, “How do you make out [that such a prayer should
be permitted]? Because it is written, ‘Let DN\vn cease’? Is it
written D80 (sinners)? It is written N (sins)! Further,
look at the end of the verse, ...and let the wicked men be no
more.” Since the sins will cease, there will be no more wicked
men! Rather, pray for them that they should repent, and there
will be no more wicked people.”* He did pray for them and
they repented.’”’
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J.PRAY THAT EVEN THE WORST EVILDOERS DO TESHUVAH

All that we have said above applies to a 181> 99 but not to the
more serious categories of sinners, like a D'p37% W, a min, a kofer, or

an apikorus. In these cases, the restraints on our hatred that we apply
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376 The Laws of Outreach

toward a Naxn® M do not apply, and we are exempt from 7115 9% N3N
toward such sinners.'®® Moreover, we are not obligated in the mitzvah
of tochachah at all toward such a person.'® Despite this, we are enjoined
to pray for every sinner to do teshuvah.''® It is not just for the spiritual
well-being of such evildoers that we pray. The Yaaros Devash tells us
to include them in the berachah of Refa'einu as well.}'! Did we not see
Yirmiyahu praying for the well-being of those complete and utter evil-
doers who hated him and denied his prophecy?'*?

This is because all Jews are one body. And if one Jew is ill, it is as if
one of one’s own limbs is injured. If a person is totally wicked, there is a

special reason that one should pray for his health, lest he die in a state
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of culpability.™? Perhaps, when he will return to his good health, he will
fix what he had corrupted, and one should wait for him to do teshuvah
until the day of his death.’* Should he die without correcting his sin,
the body of the Jewish People will lack one limb, and the Shechinah
does not rest on a body that is deficient.™

The death of such a sinner may cause Divine “anger.” For whenever
the Almighty passes judgment on any of the Jewish nation—even on a
sinner—such “anger” is aroused against the nation.'*

Therefore, we all have a stake in the teshuvah of the sinner. Certainly,

Hashem has the biggest stake, so to speak, in the spiritual welfare of

117

the sinner. He continues to love him'” and desires to give to him; if only

the sinner will allow Him to do so.'*®
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Following this idea, we can understand Avraham Avinu’s approach
to the inhabitants of Sodom. While the Torah did not reveal to us the
emotions Avraham Avinu had toward the inhabitants of Sodom, we are
surely supposed to learn from him that we are never to give up on any-
one. When it came to the Jewish People after the sin of the golden calf,
Moshe Rabbeinu went even further, stating that if Hashem would not
forgive His people, He should blot out Moshe’s name from the Torah.™*

K. HATRED HAS A MOMENTUM OF ITS OWN

We have seen that the Gemara in Bava Metzia requires us to load the
animal of the enemy before unloading that of the friend—in order for
one to prevail over his natural inclination to do otherwise. Rav Yechezkel
Levenstein pointed out how damaging hatred toward evildoers could be
to ourselves. We could easily come to sin by despising the sinner too
much, or by allowing our animosity to flow over to other people whom
we are not entitled to hate.'?® Hatred, once unleashed, has a momentum
of its own. It is so easy to feel strong, negative feelings for anyone who
differs from what we feel is the correct outlook or behavior, including
even those who are Torah-observant. How then, he asked, could the
Torah expect us to hate the sinner?

This is possibly the explanation for the words of the Rambam in the
Sefer HaMitzvos. The Rambam states that when one reveals one’s hatred
to another, one does not transgress Xwn X2, but does transgress two
negative commandments—taking revenge and feeling resentment
for those who hurt us, and one positive commandment (7y7> namx
Tm3).7! Yet, despite this, the Rambam instructs us to reveal our hatred
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to our adversary.'” One would think that surely it would be preferable
to transgress the one prohibition of x1wn 8> (while trying to get rid of
his hatred) than to be in violation of three commandments! However,
to explain why it is preferable to express our animosity, the Rambam
adds a sentence at the end, “But hatred of the heart is stronger than
everything.” So pernicious is hatred that, in the absence of resolving
our feelings, we should rather risk facing other transgressions than
harboring hatred in our hearts!

It is for this reason, writes Rav Levenstein, that the Torah does not
ask us to hate evildoers,'?® but rather their bad actions.'** The evildoers
themselves remain Hashem’s creatures, created in the image of the
Lord and we may not hate them.'?®

In this spirit, the Meshech Chochmah writes that it was only permitted
to hate a sinner prior to the incident of the golden calf, when it was pos-
sible to be clean of sin oneself. In the absence of such personal purity,
one may not hate one’s neighbor. Therefore, the language of the verse
changes. In Parashas Mishpatim—prior to the incident of the golden
calf—it says, “If you see the [the donkey of] your adversary lying under
itsload and you refrain from helping him, you must certainly help him.”*%
However, in Parashas Ki Seitzei, it states, “When you see the donkey of
your brother...”*?’ (it substitutes “your brother” for “your adversary”), for
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it was no longer permitted to hate someone under these circumstances.'?®

Although this is not a halachic ruling, it is an indication of how exception-
ally careful we need to be before unleashing any hatred toward a sinner.

L. TODAY
We explained in this chapter how the Torah only permits the limited

hatred for a sinner if he has repeatedly rejected tochachah and continues
to sin. The Chofetz Chaim and the Chazon Ish agree that today we no
longer know how to reprove effectively, and therefore everyone is consid-
ered to be in a state of not having received tochachah.'® Therefore, writes
the Chazon Ish, “We are left with no choice but to steer them back with
chains of love and to sustain them with [spiritual] illumination to the
best of our abilities.”**® Elsewhere, the Chazon Ish, quoting the Chofetz
Chaim, writes that for this reason, it is a mitzvah to love the evildoers.'®!

M. SUMMARY

We have seen three approaches to the seeming contradiction of the

mitzvah to hate a sinner on the one hand, and the prohibition to hate
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any Jew with true animosity.’® The first approach is that of the Tanya,
who states that we have to embrace the goodness in the sinner and hate
the evil within him. We must love and hate him simultaneously. The
second approach, that of the Abarbanel, is that we may not hate the
individual at all. When Chazal said to hate a sinner, they meant the
sin. We have to love the sinner, but hate the sin. The third approach,
suggested by Rav Asher Weiss, is to say that one should hate a sinner,
but only to some limited degree. One may not feel personal animosity
toward him, but rather a certain amount of anger and bitterness that he
has transgressed Hashem’s will is justified.'*?
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384 The Laws of Outreach
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Loving and Hating All in One
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