KADDISH SOURCES

By Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel

These sources are from the book, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values” published by Urim,
or the upcoming books, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to Man” or “The
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to G-d” to be published in the future.
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“Qut of the Whirlwind: Essays on Mourning, Suffering, and the Human condition,” Rabbi (57

Joseph Soloveitchik, Ktav, 2003, pp. xvii-Xix, 194
“Allegiance to Halakhah requires an appreciation of human self-worth, an awareness of the significance and importance of
one’s actions. A confrontation with death, however, undermines that self-conception. How can our existence have
significance over that of the animals when death makes us realize that we are just another one of the living creatures, like
the beasts in the field, facing the same cruel end?
...The Halakah does not try to gloss over these ‘crazy’ torturing thoughts and doubts that contradict the basic halakhic
doctrine of man’s election. Instead, it insists on giving expression to the ‘spontaneous human reaction to death.” For the
Rav, the rule that the mourner is exempt from performing positive mitzvot flows naturally from the realities of life, not the
exegesis of texts.... In the stage of aninut, man mourns ‘in total darkness and confusion,” unable to acknowledge his
greatness and chosenness. But after burial, in avelut, he mourns ‘in an enlightened mood’ in which he can acknowledge
his unique human status...the ceremonial turning point at which aninut becomes avelut is the recital of Kaddish. This
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prayer is a praise of God, and awareness that far from being insignificant like the beasts of the field, man is important
enough for God Himself to be concerned with his praise. Saying Kadddish, then, is a defiance of death, a statement not
only about the greatness of God, but about the greatness of man. *Through Kaddish we hurl defiance at death and its
fiendish conspiracy against man,’ as ‘grief asserts itself in the awareness of human greatness and human election.’
“...Immediately upon closing the grave, the line is formed and comfort is offered the mourner. What is the Kaddish
pronounced at the grave if not an ostentatious negation of despair?”
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