APPENDIX I

RAISING CRILDREN IN A NON-IDEAL ENVIRONMENT
WHEN ENGAGING IN KIRUV

Iready well before the outreach movement gained momentum,
b’nei Torah moved to out-of-town communities with the berachos
of Torah leadership. Each case required its own query, each an-
swer tailor-made to the circumstances of the question asked. Here is not
the place to deal with the many chinuch and other questions that arise
as a result of living in remote Jewish communities. Each query has to be
individually asked. The amount of Torah learning that each person has to
do in order to stay strong in his Yiddishkeit, for example, is an individual
question. Each person is different.! So, too, issues of whether one may
miss tefillah b'tzibbur if one does not always get a minyan is not just a local
question, but has to do with the long-term spiritual health of the mekarev.?
Rav Aharon Kotler would frequently send young families to live and
teach in Jewish communities where living a Torah lifestyle was not a
priority. He guaranteed the couples that their children would grow up
to be totally committed to Torah values. Years later, students in the
Lakewood Yeshiva saw the prophetic wisdom in Rav Kotler’s words
when they would observe how the children of these outreach activists
returned to Lakewood to learn and usually excelled in their studies, way
beyond the children of families living in Lakewood.?
The pledge of Rav Aharon Kotler was not limited to those families to
whom he promised that their children would not veer from the Torah
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444 The Laws of Outreach

lifestyle. Rav Elyah Svei, the Rosh Yeshiva of the Philadelphia Yeshiva,
explains that the guarantee of Rav Kotler could be found in the writings

of the Rambam. In Hilchos Melachim, the Rambam writes,

Once a soldier enters the throes of battle, he should rely on
the Hope of the Jewish nation and their Savior in times of
need. He should be cognizant that he is fighting for the sake
of the unity of Hashem’s Name. Therefore, he should put his
life in his hand and not be afraid or frightened. He should not
worry about his wife or children. On the contrary, he should
wipe their memory from his heart, removing all thoughts

from his mind except the war-...

Anyone who wholeheartedly and fearlessly does battle with-
out fear—with the sole intention of sanctifying Hashem’s
name—can be assured that he will meet no harm, nor will
evil overtake him. He will build a proper family in the Jewish
nation and achieve eternal merit for himself and his children.

He will [also] merit eternal life in the world to come.?

Rav Elyah Svei declared that teaching Torah in far-flung communities

in order to serve Hashem qualifies as fighting the wars of Hashem. This

was the basis for Rav Aharon Kotler’s guarantee, and this applies to all

altruistic outreach professionals who are sacrificing for the cause.

Similarly, Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein observes that Torah leaders

have assured us many times that if we are concerned about Hashem’s

children, we can be certain that He will be concerned about our own

children. Those who travel to far-flung communities to teach Torah will
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Raising Children in a Non-Ideal Environment 445

be greatly rewarded for their efforts and their sacrifice, and they need
not be concerned that their children will veer from the Torah lifestyle.

In this vein, Rav Yaakov Weinberg declared that anyone who sacri-
fices in order to teach Torah has a claim on Hashem to repay them.”

The Steipler took this even further. Basing himself on the Chasam
Sofer, the Steipler stated that Hashem’s guarantee to those who work
for the tzibbur, that they will have success in raising their children, is
not despite their work, but because of it.2 Rav Shach said, in the name
of the Chofetz Chaim, that a person working for the klal should never
think that he is doing this at the expense of his children, for in the end
he will see that he has lost nothing, and on the contrary, Hashem will
help him also in his personal matters.® Elsewhere, the Chofetz Chaim
wrote that someone who is mezakeh es harabim will merit to have chil-
dren who are gedolei Torah.*

On numerous occasions, [ have heard Rav Wolbe say that besides for
the merit that an outreach couple has when they transform an out-of-
town community, they have also achieved a more inspiring and spiritual
home for their children.

As Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblum once put it:

I have often heard (and had the opportunity to observe myself)

from rabbis of congregations removed from major metropolitan
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Jewish centers, that their children are uniquely mature for
their ages. They view themselves as part of a family business,
and from a very young age, get used to dealing with adults.
They know every member in shul—his or her eccentricities and
religious level—and every step that one of the congregants
takes religiously is celebrated in the home as a major event.

From a very early age, the children of rabbis in such communi-
ties are involved in activities like visiting the sick and elderly.
That is just part of their role. When these kids eventually go off
to seminary or yeshiva, they often stand out from their con-
temporaries from larger communities, who have never taken
responsibility for others nor had to relate to people outside of

their own age group.

These kids are not only more tolerant of less observant Jews
than are their peers in larger Torah communities, they often
have a stronger religious identity by virtue of having to develop
their own identity in juxtaposition to all the other families with
whom they interact. That is not a challenge that faces youngsters
growing up in communities where everyone adheres to the same
basic religious norms. A close friend of mine, who raised half his
children in Tel Aviv and half in B'nei Brak, has told me more than
once that those raised in Tel Aviv grew up more deeply religious
than those raised in B'nei Brak for precisely this reason.

Raising children in an all-religious environment can also make
parents a bit lazy. They assume that their children will absorb all
that they need to know by osmosis, or they rely on their schools
to instill Torah values. Parents in smaller communities know
better than to make any such easy assumptions. Rabbis in such
communities know, for instance, that they must learn with their
sons if they are not to be behind when they go off to yeshiva.
Consequently, those sons are often surprised to find themselves

ahead of their classmates when they arrive at yeshiva.

A rav in Zurich, who was considering moving with his family to

Eretz Yisrael, consulted the Brisker Rav before making a final
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decision. The Brisker Rav advised him to remain in Zurich.
“In Zurich, you will raise your children,” said the Brisker Rav.
“Here in Eretz Yisrael, the street will raise them.” In Zurich, the
rav would be under no illusions about how much work he had
to put into each of his children. In Eretz Yisrael, by contrast, he
might well fall victim to the illusion that the sanctity of Eretz
Yisrael alone would suffice.’

Many of the critics of out-of-town kiruv cite the story of Rabi Yosi
ben Kisma to deride the notion of living away from Torah communities.
This sage recounts how he encountered a man who asked where he is
from. Rabi Yosi responded that he hails from a great city of scholars.
The man then offered him millions of golden dinars and precious stones
and pearls to come dwell in his city. However, Rabi Yosi answered him,

“If you would give me all the silver and gold and precious stones and

pearls in the world, I would still live nowhere but in a place of Torah.”*?

Indeed, from this anecdote, Rav Eliyahu Dessler derives the spiritual
dangers of living in a place that is devoid of Torah—even when engag-

ing in outreach.”® However, based on the widespread guidance given
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by contemporary Torah leadership, encouraging b’nei Torah to move to
such communities in order to spread Torah, this passage in Pirkei Avos
requires more explanation.

The right-hand man of Rav Aharon Kotler was Rabbi Irving Bunim. In
his magnum opus, Ethics from Sinai (p. 1146), he suggests the following:

[W]hy did Rabi Yosi ever refuse the offer? The answer could well
lie in what the stranger did not say. He did not propose to build
a beis midrash or a Torah school. He did not mention that the
townspeople would join study groups. Nor did he indicate that
people would send their children readily (or even reluctantly) to a
Torah school. He merely offered an immense salary for the rabbi
to “dwell” among them. A Torah scholar wishes to do more than
“dwell”; that way lies vegetation and stagnation. He wishes to
work, create, achieve...Rabi Yosi ben Kisma said, “No.”

Similarly, the Telshe Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Chaim Mordechai Katz, ex-
plained that Rabi Yosi ben Kisma’s refusal was based on the fact that
with money alone, kiruv will not be effective. One must apply blood,
sweat, and tears to build Torah. Only passionate self-sacrifice can be
effective. This was the real reason behind his refusal to accept the lu-
crative offer.™

Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky asserted that the definition of a location
which is not “a place of Torah” is one that does not have the potential
for Torah growth. However, a community that thirsts to grow is consid-
ered a Torah community, such that even Rabi Yosi ben Kisma would not
hesitate to live in such a city." This would certainly apply to many kiruv
destinations today.
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