APPENDIX [

WHAT DO TORAH LEADERG MAINTAIN
ABOUT ENGAGING IN OUTREACH

here have been many proclamations from the Torah leadership
exalting outreach activities and declaring it obligatory for all
those who could participate, to do so.

For example, this declaration appeared in Hebrew and English:

Proclamation (Erev Rosh Hashanah 5765)
A public call to all the Jewish People

“Hear the word of Hashem, you who tremble at His word”
(Yeshayahu 66:5).

The situation of our brethren in the Land of Israel and the
Diaspora is rapidly deteriorating. Inciters from both within
and without are doing everything possible to uproot the Holy
Torah and pure faith from our fellow Jews, leading them astray
through seductive and false ideas. A devastating spiritual holo-
caust is claiming the souls of millions of Jews, who are assimi-
lating among the non-Jews (may Hashem protect us). We must
not be silent at this hour. Rather, we must fortify ourselves,
and learn and teach others how to draw hearts closer to Torah.
As the Chofetz Chaim wrote, “When one sees people drowning
and does not know how to save them, he must hire people who
do know how, or learn how himself!”

We therefore proclaim that a holy obligation rests upon each
and every Jew to devote his energies and money to kiruv re-
chokim, through studying, teaching, and financially supporting
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A joint statement was put out by Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, Rav Yechiel Michel
Feinstein, Rav Shmuel HaLevi Wosner, Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg,
and Rav Simcha Zissel Broyde. It spoke of the “sacred responsibility”
and the “strong obligation” of engaging in kiruv; prioritizing this over
attending weddings and other joyous events (for which we all find time).
It set the minimum obligation at one night a month, (although it also
stated that we should be doing our utmost in this regard). It suggested
family visits, preferably two kollel students together at a time, and to
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those already involved in this holy work. Except for full-time
students of Torah, who strengthen the Jewish People and
prevent them from falling (God forbid), absolutely no one is
exempt. We have personally witnessed the tremendous success
of those active in this field who have saved tens of thousands of
Jews from spiritual destruction. Most of the Jewish People are
still wandering in the darkness, however, and it rests upon us
to bring them into the light.

In the merit of this mitzvah, may Hashem hasten our
Redemption and our salvation and send us speedily Eliyahu
HaNavi. May we see the fulfillment of the verse, “He shall
return the heart of parents to children, and the heart of chil-
dren to their parents.” And may we merit to see the coming of
Mashiach Tzidkeinu speedily in our days, Amen.

Signed for the honor of the Holy One Blessed Be He and His Torah,
HaRav HaGaon Shmuel Berenbaum

HaRav HaGaon Matisyahu Chaim Solomon

HaRav HaGaon Yaakov Perlow

HaRav HaGaon Aharon Moshe Shechter

I add my voice,

HaRav HaGaon Yosef Shalom Elyashiv

HaRav HaGaon Aharon Leib Steinman

engage families in friendly conversations.



What Do Torah Leaders Maintain 441

Similarly, Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, the Steipler Gaon, and Rav
Eliezer Shach issued a joint statement asserting that it was a major
obligation to teach those who have strayed out of ignorance, and to
bring closer to Judaism those who are distant. At an individual level,
the statement exhorted everyone to dedicate at least one night during
our generation, a period of Divine mercy. However, the proposal called
on Roshei Yeshiva and other communal leaders to organize their own
communities to be able to do kiruv.!

Likewise, Rav Moshe Feinstein conveyed his position in a meeting
sponsored by the P’eylim and the Agudas Yisrael of Boro Park, on 22
Adar, 5733. He stated that under normal circumstances one should only
assume responsibility for teaching others after one is fully developed in
one’s own studying. However, these are not normal times, and there-
fore they require a different set of priorities. The fact that there are so
many tinokos shenishbu is exacerbated by the fact that there are so many
unqualified teachers of the Torah. Given these circumstances, a Torah
devotee must even take time from his own Torah studies to bring oth-
ers close to Torah. Rav Moshe then went on to issue his famous “tithing
your time” ruling. Every Torah devotee should spend ten percent of his
time working on behalf of others, bringing them close to Torah. If a
person is endowed with greater resources, he should correspondingly
spend more of his time teaching others.

Rav Shlomo Wolbe also repeatedly exhorted Torah students to give
up one night a week as the minimal contribution to the cause of kiruv.
He maintained that someone who is not involved in kiruv is missing out
on a fundamental element of his avodas Hashem.

In 2006, Lev L'Achim held its annual conference, which was attended
by thousands of kollel students. Many Torah leaders addressed the au-

dience; all of them talking about the importance of outreach. Others
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wrote letters for the occasion.? Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv referred to
outreach as a great mitzvah and those involved with it as the people
who bring merit to the community.> Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro pro-
claimed that such efforts were considered a sanctification of Hashem’s
name. Rav Shmuel Wosner declared that there was no greater mitzvah
than this, and that the merit of engaging in kiruv brings the end of exile
with the coming of the Mashiach.* Rav Chaim Kanievsky wrote that
fortunate are those who are involved in strengthening Torah in such a
substantial way.’

Rav Aharon Leib Steinman, in his address, claimed that the unique
power of this generation to bring merit to the masses in this way is a
compensation for the lowliness of our generation. He pointed out the
urgency of the situation saying that we do not know how much longer

we will have this opportunity.®
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