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Understanding the 2nd Day of Yom-Tov of the Diaspora
A Shavuos Learning Program
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- Originally, they would sanctify the new month based on the testimony of witnesses who saw the new moon.
- Only places where the messengers reached knew when Rosh Chodesh was.
- Nowadays we have a set calendar with set months.

- The future months were set by Hillel Hazaken, great grandson of Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi, who foresaw that in the future
there would not be a court made up of people with proper Semicha who would be capable of sanctifying a new month
and he therefore sanctified all future months in advance.

- If not for him, we would not have Rosh Chodesh or Moadim.
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- Oirriginally, they would use signal fires to announce the new month.
- After the Kusim sabotaged this system, they switched to sending messengers to announce it.
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- The messengers would be sent out for six of the months of the year: Nisan, Av, Elul, Tishrei, Kislev, and Adar. (And lyar
during the time of the Beis Hamikdash.)
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- Rav Yochanan announced: Wherever the messengers don’t reach during Tishrei (when there are fewer days to travel)
must keep two days of Pesach in Nisan to prevent them from mistakenly keeping one day in Tishrei.
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- An egg laid on Yom-tov is forbidden until after Yom-tov. Is an egg laid on the first day permitted on the second day?
- Rav: Yes. (Rashi: Because one of the two days is not Yom-tov)

- Rav Asi: No. Apparently Rav Asi holds that the two days are one long holiday. (Rashi: Because the Sages established
the second day for the diaspora for future generations because of the existent uncertainty and set it to be like one long
day.)

- But Rav Asi would make havdalah after the first day? (Rashi: Implying that he held that the second day, now that we
know how the months should be set, isn’t really holy and we only observe it because it was the custom of our fathers
to do so out of their uncertainty. [But was never enacted by the Sages])

- Rav Asi was uncertain about it. (Rashi: If the second day was established by the Sages and is like one long day even
once we know how the months should be set or if the people just kept the second day on their own out of uncertainty
but one of the days is really not holiday and once the months are set one must make Havdalah.)
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- R’ Zeira: Rav Asi’s opinion (that the egg is forbidden) is logical because now we know how the months should be set
and we still keep two days. (Rashi: We see that there is a Rabbinic enactment for people in distant places to keep two
days even when there is no uncertainty and they made it like one long holiday.

- Abaye: Rav’s opinion (that the egg is permitted and there is no Rabbinic enactment) is logical because the Mishna
(Source #2) implies that the need for messengers and therefore the need to keep two days was only temporary (and no
Rabbinic enactment was made).

- (If so) nowadays that we know how to set the months, why do we keep two days? “Because they sent from there: Take
heed of the Minhag (custom) of your fathers. A time may come when a monarchy will make a decree (Rashi: against
Torah study causing you to forget how to calculate the months [) and you will end up miscalculating the months” and
will eat chametz on Pesach.
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- Rambam (and the Shulchan Aruch) rule that the two days of Yom-tov are of separate holiness.




Questions:

- Now that we have a set calendar and have no doubt about when Yom-tov begins, why do we still keep
two days?

- What is the status of the second day? Is it a Minhag? A Mitzvah D’Rabanan?

- Which locations must keep two days of Yom-tov?

- If Shavuos is always 50 days after Pesach and by then there was no doubt, why is it two days? Why don’t
we count two days of the Omer each day?
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5 In the present era, when the Sanhedrin no longer exists, and the court of Eretz Yisrael establishes [the months] according
to the [fixed] calendar, according to law, it would be appropriate for [Jews] throughout the world to celebrate the holidays
for one day alone. For [the inhabitants of] the distant regions of the diaspora and the inhabitants of Eretz Yisrael rely on the
same [fixed] calendar and establish [the festivals] accordingly. Nevertheless, the Sages ordained [that the inhabitants of the
diaspora] retain the custom of their ancestors.

6 Therefore, [the inhabitants of] all the places that the messengers of Tishrei would not reach in the era when the
messengers were sent out should celebrate two days even in the present era, just as they did when the inhabitants of Eretz

Yisrael established [the calendar] according to the sighting of the moon.
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- If there are places in Egypt that it only takes 10 days to get to from Yerushalayim and places in Israel that it takes 15
days to reach, why does everyone in Israel keep one day and everyone outside of Israel keep two?

RV WITPN 12227 HY 112 12 IRV RTIN? 77 DY 12 HRIWIA PN PINR ROWIN P10 YN TRY .00 nawnm
991 DWTNN 93 VTP PAVN 97V DNIVA HI AP THY WINN WITPA T72 HRIWH R RHWI MOLYNNN MINON
D272 DIYMIAR 3NN 1INTN DNN INYVWT DIVN 122V MNP 1IN 11T72Y IRNDR P 1X2219RY T HY) ..MIMIND
1Y Yapw 9"YR 19292 *P5PY 137NRY 110722 HHN MY PAVNN TAR? RNY 1019 MPYPRY INRY RTNDW M1T PIanTT
D99 PYTY 1R PR IR VYN 903 1PN AYNNID Pama PIIv ROR 'R OV mMWYY 1Y N0 RY mMTmnn
DV IR 1PY VAR 1T RIN T 209N 1910 NAY NPNT PIYY 197 19772 PAD RINY 10D 12 PYTPM 12 PI7am
259 Pava HHI PYTY NR PR IORI NRY MY RIWO NN 1IN TN T2 AR MY RNPT RYAPA YT RY
IRY RYNI 1PNIPN 91 11D 1Y ToV IRT DAY AWYN HRI AW WY PIPY T2 PAD DAY 1P 127720 WInD
17 IR MR 3NN INNIY N NPNWIINYY 122920 PRY N2IY 3NN 1K) NHNNAD 21N RHR 7292 300
5"N2) 23970 INR 799 1Y VN /R DY PYVIPY VN DY 2 PVIPY VN W MNIPHR MMpN INY DIV MNIN DnY
PWIPI’R DY PWIY 17K 2192 HIR D1 2 IRI PWIY 1R 7299 MYV DY PY1n i RYY oYY (001°0) R

J12NOW 193 DYDY DY YW PVIY PV 07N PINUR DY 37 0vh




- When the Gemara says “Take heed of the Minhag (custom) of your fathers. A time may come when a monarchy will
make a decree and you will end up miscalculating the months” it means you might lose track of the calculations made
by Hillel Hazaken, therefore even though he established the holidays for the future, he did not allow us to keep one
day rather we should continue to comport ourselves as in the past an act as if we don’t know anything and make
brachos and kiddush as we would if were uncertain. Beis Din has the authority to uproot positive commandments when
we do so passively. So it is not simply a Minhag but an obligation as it always was.

- When they enacted that we should “take heed of the custom” there were many different customs in different locations.
We follow the majority and since most place in the diaspora kept two days, we keep two days. Since the majority of
Israel kept one day, in Israel they keep one day.
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- This Minhag is not like other Minhagim rather “they sent from there” that we should keep the Minhag of our fathers
and decreed upon us to keep it. Therefore, it is considered a Rabbinic prohibition and one would be excommunicated
for not observing it (as opposed to if it was just a Minhag).
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- Machzor Vitri writes that since Hallel on Rosh Chodesh is only a Minhag, we shouldn’t say a bracha like we find
regarding the arava of Hoshana Raba that the Gemara says we don’t make a bracha on a Minhag.

- Rabbeinu Tam asserts that there is no proof from there. A Minhag to fulfill a Mitzvah (like Hallel) is different and gets a
bracha just like we make brachos on the Mitzvos of the second day of Yom-tov even though it is only a Minhag.
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- Why don’t we count two nights of Sefiras Haomer each night?
- Answer: Since the calendar is set and we know when Pesach begins, in this case we don’t want to confuse the counting.

- Why are there two days of Shavuos? Since Shavuos is always 50 days after Pesach and not set to a calendar date, even
in the days where they relied on messengers, by the time Shavuos arrived, everyone would know what day Pesach
really began?

- Answer: So as not to get confused with the other holidays.

XN D0 BPN AMR PIY NV .12

R YO

13297 R27I¥ RN DRI 12 HTO1RY MY PTINY MV TIOR PYRIL NORY 11 Y PA0DN DIV DY 1Y PYVIYY NYYia
JMIR PPYN ROR IMTIY Pmnn PR

2 9Yo

P79 177) 7230 13 PR 2o IR N (V) 2227 :1PY0 DR HINDY 191 (1) NN Py ROR (T) WY PYRI A p1vm PR
APTY PN

oY 77793 vn

PN 19702 1IPY IRANN N 1Y IPADT N2 PIPDY A"IPN 1202 1DPY IRINN 1T DIVN - NN PIYY ROR (1)
:R"D

N2W32 AT 02T PPN NINN 192 VITN WNIIN IPRY R 191 K1 NP 1P WNY 170 - PP DR YN 191 (D)
27 PO N2 MWYWNI 70 N"IW 1970 2YY IRIMY 10IY MW I1DAR INXY 2P ORI DIV MYYH TIOR VAN
2100 92192981 NHNNIY 1Y NY VA ROM

19130 93 9919 1RWA 2" - MM IRY IR ()

- Everything that is forbidden on the first day of Yom-tov is forbidden on the second day except:
1. Caring for the dead (when a gentile cannot be found to perform the required Melacha)
2. Acts of Refuah (Medicine) for someone who isn’t feeling well (even if they aren’t in danger). These are normally
forbidden M’Drabanan (Rabbinically).
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- The Chasam Sofer was asked regarding a man who was very sick on the second day of Yom-tov. Since they had no
children, if he would die, the wife would fall to Yibum. The brother lived far away and the woman could not afford to
travel to him and would become an Agunah. The question was whether they could write a get on the second day for
Yom-tov to protect her from falling to Yibum. (The questioner was asking after the fact to see if he made the right
decision.)

- In a long responsum addressing many angles of this question, the Chasam Sofer argues that the custom of Yom-tov
Sheni is very serious (we refer to it in Kiddush and Davening as Yom-tov) and would not allow for one to transgress the
biblical prohibition of writing.

- He further argues that since this custom has been accepted and is practiced all over, it has the status of a neder (oath)
and rises to the level of a biblical prohibition.

- He concludes that he felt the need to write at length about this because of those who mock and disrespect Yom-tov
Sheni.




Shavuos - Matan Toroseinu
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- The 50™ day of Sefiras Haomer is the holiday of Shavuos.
- We insert into our davening: “this day, the holiday of Shavuos, the time of the giving of the Torah.”
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Question #1: According to the way that we rule, based on the Tur, with regards to a question in the laws of Niddah
(which is deduced from how many days husbands and wives separated before receiving the Torah) it comes out that we
rule like the opinion that the Torah was given on the seventh of Sivan (330 7). If so, how can we call the sixth of Sivan
“the time of the giving of the Torah?”

Answer: Our custom is based on the opinion of the Rambam, who rules (as relates to the laws of Niddah) like the
opinion that the Torah was given on the sixth of Sivan. That which we rule like Rabi Yosi with regards to the laws of
Niddah is just a chumrah (stringency).

Question #2: Since the Jewish people left Egypt on Thursday, the 15" of Nisan, they would have started counting the
Omer on Friday (Thursday night). The 16" of Nisan. That means the 50% day would have been a Friday. Since everyone
agrees the Torah was given on Shabbos, that would have been the 51% day of the Omer. So did Hashem make Shavuos
on the 50™ day of the Omer?

Answer: “The Yefeh Mareh answers that it is coming to hint to the second day of Yom-tov of the diaspora (which
always occurs on the 51 of the Omer) and perhaps this is what is meant that Moshe added a day on his own.”
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The Maharsha answers that HaShem’s intention was to teach that fear of sin must come before wisdom in prioritization
and in time.
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