SOURCES ON SPORTS

These sources are from the book, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values” published by Urim,
or the upcoming books, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to Man” or “The
Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to G-d” to be published in the future.
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Encyclopedia Judaica 15:292-293 (23

“In 1386 there were Jewish tourneys in Wiesenfeld, Germany. In the 15" century, competitions were
held in Augsburg, Germany, in running, jumping, throwing and bowling in which Jews also
participated... in the same century, at the popular festival initiated in Rome, sports competitions were
also included: Monday was for youth, Tuesday was for Jews (under 20 years of age), Wednesday for
older boys, etc.... It is known that Jews distinguished themselves in these games in 1487, 1502 and
1595. There is even a song about Jewish runners, composed in 1513... In the 16™ century, there was a
famous Austrian Jew by the name of Ott who was outstanding at the Augsburg games and was even
invited by the court of the Austrian prince in order to train the courtiers.”
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“The Rav Thinking Aloud: Transcripts of personal Conversations with Rabbi Joseph B. (69
Soloveitchik,” David Holzer, page 13

“Moshe mentioned that he saw Rabbi Willig outside playing with his students, to which the Rav replied
that Rav Chaim (Soloveitchik, his grandfather, Head of the Yeshiva in Brisk) used to box with his
students. When asked if this was a problem of Chavalah [wounding], the Rav answered that it is only a
problem if done with Sinah [hatred], but not if done with Ahava (love). Moshe then asked about the
Inyan (issue) of not being Misachek (playing sports) with Talmidim (students), to which the Rav
responded he doesn’t know about that; this is just what he saw.”
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