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CAST A GIANT SHADOW (excerpt): David Marcus, a
trained military expert, tries to help the nascent state of
Israel on the battlefield, right before and after the
creation of the State of Israel. He admires the tremendous
heart of the Jewish soldiers and offers advice (some of it
unattainable) how to be victorious. When discussing
defending the city of Jerusalem in addition to the rest of
the country, he says that it is not worth the military
effort to save the city and other Israeli officers agree
with him. Ben Gurion questions how much is Jerusalem
worth to the Jew and can it be evaluated.

I. Ben Gurion asks can the value of Jerusalem to the Jew be
quantified like a stock on Wall Street with a price tag. How important
IS Jerusalem to the Jewish people and to all Jews, with or without
the State of Israel? What makes Jerusalem so indispensable to the
Jewish people?

A. Ttis the holiest city in the world (as Israel is the holiest country)
(SOURCE #1)

B. The verse (SOURCE #2) says that Jerusalem is a
"compact" city. but the meaning of Chubrah is also "joining
together". What does Jerusalem join together?

1. It joins together all Jews living today all over the world.
Through the prayers facing Jerusalem three times a day, all
Jews are united in this. In addition, it joins together all Jews
of all time who longed for this holiest of cities

2. It also joins together this world and the world of the spirit,
the holy and the profane, the Jerusalem in heaven with the

Jerusalem on earth (SOURCE #6)

C. Jerusalem is the place constantly on the "mind" of the Almighty
(SOURCE #3) and on the minds of Jews

D. For the Jew, there can be no forgetting Jerusalem — ever

(SOURCE #4). Forgetting about Jerusalem is tantamount to
forgetting about ones' right arm or tongue
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1. This inability to forget is symbolized in many Jewish laws
and customs. At the times of one's greatest joys in life, one
may not forget about Jerusalem and the sadness that comes
with a Jerusalem without a Temple. Thus, at the height of
the marriage ceremony, Jerusalem (and sadness) is
remembered through the shattered glass (and the ashes on
the forehead, according to some customs). Similarly, when
building one's own house, another of life's great joys, it is
customary to leave a portion unbuilt or unpainted

2. In moments of greatest sadness, too, Jerusalem is not
forgotten. When mourning the death of a close relative, the .
traditional "greeting" is that the mourner should be
comforted with all the mourners for the Temple and
Jerusalem.

3. There can be no true joy before God until Jerusalem and the

Temple are rebuilt (SOURCE #8)

Jerusalem is important to the Jew (and all people) because it is
the "center of the world" (SOURCE #5). From the Stone
of Foundation in the Temple, God created the rest of the world

1. Symbolically, then, Jerusalem should also become the center
of the Jew's world

Jerusalem (the Temple) is the place in which all prayers of the
world are heard, even after the destruction of the Temple
(SOURCE #7). Hence, the custom arose of putting a prayer
on a paper in the crevices of the Western Wall. Also, this is
another reason why all Jews face Jerusalem while praying

II. The future of Jerusalem

A.

The name of the city is a combination of two names given by
Shem and Abraham (SOURCE #9). Abraham called it
Yireh, "God will show" and Shem called it Shalem, "peace" or
"completeness." Yerushalayim, Jerusalem, thus, means both
— God will show the peace. In the future, then, Jerusalem will
truly be the city of peace

In the future, in Messianic times, Jerusalem will also provide a

spiritual light for all of the non-Jews of the world (SOURCE
#10)
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ITI. David Marcus (Kirk Douglas) admires the great Jewish heart in

fighting, even though the soldiers had little or no training. Although

prior of 1947, there was no real concept of the brave, Jewish soldier,
this idea of a superior Jewish soldier fighting with "heart" is almost

universally accepted today, after the Six Day War, Entebbe and other

daring military actions. Where did this "heart" come from?

A. The simplest answer seems to be that the Jewish soldier has
more to fight for more than his enemy. The possibility of having
a home and a homeland after 2000 years is much more
meaningful than fighting the Jewish enemy so that they should
be destroyed or leave the land

B. There is another, related military concept. Maimonides states
(SOURCE #11) that a Jewish army must always leave a
fourth side open for the enemy to run away, and, thus, to never
totally surround an enemy. Military experts seem to agree for
psychological reasons. If a person has nowhere to run and is
trapped, he fights much harder and to the death. It might be said
that the entire Jewish people felt totally trapped from all sides
after the Holocaust. Having experienced the sad reality that no
nation was willing to take them in or help them, the Jewish
people realized that they had nowhere to run if they did not
secure their homeland, Israel. Perhaps this psychological factor
gave and gives the Israeli soldier that extra incentive, the "heart"
to be a bit superior
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O Jerusalem, built as a city that is compact together 11° % manw Uy aan obome

(#3)

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 72N 131 "hawT <°"hpn 0°B2 by m

my hands, thy walls are continually before me.

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I do not
set Jerusalem above my highest joy.

Why is the Even Shtiya (Stone of Foundation) called
thus? Because from this (point) the world was created ...
the land of Israel is the center of the world as it says
(Ezekiel 38:12) "that dwell at the center (navel) of the
earth" and it forms the foundation of the world, as it is
said (Psalms 50:1) "A psalm of Assaf. The mighty God,
even the Lord hath spoken and called the earth from the
rising unto the going down there" From where? (verse 2)
"Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined"
The land of Israel is the center of the world and Jerusalem
is the center of the Land of Israel.
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And so do you find that Jerusalem on high is
directed to face the Jerusalem below. And out of
His great love for the one below, He made another
one on high, as it is written (Isaiah 49:6) "Behold,
I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands,
thy walls are continually before me." And so said
David (Psalms 122:3) "O Jerusalem, built as a city
that is compact together," that is to say, as a city
that the Lord built, and (Yonatan) translated this
verse: Jerusalem was built as a city in the heavens
to be joined with the one that is one earth.
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Said Rabbi Joshua ben Levi (I Kings 6:17):"that is the
Temple before it (Lifnai)" — Read for faces (Lifnim), a
Temple which all faces turn to. That was so while it
was standing. Now that it is destroyed, whence do we
know this? Said Rabbi Avin; (Canticles 4:4) "built for
an armory (talpiyot)" a hill (tel) which all the mouths
(piyot) are praying: in the grace after meals, in the
reading of the Shema, and in the Silent Prayer.
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Said Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah: From the day the 8"2 X111 92 Y@W1° "29 "X
Temple was destroyed and Jerusalem made desolate, goeT maTm vIpan hva Mmve
there is no joy before the Holy One blessed be He, 132°W ¥ 1"Apn “1p% e X
until He builds Jerusalem anew and return Israelinto PX70° DX 0" D921 DX
its midst, as it is said (Isaiah 65:19) "and [ will D22V °nNY3 AR 750
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in My people: and '71? MY 772 YyAwT X Aya how
voice weeping shall no more be heard in her, nor the (0™ "0 T°¥y0°) Py 9P o3
voice of crying." Amen, and may it be Thy will. 137 %7 191 AR
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"And Abraham called the place Hashem Yireh
(God will show)" ... Abraham called it Yireh

(will show). Shem called it Shalem as it is
said (Genesis 14:18) "And Malitzedek King
of Shalem." Sid the Holy One blessed be He:
If I call it Yireh as did Abraham, Shem, a
righteous man, will complain. I shall
therefore call it as both of them called it,
Yerushalayim (Jerusalem), Yireh-Shalem.

(" N"wXA2) MmN Obw MR XP
DX Tapn AKX obw Toa pax ahe
MR KIPpY DWD X7 WNINX IR XY
oxXY oyIna PUIR DIN D@ DTAN
DX DTMAX obw WX IR XTP
MR RTP T KPX oyana PR
R oA WPY WD e

o°berr oo



JERUSALEM & JEWISH HEART OF ISRAELI SOLDIERS

(#10)
MIDRASH Jerusalem is the light of the World, a it is said TANIZ O Y@ TR DY

(Isaiah 60:3) "And the nations shall walk in thy TTR? DU WoM (0 TYRr)
BERASHIT RABAH (Jerusalem’s) light." And who is the light of D’P0YY D@ MR Xw M
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