CAPITAL PUNISHMENT SOURCES

By Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel

These sources are from the book, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values” published by Urim, or the
upcoming books, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to Man” or “The Encyclopedia of
Jewish Values: Man to G-d” to be published in the future.
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Tradition 38:1 2004. “Judaism and the Death Penalty: Of Two Minds but One Heart”, page 78, (24

Letter from Rabbi Ahron Soloveitchik to David Luchins at the Orthodox Union, 1970’s
[1]t is irresponsible and unfair to submit a statement in favor of capital punishment in the name of
Orthodox Jewry. In my humble opinion, from a Halachik point of view, every Jew should be opposed to
capital punishment. It is true . . . that the Torah recognizes capital punishment. However, the Torah
delegates the authority to mete out capital punishment only to Sanhedrin, not to anyone else. Even
Sanhedrin are [sic] not able to mete out capital punishment if there is no Beis Hamikdash.




