GOLEM SOURCES

By Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel

These sources are from the book, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values” published by Urim,
and the forthcoming book, “The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to G-d Issues and Rituals.”
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Tradition, Spring 1998, (Vol. 32, no. 3) “Survey of Recent Periodic Literature” J. David Bleich, (9
p. 59 Sefer ha-Gematri’ot.

“Ben Sira wanted to study Sefer Yezirah. A voice [bat kol] came out and said, “You cannot do it alone.”
He went to Jeremiah his father. Ben Sira is [numerically equivalent to] Ben Yermiyahu, [the son of
Jeremiah] and they studied it and after three years, a man was created to them, upon whose forehead it
was written ‘Emet,” as on the forehead of Adam. And the created one said to them: If the Unique One,
the Holy One, Blessed be He, created Adam, when he wanted to kill [le-hamit] Adam, He erased a letter
from ‘emet’ and what remained is ‘met’ [dead], even more so | would like to do it and you shall no
longer create a man, so that people shall not err concerning him, as it happened in the generation of
Enosh. This is why Jeremiah said: Cursed is the man who relies on Adam. The created man said to
them: Reverse the combination of the letter backwards. And they erased the ‘aleph’ from his forehead
and he immediately turned into ashes.”

Tradition, Spring 1998, (Vol. 32, no. 3) “Survey of Recent Periodic Literature” J. David Bleich, (10
p. 60. The Secret Name of 42 L etters.

We found in Sefer ha-Bitahon written by R. Yehudah (ben Bateirah) that Jeremiah, of blessed
memory, was studying Sefer Yezirah alone: A voice came out and said to him: Take a companion. He
went to Sira his son and they studied [together] for three years in order to accomplish what was
written. Then they that feared the L-rd spoke one with the other. At the end of three years, when they
wanted to combine the alphabets, according to the Zeruf, [combination] the Mikhlol and the
Ma’amar, a man was created, and on his forehead it was written, YHVH "Elokim ’Emet. In the hand
of that man there was a knife, and he was erasing the ‘aleph’ of the word ‘emet’ and there remained
met. Jeremiah rent his garment and said to him, “Why did you erase the ‘aleph’ of ‘emet’?”” He
answered him, “I will tell you a parable . . .. Thus is G-d, when He created you in the image, likeness
and form. Now, when you created a man like Him, the people will say that there is no G-d in the
world but you.” Jeremiah told him, “If so, how can we repair it” [mai takanteh]? He answered them,
“Write the letters backwards on the dust that was thrown, by the intention of your heart and do not
think about the way of [its] honor or of its order [tikkuno] but do all this backwards.” And they also
did so and that man became before their eyes dust and ashes. Then, Jeremiah said, “Indeed it is
worthwhile to study these matters for the sake of knowing the power and dynamics of the creator of
the world, but not in order to do [them]. You shall study them in order to comprehend and teach.”
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Tradition, Spring 1998, (Vol. 32, no. 3) “Survey of Recent Periodic Literature” J. David Bleich, (19
p. 59 Sefer ha-Gematri’ot.
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