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Europe. Finally, they would flee to wherever they could find a place 
that would take them. Of those who remained, few survived.

On the night of November 9, 1938, Germany launched a mas-
sive attack against the Jews. Hundreds of synagogues, Jewish 
homes and businesses across Germany were destroyed, in a night 
that became known as Kristallnacht, the “Night of Broken Glass.” 
This was only a sign of what was to come.

On September 1, 1939,67 Germany invaded Poland, bringing 
upon the world the Second World War. Simultaneously, Germany 
waged another war, against the Jews, at first against the Jews of 
Poland and then against the Jews in all the lands of occupation, in 
the holocaust of European Jewry. The Holocaust was the greatest 
loss of Jewish life since the time of the Second Beis HaMikdash, 
which brought to an end Jewish life in most of Europe.68 

After the war, as beforehand, in the Soviet Union and neighbor-
ing lands, Jews continued to be persecuted — spiritually far more 
than physically, with the practice of Judaism a punishable offense 
— until eventually the fall of the Soviet Union brought new free-
doms and the doors opened to emigration.

In 1947, the United Nations voted in favor of the “Partition 
Plan,” the partition of Palestine into two parts, Jewish and Arab. 
The following year, in May 1948, the State of Israel was declared. 
Immediately, Arab armies surrounding its borders attacked, prompt-
ing Israel’s War of Independence, the first of an ongoing series of 
conflicts in the Arab-Israeli dispute.69

For the Jews of Arab lands over this period, the intense anti-
semitism of Europe remained distant, although even here Jews 
were persecuted and segregated from the rest of society. In recent 

67. Corresponding to Friday, 17 Ellul, 5699, erev Shabbos Parshas Ki Savo.
68. Certain names were to become synonymous with Jews for mass murder, death 

and destruction: Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Belzec, Chelmno, Sobibor, 
Majdanek, Bergen-Belsen, Mauthausen, Ravensbruck, Dachau, Sachsenhausen, 
Buchenwald, and many more.

69. Other than the War of Independence, 1948–9, the Arab-Israeli conflict includes 
the Sinai Campaign, 1956; the Six Day War, 1967; the War of Attrition, 1969–
70; the Yom Kippur War, 1973; the First Lebanon War, 1982; the Persian Gulf 
War, 1991; and the Second Lebanon War, 2006. 



years, however, with the emergence of the State of Israel, anti-
Jewish sentiment has caused most of these Jews to emigrate, to 
Eretz Yisrael and elsewhere. Some of these Jewish communities 
had existed in Arab lands for centuries.

Today, the Jewish people are threatened both physically and 
spiritually, in the final stage of the period called Galus Edom (the 
“Exile of Rome”) — the exile of the Jewish people from the Land 
of Israel and dispersion amongst the nations in the wake of the 
destruction of the Second Beis HaMikdash.

6. The Ge’ulah Sheleimah (Final Redemption). 
Messianic Times.

The Last Lap

In the future, Mashiach will arise and return the Kingdom of 
David to its original glory, to its original rule…and bring the whole 
world to serve Hashem as one.70

ובא לציון גואל )ישעיה נט, כ( 
“And a Redeemer will come unto Zion.” 

(Yeshayah 59:20)

The World at the Time of Mashiach

“The upright will see and be glad.”
 (Tehillim 107:42)

“Knowledge of Hashem will fill the world like water 
covering the sea bed.”

(Tehillim 107:42)

70. Rambam, Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (1135–1204). 
Sefer Shoftim, Hilchos Melachim 11:1,4. 
(Biography of the Rambam, p. 134.)








