PURPOSE OF LIFE

by Rabbi Dr. Nachum Amsel

This essay is from the forthcoming book,
“The Encyclopedia of Jewish Values: Man to G-d Issues and Rituals.”

P AN (1
: TR D2IYN N DO ,NIN DY NI NNP OV NNX NYY N...

ANV (2
A27MYY 95 NOYIM INNTPN MY DNX MK IYIYN YD 1N 9N

N2 N9 NMHaY (3
LDV NN2 1MW NNP YW NNN NYWA INDIY NNP W IDN) 227 1D

PP DIPNN W (4

D2y DYINRN AN NI TNINDND 7P NN OTRY 1D NN NAN DYDY P8 MYV 2D 1NN
19 DMNPIN DM YNMN DINNY NPYN 12 DIDN DXAYI DIINNI /NY YYD NP 1IN DM SN
D WYN DY D DININ DM ONMN DIIIY ¥IATN I DION DINNY NPYN N YYD M
NN NN TITY OXTON M) 19 NPTN SYIY 19) DN DTN 19 12 DIDN OIMIY vaAdN
17 DTIN D2 RIAX PIN VY D INND 1IN TID BDID NN HOY INND DD NN SMVY

2P 0009 (5
NN TSN P STHIIM DRIV XIND TN )N DX NN ONIYN DNNN NYOY PN 227 DN
INAYORSIND PN DY DT

9P nav (6
1IN NN DYDY 1D NP JIPM DTN DYV PO YIIN DTN DXI2T NYY PN 217 DN
NN TNOND 112 STHRM YITHN N NNOYM NPON 1Y) DN NPAY PHIIN NOION N

.N1OY 999 172N X YT

3 MAN (7
N2 O2IY) NN D2V YYD DN 1IN XNV, NN NI

19,N:) £33 NI , 079199 (8

QUN L (DT AT ND) MPOVIND 9PN N L,DTN NN AUNRD OTRD NPDON 1NdDON DXW...
DYWIND NON) NI 19D MW IR DYININM MIND MIVN - ONIAY T3 PN
YP2NN INTY ;700910 11DY 1)) DN DXMYNY ,0NY NN IWN DM ,TNHN MONN DY DN
DTN D
,05727 %YWA DOW PIYN N, DNXP DY DNXP DNND MY PPN 71PN GHN PPN DINNX ...
1IX92) 1Y IYON DTN 2N WIN YD DU KOV - NI DN DNNN PONY - DN TRND
MTN DTN M2 WK DD 7RO - MW ;90N NOYIN 1AW NN DNN TN DI NYY YaX IND1D>)
,POD ND2 , 0NN NNRN - NOND NMNDN SNYY YT NPTHN PIY ITIOW TV ,N72N2 MDD
NNTIP IIYM ; NPIVHRD MYTN NPN 1D OINT - WON NN - XM ,NOYNI NNTIP
..D121221 295 FPWIN MY NPM NPTHN TNIN XINT,INN PPN, 1D 018 - 119712) yava
YU, NIN - D9 DOWD iIIY MY NN - DN DYIvn PPV - XIN PNINND IMNOW)
MNOWN NT NINY INIDIY .PNINND INNOY 9D NMINNNIN Y910 INYTO OTNND NaY N1 Do
.. T29 MYT XIN DINNY,MTI XD DOVYN 12 PN PNINND




PURPOSE OF LIFE

NIYN YN 9011 9V ZmN9t” (9

TR 12 NI LYAVWY TN ,AY77 TON ,DIDY2 TON) 2902 VN N 12 MY THD S
YN NYYN .N32 msb RENSTY ba 923 2 R0 0PN TR NY N nmbw D»NY DYPINY
WON ’bbm nsn vmbunm DN m:\vnn i) ’wm mb’byw INTEM

099990 0y N1y (10
DRI ND NI ONINNY IYIY) ONTI OPN ONIND NIV TY OPON

1Y NY 09919990 B IY (PIP 290 DY) NINI NDIY WIS (11
D22 72T 7PN XD ORTY ONINNY TY OOWHY 2200 dNDAN 1IN NN DI PONINNY 1D
YNNI NOW 11T, 1NN NNOYM MIOON 1PN DX 90N YN ON YD DY PN Y
NN DYDY ON D TN A 7PN KXY, NINIAND IR TY INTI NN NOW NN XD I IMN TY
NN IDINY .NMINISNT NNOYND 92T NN NN TN INRY NYWN NYINY N0 ONNIIY
YOONN 210D DINDN OWYN PRY 11D DAN INTI PYWIY MM YNNI 1PYON IN OWYN TN

92 OTIP 1N ONTI PYTY 2RI NN NPIIN DX ONYIN KD 1IN

42:N AN NIWNI (12
2999 99 IN PN DN

9N MY NP NYID ,NNN NOY (13
927 1PN NI DTN D550 90 )OY NN PN DN MIVNN DY D77 9710 TRN W7D 919y IV
NN PPN TNPN AT PAT DI 191 1PN 919 NN PRY THdN

1) MDY (14
$ DY TRIY-)D MY-NIN NYIN NYI2-DN FN2YN) ND7 NV

11 99 ,2/829990 19N 27 99 290 ,119901 13 (15

NAPN 121 NI 3TN DIPHNI NTNAPN NAPN ,0NDN I3 PN INWNY DTN NN
SV IMMNYY 9272 JPYYIN DY NN YaPI OX P TN PIANY 5N ,MINK MDXDI NINN
;)2 DY NXNRD WD NN PNINION DY TININ-DIAN D17 T 19770 NYTY NNIYNN .DTRN
NN XDND DTN DY IMD2 MY XM NN NHXR DOXXINM MDD YR ) )MNDY X OMPD
...DNNN2 DY DY XN ) MNHY

VNN MPYNIA (16
1Y WV NIND YR IRYNN OTRN DYDID O : DITHN DM NNN NIY N IND-D2 YN
MNM 1:n~<b mavn mb MM -mwb n97¥)) D11 -u:m 120 Y9N VIR 1IN : OY
%39-9Y \19)-19 DY NI-NYYI) DNV YN ST DY u‘: -m3I) i 127 19N : N2 DNY M
19 TN DY 11 /T IHN2Y : DTN )2 NI TN ITIND-NN) PYD-NN NNIY T TP : N IND- b:
ov ﬁbnn 1772 N0 : NIWY2 NP WN 55 DN I¥D-NY NHY) NIVYY DINN NY) B9IY NNX

S PYN mnb 1‘:71‘\’1 NIND-92 )9- Sy DWN DNN T XD : INY7 NOY ¥ON WY’ N TYN DNOY
S NIND-9D 239-5Y NN DYON DY XIND-92 NoY NINd Y92 DY->2 923 ANY NIP 12- by

1:N YN (17
SNIND-92 2)9-5Y X193-19 DY NZ-NYYI) DINYL JUNI DTINY DY 1Z-N)23 11270 1NN

25: N YN HY 7V Wi (18
09N O I3 GH DIMTIM DNH DN DONN3 GH DWEIDE ... — 1M 1IN N1”

V2 NYNIL HY 7Y WI92a (19
VL 795 77 D935 P75 93¢ (0 DEN) “HIE N3ET DD 1M BP0 — P7I% WX N3 A3 MT9IN 9K

.DY31) DYEYN D75 SE 0OM7HN




PURPOSE OF LIFE

I PWITPP (20
TP 99D 12 2)29) °aY DNYTIM DMPN NN NN 022 N2 XYY DI NN OMN ONTID
YT DD 910 TY 12129 D290 ¥ THD IDMND 2INON POY NOYN NN NI NN THDNN YoV

L13 Mon (21
TVT N2 : (PO PrRYNT 1Y2°0) DNYHY NN 290 T2 1PN KDY IDIN NN D TN IRND Y

MPTS T9IN NOT WY DY YDRYM DY N2 ... TYTD NIV DNIT NIVY NNX DY YRy
YNT N D0 0 NN DTN IO TOHD DNIT WOV DY YTHRYM NP0 NI ... DXIN DIWN 1N
NANN PN NY VAV MYY TPNYN ('N) DY NIV YIND TON NIANN) VAV MVY DN D THN
2 YTRYM MY IIN... NP NDIDM NHN NRKIN NT NID YISM OXTON M) 1Y TON
NN NI IINIY NNNX DY YTNHYM DY R NPTY WY DIYN 1INY 1N DN 1 NIV DINY
NON 1210 NNNN D52 MWIT NN PNXY 92 1IN 27 1Y PPN PN INYIT IRIW 120 N

PO INNNND PYTNY MRV NNR DY YPHRYN PIpan N3

N:) N9 (22
-DY N7 YI¥D) TON NINN) LIVN NTWY-ON D THN YT T-NN) 230-NN DTN 7 TN
PR

1:2 Prpan (23

S TRN? INNNND POTY) 12 1991 NYI-NY N9y Man

21 1299y (24
.D»N DYPYN AT IONY WN...

N?:) AN (25
ATI295 NON INIA XD 1Y XIN TN WITPN X1 NN DO

A1 NVID (26

1793 1IN 123 RO NIV NN TONY DTN 17 IWAN ) 155N DN 1N YINK DNIT INND
DY YIADN XIN NN NIN TN WITPN DY PMITN NN TOND NOX NXIN NYIIN WX PION
TV WVYTPN DY YIAON NN G DY 7Y NNND INYNKD DTN DONION N WY DNOT
NI T2 WYTPN D910 992 DNN N XIHDND MIDNA /N PON NI INOT OODIN 9272 NN
DYJIN DNI NAN N N2 PN NN DIYN T2 DNIAN M MINN 21 NOT YN DN
.DONN MNP NN GN N2 ININ I222) 2NOT OXNN 2P NIN N2 WITPN

N2 0937 (27
123 1TAYD NN WHYN DDA NHNYR PNINN-NN) INDD NN DY 0OTON T NN
NPITD

N3:) PUNI2 (28
: DYDY NN INYNDI DTND DIFON /T wyn

N:N? WYNIA (29
: 01D DN HYDND-NNY WS NIN) KN 23IND T PON K

N2: D3 WNIA (30
N N2 INI-DY PRY? 2PN N2 PHY-NNK DIPON TIN DNIIN NI OINN M

1:19 ©937 (31
(TN OV TY INAP-NN WN YT-NI) 1Y 12 D10 ANIND ¥IND 232 NN 72PN




PURPOSE OF LIFE

)2 APy 2990 WM (32

TON 27 OAX XIX THM OINT DN N D (T2 NNY) YW 17PN 93T WR .1PIT 951 noOO
20997 1 AW RIPY TWUR D (3 HXD) INY .IPN IRVNM YUY Y XY HAIND TON ¥ NHN)
NNN QN 1IN DINT XIPI DIPNN NN XIN N7APN DY 1NWA XIPD DTRY 12 'WIN TN D)
951 /N PYIN (MNP DONN) IV PXTIN XIPI N7APN NN .59D DIN THNHD DY NINY DINT NN
N PYYN 552 TONM /NNXIY TON RIPI 17PN YT NN NN QX PYYN 932 Pony 1»oT
MY NIPIN 93 (N HYY) IMINY VI ' DW1A P> AWUNR DD 90N TIY TN NN NNN
2 NPATOY MYND N 5¥9 DD (FVHOOWN) NI PIVYY GR PNIN PRI OTIAON

3N YT Mavn 07311 (33

NNN GN DINT NXIPI NI 1D N 7PN DNN R NN XIPI NI 7D 1T MINND ¥ Yy 11 5
YMNX 952 HNRD DINOIN INIP T TIT OV WITP 7PN NNR GR WITR XIPY XD NN DN 1N
DYV DXITT YV WNINY )2 RYPIY PIN) N OMON W PYTY TON 171 DN TIN PNION
1IN Y93 PON MNTNDY JN2 XY PMNY DTN 2N DMIWN

29:25 XD (34
$DIVYTRIN T O TNIY? )2 TN ONYTP)) Y TR DY-NX 77NT N)

N P9 ,NNNN N MIYN 073191 (35

PN DNIY 22 TN dXNVTPN MINIY TN DITHIN OVN YITP DY PNSN NI nda Do
NI NN DNNY D210 T2 TINYWI TN WP DY NX 1DONN NI 10N 1HHND ROW
GUN MINND IINIY XTI INRY NIAY DI IN NN MNIRND MN8N 99N NNX DY NaYD
2ONNN DT OIN Y XYY NN DN DN NIDOY XYY DN PN DN N DTRND DMNX DU
DN DT NDAWY NPIY NN D210 NTIAYN IN MNN INYI DXNNNX DT NN W2
D> NNN DT NN NAY IR XN 3NN IN NN NNXR DY NIY 1D AN OX DX MY o
19 5WAD IN NAYA 1IN’ D NNAD IDINY 1D XY NNIND PIONN D00 TNV T
PN ON 7292 MINHN DY 1PIYND PION) ON DIN N1 NP NYYIAY NUN DIX IN 1DPWIAN
NIV NIVYA 1PAYND IDIR ORI X7 DN N2Y ORIYIND NIYY DY PRI NISY P 2
D>12TN 993 : 7252 MNN INWND MNN DY NN 1PYND PION KXY IR NIY IN) M
TN PPN IXITIID YW ToN TINYYW XIN NIND NYW SIN NINN NYYI ROY IONN
P2 NI INYHD NNN DY IDAN N2Y> DRI NI MISND PO MSN IN ONT HDVIY HNIY HY NI
: DY21915 372y P2 12 DINY P2 NIYY TIN DIN)

2:15 1999N 927 NI , W9 (36

) ORI DNN TAY NN INNIY DYTHN 1NV WIPD NONX 1O TN DY AN N XD
DTN D910 122X NN I IR DN PO INNY DTN PN 1IN 1990 (D V) PYY)
MY YAV IRIWD 53 NINY 9IDY MDD HINN INIYD 200 XINY oD M0 1INNY Pivav
TOW RINY DY MDD OMAT T ONIY DY WNIN YIDY MY YN IRIWD yaw) XINY NOY
DYTN MY YUTPD T RON 19 M DY NN NINI KDY IR OIN0T

9 Ny (37
ST OY ANRNN DXNY DY XY 7 PPON N NN NANNYY

N3 99247 (38
STTNA-922) TY9)-993 7239-923 PPN T N DI0N)

109 MIYN (39
12 YT TON MNWD 01 DNY NP KDY DIOVIPY D)0 HNIYW 9D DY NNX DY NI NN
DOXNY T2 1NN NN 0D D D) NMYN NIVY DIXNY IMDN ID TN THX NTR DN 1P
11D AT D YAPY QDI 10D NIVY DNV IO INN OPIN O 1NN OPNX OXY DD NMIYY NIVY
W NOYW T 0 WU MyN IN DD IX OY NV D NOY NNV DIV 1T KDY 1D YINY



PURPOSE OF LIFE

TT2O0 VWY MYN IN DM IN D NV D NHY DINNA NI MDY IDID DY DD 01 OD ¥ Ty
Y NYY TR D WY MYN IN DM IN Y NY I NHY ININT DY MDY 1D ¥ PITY 1D NHY
YT PYIYY DIV 1T XD 191D YN DI N PNTX INMN POY IDI0 0PI MDY 2D v P 1y
29 DY) NAYTPI XNINN NI INNNYA DID) PNIRNY TY NNNWA XNINN 12D DID) DINW)
NOW T30 MM N0) DD DY 1M MY NN NYAND THYY qOYNI ANY XINWD WTPNN
D)7 WD PNNN DN 1Y IMWY TTHADD NON MPVY NIN NP2 10D XD YOVY YadY
TV YPMM O MIPYN NIYY DAY INDNMVY TY DIV 1T DY DNOY YIWPN) TN
3 1N Y N DT DT IWIAYD WTPNN 12N NS 1PN 12 TR XNIND AN PTR XYY
NON 10D NN NI TN WITPN WIYIN ROV NN YTV 1D 0N T O vww Ny 0N N7
DMV NNN NYPY 120V PMYN DX THN NOXIRY TOY N9 PINN D ¥ PrTY NONX T2’av3a
YTIN ODIW DY 12T 1Y 0N NYONA THYY qQOYN YIPNN N2 DI N 1T XMl
NI YN VTR D N NYY DMNA DHNN NI DAYN 1IN TN THDIYI DXDNN IO YWY
VY O NON DY PITPI R NXIN MNMIVNI THN RIXIRY TOY N9 PNNNS 2D 71PN NNNN NITPI

712y2 N DTRIY PRYTPI Y RIPI NN

4:4 MAaN (40
TANY MY THAN I19X2 NHN PYIR ,INDA DMV DY DONNN D 910N NP1Ia 12 PPy 19
: OVN 99N I

A0 Ty (41
Y1ADN IMNX PPN PRY DIPND T2 POY 12NN NP DTN AN ONX IIN IRYDIN 119
NODNN92 DY DOV HHNY DRI XON 12DY 710 YY) DIXNNY qOYN DX NNY

7 0OWITP RISV 14D NAY NYNIL W (42
TYI2 NIANNY (V> XIPN) IIN Y7 NN 51T DO MY OTR MTOIN 190 NT IIN ONIY 12
NN 555 MY TId

N0 NP2 (43
TN T2 YD DAON) T9Y 33NN V0N-N) DpN-ND

TR T

N: D PYUNI] (44
NN NYY DPON MNTI DTN DOFON NI D12 DTN NTPIN 190 MY

0919591 DY NIWN YNT 99INY X7YN NIINA 791N 1INy NN 910 (45
D710 YN DN PPV NPT 1PN NIV

2:N MAN (46
.DYTON M) DY NTIAYN DY 1NN DY, TR OWN DT NYOY DY...

):10 NP (47
:112Y7 DN INVND TP3-12 192 YTPD-ON YINN N2 INYA

1:a8 DY200n (48
INT-NN P22-ND DP00) YT ND QY2 WUON

N



